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[5 7] ' ABSTRACT 

A tablet dispensing container or box having a plate in 
spaced relationship to the base of the single layer of 
tablets. The plate is formed with an opening for dis 
charging single ones of the tablets therethrough. The 
plate is formed with a partition member de?ning a 
compartment which communicates with the opening 
in the plate and limits the number of tablets that may 
discharge through the opening. The partition member 
is ?exible adjacent one end to be movable from a posi 
tion permitting entry of tablets into the compartment 
and a position closing-off entry thereto. 

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures. 
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A TABLET DISPENSER USING A FLEXIBLE 
PARTITION 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

The present invention relates to containers for tablets 
and the like and more particularly to an improved con 
tainer which is constructed and arranged to limit the 
number of tablets which may be simultaneously dis 
pensed therefrom. 
The containers of the general type intended for use . 

in dispensing tablets such as aspirin tablets are fre 
quently placed so as to be readily accessible to chil 
dren. The ease with which the tablets may be removed 
from the containers and consumed by children is a ha 
zard if the aspirin tablets are consumed in great num 
bers. 
By the invention, it is proposed to provide a con 

tainer constructed so that the number of tablets that 
may be removed at one time without manipulation is 
limited to a number which is not hazardous to the 
health of the child if consumed. The construction limit 
ing the number of tablets is arranged so that the manip 
ulation required to remove a further limited number is 
usually not capable of being achieved by a child having 
an understanding less than 5 years of age. 
This is accomplished by providing the tray of the gen 

erally standard vaspirin box with an insert having a top 
plate which is supported therein to overlie a layer of 
tablets. The plate is provided with an opening through 
which single ones of the tablets may be dispensed. The 
opening communicates with a compartment which is 
capable of accommodating only ‘a limited number of 
tablets. The compartment is de?ned by a partitioning 
means depending from the plate. The partitioning 
means is ?exible adjacent one end so as to be flexed to 
a position providing an entrance passage through which 
the tablets enter the compartment and a normal non 
?exed position closing-off passage of the tablets to the " 
compartment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top fragmentary plan view in the open po 
sition of a container embodying the structure of the 
present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along 

the lines 2-—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along 

the lines 3-3 of FIG. 1. 
F IG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along 

the lines 4—4 of FIG. -1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT _ 

Referring now present the drawings, there is shown 
a container 10 made from a relatively thin gauge metal. 
The container 10 includes a tray 11 to which there is 
hingedly attached a cover 12. An insert 13 embodying 
the structure of the resent invention is seated within the 
tray 11. 
The container 10 may be generally similar to tins or 

containers used to package small quantities of aspirin 
tablets and the like. To this end, the tray 11 is formed 
with a base 14 from which there project upstanding 
side walls 16 and front and rear walls _17 and 18, re 
spectively. The tray is rather shallow so as to accommo 
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2 
date a single layer of the pills or tablets P to be dis 
pensed. 
The cover _12 is of standard construction may be 

hingedly fastened to the tray 1 l by means of a hinge pin 
19. The cover 12 is formed with a top 21 and depend 
ing side and front walls (not shown) and rear wall 22 
which nest over the upstanding walls of the tray 11. The 
front wall of the tray 11 may be formed with an inden 
tation 23 which co-acts with a complementary projec 
tion (not shown) formed on the front wall of the cover 
12 to form a latch. The back or rear wall 18 and side 
walls l6—l6 may also each be formed with indenta 
tions or nibs 24 which along with indentation 23 co-act 
to retain the insert 13 in the tray 11 as more fully to be 
explained hereinafter. 
The insert 13 comprises a top plate 27 supported on 

posts 28. The insert 13 is preferably made from plastic 
as for example, an opaque high density polyethylene 
and formed by molding so that the posts 28 are formed 
integral with the plate 27. One corner of the top plate 
v27 is formed with a cut-out or opening 29 sized to per 
mit the dispensing of a single pill or tablet P there 
through. The insert is retained in the tray by the inden 
tation or nibs 23 and 24 which engage the upper sur 
face of the plate 27 as shown. 
A partition member 31 projects‘ downwardly from 

the plate along one side of the opening 29 and substan 
tially parallel to the adjacent side wall 16 to de?ne a 
compartment 30. The end portion of the partition 
member 31 remote from the front wall 17 terminates 
in a pin 33. As shown, the end portion 32 lies in a leg 
34 of a generally inverted L-shaped slot The parti 
tion end portion 32 is thus ?exible so that the pin 33 
may be shifted into a transversely extending leg 36 of 
the slot 34, spaced from a post 28a to permit entry of 
tablet P into the compartment 30. Upon release of the 
pin 33, the partition member, end portion 32 because 
of the memory of the plastic, returns to the full line po 
sition. In this position, the pin 33 is in sufficiently close 
spaced relationship to the post 28a to prevent further 
tablets P from entering the compartment 30. In this 
manner, the compartment 30 is limited to two tablets 
of which only singles ones can be dispensed through the 
opening 29 without ?rst manipulating the ?exible parti 
tion member to the phantom line position. 

In the event the two tablets are removed from the 
compartment 30, the gate or pin 33 co-acting with the 
posts 28a prevents the other tablets from entering the 
compartment 39 and thereby from being dispensed 
from the container. It is ?rst necessary to ?ex the end 
portion 32 of the partition 34 to the phantom line posi 
tion whereupon two of the tablets are free to enter the 
compartment 30. The tablets may then be discharged 
through the opening 29. These manipulative maneuver 
ers required tovdischarge the tablets P from the con 
tainer and to load the compartment 30 generally have 
been found to be incapable of being performed by a 
child having a‘ mental age less than 5 years. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A tablet dispensing box comprising a tray having 

upstanding walls and a dispensing plate inserted in said 
tray for limiting the number of tablets that may be re 
moved from said tray, said tray having a bottom and 
upstanding walls, supporting means supporting said 
plate in said tray above a layer of tablets, and opening 
means in said plate for discharging single tablets there 
.through and a partition member depending from said 
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I plate and de?ning a compartment in said tray and com 
municating with said opening, said partitioning mem 
ber being ?exible adjacent one end thereof and being 
movable from a normal unflexed position closing-off 
passage of the tablets in said tray into said compart 
ment to a position permitting passage of single ones of 
the layer into said compartment. 

2. The invention as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
partition member is parallel to one of said upstanding 
walls said plate being supporting on a plurality of posts, 
and said ?exible one end of said partition member co 
operates with one of said posts to close-off entry to said 
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compartment in the normal position thereof. 

3. The invention as de?ned in claim 2 wherein said 
plate includes a substantialiy L-shaped slot, said ?exi 
ble one end of said partition member having pin means 
on the terminal end thereof and disposed in said slot for 
movement toward and away from said one post. 
I 4. The invention as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
plate and said partition member are integral. 

5. The invention as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said 
plate and said partition member are made from a 
molded plastic. 

* * * * * 


