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[57] ABSCT 

A container of plastic material for articles comprising 
as a particular embodiment a razor and concomitants 
such as a blade dispenser, the container embodying 
three main elements comprising a base, a masking 
platform and a cover, the base having depressions or 
pockets or other means for releasably holding the arti 
cle parts in predetermined positions, the platform 
being normally positioned over the base and having 
viewing openings therethrough registering with the re 
spective article parts, the base and platform being cast 
of plastic as a one piece unit with integral ?exible 
hinges, the cover being originally cast separately but 
in assembly permanently secured over the platform, 
and the base and platform unit being composed of 
opaque material and the cover of transparent material 
whereby with the container closed the article parts are 
viewable through the cover at the platform window 
openings. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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ARTICLE DISPLAY CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is in the field of plastic containers for 
small articles such as safety razors which are commonly 
accompanied by dispensers. Such containers are usu 
ally for shipping, display and storage purposes and 
often comprise or- include transparent plastic parts 
through which the articles may be viewed. The contain 
ers in some instances embody three main components 
comprising a base, a tray and a cover. The US. Pat. 
Nos. Metzler et al, 2,925,905 Stahl et al, 3,095,965 and 
Levey et'al, 3,370,697 are examples. However, in each 
of these patents the intermediate component is a re 
movable tray in which are located the articles. 
The container of the present invention embodies as 

one of its features a so-called living hinge that is a plas 
tic hinge connection of ?exible material cast integrally 
between major parts. There are many instances of such 
features in general in the prior art but none insofar as 
the present inventor is' aware in a combination and rela 
tion comparable to that of the present invention. The 
above noted US. Pat. No. Levey et al, 3,370,697 is an 
example. Other examples are the US. Pat. Nos. to 
Regis 3,405,836, Swartzbaugh 3,458,] 13 and Jones 
3,595,433. 

THE PRESENT INVENTION 

The present embodiment of the invention comprises 
a container of the general class indicated commonly re 
ferred to as a razor set box and adapted in particular to 
house a safety razor and its concomitants such as a 
blade dispenser and an instruction booklet. It includes 
a base part, an intermediate masking platform and a 
cover. The base and platform are cast of plastic as a sin 
gle unit in an open flat arrangement with ?exible con 
necting hinge means extending between and integral 
with the two parts. The cover is cast separately of plas 
tic material and is then permanently secured to the 
platform part by suitable means such as heat sealable 
interengaging lugs. 
The base and platform unit is of opaque material and 

the base has depressions or other formations of appro 
priate character to mount the article parts in predeter 
mined positions and the platform has windows which 
register with the article parts. The cover is of transpar 
ent material and accordingly the article parts are visible 
with the container closed. The platform in the ?nal as 
sembly being ?xed to the cover, it in effect becomes in 
tegral therewith and the cover and platform open to 
gether as a unit fully exposing the article parts on the 
base. ' 

The various features and advantages will be made 
more clear from a consideration of the description to 
follow of an embodiment of the invention in connec 
tion with the drawings in which: 
FIG. I is a fully assembled container with the articles 

mounted therein comprising a safety razor a blade dis 
penser and an instruction booklet; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the cover, masking plat 

form and base; 7 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the assembled container; 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken on the plane 
IV—IV of FIG.‘ 3; and 

5 

10 

25 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

2 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken on the plane 

V—~V of FIG. 3. ~ 

As shown particularly in FIG. 2 the container embod 
ies three major parts comprising a cover 10, a masking 
platform 11 and a base 12. The platform 11 and base 
12 are initially cast as one unitary part connected to 
gether by hinge means of a thin ?exible material at the 
edge lines 13 and 14 respectively such integral ?exible 
web connectors being commonly referred to as a “liv 
.ing hinge”. As normally cast the platform and base are 
in open ?at'condition with the platform 11 reversed in 
position and in a generally common plane with the con 
necting thin ?exible web parts at the lines 13 and 14 as 
states. 

The web connection may be continuous along the 
edges l3, 14 but it is sufficient to have sections thereof 
as indicated at 15a, 15b and 15c with intervening open 
spaces. The platform and base unit are cast of suitable 
plastic material, polypropylene being a particularly 
practical type which affords adequate strength and high 
?exibility at the hinge areas. For a reason to be de 
scribed shortly the material is preferably made substan 
tially opaque. 
The cover 10 is of rectangular box-like shape with 

four sides and a top wall and an open bottom face. It 
is caste with a series of tabs 20 projecting downwardly 
from the bottom edges which may vary in number de 
pendent upon the circumstances. In assembling the 
container the tabs 20 are engaged in complemental 
slots 21 in the platform 11 arranged in a pattern corre 
sponding to the locations of the tabs 20. The tabs are 
secured in the openings in the platform 11 by a suitable 
heat-sealing means such that the tabs are distorted so 
that they cannot be withdrawnand the cover 10 and 
platform 11 become permanently secured together and 
may be swung open as a unit as appears particularly in 
FIG. 1. The cover is composed of suitable transparent 
plastic material which may be for example polystyrene. 

The base 12. has suitable means for locating the arti 
cle parts therein which includes appropriately con~ 
toured depressions and ribs. For example the base has 
upstanding ribs forming abox-like receptacle open at 
the top as indicated at 30 adapted to receive a dis 
penser of the type shown at 31 in FIG. 1 having the 
usual tongue or key part 32 which extends out through 
the opening 33 of the box-like opening 30. The safety 
razor 35 in the particular type of locating means shown 
has a head portion 36 adapted to be mounted in the 
box-like part 37 of the base 12 which includes a sloping 
area 38 against which the angled end face of the razor 
engages. The razor handle extends over and across key 
32 of the dispenser and at its lower end is engaged in 
a saddle 40 extending upwardly from the surface of the 
base 12. 

In the present embodiment of the invention an open 
top box-like receptacle 45 has four upstanding side 
walls providing a ?at supporting platform 46 as appears 
particularly in FIG. 5 the platform being within a rect 
angular frame de?ned by a rib 47 extending completely 
around the rectangular opening. In the interest of 
strength but lighter weight the construction includes 
openings 50, j 51 and 52 as appears in the cross 
sectional view of FIG. 5. The rib or ?ange 47 de?nes 
a rectangular opening shaped and of a size generally 'to 
accommodate an instruction booklet 53 as appears in 
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FIG. 1 the booklet resting upon the platform surface 
46. 
Additional means may be provided for holding the 

articles in their predetermined position when the con 
tainer is closed. For example the platform 11 has a ?n 
ger piece 60 with a right angle lip 61 engaging over the 
dispenser 31 when the cover is closed and the reinforc 
ing rib 62 on the lower face of the platform engages 
over and holds down the dispenser key 32. A rectangu 
lar frame 63 on the lower face of the platform 11 cap 
tures the instruction booklet on the platform area 46 of 
the base within the rectangular frame formed by the rib 
47. 
The platform 11 has openings therethrough of a suit 

able shape and size to expose the articles or the respec 
tive desired portions thereof below the openings to best 
advantage when the container is closed the cover as 
previously pointed out being of transparent material. 
For example the body portion of the dispenser extends 
in fact upwardly through the opening 70 in the platform 
the booklet or that portion of it desired is viewable 
through the opening 71 and the razor head is viewable 
through the opening 72 and the handle through the ex 
tension 73 of the opening 72. The masking platform 11 
and the base 12 are as previously stated substantially 
opaque and may be of a selected color. By the term 
“substantially opaque" is meant that the masking areas 
of the platfonn restrict the light rays sufficiently to ob 
scure the article parts and the platform also contains 
structural details whereby there is produced a distinct 
contrast with the article parts clearly viewable through 
the platform openings. In general, therefore, with the 
container closed the respective articles are seen as if 
resting on the platform 1] although they are actually 
resting on and held on the base 12. 

Suitable means are provided for holding the joined 
cover and platform in closed position comprising in the 
present case a releasable detent means shown particu 
larly in FIG. 5 comprising a tab 75 integral with and de 
pending from the platform member 11 arranged to ex 
tend through an opening 76 in the main horizontal wall 
of the base member 12. To effect the latching the tab 
has an inclined latch lead 75a and the entrance to the 
opening 76 has a cam surface 760 inclined at about 30°. 
The latch means is located interiorly of the container 
and to facilitate opening the enlarged lower end is pro 
vided with an upper rounded cam surface 75b. The 
container, therefore, is openable by pressure applied in 
the manner of opening a clam without deformation of 
the container outer frame parts. As an aid in effecting 
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4 
the opening of the container the platform and cover are 
provided with arc-shaped registering depressions 78 
and 79 as shown best in FIG. 1. 

In the opened position of the container as pictured in 
FIG. 1 the articles are each readily accessible for re 
moval. The container as a whole is well adapted as a 
shipping and storage container for the razor and its 
concomitant parts and it also comprises an attractive 
counter display piece of merchandise. 

It will be appreciated that certain changes in carrying 
out the method of forming the container and certain 
modi?cations in the container which embody the in 
vention may be made without departing from the scope 
of the invention, and accordingly that all matter con 
tained in the above description and shown in the ac 
companying drawing shall be interpreted as illustrative 
and not in a limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: . 
1. An article container embodying a base having 

openings with articles removably mounted therein in 
predetermined positions, a masking platform of sub 
stantially opaque material mounted over the articles 
having openings registering with the respective articles 
shaped to expose portions of the articles and to mask 
off other portions, and a cover of substantially trans 
parent material hingedly connected to the container. 

2. A container in accordance with claim 1 in which 
the cover and masking platform are permanently se 
cured together as a unit and the unit has a hinge con 
nection to the base. 

3. An article container in accordance with claim 1 in 
which said base and masking platform are of plastic 
material integrally cast as a unit with an integral con 
necting hinge, and said cover is of plastic separately 
cast and permanently secured to said masking plat 
form. 

4. An article container comprised of a base, a plat 
form positionable over the base, and a cover, said base 
and platform being of plastic material cast as a unit 
with an integral connecting hinge, and said cover being 
of plastic material separately cast and permanently se 
cured to said platform, said base having means for 
mounting articles thereon in predetermined positions 
and said platform having openings registering with the 
respective article positions to display the articles, and 
said base and platform being composed of substantially 
opaque material and the cover of substantially trans 
parent material whereby the articles may be viewed 
through the cover when closed. 

* * * * * 




