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[57] ABSTRACT 

A collapsible load-supporting pallet having a pair of 
elongated members with an upright arm on each end. 
A raised central portion in each of the elongated 
members has a vertically disposed pintle therethrough 
pivotally connecting the two elongated members. A 
?at member is removably supported by the upright 
arms and the raised central portions on the elongated 
members. A laterally disposed clip pivotally attached 
to each of the upright arms, releasably holds the ?at 
member in its assigned position on the elongated 
members. A resilient member on the pintle yieldably 
urges the two elongated members apart so that they 
may be pivoted together to facilitate storage when the 
flat member is removed. ' 

4 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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COLLAPSIBLE PALLET FOR FREIGHT AND 
' CARGO 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to load-supporting pallets gen 
erally, and more particularly to a collapsible pallet of 
the type commonly used by the shipping industry in 
handling freight, and moving it to and from warehouses 
and loading docks. Pallets presently in use are ex 
tremely bulky, and consequently create a storage prob 
lem for the shipper. They are also relatively expensive 
to produce, so the shipper is understandably reluctant 
to abandon them at their destination. 

In the instance of wooden pallets, which are ex 
tremely heavy as well as expensive, the shippers incur 
considerable cost in moving them with the freight to 
the consignee, and having themreturned for re-use. 
Fully cognizant of this situation, the applicant has in 
vented a sturdy, fully collapsible, light weight pallet, 
which can be readily disassembled and compacted to 
facilitate storage and greatly reduce shipping charges. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention comprises a pair of elongated mem 
bers I0 and 12 having on each end thereof an, upright 
arm 14. A pair of inverted ‘U’ shaped sections 16 and 
18 are provided in the central portions of the elongated 
membersl0 and 12 respectively. A vertically disposed 
pintle 20, through the inverted ‘U’ shaped sections.l6 
and 18, pivotally connects the two elongated members 
10 and I2. A ?at member 21 is supportedlaterally by 
the upright arms 14 and the inverted ‘U’ shaped sec 
tions 16 and 18 in the elongated members 10 and 12 
respectively. A laterally disposed clip 22, pivotally at 
tached to each of the upright arms 14, holdably en 
gages the periphery of the ?at member 21. A resilient 
member 30 on the pintle 20 yieldably urges the two 
elongated members 10 and 12 apart. 

DESCRIPTIONO'F THE DRAWING . 

FIG. I is an elevation view of the pallet comprising 
the applicant‘s invention, showing a carton 28 thereto 
attached by the adjustable holding straps 26. 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view, taken substantially on plane 

2—-2 in FIG. 1, showing the laterally disposed ‘U’ 
shaped clips 22 on the upright arms 14. 
FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view, taken substantially‘ on 

plane 3-3 in FIG. 1, showing the elongated members 
10 and 12 in a fully extended position. I I 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged section view, taken substantially 

on plane 4—4 in FIG. 2, showing structural details of 
the laterally disposed ‘U’ shaped clips 22 on the upright 
arms 14. I I . 

FIG. 5_ is an enlargedsection view, taken substantially 
on plane 5-5 in FIG. 3, showing the'srnaller inverted 
‘U’ shaped section 16 in the elongated member 10, and 
the resilient bushing 30 fully compressed. ‘ ‘ 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged section view, taken substantially 

on plane 6—6 in FIG. 3, showing the larger inverted ‘U’ 
shaped section 18 in the other elongated member 12. 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged section view,.similar to FIG. 6, 
showing the resilient bushing 30 in its fully expanded 
position. holding the elongated members 10 and 12 
apart. 
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FIG. 8 is a ‘top plan view, showing the elongated 

members 10 and I2 detached from the ?at member 21, 
and pivoted to a fully compacted position. 

CONSTRUCTION 

For a more detailed description of the invention, ref 
erence is made to the-drawing in which numerals 10 
and 12 designate a pair of elongated members having ' 
on each end thereof an upright arm 14. A pair of in 
verted ‘U’ shaped sections 16 and 18 of different widths 
are provided in'the elongated members 10 and 12 re 
spectively. A vertically disposed pintle 20 through each 
of the inverted ‘U’ shaped sections 16 and 18, pivotally 
connects together the elongated members 10 and 12 
for limited relative movement. ' 
A ?at member 21 is laterally supported on the up 

right arms 14, and the inverted ‘U’ shaped sections 16 
and 18 on the elongated members 10 and 12 respec 
tively.'A laterally disposed ‘U’ shaped clip 22, pivotally 
attached to each of the upright arms 14, holdably en 
gages the periphery of the ?at member 20. A screw 23, 
through an opening 24 in the upper side of each ‘U’ 
shaped clip 22,-retains the flat member 21 in its as 
signed position. i - ~ 

A loop 25 on each'of the ‘U’ shaped clips 22, slidably 
retain therethrough a pair of adjustable holding straps 
26. A load, such as the carton 28 shown in FIG. 1, is 
_releasably held on the flat member 21 of the pallet by 
the adjustable holding straps '26. A resilient bushing 30, 
on the vertically disposed pintle 20, yieldably urges the 
two elongated members 10 and 12 apart, to the relative 
positions shown’ in FIG. 7 of the drawings. 
The preceding discussion'completes adescription of 

the structural details of the applicant’s invention herein 
disclosed; however, to facilitate a more thorough com 
prehension and appreciation of the subject matter, a 
brief discussion of the manner in which the palletv is 
used so as to ful?ll its intended function is immediately 
hereinafter set forth. ‘ ' ' 

use AND OPERATION, ' 

When the applicant’s pallet is not in use, it may be 
readily disassembled and collapsed. This is done by piv 
oting the ‘U’ shaped clips 22 on the upright arms 14 so 
as to release the ?at member 21,‘which is then removed 
from the elongated members 10 and 12. The resilient 
bushing 30 thereupon immediately expands, and moves 
the two elongated members 10 and 12 apart to the rela 
tive positions shown in FIG. 7. 
The elongated 10 and 12 can then be pivoted to 

gether to the compacted positions shown in FIG. 8. In 
this collapsed condition the pallet occupies only a frac 
tion of the space required by- the assembled unit, 
thereby facilitating storage, and reducing considerably 
thefreight and transportation costs involved in return 
ing such pallet to the shipper. > ‘ ‘ .' ‘ 

Based ‘upon the foregoing discussion, the applicant is 
of the opinion that his invention has ful?lled a long-felt 
need in the ?eld of pallets, and that he has accordingly ' 
made a valuable constribution to the related art. How 
ever, while the invention was described with reference 
to the structural details of a single embodiment, it will - 
be appreciated ‘by those familar with the art that the 
principles involved are’ susceptible of numerous other 
practical adaptations. . . V . ' 

I therefore claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent: ' . ' 
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l. A collapsible pallet comprising two elongated 
members, an upright arm on each end of the elongated 
members, a raised central portion in each of the elon 

. gated members, a vertically disposed pintle through the 
raised central portions pivotally connecting together 
the two elongated members, a ?at member removably 
supported by the upright arms and the raised central 
portions on the two elongated members, means on the 
upright arms for holdably engaging the ?at member, 
and a resilient member on the vertically disposed pintle 

_ yieldably urging the two elongated members apart, 
such resilient member moving the two elongated mem 
bers apart when they are detached from the flat mem 
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4 
her so that they can be pivoted together and brought 
into a relatively compacted relationship. 

2. The collapsible pallet of claim 1 in which the 
raised central portion in each of the elongated mem 
bers comprises an inverted ‘U’ shaped section. 

3. The collapsible pallet of claim 2 in which the 
means on the upright arms for holdably engaging the 
?at member comprises a laterally disposed clip pivot 
ally attached to each of the upright arms. 

4. The collapsible pallet of claim 3 in which the later 
ally disposed clip comprises a ‘U’ shaped member. 

is * * * >l= 


