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[5 7 ] ABSTRACT 
An article of luggage which can be carried by handles, 
in the manner of a satchel, or may be carried on the 
back, in the manner of a knapsack or back-pack. An 
enclosed receptacle of ?exible material has substan 
tially flat front and rear faces and a zipper-type clo 
sure extending more than halfway around the recep 
tacle. Handle members‘ of generally inverted U-shape 
are attached at their ends to the front and rear faces 
near the bottom of the receptacle. The handle mem 
bers are made of ?exible, ?at web material stiffened at 
their midportion and are slidably held in desired posi 

‘ tion by sections of ?exible ?at web material sewn to 
the respective faces‘ of the receptacle a spaced dis 
tance above the points of attachment of the handle 
membersito the receptacle. In use, the article is car 
ried by grasping the stiffened central portions, which . 
pulls the ?exible ?at web material up through the re 
taining webs, or the ?exible flat webs of the handle 
members are pulled outwardly and the arms of the 
user are inserted between the pulled out portion and 
the corresponding face of the receptacle. Adjustment 
buckles are provided for selectively lengthening and 
shortening the handle members to accommodate dif 
ferent size arms. 

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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CONVERTIBLE SATCI-IEL AND KNAPSACK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a CONVERTIBLE 
SATCHEL AND KNAPSACK adapted to be carried in 
the hand in a manner of a conventional suitcase or va 

lise, or carried upon the back in the manner of a knap 
sack. ‘ 

Previous convertible devices of this type have utilized 
separate handles, for carrying as a satchel, and shoul 
der straps, for carrying as a knapsack. Many of these 
have gone to considerable lengths to conceal the straps 
when .the bag is being used as a satchel. Generally 
speaking, the prior devices have either made the straps 
detachable, so they can be carried inside the bag, or 
have provided a separate compartment in the bag into 
which the straps may be retracted, as exempli?ed in my 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,622,056, issued Nov. 23, 1971 and enti 
tled Convertible Satchel. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The convertible satchel and knapsack of the present 
invention is adapted for carrying either as a satchel or 
as a knapsack without attaching or detaching any por 
tion thereof and without requiring opening or closing 
of any portion of they bag. To make this possible, the 
handle members are made of ?exible ?at web material 
and are mounted on the bag in such manner that the 
bag is readily convertible merely by pulling on selected 
portions of the handle members. Thus, the handle 
members remain visible in both modes of use and con 
tribute a novel and attractive appearance. 
A primary object of the. present invention, therefore, 

is to provide an article of luggage suitable for carrying 
in the hand or on the back of the user and in which the 
carrying straps are part of the handle members and the 
entire handle members are displayed as part of the ap 
pearance of the article. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a con 

vertible article of luggage of the character described 
which is formed and proportioned for easy and conve 
nient carrying in the hand of the user and also for easy 
and convenient carrying on the back of th user as a 
knapsack. 
Further objects and advantages of the invention will 

be apparent as the speci?cation progresses and the new 
and useful features of the convertible satchel will'be 
more fully defined in the claims attached hereto. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The preferred forms of the invention are illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing forming a part of this 
speci?cation, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a side perspective view of a convertible arti 

cle luggage constructed in accordance with the present ‘ 
invention, with the parts of the article being shown in 
operative position for carrying by hand; and 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of a modi?ed form 

of the convertible article of luggage of FIG. 1. 
‘While only the preferred forms of the invention are 

shown, it should be understood that various changes or 
modi?cations may be made within the scope of the 
claims attached hereto without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. ' 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawing in greater detail, the con 
vertible article of luggage of the present invention basi- ' 
cally includes an enclosed receptacle 1 1 of ?exible ma 
terial, such as heavy fabric, having substantially flat 
front and rear faces 12 and 13, an elongated reclosable 
separation 14 formed in the receptacle 11 between and 
generally parallel to the faces 12 and 13 for providing 
access to the interior of the receptacle, a pair of handle 
members 16 and 17 of substantially inverted U-shape 
and‘having leg portions 18 and 19 formed of ?exible 
?at web material, attaching means 21 and 22 securing 
the ends of the leg portions 18 and 19 to the faces 12 
and 13, and staple means 23 mounted on the faces 12 
and 13 in spaced relation to the attaching means 21 
and 22 and‘formed‘for slidably receiving and retaining 
the leg portions 18 and 19, whereby‘ the receptacle 11 
may be selectively carried as a satchel by the handle 
members 16 and 17, or as a backpack or knapsack by 
inserting the arms of the user between one of the faces 
12 and 13, and the associated leg portions 18 and 19, 
between the staple means 23 and the attaching means 
21 and 22. 

Preferably, and as here shown, the handle members 
16 and 17 at formed of continuous strips of ?exible, ?at 
web material, such as the ebbing conventionally used 
on backpacks and knapsacks. For ease in carrying the 
article in the hand, the handle members 16 and 17 are 
stiffened between the leg portions 18 and 19. Prefera 
bly, this stiffening is accomplished by folding the web 
bing longitudinally and securing it in the folded condi 
tion‘, as by sewing. Further stiffening of the handle 
members is also provided by a ‘member 24 of relatively 
stiffer material attached to the folded‘ portion of the 
handle members. 
The reclosable separation preferably extends more 

than half way around the receptacle 11 in order to per 
mit the receptacle to open up wide for easy and conve 
nient access to the interior. As here shown, the reclos 
able separation 14 comprises an interlocking tooth 
slide fastener of the type commonly known as a “zip 
per." 
As may best be seen in FIG. 1, the receptacle 11 in 

cludes front and rear walls, providing the faces 12 and 
13, secured to and upstanding from a generally flat bot- ‘ 
tom 26. A web 27 of relatively ?exible material con 
nects the edges of the front and rear walls and cooper 
ates therewith, and with bottom 26, to de?ne the en 
closed receptacle 11. i 

As shown in FIG. 1, the attaching means 21 and 22 
consist of rivets securing the lower ends of the leg por 
tions 18 and 19 to'the wall 12 in laterally spaced rela 
tion and adjacent to the bottom 26. Handle members 
17, on the opposite side of the bag, is of similar con: 
struction. ‘ 

In FIG. 1, the staple means 23 comprises short seg 
ments of webbing, similar to the webbing used in han 
dle members 16 and 17, with these segments being riv~ 
eted to the walls 12 and 13 in vertically spaced relation 
above the rivets 21 and 22. The leg portions 18 and 19 
pass loosely between the staple means 23 and the cor- ‘ 
responding wall so the handles may be pulled up to the 
position shown in solid lines in FIG. 1, for carrying in 
the hand, or may be pulled outwardly to the position 
illustrated in dotted lines, so the arms of the user can 
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be inserted between the leg portions 18 and 19 and the 
corresponding wall 12. Thus, conversion of the article 
of luggage between the satchel mode of carrying and 
the knapsack mode of carrying is easily and quickly ac 
complished merely by pulling upwardly or downwardly 
on the leg portions 18 and 19. 
Two basic types of suspension are commonly em 

ployed to support backpacks on the backs of the user. 
In one type, the shoulder engaging straps are spaced 
apart and are parallel. This provides a two point sus 
pension of the object being carried. In the other basic 
form of suspension, the shoulder engaging straps angle 
inwardly from the lower end and come together, or 
nearly together at the upper end. This provides essen 
tially a one point suspension overlying the spine of the 
user just below the neck. 
The form of the invention illustrated in FIG. 2 of the 

drawings utilizes the essentially one point suspension 
concept. As there shown, the staple means 123 provide 
guides for the leg portions 118 and 119 which are 
spaced more closely together than the attaching means 
121 and 122. The handle member 116 is preferably 
stiffened as at 124 and the receptacle 111 can be made 
somewhat triangular in shape to conform generally to 
the arrangement of the leg portions 118 and 1 19. In ei 
ther form of the invention, adjustment buckles 128 and 
129 are provided in the leg portions so the latter may 
be lengthened or shortened to accommodate the arms 
and shoulders of the particular user. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the convert 

ible article of luggage of the present invention provides 
a novel and attractive structure which may readily be 
converted between a satchel mode, for carrying in the 
hand, and a knapsack mode, for carrying on the back 
and shoulders, merely by moving a pair of straps up 
wardly or downwardly through guide means. 

I claim: 
1. An article of luggage, comprising 
an enclosed receptacle of ?exible material having 

substantially ?at front and rear faces, 
an elongated reclosable separation formed in said re 
ceptacle between and generally parallel to said 
faces for providing access to the interior thereof, 

a pair of handle members of substantially inverted U 
shape with one of said handle members bein lo 
cated completely on said front face and the other 
of said handle members being located completely 
on said rear face and having leg portions formed of 
?exible ?at web material with the bight of each of 
said pair of handle members of substantially in 
verted U-shape forming a handle for hand carrying, 

?rst attaching means for ?xedly securing the ends of 
said leg portions of one of said pair of handle mem 
bers to said front face, 

second attaching means for ?xedly securing the ends 
of said leg portions of the other of said pair of han 
dle members to saidrear face, and 

staple means on said front face formed in spaced re 
lation to and above said ?rst attaching means for 
slidably receiving and retaining separately said leg 
portions of one of said pair of handle members, 
said staple means being located at least approxi 
mately one~eighth of the vertical dimension of the 
face downwardly from the top, 

whereby the article may be selectively carried as a 
satchel by said handle members or as a backpack 
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4 
by inserting the arms between said front face and 
the associated leg portions between said staple 
means and said ?rst attaching means. 

2. An article of luggage as described in claim 1 and 
wherein said pair of handle members are each stiffened 
between the associated leg portions so as to restrain lat 
eral movement of said handle members when said arti 
cle is in use as a backpack. . 

3. An article of luggage as described in claim 2 and 
wherein said handle members are stiffened by folding 
longitudinally and securing said ?exible ?at web mate 
rial. 

4. An article of luggage as described in claim 3 and 
wherein said handle members are further stiffened by 
a member of relatively stiffer material attached to the 
folded portion of said handle members. 

5. An article of luggage as described in claim 1 and 
wherein said reclosable separation comprises an inter 
locking tooth slide fastener extending more than 
halfway around said receptacle. 

6. An article of luggage as described in claim 1 and 
further providing adjusting means provided on said leg 
portions secured by said ?rst attaching means for selec 
tively increasing and decreasing the length of each of 
said leg portions secured to said ?at front faces. 

7. A convertible satchel and backpack, comprising 
a body portion of relatively ?exible material provid 

ing substantially ?at front and rear walls secured to 
and upstanding from a generally ?at bottom, 

a web of relatively ?exible material connecting the 
edges of said front and rear walls to de?ne an en 
closed receptacle, 

a reclosable separation formed in said web to provide 
access to the interior of said receptacle, 

a pair of handle members of generally inverted U 
shape, with each of said handle members having its 
lower ends ?xedly attached in laterally spaced rela 
tion to one of said walls adjacent to said bottom, 
with one of said handle members being located 
completely on said front wall and the other handle _ 
member located completely on said rear wall and 
with the bight of each of said pair of handle mem 
bers of substantially inverted U-shape forming a 
handle for hand carrying, 

at least the vertical portions of said handle members 
being of ?exible ?at web material, 

and means secured to one of said walls in vertically 
spaced relation above said lower ends of the asso 
ciated handle member, said means being located at 
least approximately one-eigth of the vertical di 
mension of said wall downwardly from the top and 
formed for slidably securing the associated handle 
member to said wall whereby the article may be se 
lectively carried by said handle members as a 
satchel and by inserting the arms between said ver 
tical portions ofsaid handle members and said wall 
for carrying the article as a backpack. 

8. A convertible satchel and backpack as described 
in claim 7 and wherein said reclosable separation com 
prises an interlocking tooth slide fastener extending 
more than halfway around said receptacle, and adjust 
ment buckles are provided on said vertical portions of 
said handle members for selective lengthening and 
shortening thereof so as to accommodate different size 
arms. 

* * * * * 


