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[57] ABSTRACT 
A decorative accessory including a generally spherical 
body supported on the upper peripheral edge of a sup 
port member. The body includes a generally hemi 
spherical base and a cover adapted to be intercon 
nected to the base, the cover being in the shape of a 
spherical segment. A recess is formed within the cover 
by a cylindrical wall depending from the exposed edge 
of the cover. The cylindrical wall is adapted to retain 
a decorative insert within the recess. 

9 Claims, 10 Drawing Figures 
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DECORATIVE ACCESSORY 

This application is a continuation-in-part of our co 
pending application for “Decorative Accessory," Ser. 
No. 177,689, ?led Sept. 3, I97] and now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many items used as accessories in interior decorating 
often' have a potential of more than one use. For exam 
ple, many accessories are not only used because of in 
herent attractiveness or compatibility with the interior 
decorating scheme but also for some functional pur 
pose. Thus, such items may also act as a container, as 
a mirror, as a “picture frame,” and even as a light 
source. 

In modem or contemporary decors, such accessories 
may take the basic form of common geometric shapes 
suitably adapted for their intended use. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention there is pro 
vided a modern or contemporary decorative accessory 
which is also functional, for example, it may be a con 
tainer, a mirror or picture frame or a light source. ' 
The accessory of the present invention incorporates 

a body including a generally hemispherical base por 
tion having a removable cover member in the form of 
a spherical segment. A generally cylindrical wall is 
formed integrally with and depends from the open top 
of the cover memberto define a recess adapted to con 
tain a decorative insert, such as, for example, a mirror 
or photograph. ' V 

This, hollow body is adapted to be rotatably sup 
ported on a support member, the upper peripheral edge 
of which is generally circular and is tapered to conform 
to the spherical surface of the body; 
The body may be positioned at an almost in?nite 

number of angular positions on the support member, 
and because the e?ective center of gravity of the body, 
is equivalent to that of a complete sphere, the decora 
tive structure is stable in any of the selected positions. 

If desired, the hemispherical base may be hollow and 
act as a container or may serve a number of alternative 
uses such as support for a light if the structure is to be 
used as a source of light. In this case, the decorative in 
sert or the body itself might conveniently be light trans 
missive, either transparent or translucent, to permit 
passage of light from the interior of the body. _ 
Numerous other advantages and features of the pres 

ent invention will become readily apparent from the 
following detailed description of the invention and of 
one embodiment thereof, from the claims and from the 
accompanying drawings in which each and every detail 
shown is fully and completely disclosed as a part of this 
speci?cation, in which like numerals refer to like parts. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the structureof the 
present invention; ' ' 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the structure of FIG. 1 show 
ing the body supported inone position in solid lines and 
in an alternative position in dotted lines; 
FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the compo 

nents of the structure of the present invention; 
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FIGS. 4,_ 5, 6 and 7 are enlarged, partial sectional 

views of the body showing various embodiments for at 
taching the decorative insert thereto. 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged, partial sectional view of the 

body‘showing another embodiment in which the deco- . 
rative insert is rotatably supported therein; 
FIG. 9 is an exploded view of the components form 

ing the rotatable insert support of FIG. 8; arid 
FIG. 10 is a view of the base including supports for 

a shelf to be retained therewithin. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in 

many different forms, there is shown in the drawings 
and will herein be described in detail a preferred em 
bodiment of the invention and modi?cations thereof, 
with the understanding that the present disclosure is to 
be considered as an exempli?cation of the principles of 
the invention and is not intended to limit the invention 
to the embodiments illustrated. The scope of the inven— 
tion will be pointed out in the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings, the decorative assembly of 
the present invention incorporates a generally spheri~ 
cal-like body 10 comprised of a hemispherical hollow 
base 12 to which is attached a cover member 14 shaped 
in the shape of a spherical segment 15. The edge por 
tion 16 of the hemispherical base 12 is threaded to fa 
cilitate interconnection of the base 12 and the cover 
l4.'Alternative methods for interconnecting the base 
12 and the cover 14 may also be used. 
The cover member 14 is in the shape of a spherical 

segment 17 open at both ends. The edge portion 20 is 
interiorly threaded for interconnection with the base 
12. A generally cylindrical wall 24 is formed integrally 
with the cover member 14 and depends from the free 
edge portion 26 of the cover member 14. _ 
The recess 28 formed by the depending cylindrical 

wall 24 is adapted to receive an appropriate decorative 
insert 30 which may take the form of a mirror, a photo 

_ graph, or any other suitable decorative member. 
The body 10 is adapted to be supported on a support 

member 32 shown as having a generally Cylindrical wall 
34. The upper peripheral edge 36 of the cylindrical wall 
34 is tapered to conform to the generally spherical 
shape of-the body 10. The body 10 is slidably supported 
on'the tapered surface 38 and is rotatable thereon to 
almost an in?nite number of positions, two of which are 
illustrated in FIG. 2. 
Although the generally spherical body 10 is not a 

complete sphere, the additional weight of the decora 
tive insert 30 and the cylindrical wall 24 formed as part 
of the cover member 14 is suf?cient to effectively pro 
vide a center of gravity the same as if the body were a 
complete sphere. It is because of this that the body is 
stable at almost any angular position on the support 
member 32. _ 

In one embodiment of the present - invention, the 
hemispherical spherical base 12 has a radius of approx 
imately 3 inches. The depth of the cover member is ap 
proximately one-half the radius of the hemisphere, 1%: 
inches, with the depth of the depending cylindrical wall 
being approximately one-half the depth of the cover 
member. The diameter of the support member 32 is 
about 4 inches. - I 

The insert 30 may be attached to the cover and re 
tained within the recess 28 in a number of ways. As 
seen in FIG. 4, the recess may be closed at its inner end 
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by a back plate 40 and the insert 30 may be suitably af 
?xed or adhered to the exposed surface of the back 
plate 40. In FIG. 5, the back plate 40' is formed with 
a generally axial boss 42 extending inwardly toward the 
base 12. To facilitate attachment of the insert 30', the 
boss may be interiorly threaded to receive a threaded 
stud 44 formed on the back of the insert 30’. 

Alternatively, as seen in FIG. 6, a spring-like clip 46 
may be formed on the back of the decorative insert 
30", the spring-like insert being adapted to pass 
through and to be resiliently retained by the boss 42’. 

An alternative approach for insertion of the insert is 
shown in FIG. 7. In this embodiment, the inner, free 
edge 48 of the cylindrical wall 24' is threaded to re 
ceive a complementarily threaded decorative insert 
30"’. This embodiment is particularly suitable if it is 
desired to illuminate the decorative insert, which could 
be light transmissive. A light source 50 (see FIG. 3) 
mounted interiorly of the base 12 would provide a 
source of illumination for an insert, or the body itself 
if made of a light transmissive material. 

In FIGS. 8 and 9, there is shown yet another embodi 
ment in which the insert is rotatably supported within 
the cover 14. In this embodiment, a pair of pivot sup 
ports 50 are located between the spherical segment 15 
and the depending cylindrical wall 240. Each of the 
pivot supports 50 is generally L'shaped, the extension 
52 of which includes a bore 54 adapted to receive a 
pivot pin 56 which extends radially from the periphery 
of an insert frame 58. 
The insert frame 58 may be formed in two halves, 

58a and 58b which, when joined together de?ne an in 
sert retaining groove 60. The insert is placed between 
the frame halves 58a, 58b, which are joined together to 
retain the insert therein. Each of the pivot pins 56 is in 
serted into the bore 54 of a pivot support 50 which are 
then adhered to the cover 14 as shown in FIG. 8. 

In this embodiment both sides of the insert may be 
exposed simply by rotating the frame 58. The frame 
may be frictionally retained in position by the frictional 
engagement with the inner end of the depending cylin 
drical wall 240. This frictional force is readily over 
come when the frame is rotated. 
One example of a two sided insert is a mirror, one 

side of which is a plane mirror, the other side of which 
is a magnifying mirror. 

In FIG. 10 there is shown a base 12 in which are 
formed shelf supports 62 on which a shelf 64 of suitable 
con?guration may be supported. Such a shelf may, for 
example, incorporate recesses, pockets or other de 
vices for holding articles in place within the base 12. 
Thus, there has been disclosed a decorative acces 

sory which may also serve other functions, e.g., as a 
container,lmirror, picture frame, or light source. The 
decorative accessory is simple and inexpensive, while 
simultaneously adapted to ?t in with modem or con 
temporary decor while serving a functional purpose. 
From the foregoing, it will be observed that numer 

ous variations and modi?cations may be effected with 
out departing from the true spirit and scope of the 
novel concept of the invention. It is, of course, in 
tended to cover by the appended claims all such modi 
?cations as fall within the scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A decorative accessory comprising: a generally 

spherical hollow body member comprised of a hemi 
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4 
spherical hollow base, and a cover member adapted to 
be removably interconnected to said base, said cover 
member having an external con?guration in the shape 
of a generally spherical segment; a generally cylindrical 
wall formed within said cover member and depending 
from the exposed peripheral edge thereof, said cylindri 
cal wall de?ning a recess within said cover member, a 
decorative insert, means associated with said generally 
cylindrical wall for retaining said decorative insert in 
alignment with said recess, a support member having a 
generally circular peripheral edge adopted to support 
said body member, said peripheral edge being tapered 
to conform to the generally spherical shape of said 
body member, whereby said body member is supported 
on said tapered peripheral edge and is universally posi 
tionable on said support member and is stable at a large 
indetermenate member of positions relative to said sup 
port member. 

2. A decorative accessory as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said generally cylindrical wall terminates in a 
back plate closing said recess. 

3. A decorative assembly as claimed in claim 2 
wherein said back plate and said insert include comple 
mentary generally axially extending members adapted 
for cooperative engagement to retain said insert within 
said recess. 

4. A decorative assembly as claimed in claim 3 
wherein said complementary generally axially extend 
ing members are threaded. 

5. A decorative assembly as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the internal edge of said generally cylindrical 
wall is threaded and is adapted to receive said insert, 
said insert having a complementary threaded periph 
cry. 

6. A decorative assembly as claimed in claim 1 in 
cluding a source of light supported within said body, 
whereby said body and said insert may be illuminated. 

7. A decorative assembly as claimed in claim 1 in 
cluding means for rotatably supporting said decorative 
insert in alignment with said recess whereby both sides 
of said insert may be exposed to view through said re 
cess. 

8. A decorative assembly as claimed in claim 7 in 
cluding a frame for supporting said insert, said frame 
including a pair of diametrically opposed pivot pins ex 
tending radially out from said frame, 
a pair of pivot supports each having a bore to receive 

said pivot pins, 
said pivot supports being located between said de 
pending cylindrical wall and the outer spherical 
segment of said cover and being bonded thereto. 

9. A decorative assembly comprising: a generally 
spherical hollow body member supported on and uni 
versally positionable relative to a support member; said 
body member comprised of a generally hemispherical 
hollow base and a generally open ended cover member 
adapted to be removably interconnected to said base 
member, said cover member having an external con?g 
uration in the shape of a generally spherical segment 
and having an axial dimension approximately one-half 
the radius of said hemispherical base; a generally cylin 
drical internal wall depending from the exposed periph 
eral edge of said cover member to de?ne a recess 
within said cover member, said cylindrical wall having 
an axial dimension less than the axial dimension of said 
cover member; and a decorative insert retained in 
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alignment with and adjacent to the inner end of said re 
cess; said support member having a generally circular 
peripheral edge adapted to support said body, said pe 
ripheral edge being tapered to conform to the generally 
spherical shape of said body, whereby said body when 5 
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6 
supported on said tapered peripheral edge of said sup 
port member is stable at a large indeterminate number 

of positions. 


