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[57] . ABSTRACT 

This invention consists of an inverted L-shaped ?exi 
ble tube having its upper and horizontally disposed 
end suitably secured to the flame arrestor on the car 
buretor of the internal combustion engine in a boat. 
The lower and vertically disposed end of the aforesaid 
?exible tube being clamped to structure having a tu 
bular screen suitably secured on the top of a ?otation 
ring that is located in the bilge of the aforesaid boat. 

2 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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VENTILATOR FOR ENGINES OF SMALL BOATS 
This invention relates to both ventilators and to small 

motor powered boats and the like; more particularly, to 
small boats having enclosed internal combustion en 
gines. _ 

One of the major causes of ‘?re on small boats that 
are powered with internal combustion engines is the 

’ lack of proper ventilation in the engine compartment 
where the engines often draw air from a spark-laden at 
mosphere. 

It is therefore the principal object of this invention to 
provide a ventilator for engines of small boats and the 
like that will eliminate the danger of explosion or ?re 
from gasoline leakage or spillage from the carburetor 
of the engine. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a venti 

lator for engines of small boats that can easily be in 
stalled, in nearly any existing small boat in a minimum 
of time and with a minimum of effort by nearly anyone 
having even a limited knowledge of the art and possess 
ing a minimum number of tools. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
ventilator for engines of small boats, the ventilator hav 
ing a minimum number of easily obtained parts that can 
usually be replaced from the stock of nearly any hard 
ware store or marine supply house. 
Other and further objects and advantages of this in 

vention will no doubt appear to those experienced in 
the art upon the reading of this speci?cation and its ap 
pended claims and upon the reading of the accompany 
ing drawing. ' 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of this invention in its en 

tirety. 
FIG. 2 is an exploded pictorial view of the supporting 

structure of the lower end of this invention. 
In the two views of the accompanying drawing, like 

parts of the invention are indicated by like reference 
numbers. The reference number 5 indicates this inven 
tion in its entirety. ' 

Directing ones attention now to the drawing it will be 
seen that this invention consists of a piece of ?exible 
metal tube 6 bent-into the basic shape of an inverted 
letter L. The upper and horizontally disposed end of 
the aforesaid ?exible metal tube 6 terminates in the 
outer end of a carburator adapter and ?ame arrestor 7 
that is clamped or otherwise secured to the inlet of the 
carburetor of the boat engine which is not shown in any 
of the views of the accompanying drawing. 
Continuing to look‘ at the drawing it will be seen that 

the lower end of the aforesaid ?exible tube 6 is secured 
by a clamp 8- to the hollow vertical portion 9 of the 
metal ?ange 10 that is located on the top of the verti 
cally disposed screen housing 11. A tubular screen 12 
is located in the aforesaid screen housing 11 which is 
provided with a plurality of elongated openings 13, as 
one can best see by looking at FIG. 2 of the accompa 
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2 
nying drawing. 

Still looking at the just-mentioned FIG. 2 of the draw 
ing it will be seen that the-above described metal ?ange 
10, tubular screen 12 and screen housing 11 all rest on 
and are bolted to a disk 14, which I call a ?otation ring, 
by means of two bolts 15. 
From the above description of the construction and 

assembly of this novel invention of a ventilator for in 
ternal combustion engines that are in small boats it will 
be seen and understood by those experienced in the art 
that this invention can be adapted to either new engines 
already having ?ame arrestors on their carburetors or 
to the carburetors of existing engines in a boat. Nor 
mally, the aforesaid ?otation ring and its attached 
structure will rest on the lowest point of the boat’s 
bilge. However, as the name implies, the ?otation ring 
will ?oat the housing if water is present in the bilge, 
thereby preventing water from being drawn up into the 
engine. Whenever the engine is running, air and fumes 
will be drawn from the lower portion of the engine 
compartment. An average internal combustion engine 
is capable of providing adequate ventilation to' an aver 
age engine compartment, particularly at the lower 
r.p.m. ranges when there would be little or no ventila 
tion resulting from the velocity of the boat. Boat en 
gines are usually set to idle at 1,000 revolutions per 
minute in order to maintain control of the boat during 
docking maneuvers. 
This invention is subject to any and all changes in de 

tail design and/or modi?cations one may care to make 
in so long as the changes and/or modi?cations all fall 
within the scope and intent of the appended claims. 
What I now claim as new is: 

l. A ventilator for engines of small boats, comprising 
an inverted L-shaped ?exible tube having its upper and 
horizontally disposed end secured to the ?ame arrestor 
of the carburetor of the engine in a boat; and the lower 
end of said tube being secured to a structure having a 
screen that is located in the bilge of said boat wherein 
said structure comprises a horizontally disposed metal 
?ange having a hollow vertically disposed portion inte 
grally formed therewith; and the lower end of said tube 
being secured to the vertically disposed portion of said 
?ange by a clamp; said ?ange being suitably secured on 
top of the structure in which said screen is located 
wherein said last-mentioned structure is in the form of 
a vertically disposed screen housing having a plurality 
of elongated openings therein; and said’screen housing 
and its screen being located on top of a ?otation ring. 

2. The invention of claim 1, wherein the said ?ange 
is bolted to the said ?otation ring by bolts that pass ver 
tically up through not only the said ?ange and the said 
?otation ring but also up through ‘the said screen hous 
ing and within the con?nes of the said screen. 

* * * * * 


