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[57] ABSTRACT 
Transparent pattern pieces, preferably ‘of thin, ?exi 
ble, self-supporting plastic material, slightly larger 
than and approximately conforming to the con?gura 
tion of the pattern to be cut, have opaque markings 
thereon which trace the pattern to be cut and record 
other desired information and cutting instructions, 
such as notch marks, drill holes, and sizes. The trans 
parent pattern pieces are placed on a sheet of light 
sensitive paper in an abutting and/or overlapping, in 
terlocking layout, and the pattern tracings are then 
outlined on the layout paper by exposing the paper to 
light. The resulting printed pattern layout has the ef 
fect of a three-dimensional print, as three different, 
contrasting shades of color are produced which corre 
spond to the pattern outlines, the overall con?guration 
of the pattern layout and the portions bordering the 
pattern layout con?guration, respectively. Alterna~ 
tively, the pattern layout may be electronically repro‘ 
duced by optic line follower equipment. 

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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l 
PATTERN PIECE ARTICLE AND METHOD OF 
PRODUCING A PRINTED PATTERN LAYOUT 

This application is a division- of Ser. No. 867,515, 
?led Oct. 20, ‘1969, now abandoned. ‘ 

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTS OF THE 
INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to the pro 

duction of printed pattern layout sheets of utility espe 
cially in the garment industry, and relates more particu 
larly to certain new and useful improvements in pattern 
piece articles and inthe method of producing such 
printed pattern layout sheets from the new and im 
proved pattern pieces. 

2. Description of the Prior Art » 
In the mass production of ready-to-wear clothes by 

the garment industry, it is the usual practice to cut a lay 
of material, on the order of 4-6 inches thick, 60 inches 
wide and 15 yards long, by following a pattern layout 
which has been printed on a sheet of paper of the same 
width and length. The printed pattern layout sheet is 
obtained by arranging the individual pattern pieces on 
a blank sheet of light sensitive paper and thereafterex 
posing the paper to light, whereby the exposed areas of 
the paper change color and thereby outline the layout 
of the pattern pieces on the paper. Thereafter, it is the 
usual practice to treat the exposed sheet with a conven 
tional ammonia process to develop it into a permanent 
master copy, from which duplications are made which 
are placed on top of each lay of material and are fol 
lowed by the cutter in cutting the lay. 
Heretofore, it has been customary to. produce the 

aforementioned printed pattern layout sheets by the 
use of pattern pieces, or templets, made out of paper 
board and cut to the exact shape and size of the pattern 
to be cut. This practice of using paperboard pattern 
pieces has been found to havesevere shortcomings and 
is highly advantageous for several reasons. 

Firstly, it is very dif?cult to obtain a sharply de?ned 
printed pattern layout sheet from the paperboard pat 
tern pieces, resulting in the cutter often becoming con 
fused and suffering from excessive eye strain. This 
shortcoming is caused by a ‘number of factors. It is vir 
tually impossible, short of using an expensive cutting 
machine, to cut the pattern pieces so that the edges 
thereof have a constant 90° angle. Furthermore, al 
though the edge of a paperboard pattern piece appears 
to be cleanly cut to the naked eye, in fact, it is uneven 
and jagged as many of the paper ?bers are merely torn 
off in the cutting operation. Thus, when the exposure 
light passes over the pattern edges, the various angles 
at which the edge is cut cause inaccurate reproduction 
of the pattern on the paper and the torn fibers cause the 
printed outline of thefpattern piece to appear diffused 
and fuzzy. in addition, after only a short'periodof use, 
the edges of the paperboard pattern pieces tend to curl 
and become further frayed, resulting in distortions in 
the printed outline of- the pattern piece, and further 
causing the outline thereof to appear diffused and 
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fuzzy. As a consequence of the foregoing, it is neces- V 
sary for the layout artisan, at a great waste of time, to 
go over the entire printed layout‘and correct or ?ll-in 
the pattern outlines as needed. , 
Secondly, it is not possible to abut the edges of the 

paperboard pattern pieces against one another in laying 
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outthe pattern pieces on the light sensitive layout pa 
per, since abutting pieces appear as one integral design 
con?guration on‘the printed sheet. Also, placing the 
pattern pieces too. close together‘ tends to again pro- ‘ 
duce a di?used outline on the printed sheet. This short 
coming can be overcome only by extreme, time 
consuming care in laying out the pattern pieces and re 
quires that the entire print be re-checked and correc 
tions marked thereon. This shortcoming therefore 
causes a great waste of time, loss of material and loss 
of production. ' 

Thirdly, it is often desirable for various information 
to be recorded on each printed pattern piece, such as 
drill holes, sizes, and other cutting instructions. Where 
‘paperboard pattern pieces are used, in order for this in 
formation to be transferred from the pattern piece to 
the paper layout, it must be cut into the piece in the 
manner of a stencil. This is impractical, and sometimes 
it is impossible for the desired information to be sten 
cilled into the piece. It is therefore necesary, after the 
pattem‘layout has been exposed to light, to gather up 
all the individual pattern pieces and write all pertinent 
infonriation carried by the pieces onto the printed out 
lines thereof. This shortcomong therefore also results 
in much waste of time in requiring information to be 
separately recorded twice, once on the pattern piece 
itself and once on the printed outline thereof appearing 
on the pattern layout sheet, and also results in many er 
rors in transposing the information from the one to the 
other. 

In an attempt to overcome one of the aforedescribed 
drawbacks, i.e., the distorted reproductions caused by 
the edges of the pattern piece becoming curled - it also 
heretofore has been the customary practice to place a 
thick sheet of rigid, clear plastic on top of the layout of 
pattern ‘ pieces, in order to ?atten and hold them in 
place prior to exposing the pattern layout to light. How 
ever, this practice has merely created additional short 
comings. Thus, itis necessary to position and reposition 
the heavy plastic sheets along the entire length of the 
approximately 15 yard-long pattern layout, which often 
causes the individual pattern pieces to be disturbed, re 
sulting in errors or requiring the pattern layout to be 
reset. . 

v A representative example of the foregoing prior art 
practices is illustrated in FIG. 1 of the accompanying 
drawings, and is more fullydescribed hereinafter. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

'It is therefore an object of this invention to provide, 
as an article of manufacture, a novel and improved pat 
tern piece. , 

Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 
and improved pattern piece for use in producing a 
printed pattern layout'which fully eliminates or over 
comes the numerous shortcomings and disadvantages 
of ‘previously known pattern piece constructions. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved pattern piece for use in producing a 
printed pattern layout on-a sheet of paper to be fol 
lowed in cutting a lay of fabric material or the like 
which signi?cantly both increases cutting production 
and decreases material wastes. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved method for producing a printed pattern 
layout on a sheet of paper to be followed in cutting a 
lay of fabric material or the like.‘ 
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Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 
and improved method for producing a printed pattern 
layout on a sheet of paper to be followed in cutting a 
lay of fabric material or the like which fully eliminates 
or overcomes the numerous shortcomings and disadé 
vantages of previously known methods. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved method for producing a printed pattern 
layout on a sheet of paper to be followed in cutting a 
lay of fabric material or the like which signi?cantly 
both increases cutting‘production and decreases mate 
rial wastes. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved printed pattern layout sheet to be fol 
lowed in cutting a lay of fabric material or the like, 
which is easily legible and provides signi?cantly im 
proved de?nition in the cutting lines to be followed by 
the cutter. 
Objects and advantages of the invention are set forth 

in part herein and in part will be obvious herefrom, or 
may be learned by practice with the invention, the 
same being realized and attained by means of the in 
strumentalities and combinations pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. 
The invention consists of the novel parts, construc 

tions, arrangements, combinations, steps, processes 
and improvements herein shown and described. ~ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Brie?y described, the pattern piece article of the 
present invention comprises a transparent material, 
preferably formed from a thin, ?exible, self-supporting 
plastic, slightly» larger than and approximately conform 
ing to the con?guration of the pattern to be cut, and 
having opaque markings thereon which trace the pat 
tern to be cut and record other desired information 
thereon, such as notch markings, drill holes, sizes, and 
other cutting instructions. 
The method of the present invention for producing a 

paper sheet having a pattern layout printed thereon 
comprises, in the preferred embodiment, cutting a thin 
sheet of ?exible, self-supporting transparent plastic ma 
terial slightly larger than and approximately conform 
ing to the con?guration of the pattern to be cut; tracing 
the pattern to be cut onto the transparent pattern piece 
with an opaque material; marking any other desired in 
formation on the pattern piece with an opaque mate 
rial; arranging the marked pattern pieces on a blank 
sheet of light sensitive paper in abutting relationship 
and with common lines overlapped; exposing the pat 
tern layout and light sensitive paper to a light source to 
thereby print the pattern layout onto the layout paper; 
processing the exposed, printed paper to develop a per 
manent master sheet; and reproducing duplicate sheets 
of the printed pattern layout from the master sheet as 
desired for use in cutting a lay of material. 
The printed pattern layout sheet of the invention, to 

be followed in cutting a lay of fabric material or the 
like, comprises: a ?rst color shade which corresponds 
to the individual pattern outlines to be cut from the lay 
of material, and where there has been no exposure of 
the layout paper; a second color shade outlining the 
?rst color shade which corresponds to the overall con 
?guration of the layout of pattern ‘pieces carrying the 
individual pattern outlines, and where there has been 
a partial exposure of the layout paper; and a third color 
shade outlining the second color shade which corre 
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4 
sponds to that portion of the printed layout sheet which 
borders the overall con?guration of the pattern layout, 
and where there has been complete exposure of the lay 
out paper. In a preferred embodiment, the ?rst color 
shade also includes desired cutting instructions. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing general de 
scription that the objects of the invention speci?cally 
enumerated herein are accomplished by the invention 
as here preferably embodied. 
Thus, by providing transparent pattern pieces which 

are slightly larger than the pattern to be cut and which 
have the pattern traced thereon in opaque markings, 
the pattern outline which is printed onto the light sensi 
tive paper ‘ is a direct copy of the opaque tracing, 
whereby an exact, sharply de?ned outline of the pat 
tern is printed. 
The durability of plastic material, and the fact that no 

reliance is placed upon exactitude at the edges of the 
pattern pieces, permits the pattern pieces to be cut 
without the exercise of great care, and also permits 
continued usage of the pattern pieces without notice 
able wear or change in the quality of the pattern layout 
printed therefrom. . 

The pattern pieces can be arranged in either vabutting 
relationship or with common lines overlapped, result 
ing in a much tighter pattern layout con?guration and, 
consequently, signi?cant savings in cutting time and 
material wastes. 
Additional information pertinent to the cutter’s re 

quirements may be marked onto the pattern pieces as 
desired and is reproduced on the printed pattern layout 
at the same time that the pattern outline is printed. 
As a further advantage in the preferred embodiment, 

it has been found unexpectedly that plastic material is 
capable of carrying a charge of static electricity of suf 
?cient strength to cause the invidiual pattern pieces to 
cling by the force of electrostatic attraction to the light 
sensitive sheet of paper without the requirement for ad 
ditional pressure. ' , 

It has also been unexpectedly found that, as another 
advantage of the invention, the transparent material of 
the pattern pieces offers suf?cient resistance to the pas 
sage of light therethrough suchthat, when the pattern 
layout is exposed to a source of light, three different 
shades of color are produced in the layout paper: a first ' 
shade comprising the outline of the pattern to be cut, 
where there is no exposure of the layout paper; a sec 
ond shade produced where the pattern pieces have 
been placed but which do not contain any opaque 
markings, where there is a partial exposure of the lay 
out paper; and a third shade produced where no pat 
tern pieces have been placed, where there is complete 
exposure of the layout paper. There results a printed 
pattern layout having the effect of a three-dimensional 
print, which is easily legible and provides excellent def~ 
inition for the cutter to follow. ' 

In an alternate embodiment of the method of the in 
vention, the individual pattern pieces are cut to ‘the 
exact size and shape of the patterns to be cut there 
from, and the patterns to be cut are traced thereon 
along the perimeters of the individual pattern pieces. It 
will be apparent that, except for the fact that the indi 
vidual pattern pieces are required to be cut with care 
and that the individual pattern pieces should preferably 
be arranged in the pattern layout with all of their com 
mon lines overlapping, the method of the invention as 
thus alternatively embodied accomplishes all of the ob 
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jects heretofore speci?cally enumerated and hasall the 
advantages heretofore described in connection with the 
preferred method ‘of the invention. 

In a second alternate embodiment of the method of 
the invention, the pattern layout is reproduced elec 
tronically by the use of suitable commercially available 
optic line follower ‘equipment. While this alternate 
method of accomplishing the step of reproducing the 
pattern layout does not have the advantage of produc 
ing a copy with a three-dimensional effect, as discussed 
in connection with the preferred embodiment of the 
method, it nevertheless also accomplishes all of the ob 
jects of the invention speci?cally enumerated hereto 
fore. Furthermore, the use of optic line follower equip 
ment has the additional-advantage that the pattern lay 
out may be automatically reproduced on an enlarged 
scale and thus the pattern layout may be made with in 
dividual pattern pieces which are correspondingly re 
duced in scale. . ~ 

It will be understood that the foregoing general de 
scription and the following detailed description as well 
are exemplary and explanatory of the invention but are 
not restrictive thereof. ' ' ' 

The accompanying drawings, referred to herein and 
constituting a part hereof, illustrate a representative 
prior art printed pattern layout and also the preferred 
embodiments of the articles and method of the inven 
tion, and together with the description, serve to explain 
the principles of the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. I is a fragmentary, top plan view illustrating a 

portion of a master cutting sheethaving a pattern lay 
out printed thereon according to the method of the 
prior art; ‘ 

. FIG. 2 is‘a top plan view of a transparent pattern 
piece article constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, top plan view illustrating a 

portion of a sheet of light sensitive layout paper having 
transparent pattern piece articles constructed in accor 
dance with the invention placed thereonaccording to 
the preferred embodimentof the method of the inven 
tion; and 
FIG§4 is a fragmentary, top plan view illustrating that 

portion of a printed pattern layout sheet having the pat 
tern layout illustrated in FIG, '3 printed thereon accord 
ing to the preferred embodiment of the method of the 
invention. ‘ I 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring initially to FIG. l‘of the accompanying 
drawings, there‘ is illustrated a typical pattern layout, 
indicated generally by reference numeral 1, which has 
been printed on a sheet of light sensitive, layout paper 
2 according to the prior art methods and utilizing the 
pattern pieces of the prior art. I - 

Thus, the pattern layout 1 has beenprinted by plac 
ing paperboard pattern pieces (not shown) on a blank 
sheet of light sensitive layout paper 2, and the variably 
cut and'frayed edges of the pattern pieces have pro 
duced generally diffused and fuzzy pattern outlines, 
seen throughout the pattern layout. The outlines of pat 
terns 3, 4and 7 show typical examples of distorted re— 
productions caused by pattern pieces whose edges have 
curled,vand the necessity to completely re-trace the 
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6 
pattern outline, as shown at reference numeral 5, is ap 
parent. In the printed patterns 6, 7, 8 there is illustrated 
the undesirable production of a single, integral, jumbo 
design con?guration, caused by the corresponding pat 
tern pieces having been abutted against one another 
when laid out on the layout paper. At the same time, 
there is illustrated a typical waste of material between 
the outlines of patterns 3,7, and 8, 9, respectively, 
caused by placing the corresponding pattern pieces suf 
ficiently far apart to‘ prevent the production of the 
jumbo configuration illustrated at 6, 7, 8. 

Referring now more particularly to the embodiment 
of the article of manufacture of the invention shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3 of the accompanying drawings, and as 
best seen in FIG. 2, there is illustrated a pattern piece, 
indicated generally by reference numeral 10, which is 
formed from a thin sheet of ?exible, self-supporting 
‘transparent material. ‘ 

Advantageously, and as here preferably embodied, 
pattern piece 10 is formed of cellulose acetate and has 
a thickness of about 0.003-0.005 inches. It has been 
found that at this particular thickness range, the cellu 
lose ‘acetate remains durable and yet is capable of car 
rying a charge of static electricity of suf?cient strength 
to cause the pattern piece to cling by the force of elec 
trostatic attraction to a sheet of light sensitive layout 
paper, without the requirement for additional pressure. 

It will be understood that other materials equivalent 
to cellulose acetate, such as plastics in general and 
thermoplastic materials in particular, may be employed 
with equally satisfactory results. It: will also be under 
stood that, while in the preferred embodiment, the ma 
terial is sufficiently thin so that it will readily adhere to 
the layout paper by the force of static electricity alone, 
the invention as broadly conceived is achieved by pro 
viding the material only as thin as is required to permit 
the individual pattern pieces to remain in overlapped 
positions with their common pattern outlines coincid¢ 
ing on topof one another. 

In accordance with the invention as preferably em 
bodied, the outline of the pattern to be cut is traced, ei 
ther by hand or with the aid of a suitable pantograph 
device, on transparent pattern piece 10, as illustrated 
at 11, in an opaque material, advantageously black 
opaque permanent ink, and the pattern piece 10 is 
formed so as to be slightly larger than and approxi~ 
mately conform to the con?guration of the pattern 
traced thereon, as illustrated by the perimentrically ex 
tending edge 12. As preferably embodied, additional 
desired information, such as notch markings, drill 
holes, sizes, and other cutting instructions, are also re 
corded on the pattern piece 10 in black opaque perma 
nent ink, all as indicated generally by reference nu 
meral l4. ' 

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 3 of the ac 
companying drawings, there is illustrated a pattern lay 
out 15 arranged on a sheet’ of light sensitive paper 2, in 
accordance with the preferred embodiment of ‘the in 
vention. . ‘ 

Thus, pattern layout 15 is comprised of a plurality of 
individual pattern pieces, including piece 10 previously 
described, constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion and each being identi?ed generally by reference 
numerals 20, 30, 40, 50,- respectively. Each pattern 
piece has the outline of ‘the pattern to be cut traced 
thereon in black opaque permanent ink, shown at 21, 
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31, 41, 51, respectively, and each pattern piece is 
slightly larger than and approximately conforms to the 
con?guration of the pattern traced thereon, as shown 
by the respective perimetrically extending edges 22, 
32, 42, 52, respectively. Additional desired information 
and cutting instructions are also recorded on each of 
the pattern pieces in black opaque permanent ink, as 
indicated generally by each of reference numerals 24, 
34, 44, 54, respectively. The individual pattern pieces 
10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 are arranged in the pattern layout 
15 with their edges in abutting relationship, as shown 
at 12, 42, and with common portions of the outlines 
traced thereon overlapping one another, as shown at 
11,31 and 11,21. ' 

It will be understood from the foregoing that, as pref 
erably embodied, the individual pattern pieces 10, 20, 
30, 40 and 50 each carry a charge of static electricity 
and hence, readily adhere to the layout paper 2 in the 
desired pattern layout by the force of electrostatic at 
traction alone. 
Advantageously, the light sensitive layout paper 2 is 

specially coated, such as with a sepia dye, so as to re 
spond to a source of light, such as ultra-violet or black 
light, by being burned out, thereby resulting in a 
change of color in the layout paper, the degree of color 
change depending on the intensity of the light which 
strikes the paper. 
Referring now more particularly to FIG. 4 of the ac 

companying drawings, it will be seen that, upon expos 
ing the pattern layout 15 to a suitable source of light, 
a printed pattern layout sheet, to be followed in cutting 
a lay of material or the like, is produced in accordance 
with the invention, indicated generally by reference nu 
meral 60. . 

Thus, the individual pattern outlines to be cut are re 
produced at 11’, 21', 31', 41' and 51' in a ?rst color 
shade which is substantially identical to that of the orig 
inal blank sheet of layout paper 2, inasmuch as the 
opaque pattern tracings ll, 21, 31, 41 and 51, respec 
tively, block the light emitted by the light source from 
passing through the pattern piece to the layout paper 
below. ' v 

The overall con?guration of the pattern layout is 
represented at 15' in a second color shade which out 
lines the individual pattern lines 11', 21 ’, 31’, 41’ and 
51'. The second color is an intermediate shade which 
is produced by reason of the transparent material of the 
pattern pieces serving to re?ect a portion of the light 
emitted by the light source, resulting in a lessened in 
tensity of light striking the surface of the layout paper 
and, consequently, a partial exposure thereof. 

Finally, a third color shade is produced at 61, which 
outlines the second color shade l5’, and corresponds 
to that portion of the layout paper bordering onthe 
pattern layout con?guration where no pattern pieces 
were placed. Thus, this‘portion of the layout paper is 
fully exposed to the light emitted by the light source 
and the coating thereon is consequently substantially 
completely burned off. 
As preferably embodied, and as illustrated in FIG. 4, 

the ?rst color shade also includes the desired cutting 
instructions, reproduced at 14', 24', 34’, 44’ and 54’. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing, and as seen in 
FIG. 4, that by reason of the layout paper being sub 
jected to either none, intermediate or complete expo 
sure, the three different shades produced in the printed 
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8 
pattern layout sheet are sharply contrasting and hence, 
there results a print having a three-dimensional effect 
which is easily legible and provides remarkable de?ni 
tion for the cutter to follow. 

In the method of the invention as preferably embod 
ied, the printed pattern layout sheet 60 is thereafter 
suitably developed into a permanent master sheet, such 
as by a conventional ammonia process. Thereafter, du 
plicate sheets of the printedpattern layout may be re 
produced as needed from the permanent master sheet 
and a lay of fabric material or the like is cut by follow 
ing a duplicate sheet of the printed pattern layout. 

In a ?rst alternate embodiment of the method of the 
invention, the individual pattern pieces are cut to the 
exact size and shape of the patterns to be cut there 
from, and the patterns to be cut are traced thereon 
along the perimeters of the individual pattern pieces. In 
this embodiment, the individual pattern pieces are pref 
erably arranged in the pattern layout with all of their 
common lines overlapping and the method is advanta 
geously used where it is not inconvenient to cut the pat- ' 
tern pieces to the size and shape of the pattern to be 
cut. Of course, the outline of the pattern traced thereon 
is still relied upon for obtaining the printed pattern out 
lines and the method of the invention as thus alterna 
tively embodied therefore accomplishes all of the ob 
jects heretofore speci?cally enumerated and has all the 
other advantages heretofore described in connection 
with the preferred method of the invention. 

In a second alternate embodiment of the method of 
the invention, the individual pattern pieces are ar 
ranged in the pattern layout on ‘a suitable planning 
board and the pattern layout is reproduced electroni 
cally by the use of suitable commercially available 
optic, line follower equipment, such as the “Line Mas 
ter,” manufactured by Andrews Engineering Company, 
Hopkins, Minn. This equipment conventionally in 
cludes a photoelectric cell arrangement which “looks" 
on either side of a line to thereby follow the line and 
continuously send an electric signal to a stylus posi 
tioned on a sheet of paper remote from the pattern lay 
out. The electric signal serves to drive the stylus in the 
same path as that followed by the photoelectric cells 
and, hence, simultaneously re-draws the pattern layout. 

While this alternate method of accomplishing the 
step of reproducing the pattern layout does not have 
the advantage of producing a copy with a three 
dimensional effect, as discussed in connection with the 
preferred embodiment of the method, it nevertheless 
also accomplishes all of the objects of the invention 
speci?cally enumerated heretofore. Furthermore, the 
use of optic line follower equipment has the additional 
advantage that the pattern layout may be automatically 
reproduced on either~ an enlarged or reduced scale as 
desired, within the limits of the equipment, by feeding 
the optic signal through a computer which has an in 
creased or reduced ratio feedback. ' 

The invention in its broader aspects is not limited to 
the speci?c embodiments herein shown and described 
but departures may be made therefrom without depart 
ing from the principles of ‘ the'invention and without 
sacri?cing its chief advantages. 
What is claimed is: " ‘ 

l. A method for producing a printed pattern layout 
sheet having a plurality of garment patterns outlined 
thereon to be followed in cutting a lay of fabric mate 
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rial or the like, comprising the steps of: tracing the out 
lines of each of said plurality of garment patterns in an 
opaque material onto individual sheets of thin,’ ?exible, 
self-supporting transparent material; arranging said in 
dividual sheets of transparent material, each having the 
outline of a garment pattern opaquely traced thereon, 
with the common portions of said outlines overlapping 
so as to de?ne a‘ pattern layout in which each individual 
pattern outline is clearly visible in its entirety; and re 
producing said pattem layout on a sheet of paper to 
thereby produce said printed pattern layout sheet with 
each individual pattern outline de?nitively reproduced 
thereon, wherein the individual pattern outlines of said 
pattern pieces are reproduced by the steps of: arrang 
ing said individual pattern pieces in said pattern layout 
on a sheet of a light sensitive paper; and exposing the 
combined light sensitive paper and pattern layout to a 
source of light was to produce distinctively varying 
color changes in said light sensitive paper correspond 
ing to each of the individual pattern outlines traced on 
said sheets of transparent material, the area covered by 
said transparent material, and the area not covered by 
said transparent material. 

2. The method as de?ned in claim 1, including the 
steps of: 
recording desired cutting instructions on said individ 

ual pattern pieces in an opaque material; and 
reproducing said cutting instructions onto said sheet 
of paper at the same time as said individual pattern 
outlines are reproduced thereon. 

3. The method as de?ned in claim 1, including the 
step of: 
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cutting said individual pattern pieces from a sheet of 
transparent material which carries a charge of 
static electricity and is sufficiently thin that said in 
dividual pattern pieces readily adhere'to said ?at 
surface by the force of electrostatic attraction 
alone. ‘ I 

4. The method as de?ned in claim 1, including the 
steps of: 
developing the exposed light sensitive layout paper 

into a permanent master sheet; 
reproducing duplicate sheets of the printed pattern 
layout from said master sheet; and cutting said lay 
of fabric material by following a duplicate printed 
pattern layout sheet. 

5. A method for producing a printed pattern layout 
sheet as claimed in claim 1, including the step of: 

cutting said individual sheets of thin, ?exible, self 
supporting transparent material to the size and 
con?guration of the corresponding individual gar 
ment pattern outline traced thereon. 

6. A method for producing a printed pattern layout 
sheet as claimed in claim 1, including the step of: 

cutting said individual sheets of thin, ?exible, self‘ 
supporting transparent material so as to approxi 
mately conform to and be slightly larger than the 
con?guration of the corresponding individual gar 
ment pattern outline traced thereon; and arranging 
said individual sheets of transparent material with 
their edges in abutting relationship and. their com— 
mon outlines overlapping, as desired. 

* * * * * 


