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[57] ABSTRACT 
A cinch buckle is provided which includes a ring and 
a tongue. The ring is characterized by a body having a 
uniformly oblongish cross-sectional area defining a 
channel radially extending into a portion of the body. 
The tongue is pivotably mounted in the channel in a 

I manner as to be free of projections outside the con 
fines of the channel toward the face of the ring which 
is in contact with the horse’s skin, thereby preventing 
any portion of the tongue from rubbing against the 
belly of the horse. 

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Figures 
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CINCH BUCKLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Good horsemanship requires that the saddle be 
cinched on the horse in as comfortable a manner as 
possible. Improper cinching of ‘the saddle onto the 
horse may cause the horse to become saddlesore, espe 
cially on endurance and long distance trailrides. Prior 
art cinch buckles were characterized by a ring body 
and a tongue looped around a portin of the body. Such 
buckles suffer from at least two major drawbacks: the 
looped end of the tongue causes physical suffering or 
in?ammation to the horse’s skin, and the buckle exerts 
a relatively high~pressure on the belly of the horse. In 
accordance with the present invention, the above 
mentioned and other such drawbacks are eliminated 
from known cinch buckles. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The objects of the present invention are achieved by 
providing a cinch buckle wherein the tongue is pivota 
bly mounted in a radially-extending channel having a 
cross-sectional area which prevents any portion of the 
tongue from projecting outwardly of the buckle when 
in use on the horse, thereby preventing the rupturing or 
bruising of the horse’s skin. Moreover, the body of the 
buckle’s ring has a uniform cross-sectional area such 
that, in use, the pressure exerted by the buckle against 
the horse is spread over an optimally large area for a 
buckle of given weight and size dimensions. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front view in perspective of the improved 
buckle of this invention; ' 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view on line 2--2 in FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but with the buckle 
shown attached to a cinch. 

In the drawings the same reference characters desig 
nate the same parts throughout the ?gures with nu 
meral l0 designating a cinch buckle which comprises 
a ring 12, preferably characterized by a uniform, 
oblongish, cross-sectional area 13. The area 13 is delin 
eated by two inclined, straight segments 14 and 16 
joined by a top apical end 18 and a bottom apical end 
20. Apical end 20 has a curvature which is sustained by 
a larger radius than that of apical end 18. The body of 
ring 12 is preferably made of stainless steel since it is 
much stronger than any readily available non-metallic 
material. 
Extending radially from apex 20 is a channel 21 

which extends sufficiently deep into the body of ring 12 
as to accomodate a cross bar but yet leaves a portion 
22 of the ring’s body intact. A bore 23 is drilled in a 
plane parallel to a plane tangent to point 24 in the 
plane of symmetry. The bore 23 extends from apical 
end 18 up to a point 26 on the other side of channel 21, 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
as shown. ‘ 

A pin 30 snugly ?ts inside bore 23. Rotatably 
mounted on pin 30 is a cross bar or tongue 32. Since 
the pivoted end of tongue 32 pivots within the relative 
ly-enlarged portion of the ring‘s body, no portion of the 
pivoted end will project outwardly of the con?nes of 
the ring body within channel 21, as can be clearly seen 
from FIG. 2. Accordingly, the depth D of tongue 32 is 
not greater than the diameter of the arcuate segment 
20. 

Preferably, tongue 32 has a rectangular cross-section 
and the free end 36 thereof has a portion of the metal 
removed so as to be characterized by a planar surface 
36 followed by a curved surface 42 which ?ts around 
the bottom apical end 20. The free end 36 is tapered 
as at 40 to facilitate its insertion through a hole 50 in 
the saddle strap 52 of a cinch belt, generally designated 
as 54. The other end 56 of cinch belt 54 has a longitudi 
nally-extending cut, so as to allow the cinch belt to be 
come attached to ring 12 on either side of channel 21, 
as shown in FIG. 3. _ 

It will be appreciated that because of the form of 
cross-sectional area 13 as described, the pressure of the 
buckle against the belly of the horse will be exerted 
upon a relatively~wide area having a linear cross 
section as at 14. If the cross-section of ring 12 were cir 
cular, for example, the area of contact between the 
buckle and the belly of the horse would be relatively 
limited to almost apoint contact, which could be seen 
from a cross-sectional view (not shown) similar to FIG. 
2. . 

It will also be appreciated that the cinch buckle of the 
present invention is relatively simple and economical to 
manufacture and is sufficiently rugged to withstand 
long use and even abuse. 
What I claim is: 
1. A buckle for cinching a saddle on a horse, said 

buckle comprising: ' 

a ring metal body having a uniformly-oblongish, 
cross-sectional area characterized by two inclined 
straight segments joined by a top apical end and a 
bottom apical end thereby providing an annular 
?at face in contact with the belly of the horse 
whereby the pressure of the buckle against the 
belly of the horse becomes exerted upon a wide 
area to comfort the horse, 

said body having a substantially-rectangular channel 
extending inwardly and radially into a portion of 
said body; 

a pivot across said channel and extending into said 
body; and 

a cross-bar mounted for rotation on said pivot, the 
pivoted end of said bar being contained entirely 
within the confines of said channel thereby pre 
venting any portion of the cross bar from rubbing 
against the belly of the horse. 

* * * * * 


