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PORTABLE BED BATH 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation in-part of my co 
p'ending U.S. Pat-application Ser. No. 152,296, Filed 
June 1 l, 1971 for Portable Bed Bath, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to portable bed baths 

for bedridden patients. 
2. Prior Art ' 

In the prior art, portable bed baths which utilize wa 
terproof sheets to form the bath tub have been known. 

For example, my own U.S. Pat. No. 3,334,360 illus 
trates a collapsible bed bath which utilizes an overhead 
frame that must be disassembled and assembled each 
time it is to be used and removed. The bath tub is ade 
quate for the job, but the assembly of the frame is very 
time consuming. This requires unnecessary effort on 
the part of the attendant. Because of labor costs at the 
present time, it is important that the collapsible or por 
table bed bath is easy to use. The structure of U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,334,360 therefore is more time consuming than 
it is desired, and the manufacturing costs of multiple 
piece frames are relatively high. 
Other patents that show generally collapsible bed 

baths are those issued to RI. Schmidt. His U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 3,373,451 and 3,557,392 both show collapsible 
type frames that are supported on the bed and are dif? 
cult and time consuming to set up and use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a collapsible or por 
table bed bath which can be used to provide a bath tub 
structure for bedridden patients. The tub is formed 
from a ?exible sheet that is supported around its pe 
ripheral edges upwardly from the bed surface by a 
framework. The main part of the sheet is supported on 
the bed while the patient is in the bed, and this requires 
that the frame only support the side edges, and not the 
entire weight of the bath tub unit. . 
The framework is easily folded after the bath has 

been completed and the water removed from the tub. 
The frame may then be moved to a different area and 
quickly unfolded over the bed of another patient while 
the patient is in the bed, without disassembling or as 
sembling a number of different parts. I 

Placing the waterproof sheet under the patient is 
done in the usual manner, namely rolling the patient in 
one direction adjacent an edge of the bed, placing 
folded portions of the ?exible waterproof sheet against 
the patient, and spreading the sheet over the exposed 
portion of the bed, and thenirolling the patient onto the 
sheet past the folds, and spreading the sheet to full size. 
When this is completed, theedges of the sheet are fas 
tened to the frame, and the tub thus formed can be 
?lled with water. I 

The frame has controls for dispensing water from a 
faucet, and in one form of the invention a cabinet is in 
cluded to store hoses, and also a transfer pump for 
emptying the tub after the bath is completed is pro 
vided. This provides controls for operating the bath at 
the hands of the nurse or attendant. 
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2 
The device is relatively easy to make, and does fold 

and unfold quickly without complete disassembly. It 
can be adapted to a large number of different bed sizes, 
and can be used with a minimum of labor. The frame 
can be adjusted vertically to accommodate the range of 
heights available on hospital beds. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to present 
a folding frame bath tub structure for bathing bedrid 
den patients which does not have to be assembled or 
disassembled for use. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a typical installation 
of the portable bed bath made according to the present 
invention showing it installed over a bed with the tub 
in position; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the device of FIG. 

1 with a dotted line showing of the frame partially 
folded; } 

FIG. 3 is an end view of the device of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a side view of the device of FIG. 2 when it 

is completely folded, illustrating the main support body 
for the unit; 
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of a typical control ‘panel for 

the present invention; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken as on line 6-6 in 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of a modi 

?ed form of the invention showing the frame partially 
folded; . 

FIG. 8 is a side view of another modi?ed form of the 
invention; ' 

FIG. 9 is a sectional-view taken as on line 9—9 in 
FIG. 8; . 

FIG. 10 is a sectional view taken as on line 10-10 
in FIG. 8; 
FIG. 11 is a fragmentary perspective view of the de 

vice of FIG. 8; and 
FIG. 12 is a further modi?ed perspective view of a 

head frame of the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

A portable bed bath illustrated generally at 10 is 
shown installed onto a hospital bed 1 1 shown in dotted 
lines, which has the usual mattress 12, and bed frame 
13. The frame 13 includes a foot member 13A, and a 
head member 13B. The hospital beds can be of any de 
sired configuration and the showing is for illustrative 
purposes. A patient in the bed requires regular bathing 
in order to prevent unsanitary conditions, and while 
sponge baths or baths given by an attendant are satis 
factory for short periods, immersion or at least partial 
immersion in the water is desirable. 
The portable bed bath, as shown, includes a ?exible 

waterproof sheet 14, made of plastic or rubber which 
is placed on top of the mattress 12 with the patient in 
bed in the usual manner for changing sheets on invalid 
beds. The peripheral side edges of the sheet 14 extend 
outwardly beyond the patient, and are held upwardly to 
form a tub enclosure as shown generally at 15, which 
can be ?lled with water 21 to give the patient or invalid 
a bath. In FIG. 1, a pillow is shown under the sheet at 
the head end and this keeps the patient’s head out of 
the water. 
The mechanism for supporting the side edges of the 

?exible sheet constitutes the improvement of the pres 
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ent invention. The frame work shown generally at 16, 
includes a base frame assembly 17 which is at the foot 
of the bed and a head frame assembly 18. The base and 
head frame assemblies are joined together with later 
ally extending spaced apart side frame assemblies 19 
and 20, respectively. 
As shown perhaps best in FIG. 2, the base frame as 

sembly 17 includes a large base member 23, which is 
mounted on caster 24, or has other suitable support 
means. The base member 23 supports a large cabinet 
25 that includes controls and plumbing arrangements 
which will be more fully explained. The base member 
supports the foot end framework which includes a 
lower cross frame members 26A, a pair of upright post 
members 26 fixed thereto and a top cross frame mem 
ber 27 also ?xed to the posts 26. 1 

Each of the upright post members 26 has a vertically 
extending track assembly 31 each vertically adjustable 
on the respective post 26, the position of the tracks de 
termines the height of the side frames at the foot end 
of the bed. The tracks are positioned laterally out 
wardly from the sides of the bed. 
The tracks 31 comprise square tubes 31A that are 

slidably mounted over posts 26. The tracks may be ver 
tically adjusted and held in place. A series of vertically 
spaced holes are provided in the posts 26 and screws 
31C are threadably mounted through collars 31D ?xed 
to the upper ends of tubes 31A. The screws can be 
tightened into the proper holes in the posts 26 to keep 
the tracks properly positioned. 
The tracks 31 in turn each support a roller carriage 

illustrated generally at 32 in dotted lines in FIG. 2. The 
carriages 32 are mounted for movement up and down 
in the vertical tracks. The carriages 32 are each at 
tached to an end of side frame rails 19A and 20A, 
forming portion of side frame assemblies 19 and 20. 
The rails 19A and 20A are fastened together at ?rst 
ends by a cross frame member 30. Each of the side 
frame assemblies 19 and 20 also include second rails 
19B and 208, which are provided to the second ends 
of rails 19A and 198, respectively. The frame rails 19A 
or 20A extend along the respective longitudinal side of 
the bed, and a brace 33 is pivotally mounted as at 34 
to the side rail 19A or 20A on each side of the bed. 
Each brace 33 is connected to its respective track 31 
with a pivot connection 35. Frame rails 19A and 19B 
are pivotally connected together substantially in the 
midpoint of the assembly 19 with a suitable hinge or 
pivot member 36. The frame rail 19B (and also 20B) 
as shown in FIG. 2, is constructed with a stop member 
37 fixed thereto. The member 37 overlaps the rail 19A, 
and will rest against the upper surface of the rail 19A 
adjacent the hinge 36 when the frame rails are un 
folded. There also is a stop 31E provided at the top of 
each of the tracks 31 to prevent the carriages from 
moving out of tracks 31 when the frame assemblies 
reach a horizontal position. The cross member 30 stabi 
lizes and holds the two side frame assemblies together 
during vertical adjustment and insures that they will 
fold and unfold together. 
The side frame rails 19B and 208, respectively, are 

supported on the head frame assembly 18. As shown, 
the head frame assembly 18 includes upright posts 40, 
which are spaced apart and are connected together 
only with a removable upper cross bar assembly 41. 
The cross bar assembly has open top vertical posts 41A 
and 413 that will telescope over the vertical posts 40 
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4 
and are not otherwise fastened. A cross member 41C 
is ?xed to posts 41A and 413 to form the cross bar as 
sembly. The frame 41 is strong enough to keep the up 
right posts 40 from spreading apart during use. 
The upright posts 40 also slidably support vertical 

track members 43. The track members 43 are shown in 
detail in FIG. 6. These tracks are typical of the track 
and carriages used for the foot end frame also. As can 
be seen, the posts 40 (and also the upright posts 26 and 
the rest of the frame members) are square tubular 
members. The track members 43 comprise ?rst and 
second “L" shaped members 43A and 43B which are 
fixed to a square tube 43C which is large enough to 
telescope up and down on posts 40. The entire track 
assembly 43 may be moved up and down their respec 
tive post 40 to change the working height of the frame 
assemblies. The tracks may be held in place with pins 
or with a screw threadably mounted in collar 42 as 
shown. The collars 42 are attached to the tubes 43C. 
The posts 41A and 418 as stated also telescope over 
the posts 40 and rest on the upper edges of the collars 
42, which are attached to the tubes 43C. When the 
tracks are adjusted up or down on the posts 40 the 
cross bar assembly will also be raised or lowered auto 
matically. 
The L shaped legs on the members 43A and 43B are 

spaced apart to form a passage or slot 44. The frame 
rail 193 in this particular instance has a carriage mem 
ber 45 attached thereto which comprises a support 45A 
that is attached to the side frame rail 19B, and extends 
through the slot 44. The support member 45A carries 
a cross pin or shaft 46 on which a pair of rollers 47,47 
are rotatably mounted. The rollers 47,47 are trapped 
inside the track member 43 by the legs of the L shaped 
members 43A and 43B and the rollers. The member 45 
can move up and down in the track 43. A stop 43D is 
provided on each track to prevent the carriage mem 
bers 45 from moving out of the track when the side 
frame assemblies are in horizontal position. 
The carriages 32 are constructed and operate in the 

same manner as carriages 45. A separate brace 50 on 
each side of the frame assembly is pivotally mounted to 
the respective side frame rails 19B and 208 as at 5], 
and also is pivotally mounted at its opposite end of the 
respective vertical track 43 as at 52. 
The upright frame posts 40 are in turn supported on 

feet members 53 that also have suitable rollers or cast 
ers 54 thereon. These feet members 53 as shown are 
merely straight members with casters at either end. 
The tracks 31 and 43 may thus be vertically adjusted 

to position the frame assemblies 19 and 20 at the 
proper height for all normally used hospital beds. The 
cross frame member 30 will be moved up and down at i 
the same time as will the member 41C. 
The tubular posts 41A and 41B are open topped so 

that when the frame is in its lowest position the posts 
40 will protrude through the top ends of the posts 41A 
and 41B and the member 41C will still be properly po 
sitioned. 
The ?exible sheet 14 is supported on side frame as 

semblies 19 and 20, cross frame member 30, and cross 
frame member 41C. These members all have small fas 
teneing members 55 on the bottom side thereof so that 
when the edge portion of sheet 14 is folded over the 
edges of these frame members, it can be fastened with 
these fastening members and held in place to form the 
waterproof tub 15. The edges of the sheets could also 

i 
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be looped around the support members and snapped to 
themselves so they are held on the proper support. 
The controls in the cabinet 25 include hot and cold 

water inlet pipes 60 and 61, which are attached to the 
faucets in the room, and which pass through a mixing 
valve 62 that has a temperature control on it ‘so that the 
hot and cold water coming in through pipes 60 and 61 
can be mixed if desired. The output on the mixing valve 
62 passes across a thermometer, then to a selector 
valve 63 which can direct the water from the mixing 
valve either to the tub through a pipe 64 and a hose 65 
or to drain through a pipe 66. The temperature of the 
water 63 can be set by having the valve 63 in the drain 
position while the temperature control valve is adjusted 
to get the proper temperature of the bath water. Then 
the selector valve 63 can be turned to the tub position, 
and water discharged through the hose 65. As shown, 
a shower head 68 can be utilized if desired to give onto 
the patient a shower if desired. 

In addition, the cabinet 25 includes a self contained 
electrically driven pump 70 which has an output pipe 
71 connected through a check valve 72 to the drain 
line. A check valve 73 is also used to drain line between 
the selector valve 63 and the connection for the pump 
70. This means that the tub can be emptied by putting 
a hose on the inlet line 74 to the pump 70, and running 
the pump until the water is sucked out of the tub. 
When the frame is to be used, it is rolled up to the 

end of the bed in position as shown in FIG. 4. It should 
be noted that the side frame members are constructed 
so that when the frame is folded the head frame assem 
bly 18 is lifted off the floor so that the feet members 53 
and rollers 54 clear the floor. The entire frame is then 
supported on the main base 23 which has three casters, 
and can be easily positioned. This improves the maneu 
verability of the frame for storage or for moving from 
one room to another. The frame can have latches to 
hold it in its folded position, if desired. 
After the frame has been positioned at the foot end 

of the bed, the head frame 18 will be overlying the bed. 
The frame is pulled out to its extended position as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The casters 54 _on the foot 
members 53 touch the floor soon after the unfolding 
commences, and the frame 18 is merely pulled along 
the bed. 
The roller carriage members 32 and 45, when they 

are in the folded position are near the bottom of the re 
spective tracks 43 and 31, and as the unit unfolds, these 
carriage members will move upwardly in the tracks to 
their stopped positions adjacent the top of the tracks. 
The stop members 37 of the side frame assemblies 20 
and 19 also stop the side frames at their proper posi 
tion. The length of the side frames is selected to ?t over 
the standard size bed, and if desired the cross bar as 
sembly 41 can be removed when the unit is moved over 
the bed. Usually this frame section can be left in place 
and will clear the patient without any problem. 
Removing cross bar assembly 41 permits use of this 

device on special con?guration beds, and also allows 
the device to be set up on a bed where a traction frame 
is being used. The cross bar assembly 41 is merely lifted 
off while the frame is being extended, and then set back 
into position. Cross bar assembly 41 is not fastened to 
posts 40 by screws or collars. It merely telescopes over 
posts 40, and rests on vertical track members 43, which 
also telescope on post 40, but which are fastened in 
proper position by set screws or collars to post 40. 
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The tracks can be vertically adjusted to accommo 

date beds of different heights. The movement of the 
tracks moves the braces 33 and 50 respectively and 
thus changes the working height of the frame rails. 
Once the frame is properly positioned, and assuming 
that the sheet 14 had been placed under the patient be 
fore, the edges of this sheet are lifted up over the side 
and end frame members 18, 20, 30 and 41C and fas 
tened to the fastener members 55 to form a waterproof 
tub 15. The sheet is supported on the mattress. The pa 
tient is then bathed after the tub has been ?lled as pre 
viously described, and when done, the water can be 
pumped out by running the pump 70. 
The sheet is then unfastened from the frame, the 

frame is folded by folding the side frame assemblies 20 
and 21, or by depressing cross bar 30. The head frame 
will roll out along the sides of the bed until it is adjacent 
base frame at which time the head frame will be lifted 
off the floor as shown in FIG. 4 and the entire unit can 
then be disconnected from the water supply and taken 
to the next patient. The sheets 14 can be sterilized be 
tween usages, so that the only necessary change is a 
new sheet for each patient each time. 

In FIG. 7 a modi?ed form of the invention is illus 
trated. In this particular ?gure, the foot end frame is 
made without the large support cabinet 25, and forms 
a somewhat lighter duty unit, but still utilizes the same 
head section and folding side frame members. The 
frame rails 19A and 20A are connected together at the 
foot of the bed with cross member 30 that ties the two 
side frame rails together. The foot frame 81 is a lighter 
duty unit having foot support members 82 with suitable 
casters 83 thereon, and held together with a cross 
member 84 and a top cross frame 85. A safety latch can 
be extended between cross member 30 and member 85 
to hold the unit in erected position. The control con 
sole or panel 86 is mounted on cross member 30 and 
includes the controls shown previously. When the 
frame is folded, any latch between members 30 and 85 
is released and member 30 can be pushed downwardly 
as shown, to cause the side rails to fold. In its working 
position the cross member 30 is substantially horizontal 
and underneath the frame 85. The control console 86 
includes all of the connections previously described, 
but the frame does not include the large cabinet. Here, 
too, the foot frame is used to support the entire frame 
assembly when the frame assembly is folded, so that the 
unit can be maneuvered from place to place. The usage 
is exactly as that previously described. The foot frame 
is lighter duty. 

In FIGS. 8, 9, l0, l1 and 12, a different form of 
means for attaching the folding side rails to the foot and 
head frames is illustrated. The overall framework for 
supporting the ?exible waterproof sheet illustrated gen 
erally at 110 includes a foot end frame 1 1 l, and a head 
end frame 112 at the respective ends of the bed. The 
foot end frame 111, and the head frame 112 can be 
made substantially identically except for different 
height of the cross top member and if desired, a remov 
able cross member at the top. The frame 111 has roller 
support carriage 113 at the bottom thereof, and the 
frame 112 has roller support carriages 113. Suitable 
rollers or casters are on the carriages so that the frame 
assembly can be rolled into position overlying a bed, 
substantially as shown in FIG. 1. 
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In FIGS. 8 — 12, the controls for ?lling the tub formed 
on the bed and frame are not illustrated, but can be of 
any desired con?guration. 
The side rail or frame assemblies are indicated at 119 

and 120 (FIG. 10). Each rail assembly is substantially 
identical and typically as shown includes a ?rst section 
119A, and a second section 1198, which are pivotally 
mounted together substantially in the midportions 
thereof with the suitable pin hinge arrangement illus 
trated generally at 118. A ?ange member 121 having 
downwardly depending legs is ?xed to section 119A 
and the end portion of section 1198 is pivotally 
mounted between the legs with a pin that passes 
through the legs of bracket 121 and suitable pin recep 
tacles on section 1198. As shown, a ?ange on member 
121 operates as a stop member to prevent the center 
portions of sections 119A and 119B from pivoting 
downwardly beyond a horizontal working position. 
The end frame 111 at the foot of the bed is typical in 

construction, except the frame at the head of the bed 
has the higher cross member at the top, as shown, 
which is removable if necessary. Each of the end 
frames include spaced upright legs 122, and 123 re 
spectively, each supported on the separate carriage 113 
or 114. A top cross member 124 is provided at the foot 
frame with downwardly extending tube portions 128 
which telescope over legs 122 and 123. A top cross 
member 125 is provided at the head and also has tube 
portions 128 which extend downwardly and telescope 
over the top ends of legs 122 and 123. These end 
frames can be assembled so that the top cross member 
is formed integral with the tubes 128, or the cross mem 
bers can be welded in place to make the frames open 
bottom U shaped members, which slide up and down 
on the legs 122 and 123 to provide vertical adjustment 
for the side rails to correspond with height selected and 
secured by positioning and securing tubes 128. 
The side rail assemblies 119 and 120, are constructed 

substantially identically and are each mounted to the 
foot and head end frames in the same manner. As 
shown, the section 119A is pivotally mounted to the 
foot frame with a pin 126 passing through a U shaped 
bracket 127 and openings in the end portion or rail sec 
tion 119A. The bracket 127 is ?xed to the square tube 
128 that is slidably mounted over the corresponding leg 
122. Likewise the brackets 127 are welded to the 
square tube 128 mounted over the legs 123 and on 
each leg of the head frame as well. 
The tubes 128 are vertically adjustable on their re 

spective legs 122 or 123 at both the foot and head ends 
of the bed through the use ofa pin 130 passing through 
holes in the tubes 128 and through one set ofa plurality 
of adjustment holes 131 in the upright legs 122 or 123. 
The vertical adjustment is made for different size beds, 
and both the foot and head ends of the unit can thereby 
be vertically adjusted. The end of the rail section 1193 
is also pivoted to a ‘U’ shaped bracket 127 mounted on 
tubes 128 at the head end. Likewise, the sections of 
side rail 120 on the opposite side of the unit are also 
‘pivoted as shown in connection with rail 119. 

At the lower end of each of the tubes 128 there is an 
other U shaped bracket 131 af?xed to the tube 128, so 
that the two brackets 127 and 131 move with each of 
the tubes 128. A brace assembly indicated generally at 
132 is pivotally connected between each U shaped 
bracket 131 and a U shaped bracket 133 on the respec 
tive rail section, 119A or 1198, or on the rail sections 
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for the rail 120 on the opposite side of the bed. Each 
brace assembly 132 includes a ?rst tubular member 
134 that is pivotally mounted as at 135 to the asso 
ciated bracket 131, and telescopingly slidably ?ts in 
side a second tubular member 136, that is pivotally 
mounted as at 137 to the corresponding bracket 133. 
Tubular members 134 and 136 can be square or rectan 
gular in cross section, or if desired could be circular in 
cross section as well. The brace assemblies 132 are 
made so that the inner ends of the tubes 134 will strike 
the respective cross pin 137 when the side rail or frame 
assemblies 119 or 120 are in their horizontal position 
as shown in dotted lines in FIG. 8. The inner tubes then 
support the respective side rail sections 119A, 1198 or 
(the sections making up side rail assembly 120) on the 
opposite side, and also the ?ange on member 121 helps 
support these in horizontal position. The tubes 134 can 
be adjustable in length if desired by having a rod end 
threaded into a nut welded into the ends of the tube by 
brackets 131. 

In addition, there are cross support frame members 
at the head and foot ends of the frame for supporting 
the ends of the ?exible sheet 14 to form a tub on the 
bed 11 as shown in dotted lines. For example cross 
frame member 140 is connected between the down 
ward extending portions 128 of the frame at the foot 
end. This cross frame member 140 can be removably 
connected with suitable brackets such as the U shaped 
brackets 127 and removable pins if desired, or can be 
welded in place as shown between the downward tube 
portions 128 of the foot frame. The cross member 140 
is used for supporting the foot end portion of the ?exi 
ble sheet 14 when it is used to form a tub 15. The cross 
member 140 is connected between the downward ex 
tending portions so it will move up and down with the 
side rail members. The height of the cross member is 
automatically adjusted when the height of the side rail 
members is adjusted. 
At the head end of the bed, a cross frame member 

142 is utilized. This cross frame member 142 is also at 
tached between the tubes 128 at the head end of the 
bed, and can be made so that it is movable to position 
to raise up out of the way of the bed frame when the 
head end frame 112 is passed over the bed as the unit 
is being moved into position. This cross member 142 
can be mounted on a pivot arm assembly with the cross 
member 142 mounted on arms 142A that pivot at 1428 
(See FIG. 11) adjacent the tops of tubes 128 on the 
head end frame to permit swinging the cross frame 
member 142 up out of the way, the cross member 142 
can merely be quickly removable with pins and U 
shaped brackets so that it can be manually taken out of 
place when the main frame assembly 110 is being col 
lapsed or extended over the bed. Cross member 142 
can even be omitted and the head end of sheet 14 fas 
tened to cross member 125. 

It should be noted that the relationship of the respec 
tive lengths of the side rail sections 119A and 1198, 
(and the sections of side rail assembly 120) is selected 
so that the head end frame 112 will be lifted off the 
floor and supported on the carriages 113 of the foot 
end frame when the unit is fully folded. The unit in this 
form of the invention thus folds to position as shown in 
FIG. 4 of the accompanying drawings. 
Referring to FIG. 12, a further modi?ed form of the 

invention is shown wherein a single cross member at 
the head frame is removable. Legs 122A and 123A are 
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made longer than in the form of the invention shown in 
FlGS. 8, 9, l0 and 11 and tube portions 128A slide 
over these legs 122A and 123A. The upper ends of legs 
122A and 123A protrude through the upper ends of 
tubes 128A. The tubes are adjustable with pins 130 and 
holes 131 in the legs as previously explained. 
A cross member 150 is mounted on short tubular 

sleeves 151 that also slidably mount over the upper 
ends of legs 122A and 123A and rest on the tops of 
tubes 128A. The cross member 150 can be removed if 
necessary when installing the frame over a special bed 
by lifting the sleeves 151 over the upper ends of legs 
122A and 123A and then replaced by sliding the 
sleeves over the tops of the legs when the frame assem 
bly is in place. The cross member 150 would support 
the head end of ?exible sheet 14 to form tub 15. 
The frame assembly shown in FIGS. 8 — 12, is used 

in the same manner as the previous form of the inven 
tion. For storage the side frames fold upwardly and the 
head and foot frames are positioned adjacent each 
other. The folded assembly is placed at the foot of the 
bed and the head frame is moved toward the head of 
the bed. If the frame has cross member 142 it may be 
removed or moved if necessary during this installation 
to accommodate special or unusual conditions. FIG. 8 
shows the frame partially extended in dotted lines. 
Also, if cross member 150 is used it can be removed if 
desired. Once in position over the bed with the side 
rails horizontal as shown in FIG. 8, and with the side 
rail assemblies 119 and 120 in their horizontal position 
the ?exible sheet 14 will be fastened in around the 
members 119, 120, 140 and 142 (or 150) with suitable 
fastening means again illustrated at 55. The tub 15 
formed by this ?exible waterproof sheet 14, which is 
supported on the bed 11 (dotted lines FIG. 8) can then 
be ?lled with water and the patient can be bathed. 
When done, the water will be drained or pumped out 
in a desired manner, and the frame assembly 110 can 
be folded up by folding the side rail members 119 and 
120 upwardly at their center pivot connection as shown 
in dotted lines in FIG. 8 until the head end frame is sup 
ported on the foot end frame, and then the unit can be 
rolled out with the castered support members 113. 

In the device of FIGS. 8 - 12 the height of the side 
rail assemblies 1 l9 and 120 when the unit is folded will 
be slightly higher than when the roller and track is 
shown in the previous ?gures are utilized, but the unit 
will still be low enough to pass through door openings. 

The two frame structure (head and foot) and collaps 
ible side rails provide an easily stored and quickly us~ 
able frame for portable bed supported tubs. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a collapsible bed bath assembly for use with a 

bed supported on a ?oor in bathing a bed patient and 
supported on the ?oor independently of the bed, a bath 
tub formed of ?exible sheet material providing a bot 
tom wall adapted to rest upon the bed, and means to 
support the peripheral edge portions of the ?exible 
sheet material above the bottom thereof comprising a 
first frame, a pair of longitudinally extending side rails, 
means to mount ?rst ends of said side rails relative to 
said ?rst frame spaced apart to clear the lateral edges 
of said bed, second means supported on the ?oor inde 
pendently of said bed, means to mount second ends of 
said side rails to said second means whereby said sec 
ond ends are supported adjacent said bed, said side 
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rails being collapsible to a ?rst position wherein the 
length of horizontal extension of said rails is substan 
tially reduced from their horizontal extension in a 
working position to an extended working position 
wherein said side rails extend along the sides of the bed 
and are supported by said second means on said ?oor 
above the level of the bed to form means for supporting 
the opposite side edges of said ?exible sheet, said sec 
ond means including spaced elements forming an unob 
structed space to permit said second means to move 
alongside the bed from one end thereof to the other as 
the side rails are moved from their ?rst position to their 
working position, and third means to support the end 
of said ?exible sheet adjacent said second means above 
the level of said bed. 

2. The combination as speci?ed in claim 1 wherein 
each of said side rails comprise two rail sections pivot 
ally attached to each other in center portions thereof, 
and foldable upwardly in center portions thereof, the 
means to mount the side rails to the ?rst frame and the 
second means comprising pivot connections without 
substantially changing the orientation of the ?rst frame 
and second means with respect to the ?oor. 

3. The combination as speci?ed in claim 2 wherein 
said second means to support second ends of said side 
rails comprises a second frame member having said 
spaced apart elements, said elements comprising a pair 
of spaced upright posts, said third means connecting 
said posts when in use, whereby said second frame can 
be moved along said bed, with the upright posts posi 
tioned on opposite sides thereof. . 

4. The combination as speci?ed in claim 3 wherein 
said second frame includes surface engaging roller 
means to support the lower ends of said upright posts 
for rolling movement along said ?oor. 

5. The combination as speci?ed in claim 3 wherein 
said one side rail section of each side rail is of a length 
to lift said second frame member from the ?oor when 
said rails are in their ?rst folded position, and roller 
means supporting said ?rst frame. 

6. The combination of claim 2 and stop means to pre 
vent the side rail sections from folding downwardly be 
yond position wherein the side rail sections form a sub 
stantial horizontal side rail. 

7. The combination as speci?ed in claim 2 wherein 
the means to mount the side rails on the ?rst frame and 
second means includes means to vertically adjustably 
mount said side rails on the ?rst frame and second 
means. 

8. The combination of claim 7, and wherein said ?rst 
frame includes spaced support posts for the ?rst ends 
of the side rails, and said means mounting the side rails 
to the ?rst frame and second means comprise separate 
brace means at each end of each side rail having ?rst 
ends connected to portions of the respective side rails 
adjacent each associated support post and extending 
downwardly and toward the associated support post, 
and means to connect the second ends of said brace 
means to its associated support post to support the side 
rails in the working position. 

9. The combination of claim 8 wherein said brace 
means comprise two telescoping sections slidably con 
nected together and means to stop the telescoping ac— 
tion of said brace means in the working position of said 
side rails. 

10. A frame assembly for supporting a bath tub 
formed of ?exible sheet material adapted to rest upon 
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a bed, said frame assembly supporting the edge por 
tions of the ?exible sheet material above the bottom 
thereof, a ?rst support frame, a pair of longitudinally 
extending side rails, means to mount ?rst ends of said 
side rails relative to said ?rst support frame, said rails 
being collapsible from a ?rst position wherein the hori 
zontal extension of said rails from said support frame 
is substantially less than the horizontal extension 
thereof in a working position of said side rails, to an ex 
tended working position wherein said rails extend along 
and adjacent the sides of the bed and are positioned 
above the level of the bed to form means for supporting 
the opposite side edges of said ?exible sheet, second 
spaced apart support means, means to mount second 
ends of said rails to said second support means whereby 
said second means are movable with said rails to sup 
port second ends of said rails on said ?oor in the work 
ing position, said means to mount said rails permitting 
collapsing and extending said rails while said ?rst sup 
port frame and said second means remain supported on 
said ?oor without interfering with said bed, and means 
retainable on said ?rst frame and said second support 
means respectively to support the transverse ends of 
said ?exible sheet above the level of said bed. 

11. The combination as speci?ed in claim 10 wherein 
said means to support second ends of said rails com 
prises a second frame member having a pair of spaced 
upright posts which straddle said bed and means con 
necting said posts in the working position. 

12. The combination of claim 10 wherein the means 
to mount the ends of the rails include vertically adjust~ 
able means to support said side rails to the first frame 
and second means in said working position. 

13. The combination of claim 12 wherein said verti 
cally adjustable means comprises tubular means slid 
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12 
ably mounted on the ?rst frame and second means re 
spectively, and means to retain said tubular means in 
vertically adjusted positions on the ?rst frame and sec 
ond means respectively. 

14. The combination of claim 13 and means to pivot 
ally attach the ends of said side rails to the respective 
associated tubular means, said side rails each compris 
ing at least two rail sections pivotally mounted to each 
other in midportions thereof, said means to attach in 
cluding means to permit upward pivotal movement of 
the center portions of said rail section without substan 
tially changing the orientation of the ?rst frame and 
second means with respect to the ?oor. 

15. A foldable bed bath comprising an end frame, 
foldable side rail elements on opposite sides of said 
bath, each including at least two rail sections pivotally 
connected to one another, means to mount ?rst ends of 
said side rail elements to the end frame, a head frame 
member having a recess therein with suf?cient height 
and width to clear the width and height of a bed with 
which the bed bath is to be used and including means 
mounting the opposite ends of said side rail elements 
thereto, said side rail elements being collapsible so that 
said end frame and said head frame are disposed in ad 
jacent side-by-side position, said end frame being posi 
tionable adjacent the foot of a bed and the head frame 
being movable to the opposite end of the bed as the 
side rail elements are extended to a position wherein 
they are supported above and adjacent the sides of the 
bed, a flexible waterproof sheet of material releasably 
connected to the side rail elements in an extended con~ 
dition, said sheet of material being supportable on the 
top of the bed to form a bathtub with edges of said 
sheet of material above the bed. 

* * * * * 
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