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[57] ABSTRACT 
An occupant restraint system for a vehicle body in 
cludes a manifold provided by an elongated shallow 
trough having ?anged walls which de?ne an’opening 
in general alignment with an elongated opening in the 
upper portion of the instrument panel adjacent the 
windshield. An oval-shape slotted diffuser seats on the 
base wall of the trough and is bolted through the 
trough to brackets on the cowl structure of the body 
to mount the trough and diffuser in place. One end of 
the diffuser is closed and the other end communicates 

with a source of pressure ?uid such as a pressure ves 

sel or gas generator. An occupant restraint cushion is 
of T cross section and includes an elongated tapered 
umbilical portion having one open side thereof receiv 
ing the opening of the trough and secured to the 
?anged walls thereof. An elongated pillow portion of 
the cushion communicates with the other open side of 
the umbilical portion and extends transversely of the 
umbilical portion. The pillow portion extends periph 
erally beyond the umbilical portion on all sides. When 
the cushion is in stored position, it is rolled upon itself 
and received within the trough. A cover for the open~ 
ing in the instrument panel has ?anges releasably 
clamped between the ?anged walls of the trough and 
the upper portion of the instrument panel. One or 
more valves in the walls of the trough close openings 
which communicate with the interior of the vehicle or 
with ambient atmosphere. The trough brackets, addi 
tional brackets from the cowl structure, and tie bars 
support a lower knee panel which extends transversely 
of the vehicle underneath the instrument panel. The 
knee panel includes a perforated steel base covered 
with semi-rigid resilient material and an outer decora 
tive covering. 

When the source of pressure ?uid is communicated 
with the diffuser, the diffuser expands from oval shape 
toward a round shape and relocates the slots during 
such change in shape. The pressure ?uid ?ows from 
the diffuser into the trough and then into the cushion 
to in?ate the cushion. The umbilical portion is 
projected rearwardly and generally upwardly of the 
body through the opening in the upper portion of the 
instrument panel and is located between the 
windshield and such upper portion. The pillow portion 
is erected generally vertically of the body rearwardly 
of the frontal portion of the instrument panel and of 
the steering wheel. The tapered umbilical portion 
locates the pillow portion angularly of the frontal 
portion of the instrument panel so that its right-hand 
side is located adjacent the right-hand side of the 
frontal portion of the instrument panel and its 
left-hand side clears the steering wheel. 

5 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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l 
OCCUPANT RESTRAINT SYSTEM 

This invention relates generally to vehicle body occu 
pant restraint systems and more particularly to such a 
system which includes a cushion deployed from the 
upper portion of a vehicle body instrument panel for 
engagement by the torsos and heads of the driver and 
other front seat occupants, and an energy absorbing 
knee panel for engagement by the knees of such occu 
pants to properly position the occupants for engage 
ment with the cushion. 
Vehicle body occupant restraint cushions which are 

deployed from the instrument panel are known in the 
art. Such cushions may be deployed upwardly from the 
upper portion of the instrument panel over the wind 
shield, or may be deployed rearwardly of the body from 
the lip or frontal portion of the instrument panel. It is 
also known to project cushions rearwardly of the body 
and over the steering wheel as well as to mount re 
straint cushions within the hub of the steering wheel. 

In the system of this invention, the occupant restraint 
cushion is generally of T shape and includes an elon 
gated tapered umbilical portion and an elongated pil 
low portion extending transversely of the umbilical por 
tion. The one open side of the umbilical portion is re 
ceived within an opening in the upper portion of the in 
strument panel and mounted to the body within the 
opening for communication with a source of pressure 
fluid. The instrument panel opening is located adjacent 
the juncture of the instrument panel and the wind 
shield. The umbilical portion extends rearwardly of the 
upper portion of the instrument panel between the 
upper portion and the windshield. The other side of the 
umbilical portion is angular to the one side to taper this 
portion transversely of the body. An elongated pillow 
portion of the cushion extends transversely of the um 
bilical portion rearwardly of the frontal portion of the 
instrument panel and of the steering wheel. Due to the 
tapered shape of the umbilical portion, the pillow por~ 
tion is located angularly of the body and of the instru 
ment panel. This permits the pillow portion to be lo 
cated immediately adjacent to the instrument panel on 
the right-hand side of the body as well as immediately 
adjacent to the steering wheel on the left-hand side of 
the body. The pillow portion extends peripherally be 
yond the umbilical portion on all sides thereof so as to 
extend between the front doors of the vehicle, up to the 
header ofthe vehicle and generally down to the abdom 
inal area of the front seat occupants. The cushion is 
stored within the upper portion of the instrument panel 
below the opening therein, and a cover closes the in 
strument panel opening and provides a continuation of 
the upper surface of the instrument panel. Preferably, 
the cushion is rolled downwardly when stored, al 
though it can be folded. 
The instrument panel includes a lower portion or 

knee panel which is located for engagement by the 
knees of the front seat occupants to control movement 
of such occupants relative to the front seat and aid in 
properly positioning the occupants with respect to the 
pillow portion of the cushion. 
One object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved vehicle body occupant restraint system having 
a cushion of generally T-shape which includes an elon 
gated umbilical portion adapted to be mounted on a 
transverse structural portion of the vehicle body and 
communicated with a source of pressure ?uid, and a 
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2 
pillow portion extending transversely of the umbilical 
portion and between the structural portion and seated 
vehicle occupants. Another object-of this invention is 
to provide such a cushion wherein the umbilical por 
tion is tapered longitudinally thereof to locate the pil 
low portion angularly to the structural portion of the 
body. 
A further object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved vehicle body occupant restraint system having 
a cushion of generally T shape which includes an elon 
gated umbilical portion adapted to be mounted within 
the upper portion of the instrument panel of the body 
adjacent the lower edge of the windshield and project 
ing rearwardly of the body between such upper portion 
and the windshield, and a pillow portion extending 
transversely of the umbilical portion and peripherally 
therebeyond rearwardly of the frontal portion of the 
instrument panel and the steering wheel for engage 
ment by front seat occupants. Yet another object of 
this invention is to provide an improved vehicle body 
occupant restraint system which'includes an occupant 
engageable cushion portion located intermediate the 
front seat occupants and both the frontal portionof the 
vehicle body instrument panel and the steering wheel 
thereof, the cushion portion being located angularly of 
the body transversely thereof and above a knee panel 
engageable by the knees of the front seat occupants to 
limit movement of such occupants forwardly of the 
body and‘properly position such occupants for engage 
ment of the heads and torsos thereof with the cushion 
portion. 
These and other objects of the invention‘willbe read 

ily apparent from the following specification and draw 
ings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a partial‘perspective view of a vehicle body 

embodying an occupant restraint system according to 
this invention, with the cushion being shown unin 
flated; 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing the cushion 
inflated; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 isa view taken generally along the plane indi 

cated by line 4—4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 1- but with parts re 

moved to show the details of the manifold, diffuser, and 
bracket structure; 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken generally 

along the plane indicated by line 6-6 of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged'sectional view taken generally 

along line 7—7 of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the in?ated cushion 

removed from the body. 
Referring now particularly to FIGS. 1 and 3 of the 

drawings, a vehicle body designated generally 10 in 
cludes a conventional windshield 12 which is conven 
tionally curved transversely of the body. The lower 
edge of the windshield is conventionally secured‘to the 
?rewall or cowl structure 14 of the body and the side 
edges and upper edge of the windshield are likewise re 
spectively secured to the front door or A pillars 1610f 
the body, and tothe windshield header, not shown. 
An instrument panel 18 of conventional structure in 

cludes an upper panel portion 20 and a frontal portion 
22. The frontal portion includes suitable provisions for 
housing the instruments 24 of the vehicle which‘ are 
conventionally grouped around the steering wheel 26' 
of the vehicle. 



An inverted generally U-shaped bracket '28 of chan 
. nel cross section has its forward leg welded to the cowl 
structure 14 and its rear leg welded to the rear leg of 
a conventional channel cross section tie bar 30 which 
extends transversely of the body and has its ends con 
ventionally secured to the hinge pillar portions, not 
shown, of pillars 16 by end brackets 32. A cross 
bracket 34 extends between the legs of the bracket 28 
and a channel cross section offset bracket 36 has its 
forward upper end welded to the forward leg of bracket 
28 and its rear lower end welded to the rear leg of a 
channel cross section tie bar 38 which extends trans 
versely of the body and has its ends conventionally se 
curedv to the hinge pillar portions, not shown, of the pil 
lars 16 by end brackets 40. An inverted U-shaped 
bracket 42 of channel cross section has its forward leg 
welded to the cowl structure 14 and its rear leg welded 
to the rear leg of tie bar 30. A generally L-shaped 
bracket 44 of channel cross section has its shorter leg 
welded to the cowl structure 14 and its longer leg ex 
tending rearwardly of the body. As shown in FIGS. 3 
and 5, an upwardly opening trough or manifold 46 in 
cludes a base wall 48, a pair of diverging angularly re 
lated side walls 50, each of which is ?anged at 52, and 
a pair of end walls 54, each of which is flanged at 56. 
The base wall 48 of the manifold seats on the base legs 
of the brackets 28 and 42 and the longer leg of bracket 
44 to thereby locate the manifold within the instrument 
panel 18. The manifold opens upwardly through a gen 
erally coextensive opening 58 in the portion 20 of the 
instrument panel. The opening 58 is de?ned by an 
opening in the metal‘base 60 of the instrument panel, 
the foam pad 62 covering the portion 20, and is gener 
ally of rectangular shape. The outer decorative cover 

9 ing 64 of the foam pad 62 is wrapped over the foam pad 
and secured to the base 60 inwardly of the opening as 
shown in FIG. 3. Although the manifold 46 is shown as 
having a planar base wall 48, it should be noted that it 
may be slightly curved transversely of the vehicle body, 
longitudinally of the vehicle body, or both. 
The forward side wall 50 of the manifold includes 

three spaced rectangular openings 66, one of which is 
shown in FIG. 3. A valve member 68 of spring steel has 
one end riveted to the wall 50 at 70 to one side ofa re 
spective opening 66 and is de?ectable outwardly of the 
opening or forwardly of the body to provide a reed-type 
valve as will be further described. A bellows 72 has one 
flanged end 74 conventionally secured to the wall 50 
aroundeach opening 66 and the other ?anged end 76 
conventionally secured to the cowl structure 14 around 
an opening, not shown, either through the cowl struc 
ture to the engine compartment of the vehicle, or to the 
plenum of the vehicle which may be formed as part of 
the cowl structure to communicate the manifold with 
the ambient atmosphere. Alternatively, the openings 
66 and valve members 68 may be provided in either the 
base wall 48 of the manifold or the other wall 50 to 
communicate the manifold with the interior of the 
body. 
A diffuser 78, FIGS. 1, 3 and 5, seats on the base wall 

48 of the manifold. The diffuser is generally of ?at 
tened oval shape and includes a plurality of groups of 
slots 80, FIG. 5. As shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the diffuser 
includes sections 82 and 84 having further ?attened in 
terfitting ends 86 which are bolted at 88 to each other 
and to the base leg of the bracket 42 through a slot in 
the base wall 48 of the manifold. Other bolts 90, FIG. 
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4 
7, having their flattened heads secured to‘ the diffuser 
extend through slots in the base wall 48 and are bolted 
to the base leg of the bracket 28 and the long leg of the 
bracket 44. The bolts 88 and 90 thus mount the diffuser 
78 and manifold on the body. 
The diffuser 78 extends the full length of the mani 

fold and has its circular cross section right-hand end 
portion 92 extending outwardly through the right-hand 
side wall 54 for communication with a pressure vessel 
or gas generator 94 which is housed within the side wall 
structure of the body forwardly of the pillar 16. The gas 
generator provides a source of pressure ?uid which is 
released upon command to the diffuser. The signal for 
release may be conventionally obtained in a number of 
different manners through suitable inertial and/or de 
formation sensors as is well known in the art. 
The left-hand end of the diffuser is closed by an oval 

wall, not shown, which is releasably secured to the left 
hand wall 54 of manifold 46. The diffuser 78 is thus an 
chored along its length so that it cannot twist or sinu 
ously deform when it receives pressure ?uid from the 
gas generator 94 but can only expand vertically toward 
a circular shape, as will be explained. 
Referring now particularly to FIGS. 2, 4 and 8, an oc 

cupant restraint cushion designated generally 96 in 
cludes a pillow portion 98 and an umbilical portion 
100. The pillow portion 96 is of generally elongated 
cross section and includes forward and rearward walls 
102 and 104, respectively. The pillow portion may be 
conveniently formed by folding a sheet of suitable ma 
terial upon itself to provide an envelope and then 
stitching this envelope at its side edges to provide the 
side edges of the pillow portion and at its end edges to 
provide either the lower edge of the pillow portion as 
shown in FIG. 8, or the upper edge thereof. The enve 
lope is further stitched intermediate its side edges at 
106 to thereby provide the pillow portion with three in 
?atable compartments which do not cross communi 
cate with each other. 7 

The umbilical portion 100 may likewise be formed by 
folding a sheet of material upon itself to provide an en 
velope. The end edges of the envelope may be stitched 
to each other to provide the left-hand side edge of the 
umbilical portion as shown in FIG. 8. One of the open 
side edges of the umbilical portion is suitably secured 
to the rear wall 104 of the pillow portion around open 
ings therein so that the umbilical portion communi 
cates with the pillow portion. The umbilical portion is 
further transversely stitched intermediate its side edges 
at 108 in alignment with stitching 106 so that it likewise 
is divided into three compartments which communi 
cate with respective compartments of the pillow por 
tion. Both the umbilical portion and pillow portion may 
be conveniently formed of neoprene-coated dacron 
material which is substantially nonporous. It can be 
seen from FIG. 8 that the pillow portion extends pe 
ripherally beyond the umbilical portion on all side 
thereof. 
The other open side edge 110 of the umbilical por 

tion is received over the ?anges 52 of the side walls 50 
and the flanges 56 of the end walls 54 of the manifold 
and suitably secured thereto such as by clips 112 to 
communicate the cushion with the diffuser 78 through 
the manifold 46. 
When the cushion 96 is uninflated, those portions of 

the pillow portion which extend peripherally beyond 
the sides of the umbilical portion are folded over the 
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pillow portion, the pillow portion folded downwardly 
under the umbilical portion, the cushion rolled down 
wardly upon itself, and the roll then placed in the mani 
fold 46 as shown in FIG. 3. 
A cover 114 for the opening 58 may be conveniently 

formed of a foam pad 116, FIG. 3, which is received 
within the opening and seats on ?anges 52 and 56. The 
foam pad is covered by decorative material or covering 
1 18 which is the same as the covering 64. The covering 
118 extends peripherally beyond the pad 116 and the 
?anges 120 thereof are clamped between the base 60 
and the clips 112 to removably secure the cover 114 in 
place. 
When the gas generator 94 receives a suitable signal 

and is ignited, the pressure ?uid ?ow from the gas gen 
erator to the diffuser 78. The ?uid expands the diffuser 
from its oval shape as shown in FIG. 3 to a generally 
circular shape as indicated in dash lines therein. The 
diffuser will only assume this generally circular shape 
between its right-hand and its inter?tting ends 86 and 
likewise between these inter?tting ends and its left 
hand end wall. As the diffuser assumes this shape, it can 
be seen with reference to FIG. 3 that the slots 80 are 
relocated so that they assume the proper position to di 
rect the ?ow of pressure ?uid from the diffuser gener 
ally rearwardly and upwardly of the body, between the 
upper portion 20 of the instrument panel and the wind 
shield 12, rather than directing the ?ow generally up 
wardly of the body toward the windshield as they would 
if they were not relocated. 
As the pressure ?uid escapes from the slots 80, it par 

tially in?ates and unrolls the rolled cushion 96 up 
wardly and rearwardly of the body against the rear por 
tion of the cover 114. The rear and side ?anges 120 of 
the cover are pulled out from between the metal base 
60 of the upper portion of the instrument panel and the 
clips 112 so that the cover swings forwardly of the body 
about its forward ?ange 120 to its position shown in 
FIG. 2. The cushion 96 then begins to unroll along the 
upper portion of the instrument panel, between the 
windshield and this portion as the umbilical portion be 
comes fully in?ated by the pressure ?uid and extends 
beyond the frontal portion 22 of the instrument panel 
as shown in FIG. 4. When the umbilical portion is sub 
stantially fully in?ated, the pillow portion then be 
comes in?ated and is erected generally vertically of the 
body rearwardly of the frontal portion 22 of the instru 
ment panel and rearwardly of the steering wheel 26. 

It will be noted with reference to FIG. 4 that the um 
bilical portion is tapered longitudinally thereof and 
transversely of the body, the edge of this portion se 
cured to the pillow portion being angular to the open 
edge 110 which is secured to the manifold. This taper 
ing of the umbilical portion locates the pillow portion 
angularly of the body, transversely thereof, so that the 
right-hand side of the pillow portion is located adjacent 
the right-hand side of the frontal portion 22 of the in 
strument panel, while the left-hand side thereof is lo 
cated adjacent the steering wheel 26. 
The pillow portion 98 extends generally upwardly to 

the windshield header of the body, generally down 
wardly over the frontal portion 22 of the instrument 
panel, and generally sidewardly to the doors 122 of the 
body as shown in FIG. 4. The pillow portion is thus 
erected in a position intermediate the front seat occu 
pants and the windshield, the instrument panel, the pi] 
lars l6, and steering wheel 26 for engagement by the 
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6 
heads and upper torsos of such occupants. The pillow 
portion 98 extends peripherally beyond the umbilical 
portion as previously noted with reference to FIGS. 4 
and 7 so as to cover the aforenoted interior areas and 
components of the body. The extent of the umbilical 
portion transversely of the body is limited by the curva 
ture of the windshield 12 since the manifold 46 is lo 
cated well forward of the upper portion of the instru 
ment panel and adjacent the lower edge of the wind 
shield. The manifold is located immediately rearwardly 
of the defroster outlets 124, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 
3, and these limit its forward location. 
With reference to FIGS. 1, 3 and 5, a knee panel 126 

extends transversely of the body below the frontal por 
tion 22 of the instrument panel. This knee panel 126 
includes a metal base 128 which may be suitably slotted 
or perforated, as is well known, and covered with 
crushable foam material 130. An outer decorative cov 
ering 132, which may be the same as the coverings 64 
and 118, covers the foam material. The upper portion 
of the knee panel generally follows the contour of the 
lower edge portion of the frontal portion 22 of the in 
strument panel. 
A strap bracket 133 of generally D shape has its free 

ends secured at 134 to the rear leg of the tie bar 30. 
The bracket 132 is further secured at 136 to the base 
wall of the tie bar 38. The securement 136 also extends 
through the lower edge portion 137 of the knee panel 
126, while the upper edge portion 138 of the knee 
panel and the lower edge portion 139 of the frontal 
portion 22 of the instrument panel are secured to each 
other and to the base of the tie bar 30 generally at 140. 
The curved portion of bracket 133 backs up the base 
128. 
An inverted U bracket 141 of channel cross section 

has its forward leg welded to an offset bracket 142 of 
channel cross section having a leg 143 welded to the 
cowl structure 14. The forward leg of the bracket 141 
is secured at 144 to the rear leg of the tie bar 30, and 
this securement also secures the upper end of a strap 
bracket 146 to the tie bar. The lower bent end of the 
strap bracket 146, the rearward end of the bracket 142, 
the lower edge portion 137 of the knee panel and the 
base wall of tie bar 38 are secured to each other at 148. 
The upper edge portion 138 of the knee panel, the 
lower edge portion 139 of the frontal portion 22 and 
the base wall of the tie bar 30 are further secured to 
each other at 150. As best shown in FIG. 5, a U bracket 
152 straddles the steering column and has its ?anged 
legs secured to the base wall of tie bar 38 and its bight 
portion secured to the lower edge 137 of the knee 
panel. The upper edge portion 138 of the knee panel 
is further secured to the lower edge portion 139 of 
frontal portion 22 and to tie bar 30 above bracket 152. 

The frontal portion 154 of the right-hand side of the 
knee panel 126 is angled with respect to the frontal sur 
faces of the knees of the right and center front seat oc~ 
cupants. As these occupants move or slide forwardly 
relative to the seat and the vehicle upon impact of the 
vehicle with an obstacle, the upper and lower leg por 
tions of the occupants bend or fold relative to each 
other and the frontal surfaces of the knees of such oc 
cupants engage the frontal portion 154 of the knee 
panel. This engagement and continued forward move 
ment of the occupants crushes the foam material 130 
and deforms the base 128 to absorb part of the kinetic 



7 
energy of the occupants as well as apply a compressive 
load along the femurs of the upper leg portions of such 
occupants. It thus prevents movement of such occu 
pants off the front seat cushion and aids in locating the 
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Thus, this invention provides an improved vehicle 
body occupant restraint system. 
We claim: 
1. The combination comprising, a vehicle body hav 

upper torsos and heads of such occupants for engage- 5 ing an instrument panel including a generally trans 
ment with the pillow portion of the cushion. The foam 
material 130 may be of any suitable type capable of ab 
sorbing part of the energy of impact of the occupants’ 
knees with the panel such that the compressive loading 
of his femurs is maintained'within predetermined lim 
its. It should also be noted that when the material 130 
is engaged by the occupants’ knees, it deforms and pro 
vides pockets which limit movement of the occupants’ 
knees longitudinally thereof or transversely of the ve 
hicle. . 

Since the cushion 96 is formed of nonporous mate 
rial, the openings 66 in the forward wall of the manifold 
46 and the valves 68 provide a pressure relief means 
whenever the pressure in the manifold cushion exceeds 
a predetermined limit due to occupant impact there 
with or to excess pressure ?uid being available over 
that required to in?ate the cushion. The valve members 
68 de?ect forwardly of the openings 66 to permit the 
escape of pressure ?uid from such openings through 
the bellows 72 and thence to the ambient atmosphere. 
if the openings 66 and valve members 68 communicate 
with the interior of the passenger compartment, the 
pressure ?uid will, of course, pass thereto rather than 
to the ambient atmosphere. The pressure relief means 
also provides the cushion with secondary collision ca 
pability since the valve members 68 only open when 
the pressure within the cushion exceeds the predeter 
mined limit and then close immediately. This is a fea 
ture which cannot be obtained from systems using 
blowout patches or various types of continuous bleed 
orifices. 

It will be noted from the foregoing description that 
this invention provides a generally T-shaped cushion 
wherein the pillow portion of the cushion is in?ated 
froman umbilical portion and is erected or positioned 
generally angularly of the instrument panel so as to be 
located between the front seat occupants and both the 
steering wheel and the instrument panel. The diffuser 
communicates with the cushion through the manifold 
rather than directly as in many prior art restraint cush 
ion systems. The umbilical portion permits the cushion 
to be mounted well forward on the upper portion of the 
instrument panel and adjacent the windshield while still 
permitting the pillow portion to be erected in a proper 
position between the front seat occupants and the in 
strument panel, the steering wheel, and the A pillars. 
The knee panel 126 properly locates the front seat oc 
cupants for effective engagement with the pillow por 
tion while absorbing part of the energy of such occu 
pants and applying compressive loads along the upper 
leg portions of such occupants within predetermined 
limits to reduce the possibility of injury to such leg por 
tions. 
As is well known, certain vehicles do not include a 

full bench-type front seat but include bucket seats in 
stead. In such a vehicle, the cushion of this invention 
can be split into two parts, one for the right-hand front 
seat passenger and one for the driver. In such instance, 
neither cushion may be located angularly to the instru 
ment panel if so desired. Likewise such a system can be 
used, if desired, with a bench seat or only one such 
cushion may be used. 
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versely extending upper portion having a forward pe 
riphery of generally U shape, a generally T-shaped in 
?atable occupant restraint cushion including an elon 
gate umbilical portion and a pillow portion located lat 
erally of the umbilical portion, and means mounting the 
umbilical portion on the upper portion of the instru 
ment panel in chordal relationship to the bight portion 
of the periphery thereof, the umbilical portion having 
a lesser extent transversely of the body than the upper 
portion of the instrument panel and extending rear— 
wardly thereof, the pillow portion being located rear 
wardly of the upper portion of the instrument panel 
generally vertically of the body and having an extent 
transversely of the body generally equal to that of the 
upper portion of the instrument panel. 

2. The combination comprising, a vehicle body hav 
ing an instrument panel including a rearward portion 
and an upper portion, a generally T-shaped in?atable 
occupant restraint cushion including an umbilical por 
tion and a pillow portion, means mounting the forward 
terminus of the umbilical portion on the upper portion 
of the instrument panel, the umbilical portion extend 
ing rearwardly of the upper portion of the instrument 
panel and having the rearward terminus thereof located 
angularly to the rearward portion of the instrument 
panel and secured to the pillow portion, the pillow por 
tion being thus located angularly of the rearward por 
tion of the instrument panel and generally vertically of 
the body. 

3. The combination comprising, a vehicle body hav 
ing an instrument panel including an upper portion, a 
rearward portion and a steering wheel located adjacent 
the rearward portion to one side of the body, a gener 
ally T-shaped in?atable occupant restraint cushion in 
cluding an umbilical portion and a pillow portion, 
means mounting the forward terminus of the umbilical 
portion on the upper portion of the instrument panel, 
the umbilical portion extending rearwardly of the 
upper portion of the instrument panel and having the 
rearward terminus thereof located angularly to the 
rearward portion of the instrument panel and secured 
to the pillow portion, the pillow portion being thus lo 
cated angularly of the rearward portion of the instru 
ment panel and rearwardly of the steering wheel gener 
ally vertically of the body. 

4. The combination comprising, a vehicle body hav 
ing an instrument panel including a rearward portion 
and an upper portion having a forward periphery of 
generally U shape and provided with an opening 
therein in generally chordal relationship to the bight 
portion of the periphery thereof, a generally T-shaped 
inflatable occupant restraint cushion including an um 
bilical portion and a pillow portion located laterally of 
the umbilical portion, the cushion being normally de 
?ated and stored within the opening of the upper por 
tion of the instrument panel, and means for in?ating 
the cushion to extend the umbilical portion rearwardly 
of the body over the upper portion of the instrument 
panel and locate the pillow portion generally vertically 
of the body and rearwardly of the upper portion of the 
instrument panel and the rearward portion of the in 
strument panel. 
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5. The combination comprising, a vehicle body hav 
ing an instrument panel including a rearward portion 
and an upper portion having a forward periphery of 
generally U shape and provided with an opening 
therein in generally chordal relationship to the bight 
portion of the periphery thereof, a generally T-shaped 
in?atable occupant restraint cushion including an elon 
gate umbilical portion and a pillow portion located lat 
erally of the umbilical portion, the cushion being nor 
mally de?ated and stored within the openings of the 
upper portion of the instrument panel, means for in?at 

l0 
ing the cushion to extend the umbilical portion rear 
wardly of the body over the upper portion of the instru 
ment panel and locate the pillow portion generally ver 
tically of the body and rearwardly of the upper portion 
of the instrument panel and the rearward portion of the 
instrument panel for engagement by the upper portion 
of an occupant of the body, and an energy absorbing 
knee panel mounted on the rearward portion and lo 
cated below the pillow portion for engagement by the 
knees of the occupant. 

* * * * * 
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