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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

A signal device secured to a rural mail box so to notify 
a rural resident whether a mailman has stopped at the 
mailbox, thus eliminating the resident walking to the 
mailbox before the mailman arrives, the device con 
sisting of a downwardly pivotable flag that is attached 
to a hook insertable between the mailbox and the 
mailbox front door so that when the door is opened, 
the hook slips out so that the ?ag is downwardly 
pulled by gravity into a position where it can be 
clearly seen from the house. , 

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Figures 
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SENTINEL MAIL SIGNAL 

This invention relates generally to rural mailboxes. 
More specifically it relates to rural mailbox signal de 
vices. 

It is generally well known that in many rural areas, 
the house is located a relatively long distance away 
from a rural mailbox. It is also well known that rural 
mail delivery consists of a mailman delivering mail of 
rural residents within a mailbox located alongside the 
road so that a rural resident is obliged to walk from his 
house to the road for picking up his mail. Such walk 
from the house can be particularly objectionable in 
times of inclement weather such as when it is raining, 
orwhen the snow is deep. Accordingly, rural residents 
are reluctant to trudge out to the mailbox and ?nd the 
chore unpro?table particularly when they find that the 
mailman has left no mail for them. This situation is of 
course objectionable and in want of an improvement. 

Accordingly it is a principal object of the present in 
vention to provide a sentinel mail signal which will indi 
cate to a resident in his home whether or not a mailman 
has come to his mailbox. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a sentinel mail signal which comprises an accessory 
that is readily attachable to any rural mailbox without 
the necessity of purchasing an entirely new mailbox. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a sentinel mail signal which is quick and easy to set 
and which does not in any way interfere with the nor 
mal operation of a rural mailbox. 
Other objects of the present invention are to provide 

a sentinel mail signal which is simple in design, inex 
pensive to manufacture, rugged in construction, easy to 
use and efficient in operation. 
These and other objects will become readily evident 

upon a study of the following speci?cation together 
with the accompanying drawing wherein: 
FIG. I is a front perspective view of a mailbox show 

ing the present invention mounted thereto and shown 
in a set position; . 
FIG. 2 is a side elevation view thereof and showing 

the sentinel mail signal in an indicating position for no 
tifying a rural resident that a mailman has stopped at 
the box; 
FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the present inven 

tion shown per se; 
FIG. 4 is a rear elevation view thereof. 

. Referring now to the drawing in detail, the reference 
numeral 10 represents a sentinel mail signal, according 
to the present invention, wherein the same comprises 
an assembly 11 that is attachable to a conventional 
rural mailbox 12. 
The assembly 11 consists of a ?ag member 12 made 

preferably of sheet metal, a hook member 13 formed 
likewise of sheet metal, and a mounting assembly 14. 

The ?ag member 12 isbent into an angle shape so as 
to include a relatively'wider side 15 and a relatively 
narrower side 16 which are at right angles to each 
other. The opposite surfaces of the ‘side 15 can be 
brightly painted so as to serve as a ?ag that can be seen 
from a residence which may be some distance away. 
The side 16 has a singular opening 17 therethrough and 
through which the mounting assembly 14 is fitted. 
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The mounting assembly 14 includes a collar 18 on 

each side of the opening 17, the collars being soldered 
to the ?ag member side 16, as shown in FIG. 4. A bolt 
19 is inserted through an opening drilled in a side wall 
20 of the mailbox 12, the bolt being passed through the 
collars 18, the opening 17 and then being ?tted through 
a washer 21, a lock washer 22 and then being secured 
by means of a nut 23. , 
The hook member 13 is of angle shape and includes 

a protruding hook 24 at its one end. The hook member 
13 is secured to the side 16 of the ?ag member by 
means of a pair of rivets 25. 
As shown in FIG. 1 of the drawing, the sentinel mail 

signal is secured to the mailbox spaced a perscribed dis 
tance away from the mailbox door 26 so that the hook 
24 can be slipped between a side ?ange 27 of door 26 
and the side 20 of the mailbox 12. The mounting posi 
tion of assembly 11 is such that when it is pivoted about 
the bolt 19 that the hook 24 will swing pass and clear 
the pivot pin 28 of the mailbox door 26. The material 
of the hook member is preferably relatively thin so that 
it will easily slip into the space between the ?ange 27 
and the mailbox. In order to insure that the ?ag will be 
frictionally retained in the set position, the hook may 
be arcuately bent so that it will readily engage both sur 
faces of the mailbox and the door ?ange regardless 
whether the space is narrow or wide. 

In setting up the device, the resident simply sets the 
?ag member in a horizontal position as shown in FIG. 
1, and the hook 24 is inserted between the ?ange 27 
and side 20 of the rural mailbox. After a mailman has 
stopped at the mailbox, he pulls the door 26 down, thus 
causing the ?ange to free the hook 24 and then gravity 
causes the ?ag to pivot downwardly into the position as 
shown in FIG. 2. In this position, the ?agsurfaces can 
be readily seen from a house so that a resident will 
know that the mailman has arrived at the box. 
What I now claim is: 
1. In a Sentinel Mail Signal, the combination of a 

rural mail box, and a signal assembly secured pivotally 
to one side of said mail box, said signal unit being auto 
matically operated when a door of said mail box is 
opened, so that said signal assembly is in a position to 
notify a resident that mail has been delivered at his mail 
box, said signal assembly comprising a ?ag member, a 
hook member and a mounting assembly, said ?ag as 
sembly comprising an angle shaped sheet metal mem 
ber having an opening through one side thereof for re 
ceiving said mounting assembly, said hook member 
being an L-shaped member that includes a hook at one 
end of one side thereof, and being secured by means of 
rivets to said side of said ?ag member having said open 
ing, said mounting assembly including a collar secured 
on each opposite sides of said opening of said ?ag 
member, a bolt being passed through said collars after 
being inserted through an opening in a side of said mail 
box, the opposite end of said bolt receiving a plain 
washer, a lock washer and a nut, the other side of said 
?ag and the other side of said hook member extending 
in opposite directions and on a same ?at plane whereby 
said other side of said hook member is aligned to abut 
against an underside of said mail box, and said hook 
member being of relatively thin material so that said 
hook ?ts into a crevice space formed between a side of 
said mail box and a side ?ange of said mail box door. 
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