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[57] ABSTRACT 
This invention relates to a Coaster holding or support 

ing a glass containing a drink for the purpose of pre 
venting the marring of furniture by a dripping sweat 
formed on the outer surface of the glass and it com 
prises a non-frangible dished tray of non-porous mate 
rial in which is placed an insert or pad comprising a 
base having a knap of highly porous material on one 
side thereof which will readily absorb the condensa 
tion or sweat running down the outside of a glass rest 
ing upon the knap of the insert as well as absorbing 
slight spillages. The insert has a coating of pliable sub 
stantially non-porous, non-moisture absorbing mate 
rial on its under surface which engages the interior of 
the base of the dished body. This coating prevents 
slippage of the insert upon movement of the glass. The 
entire insert is readily removable from the non 
frangible body and may be at desired intervals placed 
in an automatic clothes washer or otherwise washed to 
completely clease it, and it may be dried in an ordi 
nary clothes dryer or any other suitable manner and 
thus should prevent mold and musty odors from the 
insert with its continuous use. 

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Figures 
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COASTER 
This invention relates to coasters which are used for 

supporting glasses containing a drink, preferably cold 
drinks, and it is well known that such glasses, while 
standing, sweat or in other words, moisture collects on 
their outer surfaces and running down on such surfaces 
would mar the surface of the furniture or other object 
on which the glass is resting, and it is an object of the 
present invention to provide an attractive appearing 
coaster in which the base of a glass is placed and which 
coaster includes a removable insert which will not only 
support the glass and protect the object on which the 
glass is sitting, but will absorb the moisture running 
down the outer surface of the glass or any slight spill 
ages from the glass. 
The primary object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a removable insert for coasters as above referred 
to, which may at any desired time, be‘removed from the 
coaster and placed in a washing machine with other 
clothes and thoroughly washed and then dried in the 
usual type of clothes dryer or in any other suitable man‘ 
ner. It is also apparent that the insert may be thor 
oughly washed in any other suitable manner than in the 
well-known type of clothes washer. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an in‘ 

sert for the dished body of a coaster which has a knap 
of highly absorbent material supported from a suitable 
supporting base and this base may be coated or have a 
layer of soft substantially non-slipping and semi-non 
porous material on its under surface to prevent slippage 
of the insert in the coaster body. The knap ofthe insert 
being of highly porous material will absorb the mois 
ture running down the outer surface of a glass resting 
thereon and remove any tendency of the glass to cling 
to the coaster and thus prevent the coaster from being 
lifted off the surface on which it is resting when the 
glass is removed from the coaster, as is so often the case 
when coasters of the type now generally in use, and 
which clinging action of the glass and coaster formed 
by the condensate or sweat running from the glass into 
the coaster will result in the lifting of the coaster with 
the lifting of the glass and the subsequent breaking of 
the coaster, spilling of the condensate therein when the 
bond between the coaster and glass breaks during the 
lifting action of the glass. 
There are coasters on the market with flat thin in 

serts, such as cork disks, and while these have a ten 
dency to break the bond between the glass and the 
coaster body caused by a condensate running into the 
coaster they soon become saturated with a condensate 
thus destroying their initial put/‘pose and also they are 
not washable and reusable and do not form a soft com 
plete moisture-absorbing surface on which the glass 
rests, Paper or cloth inserts are likewise sometimes 
used and they have the same disadvantages as the cork 
inserts. They are not washable, are not staple, have a 
tendency to stick to the bottom of the glass and are in 
fact more undesirable than if no insert at all were used. 

The present invention comprehends a non-frangible 
dished body which may be formed in any desirable 
shape or color such as round, or for instance, in the 
shapes of hearts, spades, clubs or diamonds wen being 
used by those playing cards, or in fact any desirable 
con?guration to add attractiveness to their appearance 
and the insert may have its knap of a color correspond 
ing to the color of the coaster body or of another color 
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2 
which pleasingly blends with the color of the body of 
the coaster. 
With these and other objects in view, as may appear 

from the accompanying specification, the invention 
consists of various features of construction and combi~ 
nation of parts, which will be ?rst described in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, showing a 
Coaster of a preferred form embodying the invention 
and the features forming the invention will be specifi 
cally pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the coaster. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the coaster, arid 
FIG. 3 is a cross-section through the coaster taken on 

line 3-3 of FIG. 1. 
Referring more particularly to the drawings wherein 

the body 1 of the coaster is illustrated as round in plan 
view. This body 1 is made of any suitable non-frangible 
material preferably of plastic, such as polystyrene, but 
it may be made of any suitable material such as other 
suitable types of plastic, metal, glass, ceramics or a 
combination of metal with any of the other materials 
without departing from the spirit of the present inven 
tion. Also while the body 1 of the coaster is shown in 
the drawings as round, it may be made in any other de 
sired shapes, such as like the body of a flower in the 
shape of the pips of a deck of playing cards, that is, in 
the shapes of hearts, spades, diamond and clubs with 
out departing from the spirit of the present invention. 
The body 1 is dished, having a flat bottom 2 and an up 
standing annular side 3. The side 3 is higher than the 
usual height of the sides of coasters now in use so as to 
provide a greater depth to the interior of the body of 
the coaster, the purpose for which will presently ap 
pear. 

In the drawings the upper edge of the side 3 of the 
coaster is shown as provided with an outwardly extend 
ing ?ange 4 which not only strengthens the upper edge 
of the side but provides a purchase for the thumb and 
?ngers of a user to readily grip the coaster. 
An insert 4 cut in the shape of the coaster is inserted 

in the coaster and rests on the bottom 1. This insert 
consists of a fabric base 5 from the upper surface of 
which projects a multitutde of threads forming knap 6 
on the upper surface of the insert and on which knap 
the glass rests. This knap 6 is made of highly absorbent 
material which will absorb the condensation or sweat 
running down the outer surface of the glass, will pre 
vent such condensation from forming a bond between 

- the glass and the coaster body as well as absorbing the 
moisture. Any suitable type of readily washable highly 
absorbent type of fabric may be used in forming the 
knap 6. 
The fabric base 5 of the insert has attached to its 

under surface a coating of plyable moisture absorbing 
resistance material, such as synthetic rubber which en 
gages the upper surface of the bottom 2 of the coaster 
body and prevents slippage of the insert in the body as 
well as forming means for retaining the greater portion 
of the condensate or sweat in the knap or pile 6. 
The entire insert is made of such material that it may 

be lifted out of the body of the coaster and thrown into 
a washing machine with other things,‘ such as clothing. 
towels, etc. and then placed in a dryer used for drying 
clothes, or it may be otherwise thoroughly washed and 
dried in any suitable way without destroying any part 
of its construction, thus keeping it always fresh and 
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clean for use and eliminating any mold or musty odors 
which would be occasioned by continuous use of the 
insert. The side 3 of the coaster body 1 is, as previously 
stated, higher than is normally found in coasters so that 
the insert may be inserted therein and still leave a suffi 
cient height of the sides to prevent a glass from moving 
laterally off the coaster. 
The knap surface is composed preferably of individ 

ual upstanding units so spaced as to provide minute air 
spaces between them thus eliminating any chance of a 
glass sticking or adhering to the insert in the event the 
insert becomes saturated with liquid. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a new, attract 

ive, novel type of coaster has been provided, which is 
practical in all sense for the use of a coaster, which 
coaster includes an insert which will form a soft, yet 
?rm support for the glass and will absorb all of conden 
sate or sweat running down the sides of the glass into 
the coaster, will prevent forming a bond between the 
glass and coaster and which may be easily removed and 
thoroughly washed for cleaning it, as well as a coaster 
which may be stacked ?rmly in any numbers for stor 
age. 
What is claimed is: 
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1. A coaster for supporting a glass containing a drink, 

having an annular upstanding side, an insert removably 
placed in said coaster and composed of a single piece 
of material shaped to conform to the interior shape of 
the coaster and snugly ?t therein covering substantially 
the entire bottom of the coaster, said insert being of 
one continuous piece free from cuts or openings 
therein, said insert comprising a woven base and a liq 
uid absorbent knap on its upper surface of soft yielding 
material to firmly support a glass thereon and to absorb 
any condensate or spillage running down the outside of 
the glass, said insert being made of material of such na 
ture that it may be washed in an ordinary washing ma 
chine without shrinkage or dis?guration, thereby per 
mitting it to be reused after washing, the edges of the 
annular upstanding side projecting above the upper 
most tips of the knap and wherein the tips of the knap 
are individual units to provide minute air spaces be 
tween theindividual units of the knap, a layer of liquid 
non-absorbing material being attached to the surface of 
the woven section of the insert to prevent rotary slip 
page of the insert within the coaster when the glass is 
handled by a person. 

**** 


