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[ 5 7] ABSTRACT 

A fused, remote closing power load pickup device for 
electrically interconnecting an overhead power line 
with electrical apparatus, wherein is included a switch 
member movable toward and away from a latching 
contact therefor with a lever and a lanyard being oper 
ably connected to the switching member so that it may 
be safely shifted from open disposition to its closed 
position in latched relationship with the contact there 
for from a remote location. 

12 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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REMOTE CLOSING POWER LOAD PICKUP 
DEVICE 

This invention relates to power load pickup or line 
tapping switch devices for use in connecting electrical 
apparatus to an overhead power line. 
Devices of the type referred to are disclosed in 

United States Letters Pat. Nos. 2,025,321 and 
2,637,795. As is fully shown and described in these pa 
tents, a pivotal switch member is adapted to be latched 
in place against a contact therefor. A fusible element 
carried by the switch member is operably associated 
with mechanism supporting the member so that upon 
melting of the fusible element under a fault current, the 
switch member drops away from the latching contact 
to open the circuit. Normally, the swingable switch 
member of these devices is shifted to a closed position 
to electrically interconnect apparatus such as an elec 
trical transformer with the power line, by use of an in 
sulative ‘stick tool or the like requiring that the work 
man be quite close to the power load pickup when the 
switch member is closed against the latching contact 
assembly. Such devices ?nd particular utility in ener 
gizing transformers and the like subsequent to repair 
and replacement Work. lf the switch member of the de 
vice is closed against a fault current, destruction of the 
transformer can occur, resulting in severe injury to the 
workman by showering him with hot oil from, the trans 
former or sharp splinters from destroyed ceramic insu 
lators, due to his close proximity to the electrical appa 
ratus being energized. Another problem associated 
with such power load pickup devices is their tendency 
to oscillate or “pinwheel” about the overhead conduc 
tor when the switch member is shifted to a closed posi 
tion or upon destruction of the fusible element there 
within as a result of fault current. 

Accordingly, it is the most important object of the 
present invention to provide a power load pickup de 
vice wherein the switch member thereof may be closed 
from a remote location so as to prevent injury to the 
workman. 
An important object of the invention is to provide a 

power load pickup of the class described wherein a line 
clamp electrically connects the pickup to the overhead 
power line, and at the same time fastens the device in 
depending relationship from the line in such a manner 
that the device may be used anywhere necessary with 
out requiring additional mechanical support therefor. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide such 
a power load pickup and accompanying clamp which 
are con?gured. and relatively arranged to maintain sta 
bility during closing as well as during fault current in 
terruption, to thereby prevent oscillation or “pinwheel 
ing" of the device relative to the overhead line. A cor~ 
ollary to this objective is to prevent oscillation by con 
figuring the device such that the rotating member 
thereof swings about an axis that extends generally per 
pendicularly to the overhead line. ' 
Another object of the invention is to provide a power 

load pickup as described in the preceding objects 
wherein the switch member embodies a fuse holder and 
an internal, fusible element as the conductive, rotative 
member of the power load pickup in order to provide 
additional workman safety while at the same time pre 
cluding the necessity of using an additional fusible ele 
ment in conjunction with the device, 
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2 
A more particular object of the invention is to pro 

vide a remote closing device as in the preceding object 
wherein a lever arm extends radially outwardly from 
the pivot on which the swingable switch member of the 
device rotates, and a lanyard secured to the lever at 
such a location that downward pulling of the lanyard 
from a remote location causes swinging of the conduc 
tive member to a closed position wherein the power 
load pickup device electrically interconnects the over 
head power line and the electrical apparatus to be ener 
gized, thereby providing an economical, simple ar 
rangement allowing remote closing of the device but 
wherein suf?cient leverage is provided for reliable, pos 
itive closing and latching interengagement of the elec 
trical contacts of the device. A corollary to this object 
is the way in which the lanyard and lever arms are stra 
tegically located so that there is substantial leverage 
when pulling the lanyard downwardly as the rotating 
member is nearing its closed position to assure reliable, 
positive closing of the device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a re 

mote closing switch device wherein the lever arm is lo 
cated and configured in a manner permitting use 
thereof with a dropout type remote closing device hav 
ing toggle linkage at the lower end thereof causing the 
fused, conductive element to swing to an open 
indicating position whenever fault current is inter 
rupted, the lever arm being positioned such that it does 
not interfere with the automatic opening feature pro 
vided by such toggle linkage. 
Another object of the invention is to provide such a 

fused, power load pickup device wherein the top end 
of the fuse holder is frangible so that upon fault current 
interruption exhaust gases are emitted from the top and 
bottom ends of the fuse holder to maintain stability of 
the power load pickup device by preventing translation 
of reaction forces from the exhausting gas to the device 
that would otherwise create oscillation of the device 
relative to the overhead line. A corollary of this object 
is to relatively position the fuse holder on the overhead 
power line so that the exhaust gas discharged from the 
upper end of the fuse is not aligned with the overhead 
conductor line to preclude formation of a highly dan 
gerous conductive path from the power line to sur 
rounding structure. . 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
remote closing, fused, power load pickup device that 
may be economically manufactured utilizing presently 
available components of conventional fuse cutouts. 
These and other objects and advantages of the pres 

ent invention are specifically set forth in or will become 
apparent from the following detailed description of a 
preferred form of the invention when read in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
H0. 1 is an elevational view of a remote closing 

power load pickup device as contemplated by the pres 
ent invention and shown in its closed position and inter 
connected with an overhead power line; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the device shown‘ 
in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the device; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary, elevational view of the lower 

end of the device illustrated in FlG. 1 and showing 
same in the process of dropping out to its open position 
in response to destruction of the fusible element in the 
swingable switch member thereof; 
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FIG. 5 is a transverse, cross-sectional view taken 
along line 5-—5 of FIG. 1; 
'FIG. is an enlarged, fragmentary, partially cross» 

sectional elevational view of the lower end of the de 
vice when the switch member is disposed in the open 
position thereof; 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the remote closing 

power load pickup device installed on an ‘overhead 
power line in readiness to be closed from a remote lo 
cation such as the ground. 
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the remote closing 

power load pickup device in conjunction with a perma 
nently fused protective device; and 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the remote closing 

power load pickup‘ device in conjunction with a self 
protected transformer and a safety'fuse hanger. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, 
there is illustrated a remote closing power load pickup 
device. generally designated by the numeral 10 which 
includes an elongated, vertically arranged support 12, 
and an elongated, vertically arranged conductive 
switch member 14 laterally spaced to one side of sup 
port 12. The device also includes a hot line clamp 16 
which fastens support 12 in depending relationship 
from an overhead power line electrical conductor 18. 
Device 10 is operable to interconnect overhead power 
line 18 with electrical apparatus such as a high voltage 
transformer 20 (FIG. 7) for energization thereof. 
Support 12 includes an electrically insulative body 22 

having electrically conductive terminal structures 24 
and 26 secured to upper and lower ends thereof. Hot 
line clamp 16 includes a stationary upperjaw 28 affixed 

_. to upper terminal structure 24, and a movable lower 
jaw 30 which may be advanced toward and away from 
the upper jaw 28 by virtue of eye screw 32 to ?rmly 
grip power line 18. 
While the present invention is concerned primarily 

with providing a remote closingpower pickup device 
adapted to be directly affixed to an overhead power 
line by way of clamp 16, it is not so limited. For exam 
ple, if it is desired to secure the device to another form 
of prop such as a line support 19 (see FIG. 7), this can 
be done by providing means connected to the device 
which accomplishes this purpose and positions the de 
vice in any desired relationship relative to the overhead 
power line 18. In such a case an electrical connection 
means would also be provided to electrically connect 
the contact on the support with the overhead power 
line. > 

The conductive switch member 14 illustrated in 
cludes a hollow fuse holder 34 having a headed melt 
able fuse link 36 therewithin having a tail which pro 
trudes out of the open lower end of the fuse holder 34. 
The head portion of link 36 is electrically intercon 
nected to an outer, electrically conductive ferrule 38 at 
the upper end of fuse holder 34. Another ferrule 40 is 
secured around the outside of the lower end of the fuse 
holder 34. The upper end of fuse holder 34 may be 
closed by a frangible disc 42, and projecting laterally 
from upper ferrule 38 is a ?xed contact in the form of 
an extension 44. 

Upper terminal mounting structure 24 of support 12 
carries a de?ectable spring contact 46 located to en 
gage extension 44 as well as a spring metal latch having 
a hook portion which releasably engages a lip 47 there 
for on contact 44 at the upper end of conductive mem 
ber 14. 
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The terminal structure 26 at the lower end of support 

12 connects with lower ferrule 40 of conductive mem 
ber 14 by pivot means in the form of toggle linkage gen 
erally referred to by the numeral 48. Toggle linkage 48 
includes a rotary contact section 50 having trunnions 
52 extending transversely to be received in aligned 
openings 54 in laterally extending arms 56 of lower ter 
minal structure 26. Lower ferrule 40 is pivotally inter 
connected with rotary contact section 50 at pivot 58, 
with a spring 60 biasing the ferrule and contact section 
50 in opposite directions. Rotary contact section'50 
also carries a spring-loaded, rotary fuse link ejector 62. 
The lower end of fuse link 36 is secured to contact sec 
tion 50 by tightening of knurled nut 64 on stud 65 car 
ried by contact member 50. Link 36 engages ejector 62 
so that when pulled taut, link 36 forces ejector 62 into 
a cocked position as illustrated in FIG. 6. Rotary 
contact section 50 has a contact face 66 thereon which 
is engageable with a strap-like metallic contact 68 se 
cured to lower terminal structure 26 on the insulative 
support 12. The toggle linkage 48 thus far described is 
generally of the type more completely described in US. 
Pats. Nos. 3,026,39l and 3,6l4,700 to which reference 
may be made for a more full description of the struc 
ture and operation thereof though not necessary to a 
full understanding of the present invention. 
Also carried by rotary contact section 50 and thereby 

operably secured to the lower ‘ferrule 40' of the fuse 
holder, is a lever arm 70 which is attached to contact ‘ 
section 50 by means of rivets 87.‘Lever arm 70 includes 
an offset stretch 72 and a radially extending stretch 74 
that extends generally oppositely from conductive 
member 14. Such arrangement oflever arm 70 locates 
the same closely adjacent the trunnions 52 upon which 
the toggle linkage 48 rotates, while at the same time 
maintaininglever 70 in spaced relationship to ejector 
62 and link 36 to allow free movement thereof. Looped 
through and secured to an outer end of lever arm 70 is 
an actuating lanyard 76 of a length such that when de 
vice 10 is mounted on an overhead line, the lanyard ex 
tends downwardly therefrom to ground level as illus 
trated in FIG. 7. This arrangement of lever arm 70 
upon toggle. linkage 48, as well as thepoint of secure 
ment of lanyard 76to the lever arm, allows the lanyard 
to be pulled downwardly to cause rotation of toggle 
linkage 48 and conductive member 14 in‘ a clockwise 
direction about trunnions 52 as viewed in FIG. 6. 
Lower terminal structure 26 on support 12 also has 

a lateral stretch 78 integral therewith in electrical 
contact with the contact 68, and an electrical terminal 
80 is secured to stretch 78. Stretch 78 also carries a 
transversely extending parking stud 82 as can best be 
seen in FIG. 2. Parking stud 82 presents a transversely 
offset section adapted to receive a second hot line 
clamp 84 of configuration similar to the hot line clamp 
16. Line clamp 84 is adapted to be connected to an 
electrical conductor or other conductive structure to 
be energized as, for example, electrical transformer 20 
as shown in FIG. 7, through the medium of an electrical 
conductor 86 extending from clamp 84 to terminal 80 
at the lower end of the insulative support 12. 

In use, the remote closing power load pickup device 
10 is moved toward the working station on a conductor 
with the member 14 in its open position as'illustrated 
in FIGS. 6 and 7 whereby the upper contacts 44 and 46 
on the member and the support are disengaged and the 
member 14 extends generally at right angles to the ver 
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tical support 12. Also, when raising the device 10 to its 
operating position, the second line clamp 84 is prefera 
bly carried on parking stud 82 so that the device may 
be conveniently moved as a compact unit. Before lift 
ing the device 10 to a location adjacent the overhead 
power line 18, if not already fused, the fuse link 36 is 
inserted and pulled taut around toggle linkage 48 to 
place ejector 62 in its cocked position. The fuse link 
end 36 is secured under knurled nut 64. By manipula 
tion ofa conventional hot line stick tool the upper line 
clamp 16 may be secured to the overhead power line 
18 by rotation of eye screw 32 so that the support 12 
and entire device 10 is fastened in depending relation 
ship from the overhead power line. In this connection, 
line clamp 16 is of overall, rigid construction so that no 
further mechanical support is required in mounting the 
device on the overhead power line. The opposite end 
of the other line clamp 84 is then secured to the proper 
terminal lead conductor to the transformer 20 again by 
use of conventional hot line tools so that the device is 

. in readiness to be closed to energize transformer 20. 
Upon completing the above preliminary steps, the 

workman descends from the power line pole or shifts 
the aerial support bucket away from the switch device 
to a remote location as, for example, shown in FIG. 7, 
by pulling lanyard 76 (which is preferably strung in 
conjunction with a conventional pulley 75 as shown), 
conductive member 14 rotates on the axis of trunnions 
52 and shifts to its closed position wherein the lower 
contacts 66 and 68 are in electrical contact and the 
upper contacts 44 and 46 are in latching interengage 
ment. If the pickup device 10 closes against a fault cur 
rent capable of destroying transformer 20 notwith 
standing ultimate reopening of switch 10, the workman 
is at a safe,’ remote location to prevent injury. 
Upon closing of the device 10 against a fault current, 

a part of the fusible element is melted, resulting in sev 
ering of fuse link 36. As a result, ejector 62 is released 
to whip fuse link 36 downwardly out of the way. At the 
same time, underset toggle linkage 48 collapses, caus 
ing contact section 50 to rotate in a clockwise direction 
as illustrated in FIG. 4, and the lower contact ferrule 40 
to rotate relatively oppositely thereto about pivot 58. 
The entire conductive member 14 accordingly drops 
downwardly to release its upper contact 44 from latch 
ing interengagement with contact 46 to the relative po 
sition of the elements as illustrated in FIG. 4. Subse 
quently, conductive member 14 rotates about pivot 58 
outwardly to its open-indicating position as illustrated 
in FIG. 7. 

In many operations prior to installing the load pickup 
device 10 on the power line 18, a permanently fused 
protective device 89 is fused and left in open (disen 
gaged) position. The load pickup device is then in 
stalled as described above and the clamp 84 isthereaf 
ter attached to the lead from the cutout 89 (see FIGS. 
7 and 8 where this embodiment is shown). After the de 
vice 10 is closed with the lanyard, the lineman climbs 
the pole and swings the cutout fuse holder closed, using 
his switch stick or similar device, thereby completing 
the circuit through this path paralleling the load pickup 
device. The clamp 84 is then disengaged from the cut 
out lead and returned to the parking stud 82 and the 
device 10 is removed from the line using conventional 
hot-line tools. 

In FIG. 9, a self-protected transformer is employed 
without using the cutout 89. In this instance the perma-. 
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6 
nent transformer lead is temporarily supported by a 
stud at the lower end of an insulating member (such as 
a safety fuse hanger 91) isolating‘the transformer lead 
from the line 18. _ 

The device 10 is now installed and operated as previ 
ously described. If there is no fault and the fuse in the 
load pickup device 10 holds, the lineman climbs the 
structure and, using conventional hot-line tools, re 
moves the clamp 86a attached to the permanent lead 
86 from the stud 92 and engages the line 18, thus paral 
leling the load pickup device 10. Following the proce 
dure described for FIG. 1, the clamp 84 is removed 
from the lead 86 and secured to the parking stud 82, 
and the device 10 is removed from the line. 

Preferably, the upper hot-line clamp 16 is con?gured 
and arranged relative to support 12 so that the plane of 
device 10 is generally aligned with the length of the 
conductor 18 but slightly offset therefrom as best 
shown in FIG. 3. In particular, the conductive member 
14 and support 12 which have longitudinal axes lying 
in a common, generally vertical plane, are fastened to 
the overhead power line so that this vertical plane is at 
a slight acute angle relative to the horizontally extend 
ing length of overhead power line 18. Upon severing of 
the fuse link 36 by interruption of a fault current, the 
exhaust gases generated inside conductive member 14 
are discharged through the open lower end as well as 
through the upper end of the fuse holder upon rupture 
of frangible disc 42. The location of the fuse holder in 
a plane only slightly removed from parallelism with the 
longitudinal axis of the conductor prevents transmis 
sion of gas discharge reactionary forces tovthe device 
10 in directions which would tend to cause oscillation 
or “pinwheeling” of the device about overhead power 
line 18. The slightly offset relationship of the upper end 
of conductive member 14 relative to the overhead 
power line assures that the gases exhausting through 
the upper end thereof do not impinge upon overhead 
power line 18 and thereby burn the conductor strands 
or blast potentially damaging fuse elements into the 
line. . 

The con?guration and arrangement of lever arm 70 
allows free rotation of ejector 62 so that lever arm 70 
‘does not interfere with the automatic opening induced 
by the toggle linkage 481 upon interruption of a fault 
current. Lever arm 70 is also‘ arranged so as to place a 
minimum amount of strain upon fuse link 36 to prevent 
early breakage thereof as the conductive member is 
being shifted to its closed position by downward pulling 
upon lanyard 76. Furthermore, the location of lanyard 
76 at the end of stretch 74 which extends generally ra 
dially oppositely from conductive member 14 assures 
that maximum leverage is retained during rotation of 
member 14 to its closed position, as such closed posi— 
tion is neared. This arrangement assures ?rm, positive 
closing of the device. 

Preferably, the outer ends of trunnions 52 are 
threaded to receive nuts 53 which cooperate with the 
arms 56 on the lower terminal structure 26 and inter 
lock with the encircling ridge 88 to properly hold tog 
gle linkage 48 and the rotating, conductive member 14 
in proper alignment relative to the lower end of support 
12 and prevent inadvertent disengagement of the trun 
nions 52. Accordingly, as member 14 is rotated from its 
open to its closed position, the movable contact 44 on 
the upper end thereof remains in alignment with the 
?xed contact 46 to assure proper interengagement 
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thereof when the closed position is reached. The con 
ductive member 14 and contact section 50 may be eas 
ily inserted and removed from support 12 by simply 
backing off the nuts 53 and inserting or removing the 
trunnions 52 through the open-sided openings 54. The 
offset stretch 72 of lever arm 70 facilitates easy re 
placement of the fusible element and fuse link 36 into 
fuse holder 34 as stretch 72 is displaced from the open, 
lower end of fuse holder 34. 
As indicated above, toggle linkage 48 is arranged 

such that member 14 rotates about an axis de?ned by 
trunnions 52 and thereby extends generally trans~ 
versely to the overhead power line 18 to assure mini 
mum oscillation and “pinwheeling” thereof upon clos 
ing of the device. To further minimize sway of device 
10 about the overhead power line 18, hot-line clamp 16 
is located such that it is in general vertical alignment 
with the center of gravity of support 12. Accordingly, 
the relative structural arrangement of device 10 (in» 
cluding the positioning of hot-line clamp 16 at angle 
relative to overhead power line 18 and above the cen 
ter of gravity of support 12, the arrangement and con 
figuration of lever arm 70 upon the lower toggle link 
age 48, the location of the point of securement of lan 
yard 76 to lever 70, and the transversely extending ro 
tary axis de?ned by trunnions 52) produces'positive 
and correct closing of the device when actuated from 
a remote location at ground level by pulling upon lan 
yard 76, as well as minimum movement ofthe same if 
the device is closed into a fault current. ' 
Having thus described the invention, what-is claimed 

as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

l. A remote closing power load pickup device 
adapted when closed to electrically interconnect an 
overhead power load line with other electrically con 
ductive structure, said device comprising: 
an elongated, insulative support; 
an elongated, conductive member generally laterally 
spaced from said support; 

means 'pivotally interconnecting lower ends of said 
support and said member to allow rotation of the 
latter; 

interengageable electrical contacts on said support 
‘and said member spaced from said lower ends 
thereof, said member being rotatable from an open 
position wherein said contacts are disengaged to a 
closed position with said contacts in latching inter 
engagement; 

clamp means secured to said support and adapted to 
electrically connect said contact on the support 
with the overhead power line and to fasten said 
support in depending relationship from the over_ 
head power line at a location above the ground; 

means electrically connected to said lower end of the 
member and adapted to be connected with said 
other electrically conductive structure whereby ro 
tation of the member to said closed position 
thereof closes the device to electrically intercon 
nect the overhead power line and said structure; 

a lever secured to said member adjacent said lower 
end thereof and extending radially outwardly from 
said pivot means; and 

an actuating lanyard secured to said lever at a point 
radially spaced from said pivot means whereby 
downward displacement of the lanyard rotates said 
member from said open position to said closed po 
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8 
sition thereof to close the device without inducing 
substantial oscillation thereof relative to the over 
head power line, said lanyard extending away from 
the member to an extent to allow closing of the de 
vice from a remote location. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1, wherein said lever 
extends radially outwardly from said pivot means gen 
erally oppositely from said member. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 2, wherein said clamp 
means includes a rigid line clamp secured to an upper 
end of the support in electrical connection with said 
contact on the support, said clamp being configured to 
grip the overhead power line to electrically connect 
same with said contact on the support and to fasten said 
device in depending relationship from the overhead 
power line. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 3, wherein said mem 
ber comprises a fuse holder and a severable, conduc 
tive, current responsive fuse carried therewithin. 

5. A device as set forth in claim 4, wherein said pivot 
means includes toggle linkage connected with said sup 
port and said fuse holder and operably connected with 
said fuse to urge said fuse holder to drop outto said 
open position thereof in response to destruction of said 
fuse, sad lever being con?gured and disposed in nonin 
terfering relationship to said toggle linkage allowing 
free movement of said fuse holder upon severing of the 
fuse. ' 

6. A device as set forth in claim 5, wherein both ends 
of said fuse holder are constructed for discharge of an 
arc induced gas therethrough whereby gases generated 
inside said fuse holder upon severing of said fuse are 
exhausted through both said upper and lower ends of 
the fuse holder to restrain said device against oscilla 
tion relative to the overhead power line. 

7. A device as set forth in claim 6, wherein said sup 
port and-said member are arranged with longitudinal 
axes thereof lying in a common, generally vertical 
plane, said clamp locating the device with said vertical 
plane disposed at a slight acute angle relative to the 
overhead line whereby said upper end of the member 
is transversely offset to one side of the overhead power 
line. 

8. A device as set forth in claim 3, wherein said line 
clamp is disposed in'generally vertical alignment with 
the center of gravity of said support to provide stability 
for the device when depending from the overhead 
power line. 

9. A device as set forth in claim 3, wherein said mem~ 
ber and said support are arranged with longitudinal 
axes thereof lying in a common, generally vertical 
plane, said pivot means being con?gured and arranged 
whereby said member and said lever rotate about an 
axis extending generally transversely to said vertical 
plane and at an angle relative to the overhead power 
line to restrain the device against oscillation relative to 
the overhead power line upon closing of the device. 

10. A device as set forth in claim 9, wherein said 
pivot means includes a bracket secured to said lower 
end of the support having a transverse opening therein, 
and a trunnion operably secured to said lower end of 

' the member and received in said opening for rotation 
about said axis extending generally transversely to said 
vertical plane. ' 

11. A device as set forth in claim 3, wherein is pro 
vided" second electrical contacts adjacent said lower 
ends of the member and the support which are in elec 
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trical contact when said member is in said closed posi 
tion, said conductor having one end connected with 
said second contact at the lower end of the support. 

12. A remote closing power load pickup device 
adapted when closed to electrically interconnect an 
overhead power load line with other electrically con 
ductive structure, said device comprising: 
an elongated, insulative support; 
an elongated, conductive member generally laterally 
spaced from said support; 

means pivotally interconnecting lower ends of said 
support and said member to allow rotation of the 
latter; 

interengageable electrical contacts on said support 
and said member spaced from said lower ends 
thereof, said member being rotatable from an open 
position wherein said contacts are disengaged to a 
closed position with said contacts in latching inter 
engagement; 

means secured to said device and adapted to fasten 
said support to prop means in a desired relationship 
relative to the overhead power line; 
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10 
electrical connection means secured to said support 
adapted to electrically connect said contact on the 
support with the overhead power line; 

means electrically connected to said lower end of the 
member and adapted to be connected with said 
other electrically conductive structure whereby ro 
tation of the member to said closed position 
thereof closes the device to electrically intercon 
nect the overhead power line and said structure; 

a lever secured to said member adjacent said lower 
end thereof and extending radially outwardly from 
said pivot means; and 

an actuating lanyard secured to said lever at a point 
radially spaced from said pivot means whereby 
downward displacement of the lanyard rotates said 
member from said open position to said closed po 
sition thereof to close the device without inducing 
substantial oscillation thereof relative to the over 
head power line, said lanyard extending away from 
the member to an extent to allow closing of the de 
vice from a remote location. 

* * * * * 


