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[ 5 7] ' ABSTRACT 

A dispensing container for wire or the like comprising 
an open-topped receptacle, a lid for the receptacle 

[451 May 7, 1974 

adapted to close the receptacle to con?ne the con 
tents of the receptacle and means for supporting the 
lid in a position spaced above the top of the receptacle 
to provide an annular space between the top of the re 
ceptacle and the lid through which (to dispense the 
contents of the receptacle. The means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle comprise an element which is non~functional 
when the lid is in position closing the receptacle and 
which is disposable in lid supporting position when the 
contents of the receptacle are to be dispensed. The 
container may comprise an element vertically tele 
scoping with a portion of the receptacle,'which ele 
ment carries the lid. The receptacle preferably has an 
inner vertical wall forming a core around which the 
contents of the receptacle are disposed and the ele 
ment carrying-the lid preferably telescopes with the 
inner vertical wall of the receptacle. The means for 
supporting the lid in a position spaced above the top 
of the receptacle may comprise a hook-like element 
hooking over the top of a portion of the receptacle 
and having a portion vertically supporting the lid. The 
hook-like element may hook over the top of the inner 
vertical wall of the receptacle and may have a portion 
underlying the element carrying the lid. 

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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DISPENSING CONTAINER FOR WIRE OR THE 
LIKE 

This invention relates to a dispensing container for 
wire or the like. It relates more particularly to a con 
tainer for a coil of wire or the like which may be used 
for shipping and storing the wire or the like and which 
may be adapted for dispensing the wire or the like. 
My container and dispenser was developed and is es 

pecially adapted for containing and dispensing welding 
wire which is supplied by the manufacturer in coils. As 
welding proceeds the wire is fed progressively from the 
coil to the welding site. Heretofore coils of welding 
wire have been supplied in drums having removable 
lids. Typically such drums have been of a type having 
a central cylindrical core which with the outer wall of 
the drum de?nes an annular coil receiving space. In 
withdrawing wire from the drum there has often been 
a tendency for loops of wire adjacent to the section 
being withdrawn to twist and ?ip over the core, causing 
difficulties in feeding. In order to avoid such problems, 
prior practice has been to remove the drum lid andlay 
it aside and then to apply to the drum a device known 
in the trade as a “slinger ring”, providing an annular 
vertical opening at the top of the drum through which 
the wire has been fed to the welding site. The drum 
with the slinger ring applied has been placed on a turn 
table and as the wire has been progressively withdrawn 
through the annular vertical opening at the top of the 
drum the turntable has rotated at a speed determined 
by the speed of welding. Use of slinger rings, however, 
is inconvenient if only one such ring is available be 
cause the ring must be transferred from one drum to 
another when the ?rst is emptied or when changing 
from one type of welding wire to another; the alterna 
tive of maintaining a supply of slinger rings sufficient 
for all the drums in use in a'welding shop is economi 
cally undesirable. 

I do away with the slinger ring and provide a self 
contained unit comprising a drum or receptacle and a 
lid with means for supporting the lid in partially open 
position providing an annular opening, preferably hori 
zontal, above the top of the receptacle through which 
the wire is fed to the welding site as the turntable carry 
ing the receptacle rotates. ' ~ ' 

I provide a container and dispenser for wire or the 
like comprising an open-topped receptacle, a lid for the 
receptacle adapted to close the receptacle to con?ne 
the contents of the receptacle and means for support 
ing the lid in a position spaced above the top of the re 
ceptacle to provide an annular space between the top 
of the receptacle and the lid through which to dispense 
the contents of the receptacle. The means for support 
ing the lid in a position spaced above the top of the re 
ceptacle comprise an element which is non-functional 
when the lid is in position closing the receptacle and 
which is disposable in lid supporting position when the 
contents of the receptacle are to be dispensed. The 
container may comprise an element vertically telescop 
ing with a portion of the receptacle, which element car 
ries the lid. The receptacle preferably has an inner ver~ 
tical wall forming a core around which the contents of 
the receptacle are disposed and the element carrying 
the lid preferably telescopes with the inner vertical wall 
of the receptacle. The means for supporting the lid in 
a position spaced above the top of the receptacle may 
comprise a hook-like element hooking over the top of 
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2 
a portion of the receptacle and having a portion verti 
cally supporting the lid. The hook-like element may 
hook over the top of the inner vertical wall of the re 
ceptacle and may have a portion underlying the ele 
ment carrying the lid. 
Other details, objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will become apparent as the following description 
of a present preferred embodiment thereof proceeds. 

In the accompanying‘ drawings I have illustrated dia 
grammatically a present preferred embodiment of the 
invention, in which 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a container and dis 

penser for wire or the like adapted for dispensing wire 
from a coil; 
FIG. 2 is an isometric‘view of the container and dis 

penser of FIG. 1 but in closed condition adapted for 
shipping and storage; and 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged vertical cross-sectional view of 

the container and dispenser as it is shown in FIG. 1, the 
wire being withdrawn, which is nearer to the eye than 
the vertical plane on which the cross section is taken, 
being indicated by chain lines. ’ 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings, my 

container and dispenser for wire or the like comprises 
an open-topped receptacle A, a lid B and an element 
C constituting means-for supporting the lid B in a posi 
tion spaced above the top of the receptacle A to pro 
vide an annular space S between the top of the recepta 
cle and the lidthrough which to dispense the contents 
of the receptacle. 
The receptacle A in the form shown is a drum having 

a bottom 2 and cylindrical side wall 3. Integral with the 
drum (permanently attached to the bottom 2 at 4) is an 
inner vertical wall 5 forming a core around which the 
contents of the receptacle are disposed. The contents 
of the receptacle are shown as being a coil of welding 
wire 6. 
The lid B is carried by a permanently attached ele 

ment 7 vertically telescoping with the inner vertical 
wall or core 5 of the receptacle A. As shown in FIGS. 
1 and 3, the element 7 telescopes snugly within the core 
5. 
The receptacle A has a reinforced top rim 8, and the 

lid B has a rim 9 inter?tting with the rim 8 of the recep 
tacle when the receptacle is closed. The lid may be 

_ locked on by a clamping ring 10. 

65 

The element C in the form shown is a hook-like ele 
ment hooking over the top of the core 5 and having a 
portion vertically supporting the lid. The element C has 
oppositely facing hooks‘ at its respective ends. 
When the container and dispenser with a coil of wire 

therein is shipped and stored the element C is non 
functional and is for convenience disposed within the 
core 5, simply'lying on the bottom 2 of the receptacle 
A. When the wire of the core is to be dispensed the lid 
B with the permanently attached element 7 is com 
pletely removed and the element C.is hooked over the 
top of the core 5 with the bottom hook within the core 
5 as shown in FIG. 3. Then the lid B with the perma 
nently attached element 7 is replaced and moved 
downwardly until the bottom of the element 7 seats' in 
the bottom hook of the element C as shown in FIG. 3. 
This provides the vertical annular space 5 between the 
top of the receptacle A and the lid B through which the 
wire 6 may be dispensed. The receptacle is placed on 
a turntable and as the wire is fed to the welding site it 
is progressively withdrawn through the annular space S 
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as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. FIGS. 1 and 3 illustrate the 
position of the emerging portion of wire when it is ?rst 
withdrawn. As is known to those skilled in the art, fur 
ther withdrawal of the. wire pulls one or more turns in 
snugly around the core 5, whereupon continuing with 
drawal of the wire causes rotation of the turntable and 
receptacle. 7 

If less than all of the wire is used for welding the lid 
B with the permanently attached element 7 is removed, 
the element C is removed and dropped into the core 5 
and the lid B and element 7 are replaced and moved 
down to the closed position as shown in FIG. 2. The lid 
may be locked on by the clamping ring 10. 
While I have shown and described a present pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention it is to be distinctly 
understood that the invention is not limited thereto but 
may be otherwise variously embodied within the scope 
of the following claims. ' 

I claim: . 

l. A dispensing container for wire or the like com 
prising a receptacle closed at one end and open at the 
other end having a peripheral wall extending between 
the ends, means disposed entirely within the peripheral 
wall adapted to be encircled by the wire or the like con 
stituting the contents of the receptacle, a lid for the re 
ceptacle adapted to close the open end of the recepta 
cle to con?ne the contents of the receptacle and means 
for supporting the lid in a position spaced outwardly of 
the open end of the receptacle to provide an annular 
space between the open end of the receptacle and the 
lid through which to dispense the contents of the recep 
tacle. 1 > ‘ ‘ 

2. A dispensing container for wire or the like com 
prising an open-topped receptacle, a lid for the recep 
tacle adapted to close the receptacle to con?ne the 
contents of the receptacle and means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle to provide an annular space between the top of 
the receptacle and the lid through which to dispense 
the contents of the receptacle, the means for support 

' ing the lid in a position spaced above the top of the re 
ceptacle comprising an element which is non 
functional when the lid is in position closing the recep 
tacle and which is disposable in lid supporting position 
when the contents of the receptacle are to be dis 
pensed. 

3. A dispensing container for wire or the like com; 
prising an open-topped receptacle, a lid for the recep 
tacle adapted to close the receptacle to con?ne the 
contents of the receptacle and means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle to provide an annular space between the top of 
the receptacle and the lid through which to dispense 

4 
the contents of the receptacle, the container and dis 
penser comprising an element vertically telescoping 
with a portion’ of the receptacle, which element carries 
the lid. 

4. A dispensing container for wire or thelike com 
prising an open-topped receptacle, a lid for the recep 
tacle adapted to close the receptacle to con?ne the 
contents of the receptacle and meansfor supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle to provide an annular space between the top of 
the receptacle and the lid through which to dispense 
the contents of the receptacle, the receptacle having an 
inner vertical wall forming a core around which the 

' contents of the receptacle are disposed and an element 
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carrying the lid telescoping with the inner vertical wall 
of the receptacle. 

5. A dispensing container for wire or the like as 
claimed in claim 4 in which the means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle comprise an element which 4 is non-functional 
when the lid is in position closing the receptacle and 
which is disposable in position to' support the element 
carrying the lid upon the inner vertical wall of the re 
ceptacle when the contents of the receptacle are to be 
dispensed. ' 

6. A dispensing container for wire or the like as 
claimed in claim 4 in which the means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top'of. the recep 
tacle comprise a hook-like element hooking over the 
top of the inner vertical wall of the receptacle and hav 
ing a portion underlying the element carrying the lid. 

7. A dispensing container for wire or the like com 
prising an open-topped receptacle, a lid for the recep 
tacle adapted to close the receptacle to con?ne the 
contents of the receptacle and means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle to provide an annular space'between the top of 
the receptacle and the lid through which to dispense 
the contents of the receptacle, the means for support 
ing the lid in a' position spaced above the top of the re 
ceptacle comprising an element which is separate from 
and non-functional with respect to the receptacle and 
lid when the lid is in position closing the receptacle and 
which is appliable in lid supporting position when the 
contents of the receptacle are to be dispensed. 

8. A dispensing container for wire or the like as 
claimed in claim 7 in which the means for supporting 
the lid in a position spaced above the top of the recep 
tacle comprise a hook-like element hooking over the 
top of a portion of the receptacle and having a portion 
vertically supporting the lid. 

* * *' * * 
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