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[57 1 ' ABSTRACT 

An improved universal coupler is provided, whereby a 
plurality of different cake decorating icing tubes may 
be selectively attached to an icing decorating cone, 
without the need to empty the cone when one tube is 
replaced by another. The coupler of the invention in 
cludes a tubular element and which has a threaded 
end which protrudes through a hole in the bottom of 
the cone when the coupler is placed in the cone. The 
larger sized icing decorating tubes may be selectively 
attached to the tubular element by means of an appro 
priate nut, as will be described. The coupler also in 
cludes a smaller tubular element which may be at 
tached to the larger element in order that the smaller 
sized icing decorating tubes may be selectively cou 
pled to the icing cone. A ring and/or a further nut is 
also provided which enables intermediate sized'icing 
decorating tubes to be attached to the ?rst-mentioned 
tubular element. 

1 Claim, 7 Drawing Figures 
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UNIVERSAL COUPLER FOR CAKE ICING 
DECORATING TUBES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It has long been the practice in the cake icing deco 
rating art to form decorative borders around the cake 
by means of a flexible cone which is ?lled with icing, 
and by a hollow nozzle-like decorating tube which ?ts 
into the cone and which protrudes through a hole in the 
bottom of the cone. Then, as the cone is squeezed dur 
ing the decorating operation, the icing is caused to be 
extruded through the tube with a selected shape, as de 
termined by the size and con?guration of the aperture 
at the end of the tube. 
A large number of icing decorating tubes are avail 

able in different sizes and shapes, corresponding to dif 
ferent border designs and sizes as may be desired for 
any particular cake. The usual practice in the art is to 
insert a selected tube into the icing cone, and then to 
squeeze the icing through the tube in order to carry out 
the decorating operation. However, with such an ar 
rangement, the tube cannot be changed until the icing 
has ?rst been emptied from the cone, at which time a 
new tube can be inserted into the cone to protrude 
through the hole in the bottom of the cone. This factor 
has rendered the usual prior art type of icing cone com 
bination restricted in many cases, and especially where 
elaborate designs are desired, and which require the 
use of several different tubes. 
The problem outlined in the preceding paragraph has 
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been partially solved in the prior art by the provision of 
a coupler assembly, by which a tubular coupling ele 
ment, rather than the icing tube itself, is inserted into 
the cone, and a threaded portion of the tubular cou 
pling element protrudes through the hole in the bottom 
of the cone. The icing tube is then attached to the pro 
truding portion of the tubular element, by means of an 
appropriate nut. With such an arrangement, a variety 
of different sized decorating tubes may be coupled to 
the tubular element, without the need ?rst to empty the 
icing from the bag. 
As stated above, the arrangement described in the 

preceding paragraph only partially solves the problem. 
This is because with such a tubular element, there is 
only a limited range of different sized decorating tubes 
which may be attached thereto. At present, there are 
a large number of decorating tubes on the market, and 
these tubes vary in sizes, for example, from a base 
width of 17 millimeters to a base width of 27 millime 
ters and greater. The purpose of the present invention 
is to provide a universal coupler which can accommo 
date the entire range of different sized decorating 
tubes, thus permitting any desired size of decorating 
tube to be selectively attached to the aforesaid tubular 
element at will, and without the need for removing the 
icing from the icing cone. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 shows a ?exible icing cone, and a coupler at 
tached to the lower end of the cone which may be con 
structed to incorporate the concepts of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side section taken substantially along the 
line 2~2 of FIG. 1, and showing the various compo 
nents of the coupler of FIG. 1; 
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2 
FIG. 3 is a side section, like FIG. 2,'and showing the 

coupler of FIG. 1, but with a different nut element from 
that shown in FIG. 2; ‘ 

FIG. 4 is an exploded representation showing a fur 
ther coupling element and nut which are included in 
the coupler of the invention, together with a typical 
decorating tube; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an annular ring ele 
ment which also may be included in the assembly of the 
invention; 
FIG. 6 is a side section showing the coupler of the in 

vention in another aspect in which the annular element 
of FIG. 5 is included in the assembly; and 
FIG. 7 is a side section showing the coupler assembly 

in yet another aspect in which the coupler elements of 
FIG. 4 are included in the assembly. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATED 
EMBODIMENT - 

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a ?exible icing cone 10 
is provided which may 'be ?lled with icing, and a tubu 
lar element 12 is inserted into the bag and has a 
threaded lower end protruding out‘through a hole in 
the bottom of the bag. The tubular element 12, in the 
illustrated embodiment, has a truncated conical con?g 
uration. A nut 13 is provided, so that decorating icing 
tubes 14 of different sizes may be selectively attached 
to the lower end of the tubular element 12. In the as 
pect of the invention shown in FIG. 2, ‘for example, rel‘ 
atively large sized decorating tubes 14 having a base 
width in a range, for example, of 22-28 millimeters 
may be selectively attached to the lower end of the tu 
bular element 12. The base of the decorating tube in 
FIG. 2 extends up over the lower end of the tubular ele 
ment 12 in a telescopic relationship, and it is held in 
place by the nut 13. 
For a slightly smaller range of decorating tubes 14, 

having a base width, for example, in a range of from 
20-23millimeters, the nut 13 is replaced by a nut 18, 
the nut 18 having a smaller diameter at its lower end. 
These latter tubes have an insufficient base width to ex 
tend telescopically over the end of the tubular element 
12 and, instead, are held in abutting relationship 
against the end of the tubular element by the nut ‘l8,'as‘ 
shown in FIG. 3. v ' ' ' 

It will be appreciated, of course, that the tube base 
dimensions given above, and others which will be given 
subsequently herein, are merely for purposes of expla 
nation, and are not intended to limit the invention in 
any way. 
A smaller tubular coupling element 26, as shown in 

FIG. 4, may also be provided. The tubular element 26 
has the same general con?guration as the tubular ele 
ment 12, but is of smaller size. A nut 30 is provided 
which may be threaded to the lower end of the tubular 
element 26. Also, a ring 22, as shown in FIG. 5, may be 
provided. 
Instead of replacing the nut 13 by the nut 18 as de 

scribed in conjunction with FIG. 3, the ring 22 may be 
placed into the nut 13, so as to adapt the nut 13 to sup 
port slightly smaller tubes, for example, in the 20-23 , 
millimeter range, in much the same manner as the nut 
18. 
For the smaller tubes, having a base width, for exam 

ple, of the order of 17 millimeters, the tubular element 
26, as shown in FIG. 7 is attached to the coupling ele 
ment 12 by means of the nut 18, and the smaller sized 
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decorating tubes are supported on the tubular element 
26, for example, by the nut 30, as shown in FIG. 7. 
The invention provides, therefore, an improved cou 

pler assembly which has universal application, since it 
provides for the attachment of a wide variety of differ 
ent sized decorating tubes to the ?exible icing cone 10. 
It is clear that the di?‘erent decorating tubes can be’ 
changed at will, and without the need to empty the 
cone l0, merely by removing the annular nut 13, 18 or 
30, as the case may be, and by attaching a selected 
sized tube to the ‘tubular element 12, as described 
above.‘ 
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While a particular embodiment of the invention has 7 
been shown and described, modi?cations may be 
made. It is intended in the following claims to cover all 
modi?cations which come within the spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A coupler assembly for selectively coupling icing 

decorating tubes of different sizes to a ?exible icing 
cone, said cone having a hole in the lower end thereof, 
said assembly including: a first downwardly tapered tu 
bular member having external threads on a ?rst lower 
end thereof and con?gured to be inserted into said 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
cone with said ?rst lower end protruding through said 
hole; a ?rst nut member having internal threads for re 
movable engagement with the external threads of said 
?rst tubular member and including ?rst bottom edge 
means of a ?rst predetermined diameter for holding 
large size decorating tubes against said ?rst lower end 
of said ?rst tubular member; a second downwardly ta 
pered tubular member shaped and of a size to be re 
ceived in said ?rst nut member and to be held by said 
?rst bottom edge means against said ?rst tubular mem 
ber in axial alignment therewith and with a second 
lower end having a lesser diameter than said ?rst lower 
end and protruding through said ?rst nut member when 
said ?rst nut member is threaded onto said ?rst tubular 
member; and a second nut member having internal 
threads for removable engagement with external 
threads of the protruding end of said second tubular 
member including second bottom edge means of a sec 
ond predetermined diameter less than said ?rst prede 
termined diameter for holding small size decorating 
tubes against said second lower end of said second tu 
bular member. 

* * * * * 
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