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[57] ‘ ABSTRACT 

A road barricade includes legs and re?ective panel 
support members hingedly connected together so as to 
be collapsible into a compact con?guration when the 
barricade is not in use, or when knocked over, and 
adapted to lock :1 re?ective panel in a generally verti~ 
cal, depending position when the legs are unfolded to 
an in-use con?guration. ' 

10 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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COLLAPSIBLE ROAD BARRICADE 

Foldable road barricades of several types are well 
, known as devices to warn people of dangerous areas, 
however, recently there has been a considerable 
amount of criticism by users and regulatory agencies 
relative to certain faults which have been noted in ex~ 
isting structures. For example, the re?ective panels 
often are not positioned vertically, whereby they do not 
re?ect maximum light back to the source; the support 
frames are sometimes locked into a rigid structure dur 
ing use, whereby when the ‘barricade is turned over, by 
wind, automobile contact, etc., the legs may danger 
ously project angularly from the ground in the manner 
of spears; the re?ective panels often are mounted on 
the barricade in such a manner that when the road bar 
ricade is knocked over, the re?ective panel is the part 
most subject to marring by ground contact, such mar 
ring reducing re?ecting ef?ciency; the construction of 
the barricades is such that the folded device is awkward 
and/or bulky to store when not in use; and the barri 
cades are unnecessarily expensive to build and main 
tain due to the use of a large number of complex parts. 

The principal objects of the present invention are: to 
provide a road barricade wherein all legs are inter 
changeable so as to decrease manufacturing and main 
tenance costs; to provide such a barricade having leg 
units which incorporate re?ective panel support mem 
bers in a manner whereby, the panel is locked in maxi 
mum reflective position in use; to provide such a barri 
cade which easily collapses to a ?at, compact, safe con~ 
?guration when knocked over or collected for storage; 
to provide such a barricade wherein the re?ective 
panel is relatively protected against marring; and to 
provide sucha barricade construction which is simple 
and inexpensive in construction and yet extremely well 
suited for its intended purpose. . 
Other objects and advantages of this invention will 

become apparent from the following description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings 
wherein are set forth by way of illustration and example 
certain embodiments of the present invention. ' 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a road barricade, em 

bodying this invention, in leg expanded position. 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view through the barricade as 

viewed from the section line 2-—2. 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the ex 

panded barricade illustrating details of the hinged con 
nection between the legs and panel support members. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a barricade collapsed 
for storage. 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the hinged 

connection of FIG. 3, but in folded condition. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
The reference numeral 1 designates broadly a col 

lapsible road barricade embodying this invention. The 
barricade 1 includes legs 2, re?ective panel support 
members 3, a re?ective panel 4 and brace members 5. 
The legs 2 are respectively comprised of structural an 
gle, such as angle iron, having ?anges 7 extending 
transversely to the panel 4, and ?anges 8 extending at 
right angles to the ?anges 7 and inwardly of the barri 
cade. Each leg 2 has an upper end 9 and lower end 10 
respectively formed by diagonal cuts primarily through 
the ?ange 7, the diagonal cuts being at opposed but 
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2 
equal angles relative to a corner edge 12. An aperture 
13 extends through each ?ange 7 adjacent the upper 
and lower ends 9 and 10. Sets of apertures 14 for 
mounting‘the brace members 5 are located in spaced 
apart relation centrally on. each ?ange 8. Thus, legs 2 
are substantially identical and interchangeable in posi 
tion on the barricade structure. - 
The panel support members 3, in this example, also 

are constructed of structural angle and have ?anges l5 
and 16 disposed generally at right angles to one an 
other, the ?anges 15 including a pointed end 18 de 
?ned by intersection upper edges 19 and 20, FIG. 3. 
The ?ange 15 also has an aperture 23 therethrough 
spaced downwardly from the pointed end 18. 

In the structure illustrated, apertures 13 of two legs 
2 are aligned with one another and with a support 
member aperture 23. A suitable fastening device 24, 
such as a hex head bolt and nut, extends through the 
aligned apertures, securing two legs 2 and a support 
member 3 into hinged relation with the ?anges 8 and 
16 extending generally transversely and inwardly of the 
barricade structure. The inside surfaces 26 of the leg 
?anges 8 contact the respective edges 19 and 20 of the 
support member ?anges 15, thereby limiting the 
amount that the legs 2 can be rotated away from each 
other, the included angle of the pointed end 18 determ 
ing the maximum spacing between related leglower 
ends 10. The diagonal cut at the upper end 9 of each 
leg 2 allows the legs 2 to hinge to the maximum ex 
tended position without mutual interference while also 
providing a‘ maximum of area contact between the sur 
faces 26 and respective surfaces 19 and 20 for struc 
tural strength of the hinge arrangement. 
The re?ective panel 4 is an elongate ?at member that. 

has warning indicia on both sides thereof. In the illus 
trated structure, the panel 4 is comprised of an elon 
gate strip 28 of rigid material, opposite faces thereof 
having a re?ective coating thereon, such as a suitable 
adhesive backed plastic sheet 29 designed to comply 
with local and/or federal regulations. In this example, 
the sheets 29 have alternating stripes 30 of highly con 
trasting colors that slope downwardly from’ right to left. 
The panel 4 is also provided with mounting means, 
such as apertures 31, suitable for mounting a blinker 
light 32 thereon. 

~ An assembly consisting of a pair of legs 2 and a panel 
support member 3 is. located in opposed spaced-apart 
relation to a similar assembly and the two are joined by 
the panel 4 and the‘ brace members 5, by suitable fas 
tening means such as rivets 33, to form the barricade 
structure. 

It is apparent from the above described construction 
that the barricade is easily folded between a ?at, leg 
overlapping, easily stored, compact arrangement, FIG. 
4, to an expanded, stable, in-use con?guration, FIG. 1, 
whereupon the panel 4 becomes locked in a vertical 
position for maximum re?ectivity. If the barricade l is 
accidently knocked or blown over, the legs 2 will im 
mediately assume a collapsed condition, thereby avoid 
ing a dangerous upward projection of the free ends 10. 
Also, since the ?anges 8 ‘are positioned frontally of 
both faces of the panel 4, the ?anges 8 will generally 
strike the ground ?rst, helping to prevent marring of 
the re?ective coating. The described construction has 
the further advantages of leg interchangeability and de 
sign simplicity for ease of manufacture and mainte 
nance. 



3 
It is to be understood that while one form of this in 

vention has been illustrated and described, it is not to 
be limited to the speci?c arrangement of parts herein 
described and shown except insofar as such limitations 
are included in the following claims. 
What is claimed and desired to secure by Letters Pa 

tent is: 
l. A collapsible road barricade construction compris 

mg: 
a. four elongate legs having upper and lower ends, 
hinge means connecting respective pairs of said 
legs together near said upper ends forming a pair 
of support units, 

b. a pair of panel members respectively having an 
upper end, said panel member upper end having 
upper edge portions, 

0. one of said panel members being hingedly con 
nected near said panel member upper end to each 
of said support units by said hinge means, said 
upper edge portions being positioned to contact 
unit legs thereby limiting the pivotal freedom of 
said panel member, 

d. said support units being positioned in spaced-apart 
relation, and a re?ective panel secured to said 
panel members and extending between said sup 
port units. 

2. A collapsible road barricade construction compris 
mg: 

a. four elongate angle legs having ?rst and second 
?anges and upper and lower ends, hinge means 
hingedly connecting respective pairs of said legs 
together by said ?rst leg ?anges near said upper 
ends forming a support unit with said second leg 
?anges of each unit extending in the same direction 
from the ?rst leg ?anges, ‘ 

b. a pair of panel members each comprising a length 
of angle having ?rst and second flanges and an 
upper end, one of said ?anges of each panel mem 
ber having upper edge portions at said upper end 
extending at an angle to each other, 

0. one of said panel members being hingedly con 
nected near said panel member upper end by said 
hinge means to each of said units whereby said 
upper edge portions respectively contact said sec 
ond leg flanges of each unit limiting the outward 
rotation of said legs while locking said panel mem 
ber in an intermediate position with respect to said 
legs, the other of 'said panel member ?anges ex 
tending in the direction of said second leg ?anges, 
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4 
d. said support units being spaced apart in opposed 

relation with said second leg ?anges extending 
toward each other, and 

e. a re?ective panel secured at opposite ends to said 
panel members and extending between said units. 

3. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 2 
wherein: 

a. said re?ective panel is secured at said opposite 
ends to the other of said panel member ?anges. 

4. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 2 
including: . 

a. brace members extending between and secured to 
opposed legs of opposed support units. 

5. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 4 
wherein: 

a. said brace members are secured to second leg 
?anges intermediate said leg upper and lower ends. 

6. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 2 
wherein: 

a. said leg upper and lower ends are substantially 
identical in con?guration whereupon said legs are 
interchangeable in position on said barricade con 
struction. 

7. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 2 
wherein: ' ., 

a. said hinge means comprises bolts extending 
through said ?rst leg ?anges and said panel mem 
ber ?anges. 

8. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 2' 

wherein: 
a. said upper edge portions at the upper end of said 
one panel member ?ange extend at an angle to 
each other selected to cause said panel member to 
substantially bisect the angle between the legs of a 
support unit upon maximum diversion of said sup 
port unit legs. 

9. The barricade» construction as set forth in claim 2 
wherein: 

a. said ?rst leg ?anges overlap each other and said 
second leg ?anges at least partially overlap said re 
?ective panel. 

10. The barricade construction as set forth in claim 
2 wherein: 

a. said panel member upper edge portions de?ne a 
“V" shaped end and said second leg ?anges are 
adapted to engage a substantial portion of said “V” 
shaped end upon maximum diversion of said legs. 
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