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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

A toy article having a body formed in an egg-like con 
?guration and de?ned by a base portion in which a 
weight is located, a central portion having a prese 
lected design formed thereon, and a top portion hav 
ing a downwardly extending shaft joined thereto that 
engages the base portion for securing the body por 
tions together in a unitary construction, the weight in 
the base portion cooperating with a rounded bottom 
wall thereof to insure that the body will always return 
to an upright position regardless of exterior forces ap 

l plied thereto. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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TOY ARTICLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION‘ 
The present invention relates to toy articles of the 

play doll type that have design features applied thereto 
that simulate human characteristics. \ 

The toy article embodied in the present invention is 
constructed such that it has an egg-like con?guration, 
a weight being located in the bottom portion thereof so 
as to form a non-tipable device. Such non-tipable de~ 
vices have‘ been known heretofore, wherein a weight is 
located in the bottom portion thereof so that the device 
has a low center of gravity; and by forming the bottom 
portion with a rounded bottom wall, the article will al 
ways tend to locate itself in an upright position regard 
less of exterior forces applied thereto. Prior to the in 
stant invention, devices of the kind described have gen 
erally been constructed in a two-piece unit and may 
have had some exterior design imprinted thereon so as 
to impart or simulate a character or ?gure or the like. 
Such devices have normally not been utilized as play 
dolls, primarily because the construction thereof did 
not lend themselves to forming the figures in reduced 
form. Moreover, heretofore an inexpensive technique 
of assembling component parts to form a small figure 
of the type described was not known and consequently 
the manufacture of ‘toy articles having‘an egg-like con 
figuration usually comprised a relatively large device 
that was formed in two pieces, a weightbeing secured 
in the lowermost of the pieces in some convenient man 
ner. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The toy article‘ embodied in the present invention 
consists of a body'formed in an egg-like con?guration 
and including a baseportion having a rounded bottom 
wall, a central cylindrical portion and a top portion 
having a rounded top wall. The top portion of the arti 
cle is formed with a central shaft that extends down 
wardly through‘ the central portion and into engage- 
ment with the base portion for interlocking the base, 
central and top portions together in a unitary construc 
tion. The bottom portion has a cavity formed therein in 
which a' weight is located, the weight effectively locat 
ing the‘ center of gravity of the body in the base portion 
so that the rounded bottom wall cooperates with the 
weight ‘to always return the body to an upright position 
regardless of exterior forces applied thereto. In the 
commercial form of the toy article as embodied herein 
it is contemplated to imprint fanciful designs or figures 
on the exterior surfaces of the base, central and top 
portions so that the article has the appearance of a 
human character; and by varying the size of the article, 
considerable play value may be attached thereto when 
a number of articles are used as a group. 
Accordingly, it is an object of .the present invention 

to provide a toy article formed in an egg-like con?gura 
tion and weighted at the bottom so as always to be re 
turnable to an upright position, the body being formed 
in a plurality of inter?tting portions that provide for the 
easy assembly thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a toy ar 

ticle ‘that is formed in an egg-like con?guration and that 
has a preselected design of a figure imprinted on the 
outer surface thereof the simulate a character, the body 
having a weight located in the bottom thereby to cause 
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2 
the body to always return to an upright position after 
external forces applied thereto, and the body being 
formed in a plurality of portions that are easy to manu 
facture and that provide for the simple assembly 
thereof. 
Other objects, features and advantages of the inven 

tion shall become apparent as the description thereof 
proceeds when considered in connection with the ac“ 
companying illustrative drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In the drawings which illustrate the best mode pres 

ently contemplated for carrying out the present inven 
tion: ‘ 

FIG. 1 is a vertical sectional view of the toy article 
embodied in the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view thereof; and 
FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the toy arti 

cle showing the component parts thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to the drawing and particularly to FIG. 
1, the toy article embodied in the present invention is 
generally indicated at 10 and includes a body formed 
in an egg-like configuration. The egg-like body includes 
a weighted base. portion generally indicated at 12, a 
central portion generally‘ indicated at 14 that is 
mounted on the base portion, and a top portion gener- _ 
ally indicated at 16 that is mounted on the central por 
tion 14 and that is interconnected to the base portion 
12, to unite the portions that define the body in a uni 
tary construction. As will be described, the toy article 
10 has play value when the exterior surfaces thereof are 
imprinted with character-like figures; and since the 
body is alwaysiretained in an upright position, because 
of the weighted base portion, the imprinted figures on 
the egg-like body impart human-like characteristics to 
the body; and as will be described, increases the play ‘ 
value of the toy article. , 
Referring to FIG. 3, the base portion 12 is shown in 

cluding a curved bottom wall 18 and an interior cavity 
or chamber 20 in which a weight22 is received. The 
lower portion of the weight indicated at 24 has a 
rounded configuration that conforms to the con?gura 
tion of the bottom wall .18 as illustrated in FIG. 1. Inte 
grally joined to the bottom wall 118 and extending up 
wardly therefrom, is a central column 24 having a bore 
26 formed therein. Communicating with the bore 26 
is an aperture 28 into which a flowable adhesive is in 
troduced, the adhesive being utilized to secure the ele 
ments of the body together as will be described. 
The uppermost end of the body portion 12 is notched 

to de?ne a reduced neck section 30 and a shoulder 32, 
the neck section 30 and shoulder 32 cooperating to re 
ceive the central portion 14 thereon. As illustrated in 
FIG. 1, the column 24 extends upwardly above the 
upper surface of the weight 22 and receives thereon a 
washer 34 having a central opening formed therein that 
is aligned with the bore 26. In this connection the 
washer 34 is formed with an internal annular recess 35 
into which the upper end of the column 24 extends. As 
will be described, the washer 34 not only retains the 
weight 22 within the cavity 20 but also cooperates with 
an element of the top portion 16 for locating the por 
tions of the body together in. proper position. 

I As further illustrated in FIG. 1, the central portion 14 
is formed in open-ended cylindrical configuration and 
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includes a bottom portion 36 having a fixed inner diam 
eter, the dimension of which provides for sliding en 
gagement of the central portion 14 over the annular 
neck section 30. The outer surface of the bottom por 
tion 36 is curved and cooperates with the bottom wall 
18 of the bottom portion 24 to be substantially contigu 
ous therewith so as to form a continuous surface when 

the base and central portions are interlocked. The cen 
tral portion 14 further includes an upper portion 38 
that is integrally joined to the lower portion 36, the 
inner diameter of the upper portion 38 having a reduc 
ing taper and corresponding to the outer con?guration 
thereof. As shown more clearly in FIG. 1, the upper 
portion 38 of the central portion 14 is formed with an 
inwardly directed annular lip 40 which de?nes an 
upper opening 42 and annular upper edge 44 that co 
operates with the opening 42 to retain the top portion 
16 in engagement therewith as will be described. 
Also formed as part of the central portion 14 and ad 

hered to the outer surfaces of the bottom portion 36 
and top portion 38 thereof is a ?lm 46 of plastic mate 
rial that has any desired design or coloring imprinted 
thereon and that cooperates with the surfaces de?ned 
by the bottom portion 12 and top portion 16 to form 
a character or the like. The ?lm 46 is shrink-?tted onto 
the central portion 14 and is thereby adhered to the 
outer surface thereof to form an integral part of the 
central portion. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the top portion 16 in 

cludes a rounded top wall 48, the radius of curvature 
of which is substantially less than that of the bottom 
wall 18. The curvature of the top wall 48 also is de 
signed so as to provide a contiguous surface thereof 
with the adjacent surfaces of the central portion 14 
when the parts are interfitted. In order to accommo 
date the top portion 16 on the central portion 14, a 
notch is formed in the top portion 16 to de?ne an annu 
lar shoulder 50 that engages the upper edge 44 of the 
lip 40, the notch also defining a reduced neck section 
52 that is dimensioned for being received within the 
opening 42 in sliding relation. lntegrally joined to the 
top wall 48 and extending downwardly therefrom is a 
central shaft 54 that is formed with exterior splines 56 
thereon for a portion of the length thereof. The bot 
tommost edges of the splines 56 are located such that 
they engage the upper surface of the washer 34 for ?x 
ing the washer over the weight 22. The bottommost 
edges of the splines 56 also de?ne a stop for the top 
portion 16 when it is inserted in the interlocking posi 
tion thereof. As further illustrated in FIG. 1, the bottom 
portion of the shaft 54 extends into the bore 26 of the 
column 24 and is spaced from the bottommost edge of 
the bore 26 to de?ne a small chamber 58 therein. The 
chamber 58 communicates with the aperture 28 and 
receives a ?owable adhesive therein, the chamber 58 
providing for free flow of the adhesive into engagement 
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with the shaft 54 and the surfaces of the bore 26 to se- - 
cure the shaft 54 within the upwardly extending col 
umn 24 of the base portion 12. 

In the assembly of the device, the weight 22 is in 
serted within the cavity 20 as formed in the bottom por 
tion 12, and the central portion 14 is placed on the base 
portion 12 after the washer 34 is placed over the col 
umn 24 and into contact with the weight 22. The shaft 
54 of the top portion 16 is inserted into the bore 26 
until it is fully received therein; and thereafter, the ad 
hesive is inserted through the aperture 28 into the 
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chamber 58, the adhesive flowing into contact with the 
shaft and serving to positively secure the shaft 54 
within the bore 26, thereby ?xing all of the body por 
tions together in a unitary construction. 

It is seen that when the bottom, central and top por 
tion are assembled, they define a body having an egg 
like configuration and that the outer surfaces of the 
body portions are contiguous to impart the appearance 
of a unitary one-piece construction. In order to en 
hance the play value of the toy article, designs may be 
imprinted on the surfaces of the bottom and top walls 
that will cooperate with the figures imprinted on the 
film 46 adhered to the central portion 14 to form a hu 
man-like ?gure. Thus, the top wall may be molded in 
a color to simulate hair, and the ?lm 46 may have color 
graphics imprinted thereon that will impart human 
characteristics to the article such as a face, clothing, 
hands and other human features. The bottom, wall 18 
may also be molded in a color or design that will coop» 
erate with the color of the top wall and the designs im 
printed on the ?lm 46 to create therewith a design that 
will have interesting play value. 
Since the weight 22 is secured within the bottom por 

tion 12 by the washer 34, the center of gravity of the 
article is lowered to such an extent that the device will 
always return to an upright position if tipped over. 
Since the bottom wall is rounded, the article may be 
tipable, but cannot fall over and will always move back 
to the upright position. 
While there is shown and described herein certain 

speci?c structure embodying the invention, it will be 
manifest to those skilled in the art that ‘various modi? 
cations and rearrangements of the parts may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the un 
derlying inventive concept and that the same is not lim 
ited to the particular forms herein shown and described 
except insofar as indicated by the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A toy article, comprising a body that includes a 

base portion having a rounded bottom wall, a central 
cylindrical portion having a portion thereof that has an 
upwardly reducing diameter, and a top portion having 
a rounded top wall and including a central shaft that is 
joined to said top wall and extends downwardly 
through said central portion and into engagement with 
said base portion, said base portion having a cavity 
formed therein in which a weight is located, the weight 
lowering the center of gravity of said body to such an 
extent that the rounded bottom wall cooperates with 
the weight to retain the body in an upwright position 
regardless .of exterior forces applied thereto, said base 
portion having a central column formed thereon that 
extends upwardly from said bottom wall and that is 
formed with a bore therein, said shaft extending into 
said bore and being secured therein, said column ex 
tending above the uppermost surface of the weight in 
said base portion, a washer inter?tted over said column 
and engaging said weight, said washer having an open 
ing extending therethrough for receiving said shaft 
therein, a shoulder formed on said shaft that engages 
said washer, wherein said washer is urged into positive 
engagement with said weight for retaining the weight in 
the cavity in said base. 

2. A toy article as set forth in claim 1, said base por 
tion, central portion and top portion being individually 
formed and separable from each other, said base por 
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tion engaging said central portion at the lowermost end 
thereof, and the top portion engaging said central por 
tion at the uppermost end thereof, the securement of 
said shaft in said bore as formed in the central column 
of said base portion interlocking said base portion, 
central portion and top portion together as a unit. 

3. A toy article as set forth in claim 1, the bottom 
most end of saidshaft being spaced from the lowermost 
end ofthe bore in said column, wherein a chamber is 
defined ther'ebetween, an aperture extending through 
said bottom wall and communicating with said cham 
ber, said aperture and chamber providing access for a 
flowable adhesive that is introduced therein to fix said 
shaft in the bore of said column. 

4. A toy article as set forth in claim 1, said base por 
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6 
tion being formed with an annular shoulder that defines 
a reduced neck section adjacent to the uppermost end 
thereof, said central portion slidably interfitting over 
said reduced neck section and engaging said annular 
shoulder, wherein the outer surfaces of said base por 
tion and central portion are contiguous. 

5. A toy article as set forth in claim 4, said top por 
tion having a downwardly directed reduced neck sec 
tion that de?nes an annular shoulder, the uppermost 
end of said central portion having an inturned annular 
lip that de?nes an opening through which the reduced 
neck section of said top portion extends, the annular 
shoulder of said top portion being received on the in 
turned annular lip of said central portion. 

* * * * * 


