
I 

United States Patent 1191 1111 3,818,956 
Chamberlain [45] June 25, 1974 

[54] FREEZER BAG HOLDER 1,953,042 3/1934 Cody ............................. .. 141/314 x 
. . 2,688,429 9/1954 Dav’ ........................ .. 141/314 

[75] Inventor: T'F'mhy 5- Chamberlam’ 2,827,931 3/1958 Med/Sig‘? ................. .. 141/316 x 
Ellzabethtown, Ky- 2,928,259 3/1960 Mundie ......................... .. 141/341 x 

[73] Assignee: Day Star Corporation, Lexington, 
Ky_ Primary Examiner—l-louston S. Bell, Jr. 

_ Assistant Examiner-—Frederick R. Schmidt 
[22] Wed: Oct‘ 10’ 1972 Att0rney,Agent, or Firm-Wood,Herron& Evans 
1211 Appl. NO.1296,078 ' 

[57] ABSTRACT 
[52] US‘. Cl .............. .. 141/316, 141/390, 220/63 R, A holder for holding a thin-walled bag such as a 

248/99 freezer bag in a position for easy ?lling. The bag 
[51] Int. Cl ........................................... .. B65b 39/06 holder comprises two pieces, one being a generally tu~ 
[58] Field of Search .... .. 141 /10, 114, 166, 297-300, bular, open ended bag support member and the other 

14l/313-317, 331-345, 369, 370, 372, being a funnel-like member which press-?ts around 
390-392; 220/1 T, 4 A, 63 R; 248/99, 101 the upper rim of the bag support member. The funnel 

' member includes a chute or funnel surface that leads 
[56] References Cited into the interior of a bag that is clamped between the 

UNITED STATES PATENTS funnel and Support‘ 

56,819 .7/1866 Smith ................................ .. 248/l0l 5 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 



3.818.956 PATENTEDJUNZSIHH 

/////////-// //// /////l'// 
. _ V,” 

K 

M@. a, 



3,818,956 
1 

FREEZER BAG HOLDER 

This invention relates to a device for holding a bag 
upright with its upper end opened to permit easy place 
ment of articles into the bag. 

In the ?eld of preserving and canning of foods, and 
particularly the home preserving of foods, convenient 
containers are necessary to hold the foods after they 
have been prepared. Thin-walled plastic bags are com 
monly used by home canners for this purpose. They are 
inexpensive, not subject to breakage, provide a good 
means for sealing the food therein and are disposable 
after use. With all these advantages, however, such 
thin-walled plastic bags are somewhat difficult to use 
because they are very ?exible and are not so easily po 
sitioned to allow the user to place prepared food into 
the bag. - 
Numerous devices have been proposed for aiding the 

?lling of bags. One, as shown in Smith US. Pat. No. 
56,819, takes the form of a hoop supported by a stand 
or the like. A bag is secured to the hoop by inserting it 
from below through the loop and then turning the open 
end over the upper edge of the hoop. After this has 
been done, a funnel-like member is disposed with its 
lowermost end projecting inside the open-topped bag 
while its sloping outer surface wedges the bag between 
the funnel and the hoop. However, the bag, being sup 
ported entirely by the hoop, can stretch or slide out of 
the bag holder as it is filled. 

In another bag-holding apparatus, as shown in US. 
Pat. No. 2,688,429, a funnel member is provided which 
has a lower portion shaped so that it can be inserted 
into the interior of a bag placed ‘in a receptacle. The 
area between the lower portion of the funnel and the 
receptacle comprises a slot for holding the bag. The 
bag can slip out of the slot, however, and may bulge 
non-uniformly as it is ?lled. 

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a 
holder for a thin-walled bag, such as a freezer bag, in 
an open position to permit foods vand the like to be 
placed therein without causing the bag to slip free, 
bulge, or stretch as it is ?lled. ' 
To accomplish these and other objectives, a two-part 

inter?tting bag holder has been developed. A bag sup 
port member, open at its top and bottom, has an annu 
lar upper lip or rim around which a skirt on a second, 
funnel-like, member ?ts. The bag is positioned in the 
bag support member with its open end folded out 
wardly and downwardly over the upper rim of the lat 
ter. The funnel-like member ?ts on the bag support 
member and provides unobstructed movement of the 
food into the bag. The funnel-like member has a bear 
ing surface for resting on the upper surface of the upper 
rim, and it presses the bag down on the latter rim. The 
skirt clamps the bag around the rim, and it also has an 
angled lower edge for catching the bag so that it does 
not slide out from between the skirt and rim. 
The above and other objects, features, and advan 

tages of this invention will become more clear from the 
following detailed description of a preferred embodi 
ment thereof as shown in the drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view, partially in 

section, showing the two parts of the bag holder, with 
a bag placed in the bag support member, and 
FIG. 2 is a vertical section showing the two bag 

holder parts in their inter?tted relation and clamping a 
bag in position for ?lling, 
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The bag support member designated generally at 10 

is generally tubular in shape, and is open at each end 
for bag insertion and ?lling, as will be discussed. The 
tubular body has a circular or cylindrical upper end or 
rim 14. Below the rim it flares outwardly at a rounded 
shoulder 12 of larger diameter than the rim 14. 
A second part of the bag holder comprises a funnel 

like member 18 which ?ts around the upper rim 14 of 
bag support 10. Interiorly, member 18 includes a frus 
to-conical funnel surface 20 for directing articles 
through the open top part of the thin-walled ?exible 
bag such as the freezer bag shown at 16. The funnel 
shaped member also includes a downwardly facing ?at 
annular bearing surface 22 shaped to rest upon the ?at 
annular top surface 24 of upper rim 14. Surface 22 of 
the funnel member 18 intersects inside funnel surface 
20 at the neck thereof, and at this plane (see FIG. 2) 
the inside diameter of funnel surface 20 is no larger 
than, and preferably is less than, the inside diameter of 
upper rim 14. 
Extending downwardly from funnel surface 20 and 

below bearing surface 22 thereof, is a rim-encircling 
skirt or ?ange 26. This has an acutely angled edge 28 
at its lowermost end. Skirt 26 and the angled edge 28, 
as will be described, cooperate with rim 14 and shoul 
der 12 respectively in holding ‘the freezer bag in its 
open position. 
Both the bag support member 10 and funnel member 

18 are conveniently made of metal or preferably of 
plastic, eg. polypropylene or polyethylene, or impact 
polystyrene. , 

In use, a freezer bag 16 is'inserted into bag support 
member 10 through the open lower end 29 thereof, and 
the top part of the bag extends upwardly through the 
opening de?ned within upper rim 14. The top part of 
freezer bag 16 extends above and out of the bag sup 
port member a sufficient distance so that the open end 
of the bag can be folded outwardly and downwardly 
around the upper rim 14. 

In FIG. 2, the funnel member 18 is shown inter?tted 
with the bag support member 10 to hold the bag 16 in 
place for ?lling. In this position the thin-walled bag 16 
is held so that food or other articles poured into funnel 
member 18 will be directed into it. Surface 22 provides 
a bearing surface for member 18 and rests upon the bag 
where it is folded over top surface 24. 
The downwardly extending funnel skirt 26 has an 

inner diameter slightly larger than the outer diameter 
of the upper rim 14 so as to provide room for the down 
wardly folded portion of the bag 16 which is clamped 
between skirt 26 and rim 14. The spacing between skirt 
26 and rim 14 should be suf?cient to accommodate the 
thickness of bag 16 yet tight enough to provide a grip 
ping action to secure the bag in open position and pre 
vent it from slipping while being ?lled. 
The angled tip or edge 28 at the lowermost end of 

skirt 26 is shaped to fit against the surface of shoulder 
12, and when the funnel 18 is seated on member 10, 
edge 28 catches onto and thereby helps hold the down 
tumed edge of the bag 16. ' 
As shown in FIG. 2, funnel surface leads inwardly of 

the inner edge of the annular top surface 24 of rim 14. 
Articles will slide down the fmsto-conical shaped sur 

face 20 past surface 24 and then will fall directly into 
bag 16. There are no edges or obstructions projecting 
inwardly into the funnel opening and no food can accu 
mulate on the top of member 10. 
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As the bag 16 is ?lled, it will expand outwardly until 
it rests against and is con?ned by the inside of bag sup 
port member 10. Furthermore, assuming that the bag 
16 is positioned inside bag support member 10 with its 
bottom resting on support surface 30, the bag 16, as it 
is ?lled, will be supported by surface 30 rather than 
hanging from upper rim 14, as in some prior art bag 
holders. Since it is con?ned laterally, and does not hang 
free, bag 16 will not be stretched and will ?ll uniformly. 

Once the bag has been ?lled, the funnel-like member 
18 is removed from the position shown in FIG. 2 so that 
the open end of the bag may be closed by tying a knot 
in the bag or securing it with a suitable tying material. 
Once the bag 16 has been sealed, the bag support mem 
ber 10 is lifted off, thereby permitting the ?lled bag 16 
to pass through the open bottom of the bag support 
member 10, ready for subsequent storage, freezing, etc. 

While the foregoing description has been made with 
particular emphasis upon a preferred embodiment of 
this invention, it will be clear to those skilled in the art 
that modi?cations in form may be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of this invention, as 
de?ned in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A holder for holding a thin-walled bag in an open 

position for ?lling, the holder comprising in combina 
tion; 
a generally tubular bag support member open at each 
end and having an upper rim with a cylindrical out 
side surface and a top surface, 

and a funnel member having an inwardly tapering 
funnel surface and a rim-encircling skirt which ex 
tends axially beyond said funnel surface, said skirt 
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4 
sized to closely encircle the outside surface of said 
upper rim so as to exert a circumferential clamping 
force on a bag when the bag is placed in the sup 
port member and an open upper portion of the bag 
is folded over the top surface of the rim and down 
wardly around the outside surface of said rim, 

said funnel member having a downwardly facing 
bearing surface adjacent to and joining said funnel 
surface, for mating with the top surface of said 
upper rim, 

said funnel surface having an inside diameter where 
it joins said bearing surface that is not in excess of 
the inside diameter of the top surface of said rim. 

2. The holder of claim 1 wherein said rim-encircling 
skirt has a circumferential lower edge which is acutely 
angulated in the radial direction and shaped to catch a 
bag between said edge and said bag support member. 

3. The holder of claim 2 wherein said bag support 
member below said upper rim has a rounded shoulder . 
of larger diameter than the rim, and said edge bears 
against said shoulder so as to grip a bag therebetween. 

4. The holder of claim 1 wherein said funnel surface 
is shaped to lead articles past and through the upper 
rim of the support member into the bag without accu 
mulation on the top surface of the support member. 

5. The holder of claim 1 wherein said upper rim is a 
right angular cylindrical surface, said top surface is a 
?at annulus in a horizontal plane, and said bearing sur 
face is a horizontal annulus for mating with said top 
surface. > 
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