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I 5 7} ABSTRACT 
A cantilevered arm, having a pair of longitudinally’ 

spaced, opposed C-shaped members attached thereto, 
has ?xed to one end a depending portion and forms 
therewith a rod support member. A mounting bracket, 
attached to an upright support, includes at least one 
plate portion with vertical-slot-forming spacer mem 
bers interspaced between the plate portion and the up 
right support. Bolts having flat heads adapted for 
counter sunk openings extend through the mounting 
bracket assembly, holding it together as well as attach‘ 
ing it to the upright support. When so attached, the 
mounting bracket's slot receives the rod support'mem— 
ber’s depending portion. The spacer members have a 

1 bore therethrough, offset to one side to receive the 
flat head bolts, which bolts form an axis of rotation 
around which the spacer members can be rotated. Se 
lective rotation of the spacer members changes the 
width dimension of the depending portion receiving 
slot. The depending portion may be connected to the 
cantilevered arm by a pivot joint having a locking 
means to selectively lock the two parts at different an 
gles relative each to the other. A clasp means may be 
associated with the ‘rod holding means to provide addi 
tional security against inadvertent displacement of the 
rod therefrom. 

4 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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HOLDER FOR FISHING ROD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to rod holders and more partic 
ularly to improved holders for ?shing rods, which hold 
ers are contemplated for use on upright supports, such 
as boat’s gunwale or the inside of a bridge or pier’s rail 
and the like. Supports of the type in question generally 
have a substantially planar surface to which the rod 
holder is attached and are in frequent, close contact 
with ?shermen and other persons as they lean thereon 
or move thereby. . 

Illustrative of the various known rod holders of the 
type in question are those disclosed in US. Pat. Nos. 
2,287,641; 2,301,885; 2,491,008; 3,159,366; and 
3,444,643. The known rod holders, however, are not 
entirely satisfactory in all respects. Many have compli 
cated parts, are difficult to assemble, operate and main 
tain and, accordingly, are expensive to purchase and 
use. Some are awkward to use, requiring insertion and 
removal of the rod from the front end thereof, away 
from the fisherman, and presenting particular difficul 
ties of removal when a strike has been received on the 
rod. Although attempts have'be‘en made to develop a 
rod holder wherein a rod may be easily inserted and re 
moved, problems still exist with the rod mounted 
therein becoming inadvertently displaced therefrom. 
Also, some of the known rod holders have abrasive rod 
contacting surfaces that, nick, ‘chafe and otherwise 
damage the rod while mounted therein. Finally, a com 
mon and more serious de?ciency with known rod hold 
ers is that most, if not all, have casualty-causing por 
tions thereof projecting away from the surface to which 
they are mounted, which projections inhibit the ?sher 
man’s freedom of movement, particularly in the con 
fined quarters of a boat, and frequently cause snags to 
his clothes and injury to his person. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
With the foregoing in mind, the present invention 

provides an improved apparatus for holding a rod in 
mounted relationship'with an upright support; which 
apparatus is comprised of a relatively small number of 
components and is of a simple, highly compact and du 
rable construction; which may be quickly and easily 
manufactured, installed, adjusted and, if necessary, re 
paired; which has a rod holding means providing for 
easy and quick insertion therein and removal therefrom 
of a rod by a simple twisting motion; which provides a 
simple clasp means for securing against inadvertent dis 
placement of a rod therefrom; which apparatus has a 
protective coating on rod contacting portions thereof 
to avoid damage to the rod mounted therein; and which 
has substantially no casualty-causing projections ex 
tending from the fisherman-contacting side of the up 
right support to snag the ?sherman ’s clothing or equip 
ment, to injure his person or to impede his movement 
particularly when a strike has been received on the 
rod’s fishing line and the ?sherman is required to man 
ually work his line in order to ‘play and land his ?sh. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a mount 
ing bracket assembly is attached, preferably, as an ac 
cessory to the gunwale of a boat, but may also be used 
on the personnel-side of a bridge or pier rail, or the 
like. The bracket could, on the other hand, be built into 
the upright wall as an integral part thereof; however, in 
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2 
the preferred embodiment, a separate assembly at 
tached thereto is considered satisfactory for reasons 
that will become more apparent later. The bracket as~ 
sembly includes a plate portion, a pair of spacer mem 
bers, and fastening means which form, when assem 
bled, a slot to receive a rod support member. The rod 
support member includes a cantilevered arm portion 
having rod holding means attached thereto and ?xed 
to one end thereof a depending portion, which is re 
ceived by the mounting bracket’s slot. The bracket as 
sembly is adapted to form a mounting slot of varying 
width dimensions, thereby holding the rod support 
member therein with different degrees of ?rmness and 
allowing the rod support member to be canted from 
one side or the other relative to vertical with the slot 
adapting thereto. 
Included also in a preferred embodiment of the in 

vention is a rod holding means, forming part of the rod 
support member and comprising a pair of longitudi 
nally spaced, opposed C-shaped members. Upwardly‘ 
extending lip portions substantially eliminate the possi 
bility of the rod’s becoming inadvertently displaced 
therefrom. A clasp means on at least one of the C 
shaped members provides, however, additional security 
against the likelihood of inadvertent displacement of 
the rod therefrom. 

Protective coatings on the rod contacting surfaces of 
the apparatus prevents damage to the rod when in 
contact therewith. The rod support member is provided 
with a pivotal adjustment means in the form of a pivot 
joint connecting the cantilevered arm with the depend 
ing portion to selectively position the cantilevered arm 
portion'and rod positioned therein relative to horizon 
tal. A locking means, comprising a wing nut and bolt 
assembly, holds the cantilevered arm portion in the de 
sired position. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
be in part apparent and in part pointed out hereinafter 
in the following description of an illustrative embodi 
ment thereof, which should be read in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the rod holding appa 

ratus as contemplated by the present invention, show 
ing said apparatus mounted to the port gunwale of a 
boat; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the mounting bracket portion 

of the rod holding apparatus, with hidden portions 
thereof being illustrated in dotted lines; 
FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the mount 

ing bracket portion of FIG. 2;‘ 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the apparatus as 

shown in FIG. 1, illustrating one feature of the present 
invention permitting alignment of the rod support por 
tion of said apparatus relative to vertical; 
FIGS. 5 and 6 are both perspective views of the appa 

ratus, in part, as shown in FIG. 4,‘ illustrating respec 
tively a clasp member in a ?rst, open position and a sec 
ond, closed position; 
FIG. 7 is an exploded, plan view, in part of a hinged 

joint as contemplated for use in the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a modified embodi 
ment of FIG. I, mounted this time to the starboard gun 
wale of a boat and illustrating therewith the hinged 
joint of FIG. 7; and - 
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FIG. 9 is a transverse section view taken on the line 
9—9 in FIG. 4, with a rod in phantom lines, shown 
mounted therein. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The rod holding apparatus 10 show in FIG. 1 includes 
a rod support member 20, itself supported by a mount 
ing bracket 30. The mounting bracket 30 is attached 
to a vertical support, which may be the upright wall of 
a boat, such as the port gunwale 12, for example, and 
is positioned at or adjacent to the upper horizontal 
edge 14 thereof. When attached to the gunwale, tran 
son or other upright portion of a boat, the bracket 30 
may be permanently secured thereto as an accessory, 
and, for reasons that will become more obvious later, 
will not present an impediment to the movement of 
persons in the boat or otherwise interfere with the 
boat’s safe operation when so attached. Other struc 
tures, however, such as the upright rail of a bridge or 
pier are equally suitable for attachment of the bracket 
30 thereto, the upright wall portion of a boat being se 
lected merely for purposes of description. A rod hold 
ing means provided on the rod support member 20 is 
adapted to hold a rod R, illustrated by the phantom 
lines in FIG. 1, and avoids, substantially, the existence 
of rearwardly protruding members that would interfere 
with the fisherman’s movement or endanger his cloth 
ing, equipment or person. 
The mounting bracket 30 (FIGS. 2 and 3) includes 

an outer plate portion 32, generally rectangular in 
shape and having a pair of longitudinally positioned, 
countersunk openings 38 therein. Fastening means 
such as, for example, bolts 37, having a ?at heat 
adapted for countersunk openings, extend through the 
openings 38 and into mating openings (not shown) in 
the gunwale 12, fastening the plate 32 thereto. Prefera 
bly, the openings in the gunwale 12 are tapped to re 
ceive the bolts 37 therein; however, a nut and bolt as 
sembly may be employed where tapped holes of the 
proper dimensions cannot be easily provided. In the ex 
ample, the plate portion 32 is fabricated from 3/16 
inch aluminum alloy stock suitable for marine use and 
is 2-X4- inches. 
A‘pair of spacer members 34 are sandwiched be 

tween the outer plate portion 32 and the gunwale 12, 
forming a slot 39 therebetween (FIG. 2). Also, an inner 
plate portion 36 having mating openings 38A therein 
may be included as part of the mounting bracket 30 to 
protect the mounting surface from scratches or other 
damage caused by inserting the rod support member 20 
therein and removing it therefrom. The spacer mem 
bers 34, each have a hole 35, slightly larger than the 
openings 38 and eccentrically mating therewith (see 
FIG. 2) to permit passage of a bolt 37 therethrough. 
Each' bolt 37 forms an axis of rotation around which its 
respective spacer member 34 can be rotated, and by 
selective rotation of one or both of the spacer mem 
bers, the width dimension X (FIG. 2) of the slot 39 may 
be increased or decreased. In the example, the spacer 
members are each l5/l6X2 inches, with a 1A-inch 
thickness, while the inner plate 36 has dimensions cor 
responding to the outer plate 32, except for its thick 
ness which is substantially less than that of plate 32. 
The rod support member 20 includes a cantilevered 

arm portion 22 having an outer or loaded end 23 and 
an inner or unloaded end 24. At the unloaded end 24 
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is a depending portion 29. In the example, a .2-inch 
wide strip of 3/16-inch aluminum alloy stock, approxi 
mately 12 inches long is bent ‘transversely at a point ap 
proximately 4 inches from one end to a 90° angle, form 
ing, thereby, the cantilevered arm portion having a 
length of (approximately 8 inches with the depending 
portion 29 extending downwardly approximately 4 
inches therefrom. The depending portion 29 is inserted 
into the slot 39 and supported therein with the cantilev 
ered arm portion 22 extending outwardly over the gun 
wale’s horizontal edge 14 with substantially no portion 
of the apparatus extending rearwardly into the boat. 
A rod holding means is provided on the cantilevered 

arm portion 22, and, in the example illustrated herein, 
consists of a pair of longitudinally spaced, opposed C 
shaped members 26, 26A. Each of the members 
26-26A are shaped like a ring having a section re 
moved therefrom to leave an opening of sufficient di 
mensions to accomodate a rod handle’s diameter. In 
the example, a 2-inch ring having a section removed 
therefrom to leave a l1/4-inch opening has proven to 
be satisfactory. The C-shaped members 26, 26A are se 
cured to the cantilevered arm 22 by any suitable 
means, such asby welding or the like, and may be se 
cured directly thereto (see FIG. 1) or spaced there 
above by an upstanding lug member 46 (see FIG. 5) 
thereby permitting the apparatus to accomodate rods 
of different shapes and designs. Each of the members 
26, 26A terminate at the respective opening therein 
with an overhanging lip portion 27 and immediately 
thereunder an upstanding lip portion 28 (FIG. 9). 
When the upstanding lip portion 28 extends through an 
arc A from vertical of at least 45° (FIG. 9) and the 
overhanging lip portion 27 extends downwardly 
through a corresponding arc of approximately 45°, 
inadvertent displacement of the rod therefrom is re 
duced substantially, while insertion therein and re 
moval therefrom of the rod may still be accomplished 
easily by a simple twisting action. 
A movable retaining means such as clasp member 50 

(see FIG. 5 and 6), for example, comprising a tubular 
sleeve having a curvature corresponding to that of the 
member 26A and inner dimensions to telescopically fit 
onto said member 26A, forms a means for closing the 
opening between lips 27, 28. The clasp member 50 has 
a first, open position (see FIG. 5) wherein it is slid onto 
the member 26A and presents no interference to pas 
sage of the rod R through the opening de?ned by the 
lips 27, 28. For additional security against the inadver 
tent displacement of a rod from the rod holding means, 
as heretofore described, such as might be desired when 
a lone ?sherman is tending several rods, the clasp mem 
ber 50 is telescopically moved to a second, closed posi 
tion (see FIG. 6), thereby forming with the member 
26A a closed ring. 

In an alternate embodiment, the rod holding appara 
tus 10A (FIGS. 7 and.8) is fabricated with a hinged 
joint 40 interconnecting the cantilevered arm portion 
22 with the depending portion 29. Sections of tubing 
are secured to the above mentioned portions forming 
thereby the two plates of a hinge'(FIG. 7). With the two 
plates positioned together in mating, hinged relation 
ship a pin 41 is inserted therethrough with a tip of the 
pin 41, which has been threaded, extending outwardly 
a sufficient distance to receive a wingnut 42 thereon. 
A friction washer 43 is inserted on the pin 41 before the 
wing nut 42 is threaded thereon, with additional fric 
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tion washers (not shown) between the interfacing sur 
faces of the hinge forming tubing for additional locking 
strength. When aluminum alloy is used for fabrication 
of the apparatus 10A as described herein, better results 
are believed to be realized by constructing the hinged 
joint 40 slightly wider than the interconnecting canti 
levered arm 22 and depending portion 29. In the exam 
ple, the hinged joint 40 extends approximately one 
fourth inch beyond each side of the interconnecting 
portions (see FIG. 7). r 

OPERATION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 1 illustrates the rod holding apparatus 10 in 
mounted position on the port gunwale 12 of a boat. As 
the boat moves forward for trolling, tension on the 
rod’s line tends to bias the rod R against the closed 
sides of the C-shaped members 26, 26A. A rod support 
member having oppositely facing members 26, 26A 
would be used on the starboard gunwale (see FIG. 8). 

The depending portion 29 slips into the slot 39 
formed by assembly of the mounting bracket 30. The 
thickness dimension of slot 39 is slightly larger than the 
corresponding dimension of depending portion 29, and 
with selective spacing of the spacer bar 34, the depend 
ing portion 29 will slip into and out of the slot 39 very 
easily, yet being supported ‘sufficiently therein so that 
the support member is held securely in position. By 
partially unscrewing the ?at head bolt 37 before insert 
ing the depending portion 29 into the slot 29, the 
spacer bars 34 can be selectively positioned to securely 
grip the depending portion 29 upon retightening of the 
bolts 37. Normally, however, the preferred dimensions 
for the slot 39 would allow for a snug but slidable ?tting 
of the depending portion 29 therein, whereby the rod 
support member 20 is quickly inserted and removed as 
desired. 
At times when the boat is moving forward, as when 

trolling, the bow sometimes has a tendency to become , 
elevated higher than the stern. On such occasions, the 
rod holding apparatus 10 tilts with the boat gunwale 
upon which it is mounted and leaves a true vertical atti 
tude which increases the likelihood of a rod becoming 
inadvertently displaced therefrom. Also, the rod itself 
is held at an attitude relative to vertical that is not en 
tirely satisfactory. To correct this condition the spacer 
bars 34 are merely selectively rotated after having loos 
ened the bolts 37, so that the width of the slot 39 is in~ 
creased. The rod support member 20 is then canted to 
one side or the other for vertical alignment (see FIG. 
4), causing the spacer bars 34 to rotate about their re 
spective bolts 37, thereby forming a slot having width 
dimensions to suitably support said rod support mem 
her in its vertically aligned position. , 

Finally, using the alternate embodiment of the inven 
tion illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, the attitude relative to 
horizontal, of the rod R supported therein can be 
changed as desired by merely loosening the wing nut 
42, positioning the cantilevered arm 22 at the desired 
position and retightening the wing nut 42 to lock the 
arm 22 in said position. Accordingly, the height of the 
rod’s t-ip can be lowered for or raised for still?shing as 
desired. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been speci?cally shown and described, this was for pur 
poses of illustration only, and not for purposes of limi 
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tation, the’ scope of the invention being in accordance 
with the following claims. 
That which is claimed is: 
1. Apparatus for holding a rod in mounted relation 

ship with a vertical support, said support having a sub 
stantially planar surface thereon and terminating with 

' an upper edge, said apparatus comprising in combina 
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tion: 
a. a mounting bracket attached to the substantially 
planar surface of said vertical support and posi 
tioned adjacent to the upper‘ edge thereof, said 
mounting bracket being substantially flush with 
said planar surface and free from casualty-causing 
projections extending therefrom; and 

b. a support member for holding said rod, which sup 
port member includes: 
i. a cantilevered arm portion; 
ii. a pair of opposed C-shaped members longitudi 

nally spaced on said cantilevered arm portion to 
removably receive one endjof ‘said rod with the 
other end thereof extending outwardly from one 
end of said cantilevered arm portion; 

iii. a movable restraining meansto selectively close 
and open at least one of said] C-shaped members 
and prevent, when closed, inadvertent displace 
ment of said rod therefrom; and 

iv. a depending portion ?xed to the other end of 
said cantilevered arm portion and removably re 
ceived by said mounting bracket, ‘ 

whereby said support member is held in mounted rela~ 
tionship with said vertical support. , 

2. Apparatus of claim 1, wherein said movable re 
straining means is a telescoping clasp member. 

3. Apparatus of claim 1, wherein said mounting 
bracket includes: 7 

g a. an outer plate portion being substantially parallel 
to the substantially planar ‘surface of said vertical 
support and adjacent to the upper edge thereof: 

b. a pair of spacer members having a thickness di 
mension at least equal to the corresponding thick 
ness dimension of said depending portion, said 
spacer members being interspaced between said 
outer plate portion and said vertical support and 
spaced apart from each other to form with said 
outer plate portion‘ and the substantially planar sur 
face of said vertical support a vertical slot to re 
movably receive said depending portion; and 

c. fastening means to secure said outer plate portion 
and said spacer members to said vertical support. 

4. Apparatus of claim 3, wherein said fastening 
means are rod shaped members, said outer plate por 
tion has a pair of longitudinally spaced holes there 
through, each of said holes receiving said rod shaped 
fastening members to fasten said outer plate portion to 
said vertical support, and each of said spacer members 
each has a hole therethrough, which hole is larger in di 
ameter than the longitudinally spaced holes in said 
outer plate portion and eccentric thereto when said 
spacer members are in assembled relationship with said 
outer plate portion, each said rod shaped member 
floatably securing one said spacer member between 
said outer plate portion and said vertical support and 
forming an axis of rotation around which its respective 
spacer member can be rotated, whereby the width di 
mension of said depending portion-receiving slot is in~ 
creased and decreased by selectively rotating said 
spacer members about said axis of rotation before in 
serting said depending portion therebetween. 

* * a= a: at: 


