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[57] ABSTRACT 
A prefabricatddoor jamb assembly adapted for instal 
lation in a rough door opening, said assembly includ 
ing a top or head frame arrangement and two side 
frame arrangements which are connected at corre 
sponding ends to opposite ends of the top frame ar 
rangement by fastenerless miter joints, the latter com 
prising cooperating groove and spline means. Each of 
the frame arrangements includes a pair of elongated 
sections which have L-shaped cross-sections and 
which have cooperating longitudinal edges adapted to 
engage against one another so that together the pair of 
elongated sections displays a U-shaped cross-section. 
The two sections of each frame arrangement are con 
nected together for movement between'a ?rst position 
such that the aforestated longitudinal edges engage 
one another and a second position such that the longi 
tudinal edges are spaced-apart and parallel. Novel 
shims or frame anchors are provided to act as a stabi 
lizer between the door opening and the frame arrange 
ments. 

18 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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DOOR FRAME ASSEMBLY AND DOOR FRAME 
SECTION THEREOF 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to door frame 

assemblies and more particularly to a prefabricated 
door frame assembly and door frame section or ar 
rangement therefor. 

2. Discussion of the Prior Art 
Heretofore, doors have been hung by shimming the 

door frame or jamb around a rough opening with, for 
example, wooden shingles so that it is plumb and 
square and held tightly in place, after which the door 
is cut to the plumbed door jamb. This method has long 
since been found to be less than completely satisfac 
tory. For example, in addition to being time consuming, 
complicated and expensive, the wood shingles are no 
longer suitable for the new advanced door frame as 
semblies of today. One reason for this is that there is no 
access to the space between the jamb member and the 
studs which de?ne the rough opening when the door 
frame is positioned for installation about the studs. 
Many of the previous door frames were constructed 

with a single piece jamb member which limited the use 
of that product to the exact thickness of the wall for 
which is was designed. Since wall thickness is quite 
variable in both commercial and residential construc 
tion, the single piece jamb members had to be stocked 
in a variety of sizes which, of course, is expensive and 
can easily lead to providing the wrong size jamb mem 
ber in the field. . ' 

Various attempts have been made to rectify the fore 
going problems.‘ For example, prefabricated door units 
comprising a unitary door and door vframe assembly 
have been used for years. The size and bulk of these 
units have caused much difficulty, especially during on 
site installation. On the other hand, the heretofore used 
split door jamb arrangements, i.e., those arrangements 
including separate sections positionable on opposite 
sides of a stud, have been found to be difficult to assem 
ble in the field. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In accordance with the foregoing difficiencies of the 

prior art as well as other difficiencies thereof, an object 
of the present invention is to provide a new and novel 
door frame assembly and door frame section therefor. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a new and improved door frame assembly which is un 
complicated in design and economical to manufacture. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
' vide a new and improved door frame assembly which 

is uncomplicated to assemble about a rough door open 
mg. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved door frame assembly which pro 
vides for faster on-site installation, improved quality 
and lower shipping costs. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved door frame assembly which 
adjustably fits to varying wall thickness. . 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved door frame assembly which, in the 
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2 
main, requires only three fully assembled frame sec 
tions, i.e., two side frame sections and a head frame 
section. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a frame assembly of the last-mentioned type wherein 
each of the frame sections are adjustable so as to fit 
about studs of varying wall thicknesses. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a door frame assembly of the last-mentioned type 
wherein each of said frame sections provides new and 
improved means for imparting adjustability thereto. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a door frame assembly of the last-mentioned type in 
cluding a novel means for connecting the side frame 
sections to the head frame section. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a door frame assembly of the last-mentioned type 
wherein the connecting means include fastenerless 
miter joints. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a door frame assembly of the last-mentioned type 
wherein the miter joints aid in aligning the side frame 
sections perpendicular to the head jamb section and 
maintaining such alignment. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a novel shim means between the aforedescribedv door 
frame assembly and a rough door opening thereby to 
act as stabilizers therebetween. ' 

These and other objects and features of the present 
invention will become apparent from the following de 
scriptions. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the Drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a door 

frame assembly constructed in accordance with the 
present invention and illustrating a door connectable 
thereto; ' 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged partially broken away perspec 
tive view of one of the frame sections utilized with the 
assembly of FIG. I; . 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to that of FIG. 2 with the 

frame sections being illustrated in an extended posi 
tion; - ' 

FIG. 4 is a top view taken generally along line 4-4 
in FIG. 3; . ' 

FIG. 5 is a frontal view of two frame sections con 
nected ' together by a fastenerless miter joint con 
structed in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along line 6-6 in 

FIG. 5; , 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along line 7—7 in 

FIG. 5; ' 
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a preferred interlock- ' 

ing frame anchor utilized with the door frame assembly 
of FIG. 1 and constructed in accordance with the pres 
ent invention; and > ' 

FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken generally along line 
9-9 in FIG. 8. - 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention is directed to a new and novel 
door frame assembly which, in the main, includes three 
frame sections, i.e., two side sections and a head or top 
section. Each frame section is a preassembled unit for 
easy installation in the ?eld. 
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In accordance with one aspect of the present inven 
tion, each of the frame sections is comprised of two 
elongated members which alone display L-shaped 
cross-sections and which together display a U-shaped 
cross-section. The two elongated members are con 
nected together and allowed to move towards and away 
from one another in a direction perpendicular to their 
respective longitudinal axes by a predetermined 
amount without becoming disconnected from one an 
other. In this manner, the two members of each frame 
section may be spread apart, if necessary, to ?t about 
a stud member which de?nes a section of a rough door 
opening. Hence, the frame section does not have to be 
custom designed in accordance with the dimensions of 
a particular stud member. In addition, because the two 
elongated members making up to form each frame sec 
tion remain engaged to one another during this adjust 
ment procedure, mounting of the frame section to the 
stud member is greatly facilitated. 
Another aspect of the present invention resides in the 

manner in which the two side frame sections are con 
nected to the head section. Speci?cally, the top end of 
each side section is mitered, actually reversed mitered, 
so as to de?ne a plane substantially perpendicular with 
a respective mitered end of the head section so that 
when these mitered and reverse mitered ends are as 
sembled to‘ one another, the side sections extend in the 
same direction from opposite ends of the-head section 
and perpendicular thereto. 
As will be seen hereinafter, a groove and spline ar 

rangement is provided in each of the cooperating mi 
tered and reverse mitered ends so as to provide a rigid 
joint or connection without the necessity of fastener 
means. In addition, the groove and spline arrangments 
aid in aligning accurately the side frame section in a di 
rection perpendicular to the head section which is, of 
course, important for properly ?tting the door frame 
assembly about a rough door opening. The reverse mi 
tered ends of the side sections simplify installation of 
the joints. 
The foregoing aspects of the present invention as well 

as other aspects thereof will become apparent from the 
following. description of the drawings, wherein like 
components are designated by likereference numerals 
throughout the various ?gures. Turning speci?cally to 
FIG. I, a door frame assembly constructed in accor 
dance with the present invention is illustrated and gen 
erally designated by the reference numeral 10. The as 
sembly 10 includes a ?rst side or hinge frame section 
I2, a second side or strike frame section 14 and a top 
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or head jamb section 16, which together form a frame ‘ 
assembly for a door 18. ' 
As illustrated, hinge frame 12 displays a U-shaped 

cross-section so as to ?t about a stud member (not 
shown) and has its top end mitered at 20 and reverse 
mitered at 21, the top of the jamb portion of the hinge 
frame. The hinge frame 12 includes a longitudinally ex 
tending door stop 22 which extends the entire length of 
the frame and which has its upper edge mitered at 24. 
Conventional butt hinges 26 are suitably fastened to 
the hinge frame 12 as illustrated in FIG. 1, so as to co 
operate with a complementary hinge (not shown) on 
door 18. Strike frame 14 is essentially identical to hinge 
frame 12 and includes a mitered and reverse mitered 
top end 28 and 29, respectively, and door stop 30 (see 
FIG. 4), the upper edge of which is mitered at 32. In 
like manner, head or top frame 16 is essentially identi 

4 
cal to the hinge frame and includes a longitudinally ex 
tending door stop 34. However, both ends 36 and 38 of 
the head frame are mitered and both preferably have 
a groove, or slot, 39 that receives a spline therein (see 
FIGS. 5 through 7, for more detail, where spline 84 is 
received in groove 82). Both ends 40 and 42 of door 
stop 34 are also mitered. 
Turning to FIGS. 24, one of the frame sections, for 

example, strike frame 14 is shown in detail. As illus 
trated, this frame 14 includes two elongated members 
44 and 46, which respectively display essentially L 
shaped cross-sections and which together display es 
sentially a U-shaped cross-section (see FIG. 4). Hence, 
longitudinal edges 48 of member 44 are positioned in 
confronting relationship with longitudinal edges 50 of 
member 46. 

In order that frame 14 may be made adjustable so as 
to ?t stud members of varying sizes, members 44 and 
46 are movable between a ?rst position such that longi 
tudinal edges 48 and 50 engage one another, as illus 
trated in FIG. v2, and a second position such that the 
longitudinal edges are spaced apart but parallel to one 
another, as illustrated'in FIGS. 3 and 4. This movement 
may be accomplished by utilizing, for example, a plu 
rality of spring elements 52. Each of these spring ele 
ments 52 is positioned within a pair of axially aligned 
grooves 54 and 56 respectively located in the inside 
surfaces of leg 58 of member 44 and leg 60 of member 
46. As shown, the grooves, which extend in a direction 
perpendicular to longitudinal edges 48 and 50, are 
preferably of suf?cient depth so as to receive entirely 
the spring elements 52. In this manner, the spring ele 
ments do not interfere with the front face of a stud 
member. The spring elements are suitably fastened to 
legs 58 and 60 by any conventional means such as 
screws 62. 
By providing spring elements 52 in the frame mem 

bers in the foregoing manner, it should be readily ap 
parent that the elongated member, such as members 44 
and 46, are movable between the aforedescribed ?rst 
and second portion, the spring elements biasing the 
members in the ?rst position. In addition, the spring el 
ements prevent said elongated members from com 
pletely separating or disengaging from one another dur 
ing mounting of the frame about a stud. 
As illustrated best in FIG. 3, door stop 30 is either 

mounted on or is an integral part of elongated member 
46 and extends transversely beyond longitudinal edges 
48 and 50, even when the elongated members are in 
their extended second position. Hence, if the members 
must be so extended to ?t about a stud, this will not be 
visible to the eye. Further, the door stop cooperates 
with the spring elements to prevent separation of the 
elongated members of each member one from another 
such as may occur when one of said elongated mem 
bers is rotated about its longitudinal axis while the 
other one of said elongated members remains relatively 
stationary with respect thereto. 
The elongated members 44 and 46 may also be pre 

vented from completely separating during expansion 
through the use of one and preferably at least two pairs 
of ?at or thin interlocking elements 64 and 66. The ele 
ments 64 may be used in conjunction with spring ele 
ments 54. As illustrated best in FIG. 2, each of these in 
terlocking elements 64 and‘66 is L-shaped, one leg of 
which is substantially longer than the other. The longer ‘ 
leg of element 64 is positioned ?atly against and suit 
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ably fastened to the inside surface of leg 58 of member 
44 and extends perpendicular to and across longitudi 
nal edges 48 and 50 such that the short leg extends 
downwardly. In a similar fashion, interlocking element 
66 is positioned ?atly against and suitably fastened to 
the inside surface of leg 60 directly below element 64. 
Element 66 extends perpendicular to and across edges 
48 and 50 such that the shorter leg extends upward and 
behind the shorter leg of element 64. Each of the 
shorter legs has a side edge disposed parallel with the 
longitudinal axis of its attached section and one with 
the other. 
When the elongated members 44 and 46 are moved 

to the aforestated second position, the interlocking ele 
ments move therewith until the side edges of the 
shorter legs engage one another to prevent further 
movement as illustrated in FIG. 3. 

In FIG. 1 two pairs of interlocking elements 64, 66 
are shown; however, it will be noted that same are re 
versed, one with respect to the other, upon mounting 
thereof. For example, in the upper pair of interlocking 
elements it will be noted that the upper element 64 is 
securely attached to the elongated member-44 while 
the upper element of the lower pair is securely attached 
to elongated member 46. The purpose of this arrange 
ment is to prevent separation of the elongated members 
one from the other where one of said elongated mem 
bers moves longitudinally relative to the other. It will 
be noted that the doorstep cooperates with the inter‘ 
locking elements to prevent separation of the elongated 
members of each frame member one from the other 
also, to prevent undesirable rotation of one of the elon 
gated members of each frame member about its longi 
tudinal axis relative to the other one of said elongated 
members. 
Turning to FIGS. 8 and 9, attention is directed to a 

preferred interlocking arrangement 94 which is utilized 
in lieu of previously described interlocking elements 64 
and 66. As illustrated in FIG. 8, arrangement 94 in 
cludes a ?rst L-shaped member 96 having a longer leg 
98 and a shorter leg 100. The L-shaped member 96 is 
suitably fastened to the inner surface of one of the L 
shaped members of each frame section such as, for ex 
ample, member 46 (see FIGS. 2 and 3) so that longer 
leg 98 extends beyond and perpendicular to the longi 
tudinal edges thereof. Arrangement 94 also includes a 
second L-shaped member 102 having a longer leg 104 
and a shorter leg 106. Member 102 is suitably fastened 
to the inner surface of the other of the L-shaped mem 
bers of each frame section such as, for example, mem 
ber 44 so that the longer leg 104 is in alignment with 
the longer leg 98 of member 96. As illustrated best in 
FIG. 9, longer leg 104 of member 102 includes a cen 
trally located, longitudinally extending, raised section 
108 which extends the length of the longer leg. With 
member 102 fastened to the L-shaped member in the 
aforedescribed manner, the raised section 108 and the 
adjacent inner surface of the L-shaped member de?ne 
a pocket 110 therebetween. 
The raised section 108 is designed so that pocket 110 

will receive therein the longer leg 98 of member 96 
when the longitudinal vedges of the L-shaped members 
making up the frame section come together. In this 
manner, the L'shape'd members making up the frame 
section are interlocked against relative longitudinal 
movement. It will be noted that ease of inter?tting by 
98 within pocket 110 is accomplished by forming both 
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6 
leg 98 and pocket 110 slightly convergent, taken in a 
direction proceeding toward the free end of leg 98 and 
the inner end of pocket 110. 

It is to be understood that the foregoing description 
of strike frame 14 also applies to hinge frame 12 and 
head frame 16. Hence, a description illustrating the ad 
justability of these frames will not be necessary, refer 
ence being made to the description of frame 14. 
Turning to FIGS. 5-7, attention is directed to a fas 

tenerless miter joint assembly 70 which is designed in 
accordance with the present invention and which is 
provided to insure perfect register of and connection 
between a side frame 72 and a top or head frame 74. 
These frames could be similar in adjustability and basic 
cross-section as those frames illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 
3. 
As illustrated best in FIG. 5, adjoining ends of side 

frame 72 and head frame 74 are mitered or beveled at, 
for example, approximately 45° angles with respect to 
their longitudinal axes as designated ‘by the reference 
numerals 76 and 78, respectively. It should be noted, 
however, that the top of the jamb portion 77 of side‘ 
frame 72 is reverse mitered, i.e., mitered perpendicu 
larly to the mitered head frame which, as will become 
apparent below, simpli?es installation of the miter 
joint. 

In accordance with the present invention, miter joint 
70 includes, in the mitered end 78, a slot or groove 82 
which extends into top frame 74 at an angle approxi 
mately perpendicular to the mitered surface (see FIG. 
5) and which extends across its mitered surface sub- , 
stantially parallel with the mitered surfaces upper and 
lower edges (see FIG. 7). I 
As illustrated best in FIG. 5, when the two mitered 

ends engage one another as shown, the groove 82 is po 
sitioned in cooperating alignment with the reverse mi 
tered surface 76. A rectangularly shaped spline 84, also 
comprising part of the miter joint and displaying a 
cross-section approximately equal in shape and dimen 
sion to that of the groove and a length approximately 
equal to that of the groove and mitered surface 76 to 
gether, is rigidly positioned within the groove. This 
serves a two fold purpose. Firstly, it securely connects 
the side frame to the head frame without the use of fas 
teners and secondly, it aids in aligning the two frames 
perpendicular to one another which, of course, is im 
portant for proper alignment about a rough door open 
mg. 7 

As illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7, where the frames are 
constructed in the manner set forth in FIGS. 1 to '3, i.e., 
when they each include two adjustable sections or 
members, the grooves would preferably extend into 
both sections. ' 

With miter joint 70 constructed in the foregoing 
manner and with frames 12, I4, and 16 constructed in 
the foregoing manner, attention is now directed to the 
manner of assembling the frames. For purposes of sim 
plicity it will be assumed that frames 12, 14 and 16 of 
FIG. I include the fastenerless miter joints of FIGS. 5. 
Specifically, one of the frames, e.g., the head frame 16, 
is adjusted to ?t about the top of a rough door opening. 
Fastening means (not shown) may be desired or neces 
sary for fastening the head frame to the rough door 
opening. In any case, the fact that the width of the door 
opening may vary in small degrees from one door open 
ing to another, does not prevent proper ?tting of the 
frame. 
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After the top frame has been assembled to the door 
opening in the foregoing member, the two side frames 
12 and 14 are adjusted to fit about opposite sides of the 
rough opening simultaneously therewith, the splines 
are positioned against reverse mitered ends of the side 
frames. Again, the side frames, like the head frame, 
may be suitably fastened to the rough door opening. 
To further secure the head frame, the present inven 

tion contemplates the use of a ?exible shim 90 (FIGS. 
1 and 2) which are constructed of deformable plastic, 
rubber or other suitable compressible material. As il 
lustrated in FIG. 1, these shims 90 are positioned be 
hind and against both ends of the head frame section 
between the latter and the rough door opening. In a 
preferred embodiment, the shims display sufficient re 
coil to apply approximately seventy pounds or more of 
force at each miter joint, which is sufficient to insure 
tight ?tting miter joints during the installation process. 
In addition, the shims minimize the effect of tolerance 
variations along the height of the rough door opening 
and thereby act as a stabilizer between the opening and 
frames. The side frames, on the other hand, may in 
clude frame anchors 92 suitably fastened to the inside 
of the frames, see FIG. 1. 

lt is to be understood that this invention is not limited 
to the exact embodiments of the door frame assemblies 
and door frame sections described and shown which 
are merely by way of illustration and not limitation, as 
various other forms and modi?cations will be apparent 
to those skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. A door frame assembly adapted for installation in 

a rough door opening, said assembly comprising: 
a. a top frame member and two side frame members, 
each of which includes 
i. a ?rst elongated section having a substantially L 
shaped cross-section, and 

ii. a second elongated section having an L-shaped 
cross-section; 

b. a plurality of spring means connecting said ?rst 
section of each said frame members with the sec 
ond section thereof so that one longitudinal edge of 
one of said sec'tionsis movable between 
i. a ?rst biased position against a longitudinal edge 
of the other section whereby said sections to 
gether display a substantially U-shaped cross 
section and 

ii. a second position spaced-apart from and sub 
stantially parallel with said second mentioned 
longitudinal edge; andv . 

'. at least one pair of cooperating interlocking mem 
bers respectively fastened to said ?rst and second 
elongated sections and movable along with said 
sections between said ?rst and second positions 
whereby said interlocking members interlock to 
gether when in vsaid second position for preventing 
further spaced-apart movement of said longitudinal 
edges. 

2. A door frame assembly according to claim 1 
wherein one end portion of each of said side frame 
members is reverse mitered and the opposite ends of 
said top frame member are mitered at an angle substan 
tially perpendicular to the reverse mitered end portions 
of said side frame members, each of said mitered ends 
of said top frame member- including a groove and spline 
adapted to fit tightly within said groove so as to align 
the longitudinal axes of said side frame members in a 
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8 
direction substantially perpendicular to the longitudi 
nal axis of said top frame member. 

3. A door frame assembly according to claim 2 in 
cluding a plurality of shim members adapted for posi 
tioning between said top frame member and the rough 
door opening, whereby said shim members act as stabi 
lizers between said frame members and said opening. 

4. A door frame assembly according to claim 1 
wherein each of said interlockingmembers of said co 
operating pair is L-shaped in con?guration and has a 
pair of legs, each interlocking member has a ?rst leg 
thereof connected to a respective one of said elongated 
sections so as to extend substantially perpendicular to 
the longitudinal axis thereof and a second leg extending 
toward the ?rst leg of the other interlocking member, 
said second leg having a side edge disposed substan 
tially parallel with the longitudinal axis of said elon 
gated section and the side edge of said other interlock 
ing member whereby said parallel side edges engage 
each other when said elongated sections are in said 
spaced apart second position. 

5. A door frame assembly adapted for installation in 
a rough door opening comprising: 

a. a top frame member and two side frame members, 
each of which includes 
i. a ?rst elongated section having a substantially L 

shaped' cross-section, and 
ii. a second elongated section having a substantially 
L-shaped cross-section; _ 

b. a plurality of spring means connecting said ?rst 
section of each of said frame members with the sec 
ond section thereof so that one longitudinal edge of 
one of said sections is movable between 
i. a ?rst position against a longitudinal edge of the 
other section whereby said sections together dis 
play a substantially U-shaped cross-section, and 

ii. a second position spaced apart from and sub 
stantially parallel with said second mentioned 
longitudinal edge; and I 

. at least one pair of cooperating interlocking mem 
bers respectively fastened to said ?rst and second 
elongated sections and movable along with said 
sections between said ?rst and second positions 
whereby said interlocking members are engageable 
at least when in one of said positions. , 

6. A door frame assembly according to claim 5 
wherein said door frame assembly also includes door 
stop means on one side of said assembly overlying the 
engageable longitudinal edges of said elongated sec 
tions. I 

7. A door frame assembly according to claim‘ 5 
wherein one end of each of said side frame members is 
mitered and the opposite ends of said top frame mem 
ber are reverse mitered so as to be adapted for position 
ing in engagement with respective opposite mitered 
ends of said side frame member so that said top and 
side frame members fit contiguously about the sides 
and top of the rough door opening, and wherein said 
door frame assembly also includes means for connect 
ing said side frame members to the opposite ends of 
said top frame member so as to align the longitudinal 
axes of said side frame members in a direction substan 
tially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of said top 
frame member. - 
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8. A door frame assembly according to claim 7 
wherein said last-mentioned means includes cooperat 
ing grooves in the mitered ends of said top frame mem 
bers and splines adapted to ?t tightly within said coop 
erating grooves and against said reversed mitered end 
portions. ‘ 

9. A door frame assembly adapted for installation in 
a rough door opening, said assembly comprising: 

a. an elongated top frame arrangement having a sub 
stantially U-shaped cross-section and mitered ends, 

b. two elongated side frame arrangements each hav 
ing a substantially U-shaped cross-section and a re 
verse mitered top portion, said reverse mitered top 
end portions being adapted for positioning in en 
gagement with respective opposite mitered ends of 
said top frame arrangement so that said side frame 
arrangements extend in the same direction from 
and perpendicular to said top frame arrangement 
when said mitered ends are positioned in engage 
ment with said reverse mitered end portions;'and 
means connecting said mitered ends with respec 
tive reverse mitered end portions for aligning said 
side frame arrangements perpendicular to said top 
frame arrangement. 

10. A door frame assembly according to claim 9 
wherein said connecting means includes cooperating 
grooves in said mitered ends and spline means adapted 
to fit tightly within said grooves and against said reverse 
mitered end portions. 

11. A door frame assembly according to claim 10 
wherein said cooperating grooves and spline means ex 
tend at approximately a forty-?ve degree angle with re 
spect to the longitudinal axes of said frame arrange 
ments. 

12. For use in a door frame assembly adapted for in 
stallation in a rough door opening, a door frame ar 
rangement comprising: 

a; a ?rst elongated section having a substantially L 
shaped cross-section; 

b. a second elongated section having a substantially 
L-shaped cross-section; 
means connecting said first section with said sec 
ond section so that one longitudinal edge of one of 
said sections is movable between a ?rst position 
against a longitudinal edge of the other section 
whereby said sections together display a substan 
tially U-shaped cross-section and a second position 
spaced-apart from and substantially parallel with 
said second mentioned longitudinal edge whereby 
the door frame arrangement is adapted to ?t over 
a section of said rough door opening; and 

d. door stop strip means attached to one of said elon 
gated sections and overlyingtheengageable longi 
tudinal edges of said elongated members so as to 
conceal said engageable longitudinal edges when 
said one longitudinal edge of one of said sections 
is in said ?rst position and in said second position. 

C. 

13. A door frame arrangement according to claim 12 
wherein said connecting means includes a plurality of 
spring elements each of which has one end connected 
to said first elongated section and the other end is con 
nected to said second elongated section, and at least 
one pair of interlocking members respectively fastened 
to said ?rst and second sections and movable along 
with said sections between said ?rst and second posi 
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tions, whereby said members are engageable at least 
one in one of said positions. 

14. A door frame arrangement according to claim 13 
wherein each of said interlocking members includes 
locking means whereby said interlocking members in 
terlock together when in said second position for pre 
venting further spaced-apart movement of said longitu 
dinal edges. 

15. A door frame arrangement according to claim 14 
wherein each of said interlocking members of said co 
operating pair is L-shaped in con?guration and has a 
pair of legs, each interlocking member has a ?rst leg 
thereof connected to a respective one of said elongated 
sections so as to extend substantially perpendicular to 
the longitudinal axis thereof and a second leg extending 
toward the ?rst leg of the other interlocking member, 
said second leg having a side edge disposed substan 
tially parallel with the longitudinal axis of said elon 
gated section and the side edge of said other interlock 
ing member whereby said parallel side edges engage 
each other when said elongated sections are in said sec 
ond position. 

16. A door frame arrangement according to claim 12 
wherein said connecting means includes at least one 
pair of interlocking members, said interlocking mem 
bers including a ?rst L-shaped member fastened to said 
first elongated section and having one leg extending 
substantially perpendicular to said longitudinal edges, 
said one leg including a raised portion at its free end so 
as to de?ne a pocket, said interlocking member further 
including a second L-shaped member fastened to said 
second elongated section and having one leg extending 
substantially perpendicular with said longitudinal edges 
and aligned with said pocket whereby said leg of said 
second L-shaped member is disposed within said 
pocket when said longitudinal edges move to said ?rst 
position and is at least partially withdrawn from said 
pocket when said longitudinal edges move to said sec 
ond position. 

17. A door frame assembly for installation in a rough 
door opening in a wall wherein the wall thickness may 
fall within a given range of thicknesses, comprising a 
top frame assembly and a pair of side frame assemblies, 
each of said assemblies comprising a pair of elongate 
frame members of a generally L-shaped transverse 
cross-section disposed in opposed relationship to each 
other to cooperatively present an assembly of a gener 
ally U-shaped transverse cross-section, a door stop strip 
on the exterior side of said assembly overlying the adja 
cent longitudinal edges of said L-shaped members to 
conceal said edges, said strip being ?xedly secured to 
one of said members and slidably engageable with the 
other of said members to accommodate transverse 
shifting of said membersrelative to one another while 
maintaining said strip in overlying concealing relation 
ship with both of said edges, cooperating paired inter 
locking plates ?xedly mounted on the interior side of 
each of said members and overlying said adjacent lon 
gitudinal edges, said plates being positioned to limit 
both longitudinal and transverse shifting movement of 
said L-shaped members relative to each other and to _ 
prevent pivotal movement of said L-shaped members 
relative to each other about axes parallel to said longi 
tudinal edges. 

18. The door frame assembly of claim 17 wherein 
each paired plate member comprises a pair of ?at L-. 
shaped plates each having a ?rst leg ?xedly secured to 
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one of said members and projecting across said longitu 
dinal edges in perpendicular relationship thereto, and 
a second leg on each of said plates extending at right 
angles to and integral with said ?rst leg and slidably en 
gageable with the other of said L-shaped members, said 5 
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12 
second legs of each pair of said plates extending in op 
posite directions and being aligned with each other 
transversely of said L-shaped members. 

* * ‘ll * * 


