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[57] ABSTRACT 
A game device having a ?at player board and a back 
wall at one end thereof for playing games employing 
playing balls, such as baseball on a miniatruized basis. 
A game playing ?eld such as baseball ?eld is im 
printed on the player board. A suspension rod extends 
across said player board forwardly of said back wall 
and a plurality of score depicting plates swingably de 
pend therefrom across the player board for determin 
ing the score of a player when contacted by the play 
ing ball. A swingable ball engaging member is pivot 
ally mounted at the end of the player board opposite 
the back wall and can be manually operated by a 
player to propel a playing ball toward the score de 
picting plates. A chute inclines downwardly toward 
the ball engaging member so that a ball rolled down 
the chute toward the ball engaging member can be en 
gaged thereby and propelled to the score depicting 
plates. The device may be constructed so that it can 
be folded up in the form similar to a suitcase for por 
tability. 

I 13 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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BALL GAME DEVICE 
This invention relates in general to several new and 

useful improvements in game devices, and more partic 
ularly, to game devices which utilize a playing ball 
which can be propelled toward a plurality of score de 
picting elements. 

In recent years the market place has offered a wide 
variety of games and game devices primarily for chil 
dren and often for adults as well. Many of these games 
are based on athletic sports such as baseball, basket 
ball, football and the like so that a miniaturized version 
of the game may be played on a game board. In addi 
tion to the playing ball, these games include a number 
of complex movable parts, such as player actuating 
mechanisms and the like, which enable the game to be 
played in a simulated manner to the actual sport. Con 
sequently these game devices are often costly to con 
struct, even on a mass production basis, and therefore 
these game devices are often quite costly to the pur 
chaser. 

ln an effort to reduce the manufacturing costs of 
many of these game devices, the manufacturer thereof 
will often select less durable components or otherwise 
select ways of assembling the components with a mini 
mum amount of manual laborpl-lowever, these cost 
cutting techniques have only resulted in game devices 
which‘ are not very durable and generally cannot with 
stand the abuse normally received by children of the 
age groups that would play the games on these game 
devices. ' ’ 

Another drawback in many of these commercially 
available game devices is that they are often quite 
bulky and therefore dif?cult to store and transport. 
There have been many attempts to produce game de 
vices with a portable fold-up construction in order to 
end a degree of portability to these devices, and 
thereby obviate the problems of storage and transport. 
However, this form of game construction has only re 
sulted in higher production costs and thereby added to 
the already substantial purchase price of the game de 
vices. 
The present invention obviates these and other prob 

lems in the provision of a game device which permits 
the playing of a game simulating a sport utilizing a play 
ing ball and which employs a minimum number of com 
ponents and movable parts. Furthermore the game de 
vice in accordance with the present invention is con 
structed so that it can be folded up in a small compact 
unit to resemble a small suitcase or briefcase when it is 
not being used. 

It is therefore the primary object of the present in 
vention to provide a game device which enables the 
simulated playing of sports utilizing a playing ball. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a game device of the type stated which can be con 
structed with relatively durable and inexpensive mate 
rials of construction. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro— 
vide a game device of the type stated which can be in 
expensively manufactured on a mass production basis 
and which utilizes a minimum number of complex mov 
able parts. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a game device of the type stated which can be con 
structed so that it can be opened into a device which 
includes a relatively ?at game board and which can also 
be folded into a relatively small compact unit. 

5 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
With the above and other objects in view, our inven‘ 

tion resides in the novel features of form, construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts presently de 
scribed and pointed out in the claims. 

in general terms, the device of the present invention 
may be described as a game device which comprises 
the combination of a base member having a player 
functioning end and an upstanding back wall on an end 
opposite to the player functioning end. Suspension 
means extends across the base member and is substan 
tially parallel to and intermediate the back wall and the 
player functioning end. A plurality of score depicting 
elements extend across a portion of this base member 
and are rockably mounted with respect to the suspen 
sion means. A ball actuating member is located at the 
player functioning end and is manually operable by a 
player to propel a playing ball toward the score depict 
ing elements for generating a score upon contact with 
selected ones of the score depicting elements by said 
ball. in addition, chute-forming means extends toward 
the player functioning end for causing the ball to be 
moved toward the player functioning end whereby the 
ball may be propelled by the ball actuating membe 
toward any of the score depicting elements. ' 

In further detail, the game device of the present in 
vention may be characterized in that the elements'of a 
game are imprinted on the base member in cooperative 
relationship to the score depicting elements for deter 
mining the score obtained by a player pursuant to the 
movement of the ball toward the region of the score de 
picting elements. In a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, the elements of the game are prefer 
ably the elements of a baseball game. In another aspect 
of the present invention, the chute-forming means in 
clines downwardly towards the player functioning end 
and is located to receive a playing ball propelled 
therein from the ball actuating member for affecting 
the score obtained by a player. ln this case, when a ball 
is propelled from the ball actuating member, through 
the chute-forming means, this activity represents a 
home run. ~ 

Elements of the game are also printed on the back 
wall and manually shiftable score depicting devices are 
locatable at selected locations on the elements of the 
game to depict the score of any of the players. These 
elements on the back wall correspond to the elements ' 
of the game imprinted on the base member. In like 
manner, a bell-forming means may be located behind 
the chute-forming means on the back wall to be struck 
by the ball which, is propelled through the chute 
forming means. Furthermore, various score depicting 
dial faces may be located on the back wall for depicting 
the score of one or more of the players. Manually mov 
able pointer means are associated with these dial faces. 

The ball actuating member comprises a shank por 
tion having a central bore which is ?tted over a pin 
mounted on the base member. A ball contact element 
also extends laterally outwardly from the shank por 
tion. in one aspect of the present invention, the ball ac 
tuating member is removable from this upstanding pin 
so that the pin serves as a locking pin to be inserted into 
an aperture on the back wall when the game is folded 
to the closed container-like construction. 

In another preferred aspect of the present invention, 
the device may be described as a portable game device 
which comprises a planer wall, a pair of opposed end 
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walls and a pair of opposed side walls connected by said 
end walls and perpendicularly disposed to said planer 
wall. A closure wall is pivotal along one end margin of 
one of said side walls from a closure position where it 
is located in spaced substantially parallel relationship 
to said planer wall to an open position where it is essen 
tially substantially co-planer with said last named side 
wall and substantially perpendicular to said planer wall. 
A ?rst flap is hingedly connected to a free end margin 
of said closure wall and is substantially co-planer there 
with when in the open position and is located in juxta 
position to one of said side walls when in the closed po 
sition. A second flap is hingedly connected to a free 
end margin of said ?rst‘?ap and is substantially co 
planer therewith in the open position, and is located in 
juxtaposition to at least a portion of said planer wall 
when in the closed position. In addition, score depict 
ing elements are swingably mounted with respect to 
said closure wall and are movable upon contact by a 
playing ball propelled along. said closure wall. Pin 
forming means arelocated on said second flap and ball 
actuating, means'are removably retained by said pin 
forming means. This ball actuating means is manually 
operable by a player to contact a playing ball and pro 
pel the smae toward the score depicting elements. An 
aperture is formed'in said planer wall and is sized to re 
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ceive the ‘pin-forming means when the closure wall and v 
the ?rst and second ?aps‘ are in the'closed position. 
The portable game device of the present invention 

may be further characterized in that the side wall ?aps 
extend outwardly from the opposite end margins of said 
closure flap and are located in juxtaposition to said end 
walls when the closure ?ap ‘is moved to the closed posi 
tion. In addition, the ?rst and second flaps have sub 
stantially the same width as the closure ?ap. Further 
more, the closure wall and the ?rst and second ?aps 
constitute a playing board when in the open position 
and are located in co-planer relationship. At least one 
of the said closure walls and said ?rst and second ?aps 
have elements of a game imprinted on commonly pres 
ented surfaces thereof. In the preferred aspect of the 
present invention, the elements of this game constitute 
a baseball playing ?eld. In order to provide portability, 
handle means are located on one of the side walls or 
end walls. In addition, chute-forming means extends 
longitudinally across a portion of the closure wall in an 
gular relationship to a surface thereof. 
Having thus described our invention in general terms, 

reference will now be made to the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a game device con 

structed in accordance with‘ and embodying the present 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the game device 

taken along line 2—2 of FIG. 1; r . ' 

FIG. 3 is a vertical side elevational view of the game 
device of FIG. 1 shown in the partially folded-up condi 
tion; and 
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of a swingable 

ball engaging member and mounting means therefor 
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which fonns part of the game device embodying the ' 
present invention. 
Referring now in more detail and by reference char 

acters to the drawings which illustrate a preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention, A designates a game 
device comprising a retaining case 10 having a rela 
tively planar upstanding back wall 12 or so-called 
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4 
‘.‘backboardf’ A pair of upstanding end walls 14 are in 
tegrally formed with the back wall 12 and project for 
wardly therefrom. A top wall 18 and a bottom wall 20 
extend between the upper and lower ends, respectively, 
of the end walls 14 and are integrally- formed with the 
respective upper and lower ends of the back wall 12 
and upstanding end walls 14. , i 
A relatively ?at playing board 22 having ‘a transverse 

dimension equal to the transverse dimension of the bot 
tom wall 20 is connected to the bottom wall 20 along 
a hinge connection 24. A pair of upstanding ball retain 
ing side flaps v26, each being located on opposite longi 
tudinal end margins of the playing board 22, extend 
forwardly from the forwardly presented edge margins 
of the end walls 14 for a portion of the longitudinal di 
mension of the playing board 22. These side ?aps have 
a vertical dimension which is approximately‘ equivalent 
to or less than the width, that is the longitudinal dimen 
sion, of the'end walls 14. In addition, these flaps 26 
have‘ a length which is about equal to or slightly less 
than the height of the end walls '14 for reasons which 
will presently more fully appear. > 
I The retaining case 10 and the playing board 22, along 
with the ball retaining side ?aps, which are preferably 
integral with the playing board 22, may be ‘formed of‘ 
any‘ material of construction which is relatively inex-' 
“pensive, but'which is nevertheless fairly durable. Thus, 
these components, in a preferred embodiment, are 
preferably molded as an integral unit from any suitable 
synthetic resinous material such as polyethylene, poly 
styrene, polyvinylchloride, or any of a number of other 
vinyl halide materials, or other similar moldable syn 
thetic resinous materials. In this case the hinge connec 
tion 26 is also'a strip which extends between the bot 
tom wall 20. and playing board 22 and is integral there 
with. To effectuate this type of hinge connection the 
strip forming the hinge connection 26 is formed with a ' 
lesser thickness than the bottom wall 20 and playing 
board 22 and preferably with additives which lend a 
suf?cient degree of ?exibility and bendability to this 
strip. In the event that the strip forming the hinge con 
nection 24 is formed of this lesser ‘thickness the up 
wardly presented surface should be co-planar with the 
upper surfaces of the playing board'22 and the bottom 
wall 20 to provide a continuous ?at surface._ 
The various components mentioned-above could also 

be formed in individual sections from any of the afore 
mentioned synthetic resinous materials and bonded or 
otherwise secured together. In like manner, these vari 
ous components could be formed of other materials of 
construction such as paperboard materials or light 
weight metals such as'aluminum or the ‘like. In these 
latter cases, hinge elements (not shown) would be em 
ployed to achieve the hinge connection 24. x 
The playing board 22 is 'also formed with a hinge con 

nection 28 transversely‘ thereacross - at the forward 
edges of the side ?aps 26 to thereby form a closure 
panel 30 and a ?rst playing board ?ap 32. ‘A second 
hinge connection 34 extending transversely across the 
playing board 22 and spaced forwardly of the first 
hinge connection 28 forms a second playing board ?ap 
36. ,The hinge connections 28 and 34 are spaced so that 
the closure panel '30 has a longitudinal dimension 
which is substantially equal to the vertical dimension of 
the back wall 12. In addition the longitudinal dimen 
sion of the ?rst flap 32 is substantially equal to the lon 
gitudinal dimension of the top wall 18. Furthermore, 
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the second flap 36 has a longitudinal dimension which 
is substantially equal to or less than the vertical dimen 
sion of the back wall. The hinge connections 28 and 34 
are of substantially the same construction as the hinge 
connection 24.. 

In accordance with the above outlined construction, 
the closure panel 30 can be folded up along the hinge 
connection 24 so that it lies in spaced substantially par 
allel relationship to the back wall 12. In this case the 
side ?aps 26 will lie inwardly of and in juxtaposition to 
the end walls 14. Furthermore, the ?rst playing board 
?ap 32 will lie in facewise juxtaposition over the top 
wall 18 in the manner as illustrated in FIG. 3. Finally 
the second playing board ?ap 36 will pivot about the 
hinge connection 34 so that it lies in justaposition to the 
exterior surface of the back wall 12 so that the retain 
ing case 10 is completely closed. For purposes of porta 
bility, a conventional handle strap 38 is secured to the 
exterior surface of one of the end walls 14. Any con 
ventional means (not shown) may be used to secure the 
handle strap 38 to the side wall 14 or to any other part 
of the case 10 as may be desired. 

In accordance with the above, it can be observed that 
the components‘forming the casing 10 and the atten 
dant playing board 22, along with the side ?aps 26 can 
be molded or stamped as an integral unit. In this way, 
the game device of the present invention can be con 
structed with a minimum number of structural compo 
nents so that it can be folded up into a small compact 
portable unit. 
Imprinted on the upper surface of the game board 22 

near the forward end which constitutes a player func 
tioning end 38 are the elements of a game such as a 
baseball playing ?eld or baseball diamond. Accordingly 
this player functioning end 38 will be provided with a 
home plate 40 as well as the remaining components of 
a standard baseball diamond in?eld 42 including for ex 
ample, the pitcher’s mound and the ?rst, second and 
third bases. A pair of foul lines 44 imprinted on the 
upper surface of the game board extend rearwardly 
from the diamond in?eld 42 at the ?rst and third bases 
toward the back wall 12 to de?ne the boundaries of the 
normal baseball playing ?eld. 
Located near the home plate 40 of the baseball play 

ing ?eld is a ball actuating member 46 in the form of 
a batter mechanism which is more fully illustrated in 
FIG. 4 and which is described in more detail hereinaf 
ter. Thus, when a normal playing ball, which may be a 
normal table tennis ball, as for example, the table ten 
nis ball commercially known under the trademark 

, “Ping-Pong,” a soft small rubber ball or the like, is 
moved toward the actuating member, the player can 
pivot the actuating member and bat the ball through 
the in?eld toward any of a plurality of depending score’ 
depicting plates 48. In accordance with normal base~ 
ball playing rules, if the ball is batted beyond either of 
the foul lines 44 prior to passing beyond the ?rst and 
third bases, the ball will be considered a foul ball. In 
like manner, if the ball remains within the foul lines 44 
it may contact one of the score depicting plates 48 to 
thereby affect the score of a player. 
The score depicting plates 48 depend from a suspen 

sion rod 50 which is secured to and extends between 
the two opposed end walls 14 near the forwardly pres 
ented margins thereof in substantially parallel relation 
ship to the back wall 12 and the game board 22. This 
suspension rod 50 may be secured to the end walls 14 
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6 
by any conventional means such as by insertion of the 
ends thereof into apertures orrecesses formed in the 
interiorly presented surfaces of the end walls 14. The 
suspension rod 50 is also located at a height which is 
sufficient to provide a slight clearance between the 
lower margins of the score depicting plates 48 and the 
game board 22 which is suf?cient to permit swingable - 
movement of the plates upon contact by the playing 
ball, but which is not suf?cient to permit the ball to 
pass thereunder without contacting the plates. In this 
regard the side wall ?aps 26 are each provided with an 
arcuately shaped slot 52 to receive the end portions of 
the suspension rod 50 when the closure wall 30 and the 
flaps 26 carried thereby are shifted to the closed posi 
tion. 
The suspension rod 50 may be formed of any of a 

number of known materials such as wood, or any of a 
number of metals or plastics or the like. In a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, the suspension _ 
rod 50 is extruded from an extrudable plastic material. 
The exact means for mounting the suspension rod 50 
will to a large extent depend upon the materials of con 
struction of the rod 50 and the end walls 14. 
The score depicting plates 48 may also be formed of 

any of the materials used in the formation of the sus 
pension rod 50, and are preferable molded from a plas 
tic material. Swingable suspension of the plates 48 on 
the rod 50 is achieved by the provision of curled ?ngers 
or an enlarged tubular element 54 integrally formed on 
the upper end of each of the plates 48 and which cir 
cumferentially extend about the rod 50 in a loose fitting 
arrangement. 

7 Other means of suspending the plates 48 may also be 
employed. Thus, for example, the suspension rod 50 
may be replaced by a string or other ?exible supporting 
member which may extend through apertures formed 
in the score depicting plates 48. In like manner, the 
score depicting plates 48 may also be suspended from 
the suspension rod 50 by means of ?exible cords or the 
like. 
A player’s score may be affected by the particular 

score depicting plate 48 which is contacted by a playing 
ball propelled from the ball actuating member 46. 
Thus, a particular loss or gain might be achieved in a 
game by the player causing the ball to strike the proper 
score depicting member. In the case of baseball, prefer 
ably eight score depicting plates 48 are employed, al 
though the number of plates employed may be altered 
in order to increase the possibility of loss or gain in a 
particular game or otherwise to comply with the score 
possibilities of another game. 

In the preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the two outermost score depicting plates 48 are 
labeled “single.” The next two adjacent plates 48 on 
each of the opposite ends of the row thereof are labeled 
“double," the next two adjacent plates 48 are labeled 
“triple" and the two interior~most plates 48 are labeled 
“out.” Thus, if a player is able to propel the ball in a 
path to strike the “single,” “double” or “triple” desig_ 
nated plates, he will obtain that gain in the game of 
baseball. On the other hand, if the player propels the 
ball in such manner that it strikes the “out" designated 
plate, the player will suffer that loss. The location of the 
plates will be primarily dependent upon the advantage 
gained by causing the ball to strike a particular plate. 
Accordingly, those plates which enable the player to 
obtain the most gain will be located in positions where 
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they are more difficult to contact with the playing ball. 

A ball chute 56 extends downwardly and forwardly 
from the suspension rod 50 toward the hinge connec 
tion 30. The chute 56 is arcuate in vertical cross 
section approaching a semicylindrical member with a 
radius sufficient-to movably accommodate the playing 
ball used in the game. At its rearward end, the chute 56 
is provided with a depending set of ?ngers or clamps 
(not shown) which is arcuately shaped to snap over the 
suspension rod 50. When located in the playing posi 
tion as illustrated in FIG. 1, the lower forward margin 
rests on the upper surface of. the closure panel 30. 
When it is desired to close the game up for transport 
ability the chute-56 can be readily removed from its 
supported position on the suspension rod 50 by merely 
pulling upwardly on the same. 
The chute 56 is located so that one player may force 

the ball down the chute 56 toward the home plate 46 
where another opposing player is manually actuating 
the ball actuating mechanism 38. The player forcing 
the ball which is often referred to in this game as 
"pitching” the ball, may exercise some control over the 
ball by attempting to use knuckle control, or other con 
trol to, for example, curve the ball. The rules of play in 
the baseball game are also applicable herein so that if 
the “batter,’_’ e.g. the player actuating the ball actuating 
member 46.misses a pitched ball or otherwise causes 
the ball to-move into a foul zone, the batter'will have 
one strike imposed. In like manner, if the pitcher does 
not propel the ball over the home plate 40, then the 
batter will have a ball count. 

_ A home run can be achieved by the batter propelling 
the playing ball back up the chute 54 until it passes 
therethrough. In this connection the chute 56 serves a 
dual purpose in that the chute serves as a means to 
"pitch” the ball toward the home plate 40, and as a 
scoring device since it permits a batter to score a home 
run by causing the ball to completely pass through the 
chute 56 toward the back wall 12. A bell 58 or similar 
alarm mechanism may be mounted on the back wall 12 
in approximate horizontal alignment with the upper 
end of the chute 56 so that a ball passing therethrough 
and which is indicative of a home run, will contact the 
bell and energize same or otherwise generate a sound 
upon contact. 
The ball actuating member 46, which is more'fully 

illustrated in the exploded perspective view of FIG. 4, 
generally comprises a tubular shank 60 having a central 
bore 62 to pivotally receive an upstanding combination 
retaining-locking pin 64 mounted on the upper surface 
of the game board 22 at the player functioning end 38. 
The upstanding pin 64 may be secured to the playing 
board 22 by any of a number of conventional fastening 
means, such as rivets, screws, or the like’(not shown), 
or it may be molded into the surface thereof. 
The ball actuating member 46 is preferably cast or 

otherwise formed of a metal such as iron, steel, or alu 
minum. Integrallyyformed with and extending laterally 
from'the shank 60 is a handle 66 which may be conve 
niently grasped by a player for rotating the ball actuat 
ing member 46 about the upstanding pin 64. In this 
connection the bore 62' is sized so that the shank 60 
-may be remova'bly disposed on the pin 64 and may be 
easily rotated thereon. Also integrally formed with the 
shank 60 and extending laterally therefrom at the lower 
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8 
end thereof is a ball contact paddle 68 -or so-caltled 
“bat” having a relatively ?at ball contact surface 70. 
By further reference to FIG. ,4, it, can be observed 

that the paddle 68 is located on diametrally opposite 
sides of the shank 60 with respect to the handle 66. 
Furthermore the upstanding pin 64 and hence the ball 
actuating member 46 will be located in closev proximity 
to the home plate 40 so that the paddle 68 can be 
swung over the plate 40. In this way the player can 
grasp the handle‘ 66 and‘ manually pivot the shank 60 
about the upstanding pin 64 in a manner to contact a 
pitched ball’with the paddle 68 and attempt to score by 
contacting selected ones of the score depicting plates 
48, or otherwise propelling the ball up the chute 56 in 
order to obtain a home run. 
Thepin 64 also serves a dual function since it re 

ceives the ball actuating member 46, and also serves as 
a locking pin in that it is capable of being movably in 
serted into an aperture (not shown) formed in the back 
wall 14. Thus, when the game device A is folded up and 

' the flap 36 lies in juxtaposition to the exterior surface 
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of the back wall 14, the pin 64 can be inserted in the 
aforesaid aperture to hold the case in the locked posi~ 
tion. In this connection the pin 64 would snugly, though 
nevertheless removably, fit within the aperture .on the 
back wall 14. It should also be observed that another‘ 
upstanding pin (not shown) could be located on the op 
posite side of the home plate 40 so that the ball actuat 
ing member 46v could be located on the opposite side 
of the homeplate 40. In this way player's'could play the 
game from both sides of the game board 22. In this lat 
ter construction, a second aperture would be formed in 
the back wall 14 to accommodate the second upstand 
ing pin. ' 
Imprinted on the forwardly presented surface of the 

back wall 12 are the elements of a game, such as the el 
ementsof a baseball playing ?eld or “diamond," which 
essentially correspond to‘the elements of the baseball 
playing ?eld imprinted on upper surface of the playing 
board 22. These elements of the baseball diamond on 
the back wall 12 include the three bases and a home 
plate. An aperture or recess 72 is formed in each of the 
three bases and in the home plate to receive a remov 
able score indicating pin 74. Thus, if one player ac 
quires a “single” during the course of a game he would 
place one score indicating pin 74 in'the aperture 72 at 
the first base to indicate the presence of a man on first 
base. Thereafter if a player acquires another ‘,‘single” 
during the ‘course of the game he will insert one pin 74 
in the aperture 72 at the ?rst base and one pin 74 in the 
aperture 72 at the second base to indicate the presence 
of men on the ?rst and second bases. In this way the 
players can keep track of the various plays during an 
inning of the game. e > ' 

Located on the interiorly presented surface of the 
back wall 14 are a plurality of score depicting dial faces 
76 having movable pointers 78. In the embodiment of 
the invention shown in FIG. 1, two such dials are pro— 
vided for showing the number of runs obtained by each 
of the players or player ‘teams. Dials are also provided 
for depicting the number of strikes and the number of 
outs in an inning. Any number of dials'with any desired 
indicia thereon may be'provided in accordance with 
the present invention. ' ' g 

In use, the game deviceofthe present invention may 
be used by opening the casing, that is swinging the clo 
sure wall 30, and the two ?aps 32 and 36 in the open 
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?at position to form the relatively planar playing board 
22. One of the players may then pitch the ball from the 
chute 56 toward the plate 40. The other player will 
then actuate the ball actuating member 46 to thereby 
propel the playing ball toward any of the score depict 
ing plates 48 or the home run chute 56. The game then 
proceeds in accordance with normal baseball rules, or 
any other rules which may be provided, or otherwise 
adopted by the players. 
When it is desired to fold up the game for storage or 

transport, the various components are folded in the 
manner as previously described and as illustrated in 
FIG. 3 to form a small compact carrying case. The 
chute is removed from its supported position on the 
suspension rod 50 and stored along with the playing 
ball in the case. It is to be observed that clearance for 
the suspension rod 50 is provided in the side wall ?aps 
26 through the provision of the arcuate slots 52. 

It can be observed that the game device of the pres 
ent invention is highly versatile in that with slight modi 
?cations, the game can be utilized for the simulated 
playing of any sport employing a playing ball on a min 
iaturized basis. Thus with slight modi?cation the game 
device can be used in the playing of a simulated basket 
ball game, or simulated football game, or the like. In 
these cases, the elements of the playing ?eld would be 
revised to conform to the normal playing ?eld for the 
sport which is to be played. 
Thus, there has been illustrated and described a 

novel game device which is highly versatile and which 
can be constructed at a relatively economical cost, and 
thereby ful?lls all of the objects and advantages sought 
therefor. It should be recognized that many changes 
and modi?cations can be made in the form, construc 
tion, arrangement and combination of parts without de 
parting from the nature and principle of our invention. 
Therefore, all such changes and modi?cations are 
deemed to be covered by the invention which is limited 
only by the following claims. 
Having thus described our invention, what we desire 

to claim and secure by letters patent is: 
1. A portable game device comprising a planar wall, 

a pair of opposed end walls and a pair of opposed side 
walls connecting said end walls and extending from and 
perpendicularly disposed to said planar wall, a closure 
wall pivotal along one end margin of one of said side 
walls from a closure position where it is located in 
spaced substantially parallel relationship to said planar 
wall to an open position where it is essentially substan 
tially co-planar with said last named side wall and sub 
stantially perpendicular to said planar wall, a ?rst ?ap 
hingedly connected to the free end marginof said clo 
sure wall and being substantially co-planar therewith 
when in the open position and being located in juxtapo 
sition to one of said side walls when in the closed posi 
tion, a second ?ap hingedly connected to a free end 
margin of said ?rst ?ap and being substantially co 
planer therewith in the open position and being located 
in juxtaposition to at least a portion of said planar wall 
when in the closed position, score depicting elements 
swingably mounted with respect to said closure wall 
and being movable upon contact by a playing ball pro 
pelled along said closure wall, an outwardly projecting 
pin located on said second ?ap, ball actuating means 
removably retained by said outwardly projecting pin, 
said ball actuating means being swingable on said pro 
jecting pin and being manually operable by a player to 
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contact said playing ball and propel same toward said 
score depicting elements, and means forming an aper 
ture in said planar wall sized to receive said pin when 
said closure wall and ?rst and second ?aps are in the 
closed position. 

2. The portable game device of claim 1 further char 
acterized in that side wall ?aps extend outwardly from 
opposite ends of margins of said closure wall and are 
located in juxtaposition to said end walls when the clo 
sure wall is moved to the closed position. 

3. The portable game device of claim 1 further char 
acterized in that said first and second ?aps have sub 
stantially the same width as said closure wall. 

4. The portable game device of claim 1 further char 
acterized in that said closure wall and said ?rst and sec 
ond ?aps constitute a playing board when in the open 
position and in coplanar relationship, and at least one 
of said closure walls and ?rst and second ?aps have ele 
ments of a game imprinted on commonly presented 
surfaces thereof. 

5. The portable game device of claim 4 further char 
acterized in that said game device is a baseball game 
and the elements of the game are elements of a baseball 
playing ?eld. 

6. The portable game device of claim 1 further char 
acterized in that handle means is located on one of said 
end walls. 

7. The portable game device of claim 1 further char~ 
acterized in that a chute sized to receive a playing ball 
extends longitudinally across a portion of said closure 
wall in angular relationship to a surface thereof. 

8. A baseball game device comprising a base member 
having a player functioning end and a back wall oppo 
site to said player functioning end, a side wall extending 
forwardly toward said player functioning end from 
each of the opposite end margins of said back wall, sus 
pension means retained by said side walls and extend 
ing across said base member in substantially parallel re 
lationship to said back wall and being located interme 
diate said back wall and player functioning end, a plu 
rality of spaced apart aligned score depicting elements 
rockably retained by and depending from said suspen 
sion means and extending across a portion of said base 
member, a ball actuating member located at said player 
functioning end and being manually operable by a 
player to propel a playing ball toward said score depict‘ 
ing elements for generating a score upon contact of 
said ball with selected ones of said score depicting ele 
ments, elements of a baseball playing ?eld imprinted on 
said base member in cooperative relationship to said 
score depicting elements for determining the score ob 
tained by a player pursuant to movement of said ball 
toward the region of said score depicting elements, ele 
ments of a baseball playing ?eld imprinted on said back 
wall corresponding to elements of the baseball playing 
?eld imprinted on said base member, manually shift 
able score depicting devices manually locatable at se 
lected locations on the elements of the baseball playing 
?eld imprinted on said back wall, a chute sized to re 
ceive the playing ball extending from said suspension 
means toward said player functioning end and being in 
clined downwardly toward said player functioning end 
for causing the ball to be moved toward said player 
functioning end, whereby said ball may be propelled by 
said ball actuating member toward said score depicting 
elements, said chute also being located to receive a ball 
propelled therein from said ball actuating member for 
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affecting the score obtained by a player, at least one 
score depicting dial face located on said back wall, and 
manually movable pointer means on said dial face for 
depicting the score of one or more players. _ 

9. A game device comprising the combination of a 
base member having a player functioning end ‘and an 
upstanding back wall on an end opposite to said player 
functioning end, suspension means extending across 
said base member and substantially parallel to and in 
termediate said'back wall and player functioning end, 
a plurality of score depicting elements extending across 
a portion of said base member and being rockably 
mounted with respect to said suspension means, a ball 
actuating member located at said player functioning 
end and being manually operable by a player to propel 
a ball toward said score depicting elements for generat 
ing a score upon contact with selected ones of said 
score depicting elements by a playing ball, a chute sized 
to receive said playing ball extending toward said 
player functioning end for causing said ball to be 
moved toward said player functioning end whereupon 
said ball may be propelled by said ball actuating mem 
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b'er toward said score depicting elements, said chute" ' 
being located to incline downwardly toward said player 
functioning end and being located to receive a ball pro 
pelled therein from said ball actuating member for af 
fecting the score obtained by a player, and a bell lo 
cated behind said chute to be actuated by a ball pro 
pelled into and through said chute. 

10. The game device’ of claim 9 further characterized 
in that elements of a game are imprinted on said back 
wall, and that manually shiftable score depicting de 
vices are locatable at selected locations on the ele 
ments of said game to depict the score of a player. 

11. A game device comprising a base member having 
a player functioning end and a back wall opposite to 
said player functioning end, a side wall extending for 
wardly toward said player functioning end from each of 
the opposite end margins of said back wall, suspension 
means retained by said side walls and extending across 
said base member in substantially parallel relationship 
to said back wall and being located intermediate said 
back wall and player functioning end, a plurality of 
spaced apart aligned score depicting elements rockably 
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retained by and depending from said suspension means 
and extending across a portion of said base member, a 
ball actuating member located at said player function 
ing end and being manually operable by a player to pro 
pel a playing ball toward said score depicting elements 
for’ generating a score upon contact of said ball with se 
lected ones of said score depicting elements, elements 
of a playing game imprinted on said base member in co 
operative relationship to said score depicting elements 
for determining the score obtained by a player pursuant 
to movement of said ball toward the region of said 
score depicting elements, elements of the playing game 
imprinted on said back wall corresponding to elements 
of the playing game imprinted on said basemember, 
manually shiftable score depicting devices manually lo 
catable at selected locations on the elements of the 
playing game imprinted on said back wall, a chute sized 
to receive the-playing ball extending from said suspen 
sion means toward said‘ player functioning end and 
being inclined downwardly toward said player func 
tioning end for causing the ball to be moved toward 
said player functioning end, whereby said ball may be 
propelled by said ball actuating member toward said 
score depicting elements, said chute also being located 
to receive'a ball propelled therein from said ball actuat 
ing member for affecting the score obtained by a 
player,at least one score depicting dial face located on 
said back wall, and manually movable pointer means 
on said dial face for depicting the score of one or more 
players. _ 

12. The game device of claim 11 further character 
ized in that said ball actuating member comprises a 
shank portion ?tted over a pin located on said base 
member and having a ball contact portion angularly lo 
cated to said shank portion. 

13. The game device of claim 11 further character 
ized in that the‘ game played thereon is a baseball game, 
the elements of the game imprinted on said base mem 
ber constitute elements of a baseball playing ?eld, and 
where foul-ball lines are imprinted on said base mem 
ber and extend from the elements of said baseball play 
ing ?eld toward said score depicting element. 

* * * * * 


