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An athletic shoe, such as for track or basketball, is de 
scribed having an upper formed of at least two upper 
sections made of different material joined together 
and to a sole member. Preferably‘ the upper includes 
an upper section of synthetic material which does not 
overlap the other upper section to which it is joined, 
except at the junction along their joined edges. One of 

' the upper sections is a toe section made of leather and 
joined to a heel upper section made of a synthetic 
vwoven fabric, such as nylon, to give the comfort and 
closel?t of leather, along with the strength, reduced 
weight and weather resistance of synthetic fabric. 
However, it is also possible to make the two upper 
sections of other materials, including vinyl. In addi 
tion, a cover strip including a layer of synthetic foam 
material and a backing layer of fabric, such as nylon, 
is provided over the inner surface of the junction 
formed by the overlapping edges of two upper sections 
where they are joined together to provide greater 
comfort and additional reinforcing support for the 
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ATHLETIC SHOE HAVING UPPER SECTIONS OF 
DIFFERENT MATERIALS AND COVER STRIP 
UNDER JUNCTION BETWEEN SUCH SECTIONS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 
The subject matter of the present invention relates 

generally to improved athletic shoes for various sports, 
such as track and ?eld, football, baseball, basketball, 
‘tennis or the like, and in particular to such athletic 
shoes in which the upper portion of the shoe is formed 
of a plurality of upper sections made of different mate 
rials and the inner surface of the junction between the 
overlapping edges of two upper sections is covered with 
a, strip of synthetic foam material and a backing layer 
of fabric. . i ‘ 

By providing the athletic shoe with a plurality of 
upper sections made of different material, it is possible 
to optimize the desired characteristics of the shoe. 
Thus, it is possible to provide a toe upper section with 
a material giving great comfort and close fit, and to 
provide a heel upper section with another material of 
higher strength, lighter weight, and more weather resis 
tance. For example, leather can be employed for the 
toe section while a woven synthetic fabric such as nylon 
can be employed in the heel section of the upper. In ad 
dition, this enables‘the shoe to be made of several dif 
ferent colored materials, such as the school colors, 
which greatly increases the attractive appearance of 
such shoes. ' ' 

Conventional shoes are made with an upper shoe 
portion‘ made entirely of the same material, such as 
leather, canvas or synthetic fabric, even though occa 
sionally reinforcing members of other material may be 
provided over the outer surface of the upper. This con 
struction has the disadvantage that no one material has 
all of the characteristics necessary for an athletic shoe 
of best performance. This disadvantage has been over 
come by the shoe of the present invention, as indicated 
above. ' 

When joining two upper sections made of the same 
or different materials, the junction formed by their 
overlapping edges is of greater thickness which can 
cause irritation and discomfort to the foot and such 
junction may also weaken the shoe. This reduction in 
strength is a particular problem in the arch region be‘ 
cause it is subjected to great stress. These problems 
have been overcome in the present invention by em 
ploying a reinforcing cover strip including a layer of 
synthetic foam material and a backing layer of fabric 
over the inner surface of the junction so that such rein~ 
forcing cover strip extends partially over the inner sur 
face of the upper sections beyond their overlapping 
portions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, one object of the present invention to‘ 
provide an improved athletic shoe having an upper 
shoe portion optimized for more desired characteristics 
by forming‘it of a plurality of upper sections made of 
different material whose major portions do not overlap 
but are joined together and to the sole portion of the 
shoe. 1 ' , 

Another object of the invention is to provide an im 
proved athletic shoe having an upper shoe portion 
made of a plurality of upper sections joined together at 
a junction formed by the overlapping edges of such sec 
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tions, and a cover strip provided over the inner surface 
of such junction for greater comfort and strength. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved track and ?eld shoe in which the joined upper 
sections include a toe upper section made of leather 
and a heel upper section made of synthetic material, 
such as a woven synthetic fabric, to provide a close fit 
and great comfort in the ‘toe section and to provide 
greater strength, lighter weight, and better weather re 
sistant characteristics in the heel section. ' 

Still another object of the invention is to provide such 
an athletic shoe in which the cover strip includes a 
layer of synthetic foam and a backing layer of fabric, 

' such as a woven synthetic fabric, which together pro 
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vide greater comfort and strength at the junction be 
tween two upper sections. 
A still further object of- the present invention is to ‘ 

provide such an athletic shoe in which the joined upper 
sections are made of different materials, different 
thicknesses, or different colors, to provide such shoe 
with optimum performances and attractive appearance 
while still being of relatively'inexpensive construction. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Other objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion will be apparent from the following detailed de‘ 
scription of certain preferred embodiments thereof and 
from the attached drawings of which: 
FIG. 1 is a side. elevation view of a track and ?eld 

shoe in accordance with one embodiment of the inven 
tion; ‘ 

FIG. 2 is an elevation view of the bottom of the shoe 
of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged section view taken along the 

line 3-3 of FIG. 1 showing the cover strip under the 
junction between two joined upper sections of different 
material; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged section view of a portion of the 

multilayered nylon fabric used in the heel upper section 
of FIG. 3; V I t . 

FIG.- 5 is a side elevation view. of‘a basketball shoe 
made in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention; and 
FIG. 6 is a section view taken along the line 6-6 of 

FIG. 5 on an enlarged scale of the cover strip under the 
junction of two joined upper sections of the same mate~ 
rial. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a track and field shoe 
made in accordance with one embodiment of the pres 
ent invention has an upper shoe portion 10 including a 
toe upper section 12 and a heel upper section 14 made 
of different materialsat least one of which is a syn 
thetic. The upper sections 12 and 14 are joined to 
gether at two junctions 16 formed by overlapping edges 

' of ‘such sections in the arch region but the major por 
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tions of such upper sections do not overlap. The upper 
sections are joined together in any suitable manner, 
such as by thread 17 of nylon or other high strength 
material. These two upper sections 12 and 14 are also 
joined to a sole portion 18 which may includev a ?exible 
plastic toe plate 20 having metal spikes‘ 22 attached 
thereto in a conventional manner. The sole 18 may also 
include a heel plate member 24 of synthetic rubber 
having a plurality of circular projections 26 molded 
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into the lower surface of such heel plate, such projec 
tions being provided with conical points for better trac 
tion. 
The toe upper section 12 may be formed of leather, 

such as kangaroo skin with the rough side out, while the 
heel‘ upper section 14 is formed of a synthetic material 
including a woven synthetic fabric, such as nylon, or a 
non-woven synthetic material such as vinyl. However, 
as‘ hereafter discussed in connection with FIGS. 5 and 
6, it is also possible to form the heel upper section 14 

the toe upper section 12. Such an all leather upper 
formed by a plurality of joined upper sections enables 
more ef?cient use of the entire skin, and thereby re 
duces the cost of shoe construction, while at the same 
time enabling the toe section and the heel section to be 
made of different colored materials for a more attract 
ive appearance. 
As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the inner surface of each 

junction 16 between the toe section l2 and the heel 
section 14 is provided with a cover strip 28. The cover 
strip includes a layer 30 of synthetic foam plastic or 
rubber contacting the upper sections 12 and M, and an 
inner backing layer 32 of fabric including a woven syn 
thetic fabric, such as nylon. The cover strip 28 extends 
partially over the inner surface of the toe section 12 
and the heel section 14 beyond the overlapping edges 
of such sections forming junction 16, so that such strip 
has a width several times the width of such junction. 
The cover strip 28 is secured to the upper sections 12 
and 14 by two thread stitchings 34 at the opposite 
edges of such strip, such thread being made of nylon or 
other suitable high strength thread. The junctions 16 
where the edges of the upper sections 12 and 14» over 
lap are positioned in the arch region and would tend to 
cause discomfort due to the increased thickness at such 
junctions, as well as to weaken the shoe in this critical 
arch region which is subject to great stress. The cover 
strip 28 overcomes these problems since the foam layer 
30 smoothesand cushions the overlap of the upper sec 
tions at junction 16 and thereby prevents any discom 
fort to the wearer, while the nylon fabric layer 32 in 
creases the strength of the shoe in the area of such 
junction 16 and provides greater arch support. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the heel section M of the upper 

may include a nylon fabric in the form of a three layer 
“sandwich” of the type described in pending US. Pat. 
application Ser. No. 284,736, ?led Aug. 30, 1972, by 
William J. Bowerman. This fabric includes a synthetic 
foam layer 36 between two woven synthetic fabric lay 
ers 38 and 40 with the outer layer 40 being of a nylon 
tricot fabric. Preferably, the foam layers 36 and 3th 
should be sufficiently porous so that they “breathe” or 
pass air through for ventilation. 

It should be noted that a side reinforcing member 42 
may be provided over the outer surface of a little toe 
portion of the upper section 12 and such reinforcing 
member can be made of the same material as section 
12 or it can be made of a synthetic material, such as vi 
nyl. Similarly, heel reinforcing members 46 and 414 of 
leather and vinyl, respectively, may be provided over 
the outer surface of the rear end portion of the heel 
section 14 of the upper. Also, the vinyl member 46 has 
a pair of elongated ends 47 extending around the ankle 
opening in the top of the upper 10. Finally, a decorative 
stripe 48 of vinyl of contrasting color may be sewn over 
the upper sections 12 and 14, which serves as the iden 
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tifying symbol or trademark of the assignee of the pres 
ent invention. However, it is obvious that this stripe 48, 
as well as the reinforcing members 42, 414‘ and 46 can 
be eliminated from the shoe. 

5 A basketball or tennis shoe made in accordance with 
another embodiment of the present invention is shown 
in FIGS. 5 and 6, and include an upper 10’ formed by 
a toe upper section 12’ and a heel upper section 14’ 
which are joined together at junction 16' and 'are joined 

‘ . 10 to the sole portion 18’. These elements are all similar 
of leather which may be calf skin thicker than that of - to the correspondingly numbered elements of the track 

and ?eld shoe previously described and for this reason 
will not be discussed in detail. However, the upper sec 
tions 12' and 14’ may both be made of the samemate 
rial, such as leather, for reasons of economy. As shown 
in FIG. 6, a cover strip 28 including a layer of synthetic 
foam material 30 and a backing layer 32 of synthetic 
woven fabric is provided over the inner surface of the 
junction 16’ formed by the overlapping edges of upper 
sections 12’ and 14'. As stated previously, while both 
the toe portion 12' and heel portion 14' may be made 
of the same materials, it is also possible to make them 
of different materials, including a synthetic fabric such 

25 as a woven nylon fabric or a non-woven vinyl fabric, 
like the shoe of FIGS. 1 to 4. _ 

It will be obvious to those having ordinary skill in the 
art that many changes may be made in the details of the 
above-described preferred embodiments of the present 

30 invention without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention. Therefore, the scope of the present invention 
should only be determined by the following claims. 

I claim: _ 

ll. An athletic shoe in which the improvement com 
3 5 prises: 

an upper shoe portion formed of a plurality of upper 
sections joined together and joined to a sole por 
tion, including two joined upper sections being 
made of different material, at least one of which is 

40 a synthetic material; 
said upper section of synthetic material being posi 
tioned so that at least the major portion thereof 
does not overlap the other upper section to which 
it is joined. 

45 2. A shoe in accordance with claim l in which the 
other of said two upper sections is made of leather. 

3. A shoe in accordance with claim 2 in which the 
leather section forms the toe of the shoe upper while 
the synthetic section forms the heel, of the shoe upper. 

4. A shoe in accordance with claim 2 in which the 
synthetic material is a woven fabric. 

5. A shoe in accordance with claim 4 in which the 
fabric is nylon. 

6. A shoe in accordance with claim 1 which is a track 
shoe having spikes attached to the sole portion. 

7. A shoe in accordance with claim 1 which also in 
cludes a cover strip means for covering the inner sur~ 
face of the junction where said upper sections are 
joined together, with a strip of synthetic foam material 
and a backing layer secured to said upper sections. 

8. An athletic shoe in which the improvement com~ 
prises: 

65 ' an upper shoe portion formed by a plurality of upper 
sections joined together to provide the inner sur 
face of said upper portion and joined to a sole por 
tion, at least two of said upper sections having their 
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edges overlapping at a junction where they are 11. A shoe in accordance with claim 9 in which said 
joined; and junction and cover strip means are located at the arch 

cover strip means for covering the inner surface of region of the shoe so that said cover strip‘ means pro‘ 
said Junction with a strip of synthetic foam material vides additional support for the arch. 
and a backing layer secured to said upper sections 5 12. A shoe in accordance with claim 8 in which one 
and extending partially over the inner surfaces of of said two upper sections is made of leather, and the 
said upper sections beyond their overlapping por- ' other section is made of synthetic fabric. 
tions. 13. A shoe in accordance with claim 8 in which said _ 

9. A shoe in accordance with claim 8 in which the two upper sections are both made of leather. 
backing layer is a woven synthetic fabric. 10 14. A shoe in accordance with claim 8 which has two 

10. A shoe in accordance with claim 9 in which the of said cover strip means on opposite sides of the shoe. 
fabric is nylon and thread means secures the fabric and ‘ 
foam strip to-the upper sections. * * * * * 
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