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1571 ABSTRACT 

In a basketball goal assembly, a ball return chute posi 
tioned beneath a hoop in ball-receiving relation 
thereto, the ball return chute being formed of a light 
weight, substantially shape-retentive material. The 
chute has an upper ball-receiving opening, a lower ball 

_ discharge opening, and a curved body portion, the 
body portion being of a length such that the ball dis 
charge opening is at a height substantially above the 
playing surface above which the basketball goal as 
sembly is positioned, whereby the ball may be re 
turned on a bounce to the player. The chute is held in 
position beneath the hoop by nesting in a circumferen 
tially notched ring. The chute has a tooth mating with 
the one of the notches at a time, and the angular posi 
tion of the chute is adjustable by ?tting the tooth into 
different notches. The ring may be attached to the 
backboard or suspended by hooks from the hoop. 

5 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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BASKETBALL RETURN DEVICE ' 

This invention relates to a lightweight, easily adjust 
able basketball return device adapted particularly for 
enabling a basketball player taking practice shots to 
have the ball returned on a bounce to him. There have 
been numerous attempts in the past to devise a light 
weight and compact basketball return device. Hereto 
fore, such devices, including primarily various types of 
troughs, de?ectors, or nets, have been so heavy and 
bulky as to make assembly dif?cult and adjustment 
time-consuming. Furthermore, most of the prior art de 
vices are of such a length that in order to be in a posi 
tion to receive the ball from the ball return device, the 
player must either take relatively long practice shots, or 
run back to the opening of the ball return device after 
taking a short shot. 

It is therefore the object of this invention to provide 
a basketball return device which eliminates the prob 
lems set forth above. 
More speci?cally, it is an object of this invention to 

provide a basketball ball return device which is rela 
tively short, and positioned at a height substantially 
above the playing'level, so that the ball may be re 
turned to the player on a bounce. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a bas 
ketball return device which is quickly and easily adjust 
able in order to allow a player to practice shots from 
any direction. 
Some of the objects of the invention having been 

stated, other objects will become evident as the de 
scription proceeds, when taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, in which 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a basket 

ball court, with a basketball return device according to 
the present invention in position on a typical basketball 
goal assembly, and showing the adjustability of the bas 
ketball return device, and the return of the basketball 
to the player on a bounce; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the basketball return 
device according to a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, perspective view 

of the adjustment tooth, shown in dotted lines in FIG. 
2; ’ 

FIG. 4 is a side view of the basketball return device 
according to a preferred embodiment thereof in posi 
tion on a basketball goal assembly; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the basketball return 

device according to another embodiment of the inven 
tion; and 
FIG. 6 is a side view of the basketball return device 

according to FIG. 5 in position on a basketball goal as 
sembly. ' 

Referring now more speci?cally to the drawings, a 
preferred embodiment of the basketball return device 
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according to the present invention is shown in FlG. 2, . 
and comprises a ball return chute, broadly indicated by 
reference numeral 10 adjustably carried by an annular 
frame 20. Ball return chute 10 is comprised of a ta 
pered, cylindrical, arcuate tube 11, preferably formed 
of a lightweight, shape-retentive material, such as poly 
propylene or polyethylene, and having an upper open 
ing 12 and a lower opening 13, serving, respectively, as 
ball-receiving and ball discharge openings. 
Formed around the upper end of tube 11 and de?n 

ing the ball-receiving opening 12 is an enlarged annular 
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2 
?ange or lip 14, having a substantially triangular, out 
wardly pointing adjustment tooth 15 connected thereto 
at the junction of the walls of tube 11 and annular lip 
14 —- the purpose of tooth 15 to be set forth in detail 
hereinafter. Ball return chute 10 is intended to be car 
ried in ball-receiving relation to a standard basketball 
hoop, indicated by reference letter H, normally carried 
by a backboard, indicated by reference letter B. Ball 
return chute 10 is carried in ball-receiving relation to 
hoop H by means of the annular frame 20, preferably 
having substantially the same outer diameter as the 
outer diameter of annular lip 14. As is best shown in 
FIG. 4, frame 20 is carried in an offset, spaced relation 
to backboard B, and in concentric relation beneath 
hoop H by means of a bracket 21, adapted to ?t in 
place on backboard B in partial surrounding relation to 
a standard rectangular bracket by which hoop H is car 
ried in spaced relation to the backboard B, the rectan 
gular bracket fitting in the rectangular cut-out portion 
22 in bracket 21. Frame 20 is stabilized by means of a 
pair of support anns 23', ?xedly secured to and inter 
connecting opposing sides of bracket 21 and corre 
sponding sides of frame 20. 

Ball return chute 10 is carried in frame 20 by means 
of lip 14 resting on top of in overlapping relation to, 
and being supportively carried by, the circumference of 
frame 20. To adjust the direction of ball return, chute 
10 is rotated axially in relation to frame 20, so that the 
discharge opening 13 is pointed'in the desired direc 
tion. In order to maintain this directional adjustment, 
a plurality of notches 24 is formed around the circum 
ference of frame 20 at spaced intervals for matingly re 
ceiving tooth 15 on chute 10. When tooth 15 is posi 
tioned in the desired notch 24, axial rotation of chute 
10 is prevented. It will be understood that because 
chute 10 will normally be rotated only about 180°, the 
notches 24 need only extend around the circumference 
of approximately one-half of frame 20. 

A’ basketball return device according to another em 
bodirnent of the invention is shown in FIG. 5, and com 
prises a ball return chute substantially as in FIG. 2. 
Therefore, prime notation has been added to the refer 
ence numerals in FIG. 5 which identify elements of the 
invention identical to the embodiment set forth in 
FIGS. 2 and 4. As will be noted, frame 20’, as is best 
shown in FIG. 6, is suspended directly from hoop H by 
means of a plurality of hooks 26, ?xedly secured to the 
outer axial surface of frame 20’ and extending up 
wardly therefrom for being hooked over hoop H. As is 
evident from FIGS. 5 and 6, ball return chute 10' is car 
ried in exactly the same manner in frame 20' as is ball 
return chute 10 in frame 20, in FIGS. 2 and 4. 

It will thus be seen that there has been described 
above two embodiments of a basketball return device 
which is compact, lightweight, and easy to adjust. As is 
evident from the foregoing, and as illustrated in FIG. 1, 
a player may take practice shots from any point on a 
basketball court by merely adjusting the ball return 
chute 10 in frame 20 so that the ball is returned in'the 
player’s direction. Furthermore, since the entire bas 
ketball return device is relatively short, a player may 
take shots at the basket from a very short distance, and 
catch the ball as it rolls out of the chute, instead‘of 
waiting for the ball to return to him on a bounce. 

It will be understood that various details of the inven 
tion may be changed without departing from the scope 
of the invention. Furthermore, the foregoing descrip 



3,814,421 
3 

tion is for the purposes of illustration only, and not for 
purposes of limitation —'the invention being de?ned by 
the claims. 
That which is claimed is: I 
1. In a basketball goal assembly, including a back 

board and a hoop, the combination therewith of a bas 
ketball return device, comprising: a circular frame con 
nected to said basketball goal assembly and having a 
plurality of spaced notches around at least a portion of 
the circumference thereof, and a ball return chute car 
ried by said frame in ball-receiving relation beneath the 
hoop of said basketball goal assembly, said ball return 
chute comprising a tapered cylindrical arcuate tube 
formed of a lightweight, substantially shape-retentive 
material, the outer diameter of the upper portion of 
said ball return chute corresponding substantially to 
the diameter of said circular frame, said ball return 
chute having an upper ball receiving opening and a 
lower ball discharge opening, and a curved body por 
tion, said body portion being of a length such that said 
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ball discharge opening is at a height substantially above ‘ 
the playing surface above which said basketball goal 
assembly is positioned, whereby the ball may be re 
turned on a bounce along a predetermined path to the ' 
player, and wherein said ball return chute has ?xedly 
attached on the circumference of the upper portion 

25 

thereof at least one tooth for being positioned in one of ' 
said notches on said frame for maintaining the desired _ 
directional adjustment of said ball return chute. 

2. In a basketball goal assembly according to claim 1, 
wherein said notches extend continuously around ap 
proximately one-half the circumference of said frame. 

3. In a basketball goal assembly including a back-I 
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4 
board and a hoop, and means mounting the basketball 
goal assembly at. a predetermined height above a play 
ing surface, the combination therewith of a basketball 
return device comprising: a frame connected to said‘ 
basketball goal assembly, and a single ball return chute 
carried by said frame in ball-receiving relation to said 
basketball goal assembly, said ball return chute com 
prising a curved cylindrical tube formed of a light 
weight, substantially shape-retentive material, and hav 
ing an upper ball receiving opening and a lower ball dis 
charge opening, and a curved body portion, said ball 
return chute having a ?ange at the upper end thereof 
mounting said chute for rotation on said frame for per 
mitting angularlyadjusting the position of the curved 
body portion of said chute relative to said hoop of said 
basketball goal assembly for controlling the angular di 
rection of ball return from said basketball return de 
vice, the body portion of said ball return chute being of 
a length suchv that said ball discharge opening is at a 
height substantially above the playing surface above 
which said, basketball goal vassembly is positioned, 
whereby the ball may be returned on a bounce along a 
predetermined path to the player. 

. 4. In a basketball goal assembly according to claim 3, 
wherein said frame is carried by said backboard for 
‘maintaining said frame‘, and said ball return chute car 
ried thereby, in ball-receiving relation to said hoop. 

5. In a basketball goal assembly according to claim 3, 
wherein said frame is connected to the basketball goal 
assembly by means of a plurality of hooks connected to 
and extending substantially upward from the periphery 
of said frame and being carried by said hoop for sus 
pending the basketball return device from said hoop. 

, * * * * * 


