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MULTIPLE PURPOSE APPARATUS 

BACKGOUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an apparatus adapt 
able for a number of different puposes and more partic 
ularly to a self-contained, portable living unit including 
a bed, kitchen facilities, bathing facilities, sanitary dis 
posal facilities, provisions for heat, light, air condition 
mg. ' 

In the past many types of units have been designed 
and manufactured to provide for the various and sun~ 
dry needs of man. ‘Some of these units have been suc 
cessful in solving a particular problem such as a tent af 
fording a human being protection from the elements; a 
stove providing a much improved means of cooking a 
meal in comparison with the primitive method of cook 
ing over an open ?re; a sink or tub equipped with fau 
cets to supply hot and cold running water to .avoid the 
process of ‘obtaining and transporting water from a well 
to a wash basin, heating the same and then using the 
heated water for purposes of bathing; a commode dis 
posed within living quarters and connected to sanitary 
sewer facilities to receive and dispose of human waste 
material rather than require the human being to utilize 
sanitary disposal facilities located outside of and some 
whatremotely from living quarters; at central heating 
unit to avoid having a separate inefficient heating 
means in each different room; electrical wiring and 
lights for providing illumination ‘rather than an ineffi 
cient oil lamp; and controlled treatment of air to cool 
a living area rather than merely move or recirculate hot 
ambient air by means of a fan. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide an apparatus that combines in one integral, porta 
ble unit all facilities for administering to the needs'of 
man including provisions for sleeping, eating, bathing, 
heating, air conditioning, lighting, disposal of waste 
materials, and the like. " 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide within a single movable enclosure'means for sus 
taining every human personal need. 

It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provide a portable self-contained enclosure wherein 
are contained a plurality of means for tending the per 
sonal every day needs of man. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention will 

become apparent when reference is made to the follow 
ing written description considered in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is an overall perspective view of an apparatus 
containing the structural arrangement comprising the 
elements of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view illustrating the appa 
ratus overall and showing by dotted lines some of the 
component parts thereof. ~ 

FIG. 3 is an end elevational view illustrating the ap 
paratus in section and showing the internal configura 
tion of a portion of the component parts of the present 
invention. - 

FIG. 4 is a back elevational view illustrating addi 
tional component parts of the apparatus of the present 
invention. 
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DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to thedrawings and more speci?cally 
to FIG. 1, the apparatus of the present invention is indi 
cated generally by the reference numeral 10. The appa 
ratus 10 is comprised of a generally rectangular base 
member 12 (FIG. 3), a ?rst end member 14 disposed 
vertically at one end of base 12, a second end member 
16 disposed vertically and oppositely at the other end 
of base member 12, back member 18 (FIG. 4), and 
movable side and top member 20. The end members 14 
and 16 are connected to the base by any suitable con 
ventional manner as by transverse channels 22 formed 
at both ends of the base 12 receiving in contact there 
with the bottom ends of the end members l4, l6 and 
secured to each other in any known manner as by spot 
welding, bolts 24 and nuts, etc. Similarly, a longitudinal 
channel 26 may be formed on the posterior edge of the 
base and the bottom end of back member 18 is secured 
thereto as by additional bolts 24. 
Two vertically disposed channel members 28 are lo 

cated one at each posterior end of the base member 12 
suitably affixed thereto by spot welding, bolts 24 and 
nuts or other suitable means. Channel members 28 
serve to receive and connect together, the back mem 
ber 18 with both the ?rst and second end members 14 
and 16. Base member 12, ?rst and second end mem 
bers l4 and I6, and back member 18 are all joined to 
gether in the aforesaid manner to form a four-sided 

, structure comprising four generally rectangularly 
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shpaed planes oriented in a manner to be normal each 
to the other. 
. In addition to vertical channels 28, vertically dis 
posed posts 30 are located and secured one each to 
base 12 substantially intermediate the distance be 
tween the front and back thereof and also respectively 
to ?rst and second end members 14 and 16. The side 
and top member 20 is mounted on a plurality of chan 
nels 28 and posts 30 and is adaptable to provide for ap 
paratus 10 a mounting arrangement for a telescopically 
disposed canopy member 32. The canopy member 32 
has pivotally affixed thereto roller bearings 34 received 
in curved rails 36 and by virtue thereof is effective to 
be at times partially'hidden, completely hidden within 
the side and top member 20, and at other times fully ex 
tended along the rails 36 to form a six-sided structure 
comprising ?ve generally rectangularly shaped planes 
oriented in a manner to be normal each to the other. 

Referring now‘ to the inerior structure of apparatus 
10, a framework generally indicated by the reference 
numeral 38 is secured to the base 12 in any suitable 
manner as by spot welding at preselected locations the 
underside of framework 38. It will be understood that 
framework 38 as hereinafter explained is adaptable to 
support in a minimum space a plurality of life sustain 
ing functions, such as provisions for eating, sleeping, 
maintaining comfort conditioning temperatures, dis 
posal of waste materials, and the like. Illustrative of 
these provisions is a refrigerator 40, a stove 42, a fold 
ing table.44, a bed or lounge 46, a heating and cooling 
apparatus 48, and sanitary disposal facilities 50. 

In addition to the aforesaid life sustaining functions, 
modern man demands provisions for material comforts 
beyond the minimum. Accordingly, there is provided 
lighting means 52,'plumbing means 54, storage areas 
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56, mirrors 58 adaptable to slide along tracks af?xed to 
the underside of canopy member 32. It will be under 
stood that lighting means 52, plumbing means 54, stor~ 
age areas 56 and mirrors 58 are only illustrative of the 
extra sophisticated comforts that may be incorporated 
into apparatus 10 and should not be construed as limit 
ing the applicability of further, additional comforts to 
be included in the apparatus of the present invention. 

The apparatus 10 including table 44 is supported on 
casters 60 or other suitable means to effect transport 
ability so that the apparatus may be moved from one 
location to another with a minimum amount of effort. 

The bed 46 is secured to framework 38 by pivotal 
hinged means 62 so that the entire bed can be folded 
up and back to rest against back member 18. In this 
manner,an upper side 64 of framework 38, formerly a 
support for bed 46, becomes exposed and available as 
a bench and sitting area for receiving and entertaining 
visitors. Such an arrangement avoids the inconvenience 
of using an unmade bed as a sitting and lounging area 
to receive guests that may arrive unexpectedly. 

It will be understood that the apparatus of the present 
invention has application for and may be adaptable to 
a number of pruposes. For instance, the apparatus 
might be placed on a patio and used as a central area 
for dispensing beverages and for serving food buffet 
style. In addition, the unit can be used on a patio or 
other area for “sleeping out” and thereby enable the 
user to enjoy the benefits of fresh air and still be pro 
tected from possible adverse climatical elements, such 
as rain, wind and the like that might come into being 
during the period of “sleeping out." 
The range of application for the apparatus of the 

present invention could extend to a ladies boudoir af 
fording privacy to a female person for the purposes of 
applying make-up, arranging a coiffure and the like. 
Further, the present apparatus could be easily adapted 
for use in all types of ligher-than-air craft including 
modern day jet aeroplanes. In such environment, the 
apparatus could be utilized for private compartments 
for sleeping purposes, entertainment and the like. 

Also, the apparatus could be adaptable for use as an 
isolation chamber wherein a person suffering from a 
communicable disease could be observed, treated and 
cured. The apparatus could be used for this purpose ei 
ther in a hospital or in a patient’s home. 

Referring again to the drawings, it should be noted 
that a curtain arrangement 66 is secured to an outer ex 
tending portion of canopy 32 in a manner that permits 
the curtain 66 to at times be extended to depend down 
wardly from canopy 32 to close off the frontal portion 
of the apparatus. Further, it should be noted that can 
opy member 32 is so constructed as hereinbefore de 
scribed to be adaptable to extend downwardly ‘to near 
a surface of earth so as to provide a substantially closed 
six-sided apparatus. 

In the drawings and speci?cation there has been dis 
closed a preferred embodiment of the invention, and 
although speci?c terms are employed, they are used in 
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4 
a generic and descriptive sense only, and not for pur 
poses of limitation, the scope of the invention being set 
forth in the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
l. A movable apparatus to provide therein means for 

ministering to the human being the life sustaining needs 
of man within a self-contained portable living unit, the 
combination comprising, a base member formed in the 
shape of a rectangular plane and oriented substantially 
horizontal and parallel to a surface of earth, a ?rst side 
member secured vertically and normally to one end of 
said base member and formed generally in the shape of 
a rectangular plane with an upper end describing a 
semi-spherical con?guration, a second side member se~ 
cured vertically and normal to the other end of said 
base member and formed generally in the shape of a 
rectangular plane with an upper end describing a semi 
spherical con?guration, a back member secured to said 
base member and said side members and formed in the 
shape of a rectangular plane and being normal to said 
base member and said side members, a telescoping can 
opy member formed to provide a plane semi-spherical 
in shape secured to a respective top portion of said 
back member and said side members, said canopy 
member being effective to at times form a semi 
spherically shaped plane that encloses completely said 
apparatus and at other times provides an access open 
ing into said apparatus further comprising a structure 
formed by ?ve rectangularly shaped planes oriented 
normal each to the other, electrical lighting means dis 
posed within said structure providing illumination 
therein, a stove disposed within said structure provid 
ing means for cooking of food thereon, plumbing 
means disposed within said structure effective to pro 
vide therein running water, sanitary disposal facilities 
effective to receive waste water from said plumbing 
means and also effective to receive alimentary wastes 
from a person utilizing said disposal facilities within the 
privacy of said structure, curved rail structue support 
ing said canopy member, said curved rail structure 
comprising spaced apart parallel rail members formed 
in a substantially semi-spherically shaped plane, and a 
plurality of bearing members secured to said canopy 
member,‘ said bearing members movable within the 
con?nes of said rails and effective to cause said canopy 
member to move within said apparatus to provide said 
access opening into the apparatus, reclining means piv 
otally secured to a framework af?xed to said base 
member, said reclining means oriented to be at times 
substantially horizontal to- said surface of earth, said 
framework comprising an upper side effective for use 
as a bench after said reclining means has been pivoted 
to a position substantially vertical to said surface of 
earth, and said canopy member comprises track means 
secured therein longitudinally thereof, mirror means 
movable along said track means said mirror means and 
said canopy member being movable to a plurality of po 
sitions so that images of objects outside of said appara 
tus are received and re?ected to a plurality of locations 
within the apparatus. 

* * * * 


