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1 
CLASP’ 

Among the objects and advantages of the invention 
are the following: to provide an improved clasp or 
clamp in which the clamping and releasing action is ef 
fected by a U-shaped steel slide member; to provide 
such an improved clasp or clamp in which the slide 
member is secured against disconnection from a jaw 
member sub-assembly; and to provide such an im 
proved clasp or clamp with means forming a part of the 
jaw member sub-assembly to cause the jaw members to 
be moved apart from each other upon outward move 
ment of the slide member relative to the jaw member 
sub-assembly. ' 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following description taken in con 
junction with the drawing forming part of this speci?ca 
tion, and in which: > _ 
FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the approved clasp 

of the invention; - I 
FIG. 2 is a view in section, as taken along lines 2-—2 

of FIG. 1, but showing the jaw members in the closed 
position; 
FIG. 3 is a view taken along lines 3—3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a view taken along lines 4-4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a view in elevation of a modified clamping 

surface configuration for the jaw members; and ' 
FIG. 6 is another view in elevation showing another 

modi?cation of a clamping surface con?guration for 
the jaw members. 
Referring to the drawing, the improved clasp com 

prises a clasp body indicated generally at 10 and a re 
tainer member indicated generally at 12. The body, 
formed for example from a suitable plastic, comprises 
arms 14 and 16 terminating in enlarged jaw portions 18 
and 20, the latter being provided with inter?tting serra 
tions orv teeth 22 adapted to ‘grip the material to be 
clasped. Arm 14 is formed with a relief notch 24 de 
?ned by sloping surfaces 26 and 28 and web 30 which 
is normally urged to its arcuate position shown in FIG. 
1 to separate the jaws 18 and 20. 
Arms 14 and 16 are provided with slot-like passage 

ways 32 and 34 adapted to slidably receive the arms 36 
and 38 of retainer member 12. Member 12 is formed 
for example from a suitable steel to make it strong and 
?exible. 
The portion of passage 32 to the left of notch 24, as 

‘viewed in the drawing, is slightly higher than the part 
of the passage 32 to the right of notch 24 in order to 
accommodate the greater thickness of the end of arm 
36 constituted by the upwardly bent terminal portion 
40. Terminal portion 40 serves as a stop member to 
prevent the retainer member from being fully with 
drawn from passages 32 and 34. When the retainer 

3,808,651 

. camming the upper jaw 18 downwardly into pressing 1 

IS 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

' 2 

member 12 is moved to the position of FIG. 1 where ‘re 
tainer member portion 40 abuts sloping surface 26, jaw 
18 is swung away from jaw 20 by the appropriately 
stressed web 30. When the material to be clasped be 
tween the jaws, such as layers of a diaper, have been 
placed between the jaws, the retainer member 12 is 
pressed to the innermost position of FIG. 2, thereby 

relation with the lower jaw 20. The arms 36 and 38 of 
retainer member 12 are slightly convergent to enhance 
the pressure applied by the two jaws to the clasped ma 
terial and to frictionally retain the retainer member in 
place in the closed or clasping condition of the device. 

As is indicated in FIG. 5, the tooth-groove pattern in 
the jaw faces may ‘include one or more transverse 
grooves, such as 42 whereby the material to'be clasped 
is gripped against movement in any direction relative to 
the jaws. In FIG. 6 this two-way gripping action is ob 
tained by. providing U-shaped grooves 44 in one jaw 
and a U-shaped tooth in the other jaw. 

It is pointed out that the embodiment shown, with the 
notch 24 at the upper side of arm 14, is only one of sev 
eral suitable arrangements. The notch 24 may be lo 
cated at the underside of arm 14, i.e. in which case re 
tainer member 12 is not exposed through the middle of 
arm 14, orthe bending zone for arm 14 through which 
the retainer member extends may be tubular in cross 
section, i.e., in which case the retainer member is not 
exposed either at the top or bottom of arm 14. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A clasp comprising a pair of spaced, substantially 

parallel arm members, means interconnecting and sup 
porting the‘inner ends of said arm members, jaw mem 
bers carried by the outer ends of said arm members, 
there being slot-like passageways formed longitudinally 
and internally within said arm members, a generally U 
shaped retainer member having elongated arms extend‘ 
ing into said passageways adapted upon movement in 
the direction of the outer ends of said arm members to 
close said jaw members and adapted upon movement 
in the direction of the inner ends of said arm members 
to enable the opening of said jaw members, and means 
associated with a least one of said arm members en 
abling said jaw members to open and close, said last 
mentioned means including means forming a recess in 
said one arm extending into the slot-like passageway 
thereof so that a portion of said retainer member will 
be visible therein and may be retracted therefrom, such 
that said arm member having said recess will ?ex about 
said recess as a pivot locus when said retainer member 
is withdrawn to release the clasp. 
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