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1 
METHOD OF MAKING A. DECORATIVE ARTICLE 

This invention relates to decorating surfaces, and 
.more particularly to- a method of applying coloring 
matter in the form of a writing or drawing instrument, 
e.g., an ordinary wax-base crayon, to a surface. 

In the description which follows, the writing instru 
ment will be referred to as a crayon. However, it is to 
be understood that the writing instrument may be any 
implement, having the characteristics of a wax-base 
crayon, i.e., the capacity to be rubbed against the sur 
face of a transfer sheet, as hereinafter described, to 
coat the latter with material which adheres to its sur 
face without penetrating through, and‘which releases 
from the transfer sheet surface and is transferred to an 
other surface upon applying a rubbing pressure be 
tween the transfer sheet and the other surface. In addi 
tion to wax-base crayons, implements such as so-called 
grease pencils, and those having a certain type of plas 

. tic or synthetic base have been used successfully. 
Conventionally, crayon coloring is performed by rub~ 

bing a crayon stick directly against the surface to be 
decorated. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
method of applying crayon coloring matter'to a surface 
by transferring the crayon material from a transfer 
sheet to which the crayon material has ?rst been ap 
plied. . , 

Generally speaking, the method of this invention in 
volves rubbing a surface of the transfer sheet with a 
wax~base crayon, placing the crayon-bearing surface of 
the transfer sheet in opposed relation to the surface to 
be decorated, and rubbing either the transfer sheet or 
the rear face of the surface to be decorated to cause 
the crayon to be released from the transfer sheet and 
applied to the surface to be decorated. Transfer of the 
crayon in ‘this way takes place only in the area to which 
the rubbing pressure has been applied. 
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Among the advantages offered by the present inven- I 
tion are the following: 7 

1. There is greater control of application of the 
crayon to the surface to be decorated. Thus, with an or 
dinary crayon stick only relatively thick lines or blocks 
of color can be applied. With the present invention, 
pressure can be applied between the crayon-bearing 
surface of the transfer sheet'and the-surface to be deco-' 
rated, with a pointed tool. In this way, distinct borders 
of crayon colored areas can be achieved, and very thin 
crayon lines can be drawn. 

2. Crayon coloring can rapidly be applied to the sur 
face to be decorated in an unlimited number of pat 
terns. If the transfer sheet is rested on a textured sur 
face while the crayon is appliedto it, application of the 
crayon will be in a pattern conforming to'the texture. 
The crayon is thereafter transferred to the surface to be 
decorated in the same pattern. ' 

3.'Crayon colors can be overlapped on the surface to 
be decorated without having the colors blend into one 
another, as happens when a crayon stick of one color 
is rubbed over crayon material of another color previ-' 
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ously applied to the surface. to be decorated. With'the - 
present transfer method, subsequently applied crayon. 
material lies right ontop of previously applied crayon 
material. I - 

A feature of the invention is the use of a guide sheet 
adapted to be laid over the surface to be decorated, 
bearing an illustration divided into a number of dis 

65 

2 
crete areas. _Each area bears some indicia indicating, 
for example, which color and/or texture should be used 
to color the corresponding area of the ‘surface to be 
decorated. A transfer sheet to which a particular color' 
and/or texture has been applied is placed between the 
guide sheet and surface to be decorated, and the rub 
bing pressure is applied to the particular area of the 
guide sheet corresponding 'to the‘ color and/or texture 
on the transfer sheet. In this way, the user is guided in 
producing a composite illustration of different colors 

' and textures. 

Additionalfeatures and advantages of the invention 
will be apparent from the following description in 
which reference is made to the accompanying draw 
ings. V ' 

In the drawings: ' ' 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the items which may 
be provided to carry out the present method; I 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the applica 

tion of crayon to a transfer sheet; 
FIG; 3 isv a perspective view showing a crayon 

bearing transfer‘sheet being rubbed, through a ‘guide 
sheet, against a sheet to be decorated; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of the sheet 

to be decorated after the transfer of crayon material to 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view on an en 
larged scale, taken along line 5'—5 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view showing 

a crayon being rubbed on a transfer sheet while the lat 
ter rests on a resilient surface; ‘ ‘ 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view showing 
a crayon being'rubbed on a transfer sheet while the lat 
ter rests on a textured surface; and ‘ " " 

FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 4 showing the sheet 
to be decorated after application of textured crayon 
pattern to it. - 

The procedure chosen to illustrate the present inven- ' 
tion may be carried outwith the items shown in FIG. 
1. In the present example, the surface to be decorated 
is the upper face 10 of a piece of relatively vstiff and 
heavy cardboard 11. However, the surface to be deco 
rated can be any surface capable of accepting crayon. 
Overlying the board 11 is a guide sheet 12, preferably 
formed of a transparent material such as acetate. The 
guide sheet- need not necessarily be transparent; it 
could be translucent, such as a' sheet of tracing paper, 
or even opaque. The guide sheet, however, must be 

’ thin ‘enough so that pressure applied to its upper sur 
face is transmitted through to the surface 10 beneath. 

'Guide sheet 12 carries an illustration 13, in the pres- ' 
ent embodiment. a; picture of a ?sh,» at a location 
wherein it can be'seen by the user. The illustration 13 
is divided into several discrete areas, each area bearing 
a numeral, in this case the'nurnerals 1-6 are used. The 
numerals are keyed to a color chart (not shown) or to ' 
numerals on the crayon sticks 14, to indicate to the 
user the suggested color for each area of the picture, 
i.e.-, for each area ofsurface l0 underlying each area of 
the illustration 13. Obviously, indicia other than nu 
merals may be employed to accomplish this purpose. If 
desired, additional encircled numerals, such as the nu 
meral 7 in the area bearing the numeral 3 may be em 
ployed to indicate a second color and/or- texture to be 
applied to the corresponding area of surface 10 after 
the ?rst color is applied thereto. Preferably, means 
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. such as a suitable adhesive along edge 15 secures guide 
sheet 12 to board 11 to maintain registry between the 
two during use. ' ' 

FIG. I also illustrates a number of transfer sheets 18 
which are initially blank, i.e.', bearing no crayon mate 
rial. These sheets may be any sheet material having a 
surface which accepts grease or wax without permitting 
the grease or wax to penetrate through the surface. 
Paper of the type used to wrap butter has been used 
successfully. This is parchment paper provided with a 
grease-resistant surface coating. ' 
A resilient pad 19, such as a thin sheet of foam rub 

ber or foam plastic covered by a smooth plastic layer, 
has been found useful under some circumstances when 
it is desired to apply a solid over-all crayon coloring to 
a transfer sheet. In such a case, the transfer sheet is 
rested on pad '19 (FIG. 6) while a crayon is rubber over 
its surface. Under some conditions, simply resting the 
transfer sheet on a hard smooth surface (FIG. 2) while 
rubbing a crayon over it yields satisfactory results. 
A block 20 having different surface textures is also 

shown in FIG. 1. In the present example, the surface of 
one half 21 of block’ 20 has a window screen texture, 
and the surface ‘of the other half 22 has a pebbled tex 
ture. It will be appreciatedthat if a transfer sheet 18 is 
rested on the surface of block part 21 (FIG. 7) and its 
surface is rubbed with a crayon 14, the crayon material 
‘is'applied to the surface‘ of the transfer sheet in a win 
dow screen pattern. Thus, literally any textured surface 
may be used as a base for supporting a transfer sheet 
:18, while the latter is rubbed by a crayon l4, and the 
crayon material will be applied to the transfer sheet in 
the pattern of the texture of the base. As another exam 
ple, resting a transfer sheet on a piece of leather causes 
the crayon to be applied in the pattern of the leather 
grain. ' . 

A tool 25 having a handle 26 and a rigidfworking end 
27is provided for applying rubbing pressure to transfer 
crayon material, fromthe transfer sheet to the surface 
10. Crayons 14 may be conventional wax-base crayons. 

4 
being rubbed with a crayon, overall ‘rubbing of area 6 
of the guide sheet would have resulted in transfer of 
vcrayon material 32 (FIG. 8) in a pattern. 

In the case of an areasuch as the area bearing nu 
meral 3, a transfer sheet carrying solid or patterned 
crayon material ‘may be‘ used ?rst,‘ and the area 3 
rubbed with tool 25, and thereafter a transfer sheet 
bearing a pattern of ‘crayon material which may be 
identified by .numeral 7, preferably a color different 
from the color used ?rst, is used and the area 3 is 
rubbed again. As a result an overlying pattern of color 
is applied to the ?rst ‘crayon material transferred to sur 
face 10 in the area 3. If desired, the same area 3 can be 
rubbed again with a third transfer sheet bearing yet a 
different pattern and color. As a result of transfers of 
crayon by rubbing‘ of all the areas of illustration 13, a 

. composite picture of a ?sh, made up of-different colors 
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and patterns, is appliedto surface 10. After completion 
of the illustration on surface 10,-guide sheet 12 is re 
moved. _ 

It should bepointed out that the ‘variety of decoration 
applied to a surface to be decorated by the present in 
vention is virtually in?nite. There is a wide choice of 
colors which can be used, and an even wider choice of 
textures. Furthermore, an entire area can be rubbed 

' with a tool, such as tool 25', to transfer all- the crayon 
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In use, a transfer sheet 18 is placed on a flat hard sur- ' ' 

face (FIG. 2) or a resilient surface (FIG. 6), a crayon 
14 of appropriate color is selected, and the surface of 
the ‘transfer sheet 18 is rubbed'to apply a layer of 
crayon material 29 to the surface of the transfer sheet. 
The hard ?atsu'rface or resilient surface are used'when 
a solid area of color is desired on the transfer ‘sheet. If 
a pattern of crayon material 30 (FIG. 7) is desired, the 
transfer sheet is rested on a textured'surface. 
The transfer sheet 18 is then placed between the 

board VII and guide sheet 12 (FIG. 3) with its crayon 
bearing face in opposed relation to the surface 10‘to be 
decorated/One of the areas of the illustration 13 car 
ried-bythe guide sheet l2-is then rubbed by means of 
the tool 25 (see FIGS. 3 and 5). In FIG. 3, the area la 
beled with the numeral 6, and representing one ?n of 
the fish, is shown being rubbed by the rigid end 27 of 
the tool. If the color selection system mentioned above 
is being used, the transfer sheet will have been rubbed 
with a crayon 14 of the color corresponding to numeral ‘ 
6. ‘Rubbing of the guidesheet area 6 with tool 25 ap_ 
plies a rubbing pressure between the surface ~10, and 
the crayon-bearing surface of the transfer sheet, where 
upon the crayon'material 31 (FIG. 4) in the shape of 
a ?sh fin is released from the transfer sheet and applied 
to the surface 10 of board 11. If the transfer sheet had 
been rested on the portion 22 of texture block 20 while 
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material carried by the transfer sheet in that area to the 
‘surface to be decorated, or a pointed tool can be used 
to selectively apply pressure in an area, whereby a de 
sign comprising very thin crayon lines is applied to the 
surface to be decorated. . A 

A modi?ed way of practicing the invention should be 
mentioned, in which the lower face of guide sheet 12 
is the surface to be decorated. Accordingly, a transfer 
sheet 18 is placed beneath the guide sheet with the 
crayon-bearing surface of 'the transfer sheet facing the 
lower face of the guide sheet. In this case, the board 11 
is eliminated, and the lower face of the transfer sheet 
rests on a support surface. When rubbing pressure is 
applied to the upper face of the guide sheet, the crayon 
material 29 or 30 is-transferred to the lower face of the 
guide sheet. If the guide sheet is transparent, the crayon 
can'be viewed through the upper face of the sheet. 

It should also be mentioned that since the crayon ma 
terial is completely released from the transfer sheet 18, 
the sheet can be reused. Thus, the'same transfer sheet 
can be used, at differenttimes, to. transfer different col 
ors and/or different patterns of crayon to the surface to 
be ‘decorated. ' ' _ v 

The invention has been shown and described in pre 
ferred form only, and by way of example, and many 
variations may be made in the invention which will still 
be comprised within its spirit; It is understood, there 
fore, that'the ~invention is not limited to any specific 
form or embodiment except insofar as such limitations 
are included in the appended claims. ' 
What is claimed is: 
l. A method of making a decorative article compris 

ing the steps of 
a. providing an article having a surface to be deco 

rated, , . - . ' I 

b. providinga transfersheet having a surface which 
accepts a wax-like or grease-like coating without 
permitting such coating to penetrate through the 
surface, - _ > 

c. rubbing said surface of the transfer sheet with a 
writing instrument having the characteristics of a 
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wax-base crayon while the transfer sheet rests on a 
textured surface, whereby the crayon-like material 
is applied to the transfer sheet in a pattern con 
forming to that of the textured surface, 

d. placing the crayon-bearing surface of the transfer 
sheet in opposition to-thevsurface to be decorated, 
and 

e. applying a rubbing pressure to an area of said op 
posed surfaces, 

whereby the crayon material carried by the'transfer 
sheet in the rubbed area is transferred to the sur 
face to be decorated in the pattern conforming to 
that of the textured surface. ' 

-2. A method as de?ned in claim 1 wherein the rub 
bing pressure is applied by rubbing the surface of the 
transfer sheet opposite the crayon-bearing surface. 

3. A method as de?ned in claim 1 wherein the article 
is a piece of sheet material, and the rubbing pressure is 
applied by rubbing the surface of the sheet material op 
posite the surface to be decorated. _ 

4. A method as de?ned in claim 1 wherein the rub 
bing pressure is applied by rubbing the transfer sheet or 
the article with a rigid tool. 

5. A method as de?ned in claim 1 including the step 
.of resting the transfer sheet on a resilient base while 
rubbing its surface with the writing instrument. 

6. A method as de?ned in claim 1 including the step 
of transferring crayon-like material from the transfer 
sheet to an area of the surface to be decorated which 
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has previously received crayon-like‘ material from a 
transfer sheet. _ . 

7. A method as de?ned in claim 6 wherein the subse 
quent transfer is of crayon-like material carried by the 
transfer sheetgin a textured pattern. 

8. A method as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said trans 
fer sheet is a paper sheet at least one surface of which 
bears a grease-impenetrable coating. ' 

9. A method as de?ned in claim 1 including the steps 
of ' . ' 

f. providing a guide sheet bearing an illustration hav 
' ing a plurality of discrete areas, ' 

g. placing the transfer sheet between the guide sheet 
and the surface to be decorated with the surface of 
the transfer sheet bearing the crayon-like material 
in contact with the surface to be decorated,‘ and 

h. rubbing the exposed surface of the guide sheet 
within one of the discrete areas, ‘ 

whereby different areas may be rubbed when differ 
ent transfer sheets are used to create a composite 
illustration on the surface to be decorated. 

10. A method as de?ned in claim 9 wherein the guide 
sheet bears indicia in the discrete areas indicating the 
particular type of crayon-bearing transfer sheet to be 
used when each area is rubbed. _ ' 

l l. A method as de?ned in claim 9 wherein the guide 
sheet is transparent. ’ 
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