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[ 5 7 ] ABSTRACT 
The combination of a backboard and basketball goal 
wherein mounts are ?xed upon the backboard and the 
basketball goal is hingedly supported upon said 
mounts whereby the said goal may swing within a ver 
tical plane between downward, or game playing condi 
tion, and upward, inoperative position, with the ring of 
the goal substantially planarwise parallel to the back 
board. Brace rods are affixed at one of their ends to 
the goal and are individually detachably securable to 
said mounts. Each brace is adjustable to assure proper 
positioning of the goal in usage. 

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 





3,820,784 
1 

COLLAPSIBLE BASKETBALL GOAL 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

This invention relates in general to basketball goals 
and, more particularly, to the combination of a basket 
ball goal and backboard wherein the goal is movable 
between playing condition and inoperative condition. 

Heretofore, the shipping of basketball goals and asso 
ciated backboards has caused certain problems in that 
with the goal rigidly affixed to the backboard, a sub 
stantially voluminous packaging is required with com 
mensurate shipping charges being incurred. Transport 
ing the goal and backboard separately to the intended 
user necessitates an assembly problem which is not al 
ways easily accomplished and particularly so with goals 
for home usage. - 

Furthermore, such goals usually comprehend brace 
rods welded to the goal and to the back plate so that the 
same are not adjustable. Deformation of the rods, as 
through shipping or usage, do not permit of facile cor-> 
rection, most often necessitating replacement. Certain 
limited attempts have been made to develop a goal 
mounting for swingable movement upon a backboard, 
but such have not proved successful as a result of com 
plexity of structure, as well as lack of means for com 
pensating for deformation in the support elements. 
Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 

provide a basketball goal which is uniquely pivotally 
mounted upon a backboard so that when in disuse may 
be swung to present the ring of the goal into substan 
tially planar parallel relationship to the backboard and 
thus present a compact, relatively flat article for ship 
ping in minimum space. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a collapsible basketball goal which is easily dis 
posed into playing condition, necessitating no more 
than the customary hand tools found in the average 
home tool chest, so that the heretofore accepted dif? 
culties of goal mounting are obviated. 

It is another object of the present invention tolpro 
vide a‘ combination backboard and basketball goal 
wherein the same are in integral condition, whether in 
operative or inoperative condition, thereby eliminating 
the multiplicity of discrete independent components 
customarily provided for basketball goal assembly. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a collapsible basketball goal incorporating inde 
pendent brace rods, each of which may be suitably ad 
justed to compensate for any “sagging” or the like of 
the goal through usage, or any inadvertent displace 
ment of the same from requisite playing position as 
through bending, etc. I 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a basketball goal of the character stated which 
comprehends a simplicity of parts, each of which are 
durable and, hence, resistant to breakdown; which goal 
may be most economically produced; and which is reli 
able in usage. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a basketball goal 
mounted upon a backboard in a manner constructed in 
accordance with and embodying the present invention. 
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2 
FIG. 2 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken on 

the line 2—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken on 

the line 3—3 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary plan view, in partial section, 

taken on the line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5 is a side elevational view illustrating the goal 

in collapsed or inoperative condition. ' 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
- ‘ EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings which illustrate the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, A desig 
nates a basketball goal as mounted upon a backboard 
B, both of which are of fundamentally conventional 
character. Said goal thus comprises the usual ring or 
annulus 1 as formed of round steel stock and having 
?xed, as by welding on its undersurface, a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced net hooks 2 for suspension 
therefrom of the usual net 3. Backboard B may be of 
any selected contour whether rectangular, fan shaped, 
etc., and fabricated of glass, wood, metal, or synthetics. 

Provided upon the lower central portion of back 
board B is a pair of horizontally spaced-apart coopera 
tive mounts 4,4’ which are preferably of identical char 
acter for economy in production and ease of replace 
ment. Mounts 4,4’ are of angle shape in cross section, 
each having a relatively narrow base ?ange 5,5’, re 
spectively, disposed ?atwise against backboard B and 
a upport ?ange 6,6’, respectively, which is planarwise 
perpendicular to the related base ?ange 5,5’ and, ac 
cordingly, to the plane of backboard B. Each base 
?ange 5,5’ is ?xed to backboard B as by a pair of upper 
and lower bolts 7,7’, with the latter extending through 
elongated apertures 8,8’, respectively, provided in base 
?anges 5,5’. Said apertures 8,8’ thus conduce to facility 
in securing mounts 4,4’ for permitting of preselected 
location of lower bolts 7,7’. Support ?anges 6,6’ of 
mounts 4,4’ are .in parallel relationship and are pres 
ented on the side of said mounts 4,4’ remote from the 
proximate lateral edges of backboard B. Support 
?anges 6,6’ also incorporate elongated vertically ex 
tending apertures 9,9’ for purposes presently appear 
ing; and in their upper end portions said support ?anges 
6,6’ contain aligned openings 10,10’, respectively, to 
provide bearings within which are journalled the ends 
of a hinge rod 11 extending transversely between said 
support ?anges 6,6’ and projecting at its end slightly 
therebeyond. By way of identity of the mounts 4,4’, it 
may be observed that openings 10,10’ in ?anges 6,6’ 
correspond to openings (not shown) in ?anges 5,5’ 
through which upper bolts 7 extend. 
Hinge rod 11 is ridigly secured, through welding, in 

dicated 12, to the undersurface of the rearward portion 
of the horizontal component 13 of a back plate 14 fab 
ricated of sheet stock and incorporating a vertical com 
ponent or ?ange 15 at its rearward end for extension 
normally downwardly therefrom. At its forward or 
hinge rod remote end, horizontal component 13 is se 
cured, also as by welding, at 16, to the rearward portion 
of ring 1. The longitudinal extent of horizontal compo 
nent 13 is such as to locate ring 1 the prescribed dis 
tance from backboard B when goalA is in playing posi 
tion (see FIG. 1). 

Accordingly, it will be seen that goal A, by means of 
back plate 14, is integral with hinge rod 11 so that 
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swinging of the latter will cause a commensurate rock 
ing of goal 1 within a vertical plane. Flange 15 of back 
plate 14 is relatively short and suitably punched adja 
cent each of its side edges for alignment with openings 
(not shown) provided in backboard B to permit of ex 
tension therethrough of bolts 17 for attaching said 
?ange directly to backboard B between mounts 4,4’. 
Upon removal of bolts 17 backplate 14 is disposed for 
rocking upon swinging of hinge rod 11 between ‘opera 
tive position, as indicated in FIG. 3, and inoperative po 
sition, as shown in FIG. 5, wherein ring 1 will be 
brought into planar parallel relationship against back 
board B upwardly of mounts 4,4’. It will, of course, be 
apparent that FIG. 5 has omitted therefrom the net 3. 

Provided for stabilizing goal A in game position, is a 
pair of brace rods 18,18’ which at their forward ends 
are rigidly af?xed to ring 1, as at 19,19’, through weld 
ing and in the normally rearward portion or backboard 
adjacent portion of ring 1. Said brace rods 18,18’ are 
convergingly related as they progress from ring 1 to a 
point spacedly from backboard B and are thence bent, 
as at 20,20’, into general axially parallel relationship. 
At the end extremeties of each of said brace rods 
18,18’ the same are bent in a loop like manner to form 
eyelets 21,21’ for extension therethrough of the stems 
22,22’ of relatively short bolts projecting through 
openings 9 within the related support ?ange 6,6’ of 
mounts 4,4’. Said brace rods are presented against the 
laterally outwardly directed faces of said ?anges 6,6’, 
there being a gasket 23,23’ held thereagainst by the 
head 24,24’ of the bolts 22,22’; nuts 25,25’ being se 
cured upon the inner projecting ends of each bolt 
22,22’ in abutment against the proximate inner face of 
each support ?ange 6,6’. ’ 

It will thus be seen that brace rods 18,18’ are mutu 
ally independent, as distinguished from conventional 
construction wherein the same are actually a part of a 
unitary construction which is normally welded directly 
to the back plate. In the present case, each brace rod 
18,18’ is individually secured upon its respective 
mount 4,4’ and may be individually secured so as to 
compensate for any “sagging” or uneveness in the pre 
sentation of ring 1. The elongated apertures 9,9’ allow 
a marked range of adjustability thereby enhancing the 
longevity of the goal A since any de?ection or deforma 
tion encountered through long usage may be easily off 
set. 
Thus, with goal A disposed in the manner shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 3, with bolts 17 secured, and with bolts 
22,2” retaining brace rods 18,18’, respectively, in sta 
ble condition, goal A is available for playing purposes. 
However, when it is desired to effect transport of goal 
A, or to dispose same for compact storage, the user 
need merely release bolts 22,22’ to free rods 18,18’ 
from engagement with said mounts 4,4’, respectively, 
and to release bolts 17. Thereby upon the application 
of an upwardly directed force upon ring 1, the same 
will cause pivot rod 11 to turn and threby permit ring 
1 to move easily and freely into a collapsed state, 
against backboard B, as illustrated in FIG. 5. There 
upon, the combination backboard and goal are fully 
compacted, requiring minimum space for either trans 
port or storage. 
Having described our invention what we claim and 

desire to obtain by Letters Patent is: 
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4 
1. The combination of a basketball backboard and a 

basketball goal, said latter comprising a rim, means 
swingably engaging said rim upon said backboard for 
movement between horizontal or game playing position 
and vertical or inoperative position wherein said rim is 
in substantially planar parallel relationship to the con 
fronting portion of said backboard, a pair of spaced 
apart mounting members engaged upon said back 
board, said mounting members each having a first 
?ange in planar perpendicular relationship to said 
backboard, ?rst and second brace rods each ?xed in 
their forward end portions upon said rim, each of said 
?rst and second brace rods having a loop~like forma 
tion at their rim-remote ends, ?rst and second fastener 
members, respectively, extending through the loop-like 
formations at the ends of said ?rst and second brace 
rods, there being openings provided in said mounting 
member ?rst ?anges for extension therethrough of siad 
?rst and second fastener members, said ?rst ?ange 
openings being vertically elongated permitting of se 
lected relative vertical location of said rim-remote ends 
of said ?rst and second brace rods. 

2. The combination of a basketball backboard and a 
basketball goal as de?ned in claim 1 and further char 
acterized by said swingable means comprising a pivot 
rod, said mounting member ?rst ?anges having aligned 
bearing openings upwardly of said elongated openings, 
said pivot rod being journalled at its ends in said bear 
ing openings, and means connecting said rim to said 
pivot rod. 

3. The combination of a basketball backboard and a 
basketball goal as de?ned in claim 2 and further char 
acterized by said means connecting said rim and said 
pivot rod comprising a connector member ?xed at its 
normally outer end to the said rim and ?xed in its inner 
end portion upon said pivot rod, said connector mem 
ber being engaged to said rim in its rearward or court 
remote portion. 

4. The combination of a basketball backboard and a 
basketball goal as de?ned in claim 3 and further char 
acterized by said pivot rod bearing openings being pres 
ented spacedly from the adjacent face of said back 
board, said connecting member comprising a plate 
?xed at its forward end to the rearward portion of said 
rim and engaged in its opposite end portion upon said 
pivot rod, there being a ?ange provided on the rear 
ward end portion of said plate for disposition between 
said backboard and said pivot rod. 

5. The combination of a basketball backboard and a 
basketball goal as de?ned in claim 1 and further char 
acterized by each of said mounting members having a 
second ?ange in planar parallel relationship to said 
backboard, each of said second ?anges having elongate 
vertical openings, and fastener members extending 
through said second ?ange vertical elongate openings 
whereby said mounting members may be selectedly po~ 
sitioned relatively vertical of said backboard. 

6. In combination with a basketball backboard hav 
ing a front or court-confronting planar face, and 
mounting members ?xed on said backboard front face 
in its lower central portion, said mounting members 
each having a ?rst ?ange in planar perpendicular rela 
tionship to said backboard, of a basketball goad com 
prising a rim, a back plate ?xed in its forward end upon 
the rearward end portion of said rim and extending nor 
mally rearwardly therefrom toward said backboard, 
said plate having a depending ?ange in its rearward or 
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backboard adjacent portion, aligned bearings provided 
in the upper portion of said ?rst ?anges of said mount 
ing members, a hinge rod journalled in said bearings for 
extension between said mounting members, said hinge 
rod being spaced forwardly of said backboard, said 
back plate in its rearward portion being ?xed upon said 
hinge rod, said ?ange on said back plate extending be 
tween said hinge rod and said backboard, ?rst and sec 
ond brace rods ?xed at their forward ends upon said 
rim for extension toward said backboard, said mount 
ing members each being provided with an elongate ver 
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6 
tical opening beneath the hinge rod bearings, a bolt 
provided for extension through each of said elongate 
vertical openings, each of said ?rst and second brace 
rods having eyelets provided in their rearward or rim 
remote ends for extension therethrough of said bolts, 
said elongate vertical openings of said ?rst ?anges of 
said mounting members permitting of selected relative 
vertical location of said rim-remote ends of said first 
and second brace rods. 

* =l= * * >l< 
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