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[57] ABSTRACT 

An athletic shoe adapted for use in a plurality of dif 
ferent sports. The shoe includes an upper constituted 
to meet the usage requirements of each of the differ 
ent sports. An outsole constituted as a separate part 
from the upper has traction means on its bottom 
adapted for use in one of the sports and means are 
provided for securely but removably fastening the out 
sole to the bottom of the upper. Thus, the outsole may 
be removed and another outsole having different trac 
tion means may be fastened to the upper. 

4 Claims, 7 ‘Drawing Figures 
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ATHLETIC SHOE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to the ?eld of athletic equip 
ment and, more particularly, to a novel athletic shoe 
adapted for use in a plurality of sports. 
Many athletes, particularly those of younger age, par 

ticipate in a number of different sports. One individual, 
for example, may participate in each of the sports of 
football, basketball and baseball in the course of a 
given year. Participation in each of these sports re 
quires the wearing of shoes adapted for that sport. The 
construction of a shoe adapted for a particular sport 
generally varies somewhat from‘ the constructions of 
shoes adapted for other sports, especially with respect 
to the traction means provided on the sole of the shoe. 
Thus, spikes of one type are used for baseball, cleats of 
another design are used in football, and suction cups or 
similar gripping devices are incorporated in the sole of 
a basketball shoe. 
Where an athlete participates in a number of sports, 

he is thus forced to purchase and wear a number of sep 
arate pairs of athletic shoes. For any athlete, but partic 
ularly for a schoolboy with growing feet, the expense of 
buying several different pairs of shoes for several differ 
ent sports can be substantial. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention, therefore, to 
provide a novel athletic shoe adapted for use in a num 
ber of different sports. It is a further object of the in 
vention to provide a shoe which is convertible to a form 
useful in a particular sport and fully equivalent in de 
sign and performance to a conventional shoe designed 
speci?cally for that particular sport. It is also an object 
of the invention to provide a shoe which may be 
quickly and easily converted from a form adapted for 
use in one sport to a form adapted for use in another 
sport. 

In its fundamental aspect, therefore, the present in 
vention is directed to an athletic shoe adapted for use 
in a plurality of different sports. The shoe comprises an 
upper constructed to meet the usage requirements of 
each of said sports and having a bottom. The shoe fur 
ther comprises an outsole constituted as a separate part 
from the upper having traction means on its bottom 
adapted for use in one of said sports. Means are in 
cluded for securely but removably fastening said out 
sole to the bottom of the upper whereby said outsole 
may be removed and another outsole having different 
traction means fastened to said upper. Other objects 
and features will be in part apparent and in part pointed 
out hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side’ elevation of a shoe of the invention 
showing an outsole having football cleats attached to 
an upper; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged section on line 2-2 of FIG. 1 

showing the embodiment wherein the outsole carrying 
football cleats is attached to the upper by means of a 
Velcro-type hook and pile fastener system; 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 illustrating an em 

bodiment in which the ‘outsole includes baseball spikes 
and is attached to an integral sole portion of the upper 
by means of- screws; 
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2 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 in which the detach 

able outsole has been removed and the shoe adapted 
for use in basketball with plugs screwed into the tapped 
holes in the integral sole; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of a plug which may be inserted 

in the tapped holes in the integral sole of the upper of 
FIG. 4 to provide traction means for basketball or ten 
ms; 
FIG. 6 is a section on line 6—6 of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 2. 
Corresponding reference characters indicate corre 

sponding parts throughout the several views of the 
drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The athletic shoe of the invention allows an athlete 
to participate in a variety of sports without the neces 
sity of purchasing a separate pair of shoes for each of 
these sports. The substantial expense associated with 
thepurchase of a pair of shoes for each sport is conse 
quently avoided. This advantage may be of particular 
value to the schoolboy, or to a school system supplying 
shoes for schoolboys, since an athlete with growing feet 
may well outgrow a particular pair of shoes before the 
shoes wear-out. Such premature obsolescence of shoes 
worn by younger athletes further compounds the ex 
pense associated with the use of conventional shoes. 
Where the convertible shoe of the invention is utilized, 
however, the upper portion of the shoe is worn essen 
tially year-around, allowing a young athlete to derive 
the bene?t of a greater portion of the useful life of the 
shoe before it is outgrown. 
While providing substantial economies in the ex 

penses associated with purchase of athletic shoes, the 
shoe of the invention is also adapted to perform in a 
manner fully equivalent to a conventional shoe speci? 
cally designed for a particular sport. Moreover, the 
shoe is quickly and easily converted from a form 
adapted for use in one sport to a form adapted for use 
in another sport. Further advantages accrue from the 
fact that should either the upper or one of the detach 
able outsoles become damaged in use, it can be re 
placed without replacing or repairing the entire shoe. 

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a side eleva 
tion of the assembled shoe of the invention showing an 
upper l constructed to meet the usage requirements of 
each of the sports in which it is- used, and an outsole 3. 
Typically, the upper may be constructed of lightweight 
leather or synthetic material which is sufficiently strong 
and rugged to meet the demands of sports such as foot 
ball and baseball, yet light enough to serve in the play 
of sports such as basketball or tennis. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the outsole 3 is detachable, being 

securely but removably fastened to- the upper. The 
upper 1 has an insole 5 and a bottom 7 to which one 
component 9 of a fabric fastening material is attached 
by means of an adhesive 1 l, for example, glue. Detach 
able outsole 3 has a second and complementary com 
ponent 13 of the fabric fastening material adhered to 
its upper surface by means of adhesive layer 15. Com 
ponents 9 and 13, respectively, cover major propor 
tions of bottom 7 and the uppersurface of outsole 3. 

The fabric fastening material is commercially avail~ 
able under the trade designation “Velcro” and is simi 
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lar to the material shown in de Mestral US. Pat. No. 
2,717,437. One of the components of the fastening ma 
terial has a multiplicity of hook-like pile elements 
which project outwardly from the surface to which the 
component is attached and the other component of the 
fastening material has a plush-like loop pile surface for 
interengagement with the hook-like pile elements of 
the ?rst component. For purposes of secure attach 
ment, it is immaterial whether component 9 is consti 
tuted by the hook-like elements and component 13 by 
the pile-like elements or vice versa. To minimize any 
possibility of damage to the fastening surface should 
the wearer walk wearing the shoe without the outsole, 
however, it is preferred that component 9 be made up 
of the plush-like elements and component 13 of the 
hook-like elements. 
Detachable outsole 3 and its traction means, for ex 

ample, football spikes 17 (FIG. 2), or baseball spikes 
19 (FIG. 3), are preferably molded as a single unit of 
rubber or a suitableplastic material. An upwardly pro 
jecting ?ange 21 extends substantially around the pe; 
riphery of the outsole to prevent foreign objects from 
coming between the components of the fastening sys 
tem. The presence of this flange further assists in align 
ment of outsole 3 and upper 1 during assembly of the 
complete shoe. FIG. 7 shows a further modification in 
volving the provision of a narrow lip 22 extending in 
wardly from the top of ?ange 21. The presence of lip 
22 further protects against entry of foreign objects and 
also helps to stabilize flange 21 against excessive ?ex 
ure when the shoe is in use. 
To securely fasten outsole 3 to upper 1, the mating 

surfaces of components 9 and 13 are simply placed in 
facing relation and pressed together. Removal of out 
sole 3 is readily accomplished by peeling the compo 
nents of the fabric fastening material away from each 
other. 
FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate a second embodiment of the 

invention wherein the detachable outsole is fastened by 
screws to the upper. Shown at 1 ' is an upper having an 
insole 5’ and a permanently attached integral sole 23 
in which there are tapped holes 25. The detachable 
outsole or plate 3' carrying traction means, for exam 
ple, baseball spikes 19, on the bottom thereof, includes 
counterbored or recessed holes 27. Outsole or plate 3' 
is fastened to the bottom of integral sole 23 by means 
of headed screws 29, which are receivable in holes 27 
and engageable in tapped holes 25. 
FIG. 4 shows the same embodiment as FIG. 3 but 

with the shoe adapted for use in a sport such as basket 
ball or tennis. Threaded plugs 31 having concavities 33 
and slots 35 in their outer ends are screwed into tapped 
holes 25. The length of each plug 31 is less than the 
depth of the hole into which it is threaded. Thus, a void 
exists between the outer end of each plug and the plane 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

60 

65 

4 
of the bottom of outsole 23 in the region of each plug. 
Together with the surrounding sole wall and plug end, 
this void provides a suction cup which provides traction 
means for the shoe. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several 
objects of the invention are achieved and other advan 
tageous results attained. 
As various changes could be made in the above con 

structions without departing from the scope of the in 
vention, it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or shown in the accompanying draw 
ings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a lim~ 
iting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An athletic shoe adapted for use in a plurality of 

different sports, said shoe comprising an upper con 
structed to meet the usage requirements of each of said 
sports and having a bottom, an outsole constituted as 
a separate part from the upper having traction means 
on its bottom adapted for use in one of said sports, and 
means for securely but removably fastening said out 
sole to the bottom of the upper, whereby said outsole 
may be removed and another outsole having different 
traction means fastened to said upper, said fastening 
means comprising a ?rst component attached to and 
covering a major proportion of the bottom of said 
upper and a second and complementary component at 
tached to and covering a major proportion of the upper 
surface of said outsole, one of said components com 
prising a multiplicity of hook-like pile elements project 
ing outwardly from the surface to which they are at 
tached and the other of said components comprising a 
plush-like loop pile surface for interengagement with 
said hook-like pile elements, said outsole including an 
upwardly projecting ?ange extending substantially 
around the periphery thereof for preventing foreign ob-_ 
jects from coming between the components of said fas 
tening means. 

2. An athletic shoe as set forth in claim 1 further 
comprising a narrow lip extending inwardly from the 
top of said ?ange. 

3. An athletic shoe as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said ?rst component comprises said plush-like loop pile 
surface. 

4. An athletic shoe adapted for use in tennis and in 
door sports comprising an upper, a sole permanently 
attached to said upper and having tapped holes therein 
and plugs threaded in said tapped holes, the length of 
each plug being less than the depth of the hole into 
which it is threaded so that a void exists between the 
outer end of each plug and the plane of the bottom of 
said sole in the region of said plug, said void and the 
surrounding sole wall and plug end constituting trac 
tion means for said shoe. 

* ill * 1i * 


