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[57] ABSTRACT 
A system for marking both visually interpretable infor 
mation and non-visually interpretable, but machine 
readable information on record bearing members, typ 
ically control tickets used for merchandise identi? 
cation, classi?cation and inventory control. 
The - system employs a marking machine that is 
capable of being controlled from a remote location in 
order to specify what is to be marked upon the tickets, 
as well as such auxiliary .information as the number of 
tickets and the number of parts per ticket. Initially, 
the speci?ed information is advantageously converted 
into electrical code signals that act upon the machine 
and its marking instrumentalities. 
As the tickets are fed through the machine, visually 
interpretable information is imprinted upon each 
ticket at one marking station and non-visually 
interpretable, but machine readable information is 

applied by magnetic recording at another marking 
station. The recorded information illustratively 
appears on one side of each ticket, without causing 
ticket dis?guration; a counterpart of at least a portion 
of that information is imprinted on the other side of 
the ticket. ' 

The printing instrumentalities, desirably print wheels, 
are collectively settable from the remote location. For 
that purpose the print wheels are driven, upon 
command, in one direction of rotation to a re-set 
position. They are subsequently driven in the opposite 
direction of rotation to individual positions which are 
speci?ed from the remote location. 
In the case of magnetic recording, electrical 
interference between regular machine operations and 
the entry of recorded information on the tickets is 
reduced by‘the use of a timing mechanism. .In 
addition, a linkage mechanism is used for the precise 

- positioning of tickets and for controllably moving a 
recording unit into position. The correctness of the 
recorded information is veri?ed at the remote 
location, and, upon a failure of veri?cation, a reject 
marking unit is operated at the machine. 

illustratively, the recording takes place using serial 
signals applied in circular tracks to a coating of 
magnetic material on each ticket. Alternatively, the 
recording signals may be applied in parallel and 
linearly positioned on the coating of each ticket, 
despite non-linear feed, by coordinating the timing of 
the recording with the movement of the tickets. 

Also disclosed is a unit for applying a color mark to 
the tickets, as prescribed at the remote. location. The 
completed tickets are received by a collector which is 
also controllable from the remote location. 

Additionally disclosed are various electronic logic 
networks that are used in the system to facilitate 
remote control of the machine. One of the networks is 
a divider which is set with binary code signals from the 
remote location to specify the number of parts per 
ticket. Where the number of parts is four or less, the 
divider takes the form of a gated two-stage register 
that receives a recurring pulse signal from the 
machine and produces an output in accordance with 
the number of parts desired. Another of the networks 
is a comparator that employs NAND logic for 
controlling the mechanical position of the color mark 
unit in accordance with code signals sent from the 
remote location. 

4 Claims, 36 Drawing Figures 
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