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[ 5 7 ] ABSTRACT 
A package is formed from a pair of rectangular panels, 
one having greater length than the other, and being in 
overlying relationship with respect thereto. The ends 
of the panels are constrained so that each is bowed 
vslightly with the same chordal distance between the 
ends, the longer panel being thereby spaced from the 
shorter one. Each of the panels has side panel seg 
ments de?ned by a score line extending longitudinally 
of the panels and between opposite ends thereof. 
Upon curving of the rectangular panels as aforesaid, 
the‘ side panel segments are brought into contacting 
relationship and are secured together by adhesive ma 
terial. In bringing the side panel segments into 
contact, a pair of opposite side ?anges for the recepta 
cle is formed, these aiding in the stacking of the tin 
ished receptacle. 
In a preferred ‘form of the invention the two 
rectangular panels may be foldably connected and the 
distal ends thereof secured together by adhesive. 

10 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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STACKABLE PACKAGE AND METHOD OF 
MAKING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The structure according to the present invention 

?nds particular application in the packaging of small, 
?exible articles. 

2. The Prior Art 
The closest prior art US. Pat. Nos. found in a search 

are the following: Goldsholl, 2,966,293, Dec. 27, 1960, 
229/16; Mell, 3,089,590, May 14, 1963, 206/78; 
Gould, 3,302,845, Feb. 7, 1967, 229/16; Hamilton, .Ir., 
et al. 3,343,743, Sept. 26, 1967, 229/21; Seiferth et al.," 
3,381,885, May 7, 1968, 229/53. 

It may be noted that none of the patents teaches the 
use of a pair of curved panels having side panel seg 
ments foldable to position from the rectangular panels 
an‘diiito adhei'edi'sealing engagement.~ Mell 3 ,089,590 
teaches a pair of opposed side panel segments, but 

. these are notjoined in face-to-face relationship as is 
disclosed herein. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The invention herein comprehends both a stackable 

package and the method for making same. The struc 
ture according to the present invention comprehends a 
pair of curved rectangular panels, the overlying panel 
being somewhat greater in length than the underlying 
panel, and the two panels being constrained to have 
like chordal distances whereby the upper, longer panel 
is spaced a small amount from the lower, shorter panel. 
Both of the panels have side panel segments de?ned by 
score lines extended from opposite ends thereof, the 
panel segments being foldable with respect to their 
panels along the score lines to position in secured face 
to-face relationship. By reason of the curving of the 
main panels and the formation of the dependent panel 
segments, a receptacle or envelope is formed having 
good stacking qualities. 

DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a cut and scored blank of pa-' 

perboard or the like for forming a package according 
to the present invention; ' 
FIG. 2 is an isometric view showing the manner in 

which the blank of FIG. 1 may be positioned in a ?xture 
to aid in the forming of the package; 
FIG. 3 is a view of the ?xture showing the manner in 

which it is employed; , _ ' 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the ?nished package; 
FIG. 5 is an isometric view showing how the packages 

may be stacked; , . ' ' 

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along the 
line 6-6 of FIG. looking in the. direction of the arrows;_ 

FIG. 7_ is a transverse sectional view taken along the 
line 7-7 of FIG. 4 looking in the direction of the arrows; 
and 
FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing an alternate 

manner of scoring the blank. 
The improved package according to the present in 

vention is denoted by the reference numeral 10, see 
FIG. 4, and is formed from a cut and scored blank 10A 
of paperboard or the like, see FIG. 1. The blank 10A 
consists of a ?rst rectangular panel 11 foldably con 
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2 
nected along a fold line 12 to a second rectangular 
panel 13. The width of the second rectangular panel13 
is slightly greater than the width of the ?rst rectangular 
panel 11, and the length thereof is likewise slightly 
greater than the ?rst panel 11. 

First rectangular panel 11 has side panel segments 
14, l4,each de?ned by a curved score line 16 extending 
longitudinally of the panel 11 and between opposed 
ends thereof. In the same fashion, the second rectangu 
lar panel 13 has side panel segments 17, 17, each being 
de?ned by a curved score line 18 extending longitudi 
nally of the second panel 13 and between opposed ends 
thereof. As best seen in FIG. 5, each of the panels 11 
and 13 include a central portion M and opposed end 
portions E, respectively. 
The two panels 11 and 13 have perforations 19 in the 

distal ends thereof, these falling into register in the as 
sembly of the packages as will now be described. 
Referring now to FIG. 2,'there is shown a ?xture F 

consisting of a base plate 21 having an abutment 22 at 
each end thereof. The lower panel 11 is placed in posi 
tion between the spaced abutments 22, 22, and the dis 
tance therebetween is such as to form a curve therein, 
such curvature causing the panel segments 14, 14 to be 
bent downward along the curved score lines 16 as seen 
in FIG. 2. A liner pin 23 extends upward from the base 
plate 21, and the perforation 19 of the lower panel 11 
is placed over the liner pin 23. ' 
Referring back to' FIG. 1, both panels 11 and 13 are 

provided with glue patches GP as shown enabling the 
two panels 11 and 13 to be held together adhesively. 
Referring back to FIG. 2, when the lower panel 11 

adopts the curved con?guration seen, a ?at, ?exible ar 
ticle A is placed on the panel 11 in the unglued portions 
thereof seen in FIG. 1 (those areas not denoted by the 
symbol GP). Thereafter, when article A is loaded on 
the panel 11, the second rectangular panel 13 is folded 
with respect to the lower panel 11 about the fold line 
12 in overlying position with respect to the lower panel 
11. Proper orientation of the upper panel 13 with re 
spect to the lower panel is achieved by means of the lin 
ing pin 23 seen in FIG. 2. 
By reason of the distance between the two abutments 

22, 22, and the longer dimension of the panel 13, as 
compared to the' lower panel 11, panel 13 adopts a 
curved con?guration wherein ,it is spaced from the 
lower panel‘to provide a cavity C therebetween, see 
FIGS. 6 and 7. 
By reason 'of the curving of the two panels 1 1 and 13, 

the panel segments 14 and 17 are caused to de?ect 
downward as seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the de?ection 
downward being along the respective score lines 16 and 
18. The downward re?ection of the panels 14 and 17 
is assisted by laterally moving closure members 24 seen 
in FIG. 3. These moving toward each other in the man 
ner shown to complete the closing operation. The side 
panel segments 14 and 17 are each provided with the 
glue patches GP to cause the respective segments 14 
and 17 to adhere to each other. ' 

Additionally, the distal portions of the panels 1 l and 
13, remote from their connecting fold line 12, are 
caused to join by the glue patches GP between the 
same, the operation being assisted by a pressure shoe 
26 operable adjacentone of the abutments22. It may 
be noted in passing that the glue patches GP are prefer 
ably of a pressure sensitive type, not requiring the use 
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of moistening apparatus or heating for causing the 
same to adhere together. 
Referring now to FIG. 5, each of the receptacles 10 

at the conclusion of the forming operation seen in 
FIGS. 2 and 3 adopts a con?guration whereby each of 

i said receptacles may be stacked oneon top the other. 

Referring now to FIG. 8, there is shown another form 
of blank indicated by reference numeral 30A. It is iden 
tical in form to blank 10A of FIG. 1, except that the 
curved score lines 16 and 18 of FIG. 1 are replaced by 
segmented score lines 16A, 16B and 16C on panel 11 
and segmented score lines 18A, 18B and 18C on panel 
13. Segments 16B and 18B are parallel to the edges of 
their respective blanks, while segments 16A and 16C, 
and segments 18A and 18C extend from the ends of 
segments 16B and 18B to corners of their respective 
blanks. 
The forming sequences described for blank 10A in 

FIGS. 2 and 3 apply equally as well to blank 30A and 
the resultant package has the same stacking qualities as 
the package seen in FIG. 4. 

I claim: 
1. A stackable package comprising: 
a. top and bottom panels disposed in spaced relation 

ship for at least portions of their lengths to de?ne 
a cavity therebetween; 

b. at least one of said panels having a center portion 
and end portions which are deflected away from 
said center portion; _ 

c. said top and bottom panels each including side seg 
ments defined by one or more score lines which ex 
tend between opposite ends of the panels but not 
in a straight line; 

d. means joining corresponding side segments of the 
panels to close said cavity; ’ 

e. the side segments of one panel extending beyond 
the other of said panels to de?ne a hollow area and 
thereby enable said packages to be nestably 
stacked one atop another. 

2. A stackable package according to claim 1 wherein 
one of said panels has a greater length than the other. 

3. A stackable package according to claim 1 wherein 
one of said panels has a greater width than the other. 
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4. A package according to claim 1 wherein said score 
lines include sections parallel to said top and bottom 
panels, and other sections extending from the ends of 
said parallel sections to opposite corners of said panels. 

5. A package according to claim 1 wherein said score 
lines extend in a continuous curve between opposed 
ends of the panels. 

6. A package comprising: 
a. a ?rst rectangular panel having side panel seg 
ments therein each de?ned by a score line extend 
ing longitudinally of said panel between opposite 
ends and from corners thereof; 

b. a second rectangular panel having a length slightly 
greater than the length of said ?rst panel and hav 
ing side panel segments each de?ned by a score 
line extending longitudinally of said second panel 
between opposite ends and from corners thereof; 

c. said ?rst panel being curved in a plane extending 
longitudinally thereof; 

d. said second panel being curved in a similar plane 
extending longitudinally thereof and having a ra 
dius in such plane which is different from the radius 
of the ?rst panel so that when said ?rst and second 
panels are in contact along the ends thereof, a cav 
ity is defined between said ?rst and second panels; 

c. said ?rst and second panel segments of said ?rst 
and second rectangular panels being secured to 
gether to maintain said ?rst and second panels in 
such curved spaced relationship. 

7. A package according" to claim 6 wherein the longer 
of said panels has a width which is greater than the 
width of said second panel. 

8. A package according to claim 6 wherein said pan 
els are joined at one end thereof. 

9. A package according to claim 6 wherein said score 
line is curved. 

10. A package according to claim 6 wherein said 
socre lines include segments parallel to said top and 
bottom panels, and segments extending from the ends 
of said parallel segments to opposite corners of said 
panels. 

* * * =l= * 


