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[57] ABSTRACT 
A pair of complemental ?exible and resilient arms 
have interlocking outer end portions that grip a wire 
and have mounting inner end portions that are coop. 
eratively clamped onto a supporting post by an inter 
locking engagement between the portions of the arms 
intermediate such end portions so that the arms ex 
tend laterally in side by side unitary relationship from 
the post to support the wire in a horizontal position 
spaced away from the post. ‘ 

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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UNIT FOR ATTACHING ELECTRIC FENCE WIRE 
TO A SUPPORTING POST 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention . 

.The present invention generally appertains to new 
and novel improvements in' devices for supporting arti 
cles of a strand-like nature, such as wires, and espe 
cially relates to a new and novel device for attaching 
electric fence wires to supporting posts in the erection 
of a fence. . 

2. State of the Art 7 

Various types of devices have been devised for con 
structing a fence, especially one of an electrical nature, 
wherein electrically conductive wires are attached by 
insulator units to fence posts, which are usually of a 
metallic nature. - ' . 

ln'themain, such devices do an excellent job in sup 
porting the'. wires and mounting them in a spaced away 
supportive manner on the fence posts. But the primary 
difficulty with'known devices resides in the'time con 
sumed and labor expended in the erection of fences 
using such devices, for such known devices require the 
use of fasteners, either to attach the supporting insula 
tive devices to the wires or to attach such devices to the 
posts. And also, such devices require a certain degree 
of skill in their assembly. ' 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Thus, a 'primary object of the present invention is tov 

provide a wire supporting unit that can be attached in 
g a supporting manner to anelectric wire and then at 

tached in a clamping manner onto a post without the 
use of any fasteners or tools and with a minimum ex 
penditure of labor and within a short span of time. 

. While the’ unit is especially designed for electric 
fence wires, it can be appreciated that it can be used for 
supporting any type of fence wire and attaching such 
wire onto a supporting post. . 

In essence, the unit comprises a pair of cooperating 
arms whiehhave outer interlocking end portions that 
grippingly engage a wire and which have clamping 
inner end portions'that are clamped onto opposite sides 
of a fence post by a self-interlocking arrangement pro 
vided on the portion of the arms intermediate the outer 
and inner end portions. Such intermediate interlocking 
arrangement serves to urge the inner end portions to 
gether with the arms being constructed from an inher 
ently resilient and ?exible material. In the instance of _ 
electrical fence wires, such material would also be of a 
non-conductive nature. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a perspective showing ofa pair of wire sup 
porting units constructed in accordance with the pres 
ent invention and showing such units in use for attach 
ing an electric wire to supporting posts. 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of one of 

the wire supporting units and is taken substantially on 
line 2—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective showing of the wire attaching ‘ 

unit in attachment to a different type of supporting 
post. ' ' 

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view taken 
substantially on line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
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FIG. 5 is a side elevational view depicting the manner 
in which the arms of the unit are clamped to a support 
ing post after grippingly engaging a wire. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now more particularly to the drawing, the 
wire supporting and attaching units 10 are provided for 
securing and attaching an electric fence wire 12 to steel 
supporting posts, such as the T-shaped posts 14 of FIG. 
1 or the round rod type post 14a of FIGS. 3 and 4. ,. 

In the preferred environment, the attaching units I0 
are provided to attach the electric fence‘wire 12 to a 
steel fence post of any type, for example, such as the 
posts I4 or 14a of FIGS. 1 and 3.vHow“ever, the units 
10 can be used for attaching an electrical wire or any 
type of wire, such as barbed wire, to any type of fence 
posts, such as those fabricated from engineering plas 
tics, wood or other material. 

In the preferred environment, each, unit '10 is com 
posed'of a pair of side by side complemental arms 16 
and 18, which are formed of vnon-conductive material, 
having regard to the electrical nature of the wire '12. In 
their unitary relationship the arm 16 may bev considered 
the upper arm while the arm 18 may be designated as 
the lower arm. This is from a‘standpoint of erection or 
assembly, as shown in FIG. 5, since in their erected uni 
tar'y wire supporting assemblage of FIGS. 1 or 3, the 
arms are in a side by side‘ coplanar relationship. The 
arms are mirror images in_a upside down reversed ar 
rangement, as will be apparent from a consideration of 

. FIG. 5. . ' 
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Regardless of the environmental usage, the arms 16 
and 18 are formed from an‘ inherently flexibleand resil 
ient materiaL'Generic to any environment would be the 
fabrication of the arms from plastics materials of a ?ex 
ible, inherent resilient and preferably non-conductive 
nature. Such materials as polyethylene or thermoplas 
tics, like polystyrene, would be usable. Or natural or 
arti?cial rubber would be usable. ' 

As best shown in FIG. 5, the arms 16 and 18 are pro 
vided with outer end portions 20 and 22 which have 
mating notches 24 and 26. In this respect, the upper 
arm 16 has a straight bottom edge 28_ which is comple 
mental to the straight top edge 30 of the lower arm 18. 
The arm 16 has a straight top edge 32 and the notch 24 
is formed therethrough perpendicularly into the outer 
end portion 22 of the arm 16. The arm 18 has a straight 

- bottom edge 34 with the notch 26 being formed there 
through perpendicularly into the 
of the arm. . ' 

As can be best appreciated'from a consideration of 
FIG. 5, the arms 16 and 18 cooperate as the unit 10. 
And in so cooperating the arm 16 may be considered 
as the upper arm of the unit while the arm 18 may be 
considered as the lower arm. In such cooperation, the 
outer end portions 20 and 22 have their identical 
notches 24 and 26 in an interlocking relationship with 
respect to each other and in gripping engagement of 
the wire 12. In such a manner, the wire is gripped by 
the interlocking outer end portions 20 and 22 of the 
complemental arms 16 and 18 of each of the units 10. 

outer end portion 20 

The arm 16 is provided with an inner end portion 36 
which has an anchoring or mounting ?ange 38 inte 
grally provided thereon with the ?ange being of an an 
gular or semi-circular cross-sectional con?guration and 
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- having portions that project above and below the top 
and bottom edges of the arm. In a similar fashion, the 
end portion 40 of the arm 18 has an anchoring or 
mounting ?ange 42- which is complemental to the 
?ange 38._The ?anges 38 and 42 are of similar shape 
and size and are adapted to engage diametrically oppo- ' 
site edges of the front ?ange of the T-shaped post 14 
or diametrically opposite side portions of the four rod 
type post 14a. ‘ 

While the anchoring ?anges 38 and 42 may be pro 
vided with apertures 44 for the reception of anchoring 
screws (not shown) in the instance where such anchor 
ing ?anges may be mounted on wood or similar mate 
rial, preferably an interlocking means 46 is provided on 
the arms 16 and 18 intermediate their inner and outer 

I end portions'whereby the anchoring ?anges are biased 
into a clamping relation on a supporting post. 
The interlocking means 46 is preferably of an integral 

' nature with respect to the bottom edge 28 of the arm 
16 and the cooperating top edge 30 of the arm 18. 
Thus, as Shown in FIGS. 1 and 3 and as can best be ap 
preciated from FIG. 5, such means 46 includes a pair 
of narrow slots 48 and 50 formed transversely of the 
longitudinal axis of the arm 16 and extending perpen 
dicularly through the edge 28 in a lengthwise spaced 

. apart arrangement. A similar and complemental pair of 
I I‘ , slots 52 and 54 is formed in the arm 18-and extend n0r-_ 

mal to . the longitudinal axis thereof. The slots pass 
"through the edge 30. The forward slots 48 and 52 are 
adapted to interengage while the rearward slots 50 and 
54'are similarly adapted. The slots are of such a depth 
that in their interlocking 0r interengaging relationship 
the top edge 30 of the arm 18 becomes coplanar with 
the top edge 32 of the arm 16, as shown in FIGS. v1 and 
3 . 

The slots on each arm provide, in their interengaging 
relationship, the proper tension on the inner end por 
tions 36 and 40 of the arms so as to bias the anchoring 
flanges 38 and 42 into clamping relation on the oppo 
site sides of a post. The two slots on each unit provide 
the proper tension for clamping the ?anges on the regu 
lar T-type fence post 14 of FIG. 1 as well as on the steel 
rod type post 14a of FIG. 3; In use with some types of 
posts, only the forward pair of slots 48 and 52 need be 

- _ interengaged. And, on the other hand, the slots 50 and 
54 may be used, without the forward pair- of slots, in 
fastening‘ the unit on other type posts. _ 

In use, the interlocking outer end portions 20 and 22 
of the arms grip ‘the wire 12 and then the arms are 
?exed apart so as to dispose the anchoring ?anges 38 
and 42 on opposite sides of a post. The arms are in the 
relative spread apart position as shown in FIG. 5. 
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4 
And from such’ position, the arm 16 is swung down 

wardly and the arm 18 is swung upwardly about the 
wire 12 as a pivot axis with the slots 48 and 52 and/or 
50 and 54 being interengaged so as to tightly clamp the 
?anges on the post. In its erected position,‘ the unit 10 
will extend laterally from the post in a horizontal plane 
and will dispose the wire 12 spaced far enough away 
from the posts to eliminate any shorting out thereof. In 
this respect, the length'of the unit is preferably from 6 
to 8 inches. ' 

As can be appreciated, the unit is simple and easy to 
fasten on any type of post and it can be erected to ei 
ther side of any post without the use of any tools or fas 
teners. 

While the preferred embodiment of the present in 
vention has been shown in the drawing and described 
herein, it is to be understood that‘such is merely exem 
plary in nature and that the invention is only to be lim 
ited by the scope and spirit of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: - > v ' 

1. A unit for attaching a fence wire to an erected 
fence post comprising a' pair of complementary inher 
ently resilient and ?exible substantially ?at arms, said 
arms being adapted to be disposed in a side by side 
complemental relationship in lateral projection from a 
fence post and having outer end portions having inter 
locking .notches within which a strand of wire is 
adaptedto be disposed, said arms having cooperating 
inner end portions adapted to clampingly engage oppo 
site portions of a post and means carried by said arms 

. intermediate said end portions for urging said inner end 
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portions into clamping engagement of the post. 
2. The invention of claim 1 wherein said arms are 

formed from material of a non-conductive nature. 
3. The invention of claim 1 wherein said inner end 

portions have anchoring ?anges. I 
4. The invention of claim 1 wherein said urging 

means is formed integral by with the arms. 
5. The invention of claim 1 wherein said urging 

means includes the provision of interlocking slots in co 
operating edges of the arms. . 

6. The invention of claim 1 wherein one arm has a 
lower edge and the other arm has an upper edge, said 
edges being provided with slots that pass therethrough 
and are disposed normal of the arms with said slots 
being interlocking. ' 

7. The invention of claim 6 wherein said one arm also 
has an upper edge and the other arm also has a lower 
edge and the slots being of a depth so that when they 
are interlocked the upper edges of the arms are copla 
nar and the lower edges of the arms are also coplanar. 

. * *- * * ‘ * ' 


