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PORTABLE TRAFFIC DELINEATOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Traf?c delineators of the portable type are widely 
used for the temporary diversion of vehicular traffic. 
In most instances, such devices comprise a ground en 
gaging base and a standard extending integrally up 
wardly from the base. Usually the standard is of in 
verted hollow conical con?guration to permit a nesting 
or stacking of a plurality of such devices, but the stan 
dard may be of tubular or other shape. The devices are 
usually molded of relatively thin and ?exible material 
to permit flexture and a return to their normal shape 
when struck or run over by a vehicle. Because of their 
relatively light weight and their desirable limited lateral 
extent, they are not particularly stable, especially dur 
ing windy conditions. 

In accordance with the terms of the present inven 
tion, a traf?c delineator is provided with a novel base 
structure which includes means for enhancing its stabil 
ity during periods of high winds. The invention further 
contemplates the provision of such a base member 
which may be incorporated as an integral part of a traf 
?c delineator or which may be added as an accessory 
to conventional delineators which are already in use. 

THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the traffic delineator 
of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view; 
FIG. 3 is a vertical cross-sectional view, but on an en 

larged scale; and 
FIG. 4 is a further enlarged view of the chimney por 

tion of FIG. 3. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In broad terms, the instant invention is directed to 
portable forms of traf?c delineators or diverters which 
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are adapted for ready placing and removal from a road- . 
way surface, and is here illustrated as a device 12, usu 
ally referred to as a “traffic cone”. Conventionally, 
such devices comprise a base 14 and an upstanding 
standard 16, which may be of the common inverted 
conical con?guration shown. 
As best seen in'FIG. 3 of the drawing, the conven 

tional traf?c cone standard 16 is of hollow con?gura 
tion so as to permit a nesting or stacking of the devices 
when not in use. Extending laterally outwardly from the 
lower portion of the standard is the base 14 in the form 
of an annulus, and including a lower support surface 
18, an outer vertical edge 20, and an upper surface 22 
having a flat inner portion and an outwardly and down 
wardly extending outer portion. The base 14 and stan 
dard or cone 16 are formed of resilient material such 
as rubber, neoprene or the like, so as to ?ex when a ve 
hicle may run over the same, and then return to its nor 
mal shape. ' 

A diverter of the type just described is commonly 
used throughout the country and generally ful?lls its 
functional requirements. However, since the entire unit 
is not particularly heavy, and because the peripheral 
extent of the base is necessarily restricted so as not to 
occupy too great an area of the roadway surface, it has 
been found that the unit is not particularly stable when 
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a wind blows against the exposed standard or cone sur 
face and frequently knocks the unit over. 

In accordance with the terms of the instant invention, 
the base structure is either modi?ed, or as shown, a 
supplemental or auxilliary base member is provided 
which may be used with existing traffic delineators. In 
another case, the base is provided with means for en 
hancing the stability of the unit when the latter is sub 
jected to wind conditions. 
The base structure is formed as an annulus, having a 

large central opening 26 through which the standard 16 
extends upwardly. The upper surface 28 of the base is 
generally ?at, terminating in a vertical outer edge 30, 

Where the device would be initially produced with 
the base structure formed as a substantially integral 
portion of the standard, the lower surface 32 of the 
base would extend from the central opening 26 to the 
edge 30 in a generally planar relationship. However, 
where the base is formed to cooperate with a preexist 
ing delineator, the lower surface of the base member 
has a contour generally matching the upper surface of 
the regular base, and hence is of inverted bowl-like 
shape, having a ?at central portion 36, a downwardly 
and outwardly tapered portion 38, and a vertical por 
tion 40, the latter merging with the planar lower sur 
face 32, all as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. 

This base structure adjacent outer edge 30, and more 
particularly between the vertical edges 30 and 40, is 
provided with a plurality of vertically extending aper 
tures 44, preferably equally spaced around the periph 
ery of the base. Additionally, these apertures are in 
communication with the central bores 46 of tubular ex 
tensions or chimneys 48 extending integrally upwardly 
from the upper surface 28. The upper distal ends of the 
extensions are tapered upwardly and inwardly as indi 
cated at 50. 
When the wind passes over the base, as shown by the . 

arrows in FIG. 4, an updraft is created in the aligned 
passages 44, 46, causing the surface 32 to more ?rmly 
grip the surface on which it is placed. In practice, the 
extensions extend about one-half inch above surface 
28, and the passages are about one-half inch in diame 
ter, with the taper of the ends being about 45°. 

I claim: 
1. In a portable device for delineating vehiclular traf- 1 

free, a base member having a generally ?at con?gura 
tion and including a lower ground engaging surface and 
an upper surface generally parallel to said lower sur 
face, means defining a plurality of apertures disposed 
adjacent the edges of said base member and extending 
from said upper surface to said lower surface, and tubu 
lar elements extending upwardly from said upper sur 
face and each including a central passage in communi 
cation with one of said apertures whereby said tubular 
elements afford an updraft of air as a current of air 
passes over said apertures to thereby cause the lower 
surface of said base member to more tightly adhere to 
a supporting surface. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1, in which said mem 
ber is formed of resilient material. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said base 
member and said elements are integrally formed of re 
silient material. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which the upper 
distal end portion of each element is tapered upwardly 
and inwardly. 
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5. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said base 
member is provided with a central opening, a traffic di 
verting member having a base and a standard extending 
upwardly from said base, said base member opening 
permitting said base member to be lowered onto said 
diverting member with said base member overlying the 
base of said diverting member and with the apertures 
in said base member spaced laterally beyond the,~__edges 
of the base of said diverting member. 

6. A device as set forth in claim 1 including a stan 
dard extending upwardly from a central portion of said 
base member and spaced inwardly of said apertures. 
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7. A device as set forth in claim 1 including a stan 

dard extending upwardly from said base member a dis 
tance substantially greater than the height of said tubu 
lar elements. 

8. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said base 
member is provided with a central opening extending 
between said surfaces, and said lower surface laterally 
upwardly of said apertures de?ning an inverted bowl 
like recess adapted to overlie the upper surface of the 
base portion of a traf?c. deiineator when said central 
opening is passed over the standard of such delineator. 

* * * =|= * 


