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[57] - ABSTRACT 

A step stool includes a base engageable with a support 
surface, such as a ?oor or the like, and an upstanding 
support member or standard having a lower end 
thereof received in a ?rst socket depending from a ?at 
top of the base. A ?rst step member is supported on 
the base and the standard. A second step member or 
platform is mounted on an upper end of the standard 
whereby the ?rst step member, standard, and second 
step member or platform are removably mounted rela 

; tiveto the base. The step stool may include one or 
'. “more steadying members having a lower end portion 
‘thereof supported relative the second step member 

_ and extending upwardly therefrom and adapted to be 
grasped by a person standing on the step stool. 

' .12 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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STEP STOOL 
The present invention relates to movable step stools 

and more particularly to a multiple step stool having a 
base, a standard upstanding therefrom, a ?rst step 
member supported on the base and standard, and a sec 
ond step member or platform mounted on an upper end 
of the standard. ’ 

The principle objects of the present invention are: to 
provide a step stool wherein the components thereof 
are adapted to be of synthetic resin by molding or ex 
truding; to provide such a structure wherein the com 
ponents are separable for ease in shipment and storage; 
to provide such a step stool having a base and a stan 
dard extending upwardly therefrom and one or more 
step members supported on the base and standard; to 
provide such a step stool having a hollow base adapted 
to receive therein for storage and shipment other com 
ponents of the step stool whereby a container for the 
step stool need only be large enough to enclose the hol 
low base; to provide such a step stool having supports 
extending upwardly above an upper step or platform 
for steadying a person on the step stool; to provide such 
a step stool wherein various portions or components 
thereof engage in portions on respective other compo 
nents thereof and hold against relative rotation; to pro 
vide such a step stool having a removable member ex 
tending between and engaging a second step member 
and the base for effecting engagement of the support 
member on the base and engagement of the second 
step member on the support member and for retaining 
the engagement; to provide such a step stool which is 
movable under no load condition and engageable with 
a ?oor in response to load thereon; to provide such a 
step stool with steadying or support members extending 
upwardly therefrom and adapted to be grasped by a 
person using the step stool; and to provide such a step 
stool which is sturdy in construction, stable under load, 
economical to manufacture, attractive in appearance, 
durable in use, and particularly well adapted for the 
proposed use. ' v ' . ' 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent from the following description taken 
in connection with 'the accompanying drawings 
wherein are set forth by way of illustration and example 
certain embodiments of this invention. ' 
The drawings constitute a part of this speci?cation 

and include an exemplary embodiment of the present 
invention and illustrate various objects and features of 
the knock down step stool. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a step stool embodying 

features of the present invention. . ' ' 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the step stool. 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken on line 

3—3, FIG. 2 and showing the wedge ?t of the various 
components, , 

FIG._'4 is an exploded perspective view showing the 
component parts of the step stool. - ~ 
FIG. .5 is a per'spective‘view of a modi?ed form 0 

step stool. . ' 

FIG. '6 is an exploded perspective view showing the 
components of the modi?ed form of step stool. 
FIG. 7 is a transverse sectional view showing the 

wedge fit of the various components of the modi?ed 
form of step stool. ' 

Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
As required, detailed embodiments of the present in 

vention are disclosed herein, however, it is to be under 
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stood that the disclosed embodiments are merely exem 
plary of the invention which may be embodied in vari 
ous forms. Therefore, speci?c structural and functional 
details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as lim 
iting but merely as a basis for the claims and as a repre-_ 
sentative basis for teaching one skilled in the art to vari 
ously employ the present invention in virtually any ap 
propriately detailed structure. _ ’ 

The invention comprises a step stool having a base 
engageable with a support surface and an upstanding 
standard or column having one end mounted'on the 
base and at least one step or platform mounted on the’ 
standard above a ?at top of the base. The mounting of 
the standard or column on the base and the step or plat 
form on the standard is such that relative movement 
between engaging components is substantially re 
stricted. The step stool may be a two-step structure or 
have additional step members intermediate the base 
and the platform. . ' .. 

In the disclosed embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the reference'numeral 1 generally designates a 
step stool which includes a base 2 engageable with a_ 
support surface 3, such as a floor or the like, and an up 
standing support member or standard 4 having a lower - 
end 5 thereof suitably mounted‘on the base 2, as by 
being received in a first socket 6 preferably depending 
from a ?at top 7 of the base 2. At least one step is suit 
ably mounted on the standard 4 and in the illustrated 
structure, a ?rst step member 8 has a lower end 9 of 
each of a pair of spaced depending portions 10 thereof 
received in a respective one of a pair of second sockets 
11 ‘also preferably depending from the ?at top 7 of the 
base 2. The ?rst‘ step member 8 is also suitably 
mounted on the standard 4 and in the illustrated struc 
ture, the ?rst step member 8 is also suitably mounted 
on the standard 4 and in the illustrated structure, the 
?rst step member 8 ‘has an aperture 12 adapted to re 
ceive therein a hook portion 14 extending from the 
standard 4. A second step member or platform 15 may 
also be mounted on the column or standard 4 and the 
illustrated second step member. ‘15 has a depending 
socket 16 adapted to receive therein an upper end 17 
of the standard 4 whereby the ?rst step member 8, stan 
dard 4, and second step member: 15 are removably 
mounted on the base 2. I ' ' 

The step stool 1 may include one ‘or more steadying 
members having a lower end portion thereof suitably 
supported and adapted to be grasped by a person using 
the step stool 1. The step’stool 1 preferably includes a 
plurality of post members 18 each having a lower end 
portion 19 thereof received within a respective one of 
a plurality of sockets 20 in the platform or second step 
member 15. A top member 18’ extends between the 
post vmembers 18 and is adapted to be mounted 
thereon, as by receiving each of the upper ends of the 
post members 18 in suitable respective sockets 19' de 
pending from the top member 18. Either the top mem 
ber 18’. or one or more of'the post members 18 may be 
grasped by a person using the step stool 1. 
‘In the illustrated structure, the base 2 is a hollow 

member with front and rear walls 21 and 22 respec 
tively and side walls 23 and 24 extending between the 
front and rear walls 21 and 22 and each depending 
from the ?at top 7 and each having a'lower peripheral 
rim portion 25 adapted to receive thereon a ?oor en 
gaging bumper 26. The flat top 7 of the base 2 provides 
a deck area which is suitably strengthened, as by plural 
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ity of ribs 27, to thereby support loads thereon, such as 
individuals standing or sitting on the flat top 7 of the 
base 2. it is desirable that the flat top 7 provide suitable 
traction for individuals standing thereon, therefore, a 
tread surface portion 28 is mounted -on the portion of 

_ the ?at top 7 adjacent the front wall 21. 
The hollow base 2 is preferably sized to receive 

therein the platform 15 and one or more step members, 
as desired, and the standard 4 whereby the step stool 
1 may be shipped or stored in. a minimum space. It is 
also desireable to coordinate the spacing of the front 
and rear walls 21 and 22 and the side walls 23 and 24 
with the size of the platform 15 and any step members 
mounted on the standard 4 and base 2 whereby. the 
load of, a‘ person standing or sitting on the step stool 1 
is within the'walls of the base 2. 
‘Itis desirable that the step, stool 1 be easily movable 

to a‘desired location, therefore, arms 29 and 30 extend 
inwardly from‘ the front wall 21 and the rear'wall 22 re 
spectively‘ .and are suitably formed to support suitable 
casters or'rollers 31whereby the step stool 1 is rollably 
supported and has the floor engaging bumper 26 posi 
tioned above the support surface _3 when under no load 
condition thereby being movable to a desired location. 
It is desirable that the casters or rollers 31 be collaps 
ible vertically under load to permit the bumper 26 to 
engage the support surface '3 in’ response to loading, as 
by an individual standing or sitting on the knock down 
step stool 1. ' I i a ‘ 

The ?rst socket‘ 6 in the ?at top 7 of the base 2 is il 
lustrated as being formed of side walls 32 and a bottom 
wall 33 thereby de?ning an upwardly open socket de 
pending from the ?at top 7- of the base 2. The ?rst 
socket v6 is non-round whereby relative rotation be 
tween the base 2 and the‘ standard 4 is substantially re 
stricted. A guide sleeve 34is positioned in the bottom 
wall 33 to de?ne an aperture therein, for a purpose 
later described. 1 Y 

- ) Eachof the second sockets 11 depending from'the 
?at top'7 of the base 2 is illustrated as being formed of 
side walls 35 and a bottom wall 36 thereby de?ning an 
upwardly open depending socket adapted to receive 
the lower end 9 of the respective depending portionlO 
of the ?rst step member 8 and support same therein. 
The second sockets 11 are also non-round whereby rel 
:ative rotation between the base 2 and the respective de 
pending portion 10. of the ?rst step member 8 is sub 
stantially restricted. - I - 

When the step stool 1 has one or more step members 
between the platform 15 and the flat top v7 of the base 
2, said step member or step members‘each has a ?at 
portion and a post portion depending therefrom to be 
supported on the next lower member. 
The-?rst step member 8 is illustrated as a generally 

inverted U-shaped structure having a generally flat por 
tion 37 with the depending portions or posts 10 each 
being non-roundfand illustrated as a generally planar 
portion having the width thereof positioned transverse 
to the long dimension of the ?at portion 37. The ?at 
portion 37 has a tread surface portion 38 to provide 
traction for individuals standing on the first step mem 
ber 8. The aperture 12 is positioned in the ?at portion 
.37 adjacent a-rear'edge 39 thereof. 
The lower end 9 of the'depending portions or posts 

10 of the ?rststep member 8 are preferably shaped to 
conform to the respective second socket 11 whereby 
relative rotation between the respective second socket 
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11 and the depending portion or post 10 received 
therein is substantially restricted. The lower end 9 of 
each of the depending portions 10 of the ?rst step 
member 8 are, therefore, shaped to conform to and to 
wedge fit within the respective second socket 11, de 
pending from the flat top 7 of the base '2. 
The column or standard 4 may be any suitable .non 

round shape, however, the standard 4 is illustrated as 
a generally square, tubular member having opposite 
ends thereof open, for a purpose later described As 
best seen in FIG. 3 the lower end 5 of the standard 4 
is ‘shaped to conform to and to wedge fit within the first 
socket 6 depending from the base 2. The lower‘ end‘ 5 
of the standard 4 has a smaller dimension than there 
mainder of the standard 4 thereby de?ning a shoulder 
40 adapted to engage the ?at top 7 of the base 2. The 
upper end 17 of the upstanding standard 4 is shaped to 
conform to and to‘ wedge fit within the depending 
socket 16 of the second step member 15. The upper 
end 17 of the. standard 4 has a projection or rib 41 ex 
tending outwardly therefrom to de?ne a shoulder 42, 
for a purpose later described. ‘ ’ 

The second step member or platform 15 is illustrated 
as a generally planar member having a tread'surface 
portion 43' covering substantially the entire surface 
area of the second step member or platform 15. in the 
illustrated embodiment, the depending socket 16 is 
formed of side walls 44 depending from the platform or 
second step member 15 with each of the side walls 44 
having a lower edge 45 adapted to be moved into en 
gagement with the shoulder 42 adjacent the upper end 
17 of the standard 4. ‘ p Y 

The second step member 15 has suitable surfaces de 
?ning a recess 46 in an upper surface of the second step 
member or platform 15. The recess 46 has an aperture 
47, for a purpose later described, in one of the surfaces 
de?ning same and the aperture 47 is preferably ‘coaxi 
ally aligned with the depending socket 16. 
The ‘sockets 20 for receiving the guide members'18 

are illustrated as being positioned adjacent a rear edge 
48 of the second step member or platform 15 and are 
preferably, de?ned by a side wall and closed .by a bot 
tom wall. ‘ ' r ‘ ' 

The post members 18 each having the lower end por 
tion 19 thereof received within a respective one of the 
sockets 20 may be any suitable members, such as rods 
or tubular members for lightness in weight, and are 
adapted ‘to be gripped‘ or grasped by an individual 
standing on the step stool 1. The lower end portion 19 
preferably has a smaller dimension than the remainder 
of the respective post member 18 thereby de?ning'a 
surface or shoulder vadapted to engage the upper sur 
face of the second step member or platform 15. 
The step stool 1 may be used with. one or both of the 

post members 18 as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 or the 
top member 18’ may be mounted on the upper ends of 
the post members 18 to be grasped by a person using 
the step stool l. The top member 18' may‘also be used 
vas a platform for supporting selected items thereon by 
a person standing on the base 2, first step member 8, 
or the second step memberor platform 15. 7* 
While the wedge fit of the lower end 5 of the standard 

4 in the first socket 6, thewedge fit of the lower end 9 
of each of the depending portions 10 of the ?rst step 
member 8_ inthe respective second socket 11, and the 
wedge ?t of the upper end 17 of the standard 4 in the 
depending socket 16 is sufficient to provide a substan 
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tially rigid structure when in use, it may be preferable 
to provide means for effecting seating engagement of 
the standard or support member 4 on the base 2 and 
seating engagement of the second step member or plat 
form 15' on the support member or standard 4 and to 
retain said seating engagement. 
Therefore, an elongated shaft 49 extends through the 

support member or standard 4 and has a head portion 
50 thereof adapted to be received in the recess 46 in 
the second step member 15 and a threaded end portion 
51 extending through the guide sleeve 34 in the bottom 
wall 33 de?ning the ?rst socket 6 in the base 2. A suit 
able nut, such as a wing ‘nut 52, is mounted on the 
threaded end portion 51 of the elongated shaft 49 and 
positioned within the hollow base 2 whereby tightening 
of the wing nut 52 against the guide sleeve 34 effects 
seating of the second step member 15 on the upper end 
17 of the upstanding standard or support member 4 and 
seating of the lower end 5 of the standard 4 in the first 
socket 6, as by engagement of the shoulder 40 on the 
lower end of the standard 4 with the ?at top 7 of the 
base 2. 
The elongated shaft 49' effects a substantially rigid 

structure particularly when the ?rst step member 8 has 
the lower end 9 of each of the depending portions 10 
wedge ?t within the respective second socket 11 and 
the hook portion 14 received within the aperture 12 in 
the ?at portion 37 of the ?rst step member 8. 
The base 2 may be used separately as a step stool 

with a person standing or sitting on the ?at top 7 of the 
base 2. It is a simple operation to assemble the illus 
trated step stool 1 including mounting the ?rst step 
member 8 and the second step member 15 on the base 
2 which includespositioning the lower end 5 of the 
standard 4 in the ?rst socket 6 with the hook portion 
14 extending toward the front wall 21 of the base 2. 
The lower end 9 of each of the depending portions 10 
of the ?rst step member 8 is positioned in the respec; 
tive second socket 11 and moved downwardly to wedge 
fit within said respective second socket 11. The aper 
ture 12 is positioned above and aligned with the hook 
portion 14 during movement of the ?rst step member 
8 for seating the lower end 9 of each of the depending 
portions 10 in the second socket 11. The platform or 
second step member 15 is positioned on the upper end 
17 of the standard 4 with the depending socket 16 en 
gaging the upper end 17 and the lower edge 45 of the 
side walls 44 de?ning the depending socket 16 in en 
gagement with the shoulder 42 adjacent the upper end 
l7'of the standard 4. The elongated shaft 49 is moved 
through the aperture 47 in the recess 46 and through 
the tubular standard 4'and through the guide sleeve 34 
in the bottom wall‘33 of the ?rst socket 6. The wing nut 
52 is mounted on the threaded end portion 51 of the 
elongated shaft 49 and tightened against the guide 
sleeve 34 until seating of the second step member 15 
on the upper end 17 and seating of the lower end 5 of 
the standard 4 in the ?rst socket 6 is accomplished. The 
step stool l is thereby assembled for use. The guide 
members 18 may then be mounted in the sockets 20 if 
desired. - ' ' 

it is noted that the step stool may be a two step struc 
ture including the base 2, standard 4, and platform 15 
or a three step structure as illustrated. Additional step 
members may be positioned between the platform 15 
and the illustrated ?rst step member 8 with each of the 
additional step members having a ?at portion and a 
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6 
pair of post portions depending therefrom to be sup 
ported on the next lower member, as by having a lower 
end of each of the depending portions received in a re 
spective socket in the next lower member and having 
an aperture in the ?at portion adapted to receive a re 
spective hook portion extending from the standard 4. 

The base 2, step member 8, platform 15, and top 
member 18’ each may be molded of a suitable synthetic 
resinous material. A number of synthetic resinous ma-' 
terials are available for forming‘ the step stool of the 
present invention and these materials include the ther 
moplastics of which polyethylene, polypropylene, poly 
styrene, polyvinylchloride, and acrylonitrile-butadiene 
styrene (commonly referred to as A B S) are examples. 
High density structural foam plastic or synthetic resin, 
for example, polycarbonate, polyethylene, polyure 
thane, polypropylene, polystyrene, or the like may be 
used to thereby form a light weight rigid structure. 
FIGS. 5, 6, and 7 illustrate a modi?ed form of step 

stool 60 having a base 61 which is substantially similar 
to the base 2 of the step stool 1. The base 61 has a flat 
top 62 having a tread surface portion 63 on a forward 
or front portion thereof. The stool has a plurality‘ of 
stops or a platform supported on the base 61. In the 
structure illustrated, the base 61 has a recess 64 in the 
?at top 62 de?ning a generally U-shaped path, for a 
purpose later described. An aperture 65 is positioned 
in the ?at top 62 of .the base 61 and is positioned adja 
cent the recess 64. ' ’ ‘ > 

A column or support member 66 is adapted to have 
one end thereof received within the recess 64 and the 
column or support-member extends upwardly from the 
flat top 62 of the base 61 for supporting at least one 
step member thereon, as later described. The illus 
trated column or support member 66 includes spaced 
side walls 67 and 68 and a web member 69 extending 
therebetween whereby a lower end 70 of the column or 
support member 66 is generally U-shaped and is 
thereby adapted to be received within the recess 64 in 
the ?at top 62 of the base 61. 
An upper end 71 of the column or supportmember I 

66 includes the spaced side walls 67 and 68 and the 
web member 69 extending therebetween and an arm 72 
spaced from the web member 69 and extending be 
tween the side walls 67 and 68 to thereby provide sup 
port for a platform 73, as later described, on the upper 
end 71. 
The column or support member 66 includes a'second 

arm, 74'extending between the side walls 67 and 68 and 
positioned below the arm 72 at the upper end 71 of the 
column or support member 66. Facing surfaces of the 
side walls 67 and 68 each have spaced upper and lower 
enlarged portions 75 and 76 respectively which ‘cooper 
ate with the second arm 74 to receive and support a 
.step member 77, as later described. One of theen 
larged portions, or examplethe lower enlarged portion 
76, on each of the sidewalls 67 and 68 is aligned with 
and extends from thesecond arm 74 thereby de?ning 
a substantially coplanar surface for supporting the step 
member 77. . 

The platform 73’mounted on the upper end 71 of the 
column or support member 66 is illustrated as a gener 
ally planar member having a tread surface portion 78 
mounted on an upper surface thereof. The platform 73 
has a recess 79 in the lower surface thereof and the re- _ 
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c'ess 79 is adapted to receive therein the upper end 71 
of the column or support member 66. 
A recess 80~is formed in the upper surface of the plat 

form 73 by suitable surfaces and the recess 80 has an 
aperture 81, for apurpose later described, in one of the 
surfaces, defining the recess 80 and the aperture 81 is 
preferably coaxially aligned with the aperture 65 in the 
flat top 62 of the base 61. 
The platform 73 includes at least one socket 82 adja 

cent a rear edge .83 of the platform 73 and-the socket 
82 is preferably de?ned by aside wall and is closed by 
a bottom wall. The side wall de?ning the socket 82' has 
a key slot 84 adapted to receive a key 85, for a purpose 
later described. I I ' 

The step member 77 is illustrated as a generally pla 
nar member having a flat portion with a tread surface 
portion 86mounted thereon. The step member 77 in 
cludes a tongue portion 87 extending therefrom and 
the tongue portion 87 has an aperture 88 therein with 
the aperture 88 being coaxially alignable with the aper 
ture 65in the flat top of the base 61 and the aperture 
81 in the" recess8g0 in the upper surface of the platform 
73. Opposite side edges of the tongue portion 87 are 
adapted to‘ be received between the enlarged portion 
75 and 76 on the respective facing surfaces of the side 
walls 67 and 68. . I 

An elongated shaft 89 extends through the column or 
support member 66 and has a head portion 90 thereof 
adapted 'to be received inthe recess 80 in the upper 
surface of the platform 73 and a threaded end portion 
91 extending through the aperture 65 in the flat top 62 
of the base 61. The elongated shaft 89 also extends 
through the aperture 88 in the tongue portion 87 of the 
step member 77. A suitable nut, such as a wing nut 92, 
is mounted on thethreaded end portion 91 of the elon 
gated shaft 89 and positioned within the hollow base 61 

- whereby tightening of the wing nut 92 against a lower 
surface of the ?at top 62 of the base 61 effects seating 
of the platform 73 on the upper end 71 of the column 
or support member 66 and seating of the lower end 70 

' of the column or support member 66 inthe recess 64 
in‘ the flat top 62 of the base 61. t‘ t _ 

- The: modified step stool ‘60 preferably includes at 
least onesteadying member having a lower end portion 
thereof suitablytzsuppo'rted on the platform 73 and ex 
tending upwardly therefrom to be grasped by a person 
using the modi?ed step stool 60. In the illustrated struc 
ture, a, post member 83 has'a lower end portion 94 
adapted to be received within the socket 82 in the plat 
form 73 and preferably has a key way 95 adapted to re 
ceive the key 85 to prevent relative turning between 
the post'member 93 and the platform 73. 
The illustrated post member 93 has a top member 96‘ 

mounted thereon, as by welding, and having portions 
extending outwardly therefrom to form handle portions 
on opposite sides of the post member 93 whereby ei 
ther the post member 93 or the top member 96 may be 
grasped by a person using the modi?ed stepv stool 60. 

The base 61 may be used, separately as a step stool 
with a person standing orsitting on the ?at top 62 
thereof. It is a simple operation to assemble the illus 
trated modi?ed step stool 60 and includes positioning 
the lowerend 70 of the column or support member 66 
in the recess 64in the flat top 62 and positioning the 
platform 73 on the upper‘ end 71 of the column or sup 
port member 66 with the upper end 71 of the column 
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or support member 66 being received within the recess 
79in the lower surface of the platform 73. The step 
member 77 is mounted on the column or support mem 
ber 66 with the lower surface thereof supported on the 
second arm 74 and opposite edges of the tongue por 
tion 87 received within the space between the enlarged 
portions 75 and 76 on the facing surfaces of the side 
walls 67 and 68. The aperture 88 is aligned with the ap 
erture 81 in the platform 73 and the aperture 65 in the 
flat top 62-of the base 61 to thereby permit the elon 
gated shaft 89‘ to extend through the platform 73, step 
member 77, and ?at top 62 of the base 61. Thewing 
nut 92 is mounted on the threaded end portion 91 of 
the elongated shaft 89 and tightened to effect seating 
of the column or support member 66 on the ?at top 62 
of the base 61 and seating of the platform 73 on the 
upper end 71 of the column or support member 66. Ths i 
post member 93 is mounted in the socket 82 in the plat 
form 73 and the key 85 is positioned in the key slot 84 
in the side wall de?ning the socket 82 in the key way 
95 in the lower end portion 94 of the post member 93. 
The modi?ed step stool 60 is thereby assembled for 
use. ‘ 

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated‘and 
described certain forms of my invention, it is not to be 
limited to these specific forms or arrangement of parts 
herein ‘described and shown. I 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

is: - 

l. A step stool comprising: ’ v _ 

a. a hollow base having a. generally flat top and means 
on said base for engaging a support'surface, said 
flat top having anupwardly opening recess therein; 

b. an upstanding support member havingan upper 
end and a lower end; ' 1 

c. cooperating means on said lower end of said sup 
port member extending into said upwardly opening 
recess for mounting said support member on said 
base and in an upstanding position; 

d. a platform having a generally flatportion with a 
downwardly opening recess therein; ' 

e. cooperating means on the upper end of said sup 
port member and extending into said downwardly 
opening recess of the ?at portion of said platform A > 
for mounting said platform on said support rnem-v 
ber; . ' 

a step member having a generally flat portion, said 
step member being positioned between said flat top 
of said base and said flat portion of said platform; 

. cooperating ‘means on said step member and on 
said support member for mounting said step mem 
ber on said support member; and v 

. elongate connector means extending between said 
?at portion of said platform and said ?at top of said 
base and having abuttment means adjustable 
thereon and engaging said ?at-portion of said plat 
form and said flat top of said base to draw same 
toward each other for effecting seating of said plat 
form on said upper end of said support member 
and seating of said lower end of said support mem 
ber on said flat top of said base. A 

2. A step stool as set forth in claim 1 wherein: 
.a. said base is generally rectangular in shape with 

rounded corners; 
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b. a plurality of rollers resiliently mounted on said 
base inwardly of the means thereon for engaging a 
support surface, said rollers rollably supporting 
said step stool to normally space said support sur 
face engaging means from the support surface 
under no-load conditions, said resilient mounting 
permitting said support engaging means to engage 
the support surface in response to slight pressure 
applied to one of the base, top, step and platform. 

3. A step stool as set forth in claim 1 including: 
a. a socket in said platform; and 
b. a post member having one end portion thereof re 
ceived with said socket insaid platform, said post 
member extending generally upwardly from said 
platform. 

4. A step stool comprising: 
a. a hollow base having a generally ?at top and a 
lower peripheral rim, said flat top having an up 
wardly opening recess therein; ' 

b. a. floor engaging bumper secured to said lower pe 
ripheral rim; ' 

c. an upstanding support member having an upper 
end and a lower end; _ ' 

d. cooperating means on said lower end of said sup 
port member extending into and seating in said up 
wardly opening recess for mounting said support 
member on said base and in an upstanding position; 

e. a ?rst step member having a generally ?at portion; 
f. means on said support member and on said flat por 

tion of said flat step member for mounting said first 
step member on said support member; 

g. a second step member having a generally flat por 
tion and a, downwardly opening recess; 

h. cooperating means in the upper end of said sup 
port member and extending into and seating in said 
downwardly opening recess of said second step 
member for mounting said second step member on 
said support member; - 

5 

25 

35 

i. elongate connector means extending between said 
second step member and said base ?at top and hav 
ing abuttment means adjustable means thereon and 
engaging said base flat top and said second step 
member to draw some toward each other for re 
taining seating engagement of said cooperating 
means on the lower end of said support member in 
said upwardly opening recess of said base and seat 
ing engagement of said cooperating means on the 
upper end of said support member in said down 
wardly opening recess of said second step member; 
and 

j. a plurality of collapsible casters mounted on said 
base for rollably supporting said base and said ?rst 
and second step member under no-load condition 
and collapsible under application of load to one of 
said base and said ‘?rst step member and said sec 
ond‘ step member to allow said bumper to engage 
a floor surface. ’ . ' 

5. A step stool as set forth in claim 4 wherein: 
a. said base upwardly opening recess in the base is a 

?rst socket and a pair of second sockets de?ned by 
walls depending from the flat top of said base; 

b. the cooperating means on the lower end of said. 
support member is a wedge shape to ?t within the 
?rst socket depending from the ?at top ‘of said base 
and a shoulder in engagement with said flat top of 
said base; ' 
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c. the downwardly opening recess of said second step 
member is a socket de?ned by a wall depending 
from the flat portion of said second step portion 
and having a lower edge; 

d. the cooperating means on the upper end of said 
support member is a wedge shape to ?t within the 
socket depending from the ?at portion of said sec 
ond step member and a shoulder in engagement 
with the lower edge of the wall de?ning said socket 
depending from the ?at portion of said second step 
member; ‘ 

e. said support member has a hook portion extending 
therefrom and positioned intermediate the ends 
thereof; 

the ?at portion of said ?rst step member has an aper 
tu're therein adapted to receive thehook portion 
extending from said support member; and 

g. said ?rst step member has a pair of spaced depend 
ing portions each shaped to wedge fit within- a re 
spective one of said second sockets depending 
from the ?at top of said base. _ 

6. A step stool as set forth in claim’ 5 whereinz' ' 
a. one of the walls de?ning the ?rst socket depending 
from'said base is positioned to close a lower end of 
said ?rst socket and has an aperture therein; 

b. said second step member has surfaces de?ning a 
recess in the ?at portion thereof; f. ' 

c. one of the surfaces de?ning the recess in said sec 
ond step member has an ‘aperture therein aligned 
with the depending socket and alignable with the 

. aperture 'in the one wall of the walls de?ning said 
1 ?rst socket in said base; V . ' 

d. said support member is tubular; . 
e. said elongate connector means is aneelongated 

shaft extending through said support member and 
the abuttment means includes a head portion 
thereof ‘received in said recess in said second step 
member, said shaft having a threaded end portion 
extending through the aperture in the one wall of 
the walls de?ningthe first socket depending from 
said ?at top of said base; and " 

'f. said abuttmentv means also including means 
mounted on the threaded end portion ‘of the 
elongated shaft and engageable with the one wall 
of the walls de?ning the ?rst socket depending 
from said flat top of said base for effecting 
seating of the second step member on said 'sup-' 
port member and seating of said support member 
in said ?rst socket depending from said flat top‘ of 
said base and ‘for retaining said seatingengage 

I ment. ' 

7. A step stool as set forth in claim 4 including: 
a. walls de?ning va plurality of upwardly open sockets 
f in the flat portion of said platform; and _ 
b. a plurality of post members each having one end 

, portion thereof received within a respective one of 
said sockets in said platform, said post members ' 

, each extending generally upwardly from said plat 
form.‘ ' , ‘ 

8. A step stool comprising: ‘ 
a. a base having a generally flat top and means in said 
base for engaging a‘ support surface; _ » 

b. an upstanding support member having an upper 
end and a lower end, the lower end of said support 
member being generally U-shaped and including 
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. spaced side walls and a web member extending be 
tween said side walls; 

c. cooperating means on said base and on the lower , 
end of said support member for mounting said sup 
port member on said base and in an upstanding po- 5 
sition, said cooperating means including the flat 
top of said base having a recess therein adapted to 
receive said lower end of said support member; 

d. a platform having a generally flat portion; 
e. cooperating means on the upper end of said sup- 10 
port member and the ?at portion of said platform 
.for mounting said platform on said support mem 
ber, said cooperating means including the flat por 
tion of said platform having a‘ recess therein 
adapted to receive upper end of said support mem- 15 
ber; 

f. the upper end of said support member having 
spaced side walls and a web member extending be 
tween said side walls and an arm spaced from said 
web member and extending between said side 20 
walls; ' ' 

g. means ‘engaging and extending between said plat 
form and said base for effecting seating engage 

' ment of said support memberon said base member 
and seating engagement of said platform on said 25 
support member and retaining seating engagement. 

9. A ‘step stool as set forth in claim 8 including: 
a. a step member having a generally ?at portion, said 
- step member being positioned between said flat top 30 
of said base and said ?at portion of said platform; 
and 

b. cooperating means on said step member and on 
said support member for. mounting said step mem 
ber on said support member. 35 
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10. A step stool as set forth in claim-9 whereinr' ' 
a. the ?at top of said base has an aperture therein; 
b. said platform has an aperture therein aligned with 
the aperture in said ?at top of said base; ' v 

c. an elongated shaft extends through said support 
member and has a head portion engaging said plat 
form and a threaded end portion extending through 
the aperture in the ?at top of said base; and . 

d. {means aremountedon the threaded end portion 
of the elongated shaft for effecting seating'of the 
platform on said support member and seating of 
said support member in said recess in said base. 

11. A step stool as set forth in claim 10 wherein: 
a. said step member has a tongue'portion extending 

' therefrom; ' 

b. said tongue portion of said step member has an ap 
erture therein for said elongated shaft to extend 
therethrough; ' ‘ 

c; said support member has a second arm extending 
between said side walls and positioned below said 
first named arm. at the upper end of said support 
member; j ' ' " 

(1. said step member is in supported engagement with 
said second arm; and I ' I 

e. facing surfaces of said side walls of said support 
member each have spaced enlarged portions 
thereon adapted to receive the tongue portion of 
said step member 'therebetween.v 

12. A step stool as set forth in claim 11 including: 
a. at least one socket in said platform; and 
‘b. at least one post member having one end portion 

thereof received in said socket in said platform, 
said post member extending‘ generally upwardly. 
from said platform. 

* * * * * 


