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TAPE DISPENSER. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

In my US. Pat. No. 3,380,874, I describe a tape dis 
penser particularly adapted to dispense narrow widths 
of tape for drawing and analogous purposes. The dis 
penser of that patent comprises a body which is a plate 
having a tape hub having an aperture to accomodate a 
projection in the cover plate. Both outer surfaces of the 
body and cover are flat and uninterrupted except for 
the central portion of the cover. 
One object of the present invention is to provide a 

tape dispenser of a similar type to that described in U. 
S. Pat. No. 3,380,874 but which has a structure which 
can be more readily dissembled and assembled. 
A further object of this invention is to provide ‘such 

a tape dispenser in which the tape is more readily ac 
cessible. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide 
such a dispenser whose parts are ?rmly held together 
when assembled. _ 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be 
apparent from the description and claims which follow 
and taken along with the appended drawings. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

This invention comprises in detachable combination 
a body member and a snap-in cover member. The body 
member has a central ori?ce and on its periphery has 
a vertical upwardly directed wall. The central ori?ce 
also has a vertical upwardly directed wall. The periph 
eral wall has an' inner seating ridge cooperating with 
locking means to form a snap-in seating recess. The 
cover member has a ?at outer portion seating in said 
recess. The cover member preferably has a central in 
wardly tapering closed projection cooperable with the 
central ori?ce and its wall. When the projection is 
seated in the ori?ce its covered surface ?lls in the space 
in the ori?ce so that the entire bottom surface of the 
body portion is substantially ?at. 
The locking means can comprise spaced projections 

in one member cooperable with recesses in the other. 
In a preferred form the locking means comprises pro 
jections-spaced on the peripheral wall above the seating 
ridge. - r 

The tape dispenser of this invention is readily dissem 
bled by merely pressing against the center of the cover. 
To reassemble, one merely presses the cover against 
the seating ridge and the cover then ?ts into the recess 
by a snap action. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a side view of a dispenser made in accor 
dance with this invention, looking at the outer surface 
of the body member. 
FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the dispenser looking 

at the outer surface of the cover member and inner sur 
face of the body member. 
FIG. 2A is an enlargement of a portion of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 3 is a partial enlarged view and section looking 

into numeral 35 in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a partial enlarged section of the cover as 

sembled in the body of the dispenser. > 

SPECIFIC EXAMPLE OF INVENTION 

Referring now to the drawings, the tape dispenser l 1 
comprises a cover member 20 and a body member 30. 

5 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
The cover member 20 comprises a flat plate with a cov 
ered tapering projection 21 in the center. The body 
portion 30 has a peripheral wall 32 on a ?at plate 31, 
while 32 has an inner ridge 34 and a plurality of projec 
tions 35, 36 and 37 extending inward from wall and 
above the ridge so as to form a locking recess. In the 
center of the plate 31 is an ori?ce with a protruding 
side wall 33 engageable with the closed projection 21 
of the cover. Projection 33 acts as a hub for the tape 
40. The tape 40 feeds through throat 38 to the leading 
edge 39a of the base 39, where a groove is provided 
with the same width as the tape being dispensed for 
guiding purposes. ‘ 
The dispenser of this invention is readily dissembled 

by simply applying pressure to the central tapering pro 
jection, 21. It is easily assembled by pushing the plate 
20 in the ridge 34 against the projections 35, 36 and 37 
so that the cover 20 locks quickly and securely in place. 
I claim: . - - 

1. A container comprising in detachable combination 

a body member and a snap-in resiliently ?exible 
cover member; _ _ 

said-body member having a peripheral wall, having a 
bottom wall with a central ori?ce and also having 
an upwardly directed inner wall surrounding said 
central ori?ce; 

said peripheral wall having an inner seating ledge and 
locking means to form a snap-in seating recess; 

said cover member having a ?at outer portion seating 
in said recess; 

said cover member also having a central, inwardly ta 
pering projection in said ori?ce and surrounded by 
said inner wall, said projection terminating in a ?at 
wall portion whose plane is adjacent that of said 
bottom wall, whereby said cover member may be 
snapped into place to be engaged by said locking 
means, and may be readily unsnapped by pressing 
on said ?at portion of said projection. 

2. The container of claim 1 wherein the locking 
means comprises a plurality'of projections spaced on 
the peripheral wall above the seating ridge. 

3. A tape dispenser comprising in detachable combi 
nation - 

a body member and a snap-in cover member; 
said body member having a bottom wall with a cen 

tral ori?ce and a peripheral upwardly directed wall; 

said central ori?ce being surrounded by an upwardly 
directed inner wall; 

said peripheral wall having an inner seating ledge and 
a plurality of projections spaced above the ledge to 
form a snap-in seating recess adapted to engage the 
edge of said cover member when seated on said 
ledge within said peripheral wall; 

said cover member having a ?at outer portion and a 
central inwardly tapering closed projection; 

said ?at outer portion seating in said recess and said 
projection seating in said ori?ce within said ori?ce 
wall; . ' 

the closed end of said projection extending through 
said ori?ce to a position adjacent to said bottom 
wall, whereby said cover member may be readily 
unsnapped by pressing on said projection end and 
thereby ?exing said cover member to disengage its 
edges from said projections. 

* * * >l< * 
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