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[57] ABSTRACT 
A substrate of semiconductor material of one conduc 
tivity type is provided with an insulating member over 
lying a surface of the substrate and a conducting mem 
ber overlying the insulating member to form a surface 
charge storage cell. A capacitor is provided in circuit 
with a source of operating potentials between the con 

ducting member and the substrate. Switching means in 
shunt with the capacitor connects the terminals of the 
capacitor together for one period of time and discon 
nects them for another period of time. The polarity 
and magnitude of the voltage applied to the storage 
cell is such as to produce depletion of majority carri» 
ers in a region in the surface adjacent portion of the 
substrate underlying the conducting member. Expo 
sure of the substrate to radiation generates minority 
carriers therein which are stored near the surface of 
the depletion region. Circuit means are provided for 
changing the potential between the conducting mem 
ber and the terminal of the capacitor remote from the 
substrate during the time the terminals of the capaci 
tor are disconnected from one another to inject the 
stored minority carriers into the substrate whereby a 
displacement current flows in circuit between the sub 
strate and the capacitor and produces a voltage across 
the capacitor which is proportional to the minority 
carriers stored in the depletion region'during the time‘ 
the terminals of the capacitor were connected. A plu 
rality of storage cells such as described above are also 
provided on a common substrate and each of the cells 
are addressed in turn to effect injection of the charge 
stored therein into the substrate and produce respec 
tive voltages across a capacitor connected in circuit 
with the substrate. Means are provided for sampling 
the voltages developed across the capacitor in turn to 
provide an output having an amplitude varying with 
time in accordance with the variation in amplitude of 
the sample voltages. Q 

25 Claims, 59 Drawing Figures 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SENSING 
RADIATION AND PROVIDING ELECTRICAL 

READOUT 

The present invention relates in general to apparatus 
including devices and circuits therefor for sensing radi 
ation and developing electrical signals in accordance 
therewith. The present invention relates in particular to 
such apparatus which senses and integrates charge due 
to electromagnetic radiation flux which stores the inte 
grated value and which provides an electrical readout 
of the stored value. 
This application is related to U. S. Pat. No. 3,623,026 

and copending patent applications Ser. No. 792,569, 
filed Jan. 21, 1969, Ser. No. 203,110, ?led Nov. 24, 
1971 and Ser. No. 201,855, ?led Nov. 24, 1971, all as 
signed to the assignee of the present invention. This ap 
plication is also related to patent application Ser. No. 
264,804 ?led concurrently herewith and assigned to 
the assignee of the present application. 
Radiation sensing apparatus are widely used in many 

applications to obtain electrical signals representative 
of the received radiation. The electrical signals are usu 
ally used to provide a visual display of the received ra 
diation. One class of devices used in such radiation 
sensing apparatus includes a radiation sensitive target 
on which electrical charge is developed in response to 
received radiation and is read out by an electron beam 
which scans the target. Such class of‘ imaging devices 
includes the well established image orthicon and vid 
icon and also includes newly developed devices utiliz 
ing a matrix of semiconductor diodes as targets. Such 
class of imaging devices require the use of an electron 
beam for scanning and electrical readout. Generation 
and control of the electron beam requires the use of 
vacuum tube techniques including a vacuum envelope, 
thermionic cathode, high voltage power supplies and 
usually bulky and expensive magnetic focus and de?ec 
tion coils. 
Various attempts have been made to provide an all 

solid state image sensing device in which the scanning 
functions as well as the image sensing functions are 
solid state thereby eliminating the need for an electron 
beam and the apparatus required to establish and oper 
ate the electron beam. One such attempt includes the 
use of a matrix of photo diodes which are charged to 
a preset voltage and discharged in accordance with the 
received radiation. The extent of discharge of each of 
the diodes is sensed, for example, by sensing the cur 
rent required to recharge each of the diodes to the pre 
set voltage. Thus a measure of the radiation received by 
each of the diodes is obtained. Arrays of such diode de 
vices have poor substrate area utilization and have lim 
ited dynamic range. Also, the number of circuit con 
nections required for each of the devices to provide de 
vice selection and read out increases the complexity of 
the array. In large arrays such complexity would limit 
yield of usable arrays obtainable in mass fabrication of 
such arrays. In the operation of such arrays the capaci 
tance signal coupled from the scanning drive lines to 
the readout circuit is not cancelled and appears as un 
desired video signal variations. 
More recently another class of devices referred to as 

surface charge storage devices have been proposed and 
developed utilizing a substrate of semiconductor mate 
rial in a surface adjacent portion of which an array of 
charge storage sites are provided. Radiation incident 
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2 
on the substrate generates charges which are stored in 
the sites in accordance with radiation received thereby. 
Such devices are described and claimed in the afore 
mentioned U.S. Pat. No. 3,623,026 and aforemen 
tioned patent applications Ser. No. 792,569, Ser. No. 
203,110 and Ser. No. 201,885. One method of obtain 
ing electrical read out in such devices is by row and col 
umn address of the sites along the surface of the sub 
strate. Another method of readout includes the provi 
sion of channels in the substrate adjacent to a row of 
sites into which the charge is switched and then stepped 
out into a utilization channel. Such a method and de 
vice is disclosed and claimed in a copending patent ap— 
plication Ser. No. 240,843, ?led Apr. 3, 1972 and as 
signed to the assignee of the present invention. 
The present invention is directed to providing im 

provement in the surface charge storage devices de 
scribed above. 
Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 

provide a radiation responsive device utilizing surface 
charge storage and arrays of such devices in which 
electrical read out is obtained'by simple means. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a simple radiation responsive device utilizing surface 
charge storage and simple arrays of such devices which 
provide electrical read out and which operate with high 
efficiency, fidelity and reliability as well as with high 
sensitivity. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an array of radiation sensing elements which may be 
fabricated in large sizes with high yield and low cost. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an array of self scanned radiation sensing elements. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an array of radiation sensing elements of high resolu 
tion. 

In carrying out the present invention in one illustra 
tive embodiment a substrate of semiconductor material 
of one conductivity type is provided with an insulating 
member overlying a surface of the substrate and a eon~ 
ducting member overlying the insulating member to 
form a surface charge storage cell. A capacitor is pro 
vided in circuit with a source of operating potentials 
between the conducting member and the substrate. 
Switching means in shunt with the capacitor connects 
the terminals of the capacitor together for one period 
of time and disconnects them for another period of 
time. The polarity and magnitude of the voltage applied 
to the storage cell is such as to produce depletion of 
majority carriers in a region in the surface adjacent 
portion of the substrate underlying the conducting 
member. Exposure of the substrate to radiation gener 
ates minority carriers therein which are stored near the 
surface of the depletion region. Circuit means are pro 
vided for changing the potential between the conduct 
ing member and the terminal of the capacitor remote 
from the substrate during the time the terminals of the 
capacitor are disconnected from one another to inject 
the stored minority carriers into the substrate whereby 
a displacement current flows in circuit between the 
substrate and the capacitor and produces a voltage 
across the capacitor which is proportional to the minor 
ity carriers stored in the depletion region during the 
time the terminals of the capacitor were connected. 

In another illustrative embodiment of the present in 
vention a plurality of storage cells are provided on a 
common substrate and each of the cells are addressed 
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in turn to effect injection of the charge stored therein 
into the substrate and produce respective voltages 
across a capacitor connected in circuit with the sub 
strate. Means are provided for sampling the voltages 
developed across the capacitor in turn to provide a out 
put having an amplitude varying with time in accor 
dance with the variation in amplitude of the sampled 
voltages. 
The novel features which are believed to be charac 

teristic of the present invention are set forth with par 
ticularity in the appended claims. The invention itself, 
both as to its organization and method of operation, to 
gether with further objects and advantages thereof may 
best be understood by reference to the following de 
scription taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings wherein: 
FIGS. lA-lC show diagrams of a conductor 

insulator-semiconductor cell connected in circuit and 
illustrating various stages of operation thereof in accor 
dance with one aspect of the present invention. 
FIG. 1D shows a simpli?ed schematic diagram of a 

linear array of sensing cells such as described in FIGS. 
lA-lC. 
FIGS. 2A~2C show diagrams of pairs of conductor 

insulator-semiconductor cells connected in circuit and 
illustrating various stages of operation thereof in accor 
dance with other aspects of the present invention. 
FIGS. 3A-3C are graphs of various voltage and cur 

rent signals appearing in the diagrams of FIGS. 2A-2C. 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of an array or assembly of a plu 

rality of radiation responsive cells formed on a com 
mon semiconductor substrate in accordance with the 
present invention. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view of the assembly of FIG. 4 

taken along section lines 5-5 of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the assembly of FIG. 3 

taken along section lines 6-6 of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the assembly of FIG. 3 

taken along section lines 7-7 of FIG. 4. 
FIGS. 8A—8E are diagrams which will be used in ex 

plaining one mode of operation of the sensing cells of 
FIGS. 2A-2C and of FIG. 4-7. Each ?gure includes a 
portion of a device including two coupled conductor 
insulator-semiconductor cells with various potentials 
applied to various elements thereof along with a dia 
gram of the potential at the surface of the semiconduc 
tor substrate thereof. 
FIGS. 9A-9E are diagrams similar to the diagrams of 

FIGS. 8A—8E which will be used in explaining another 
mode of operation of the sensing cells of FIGS. 2A-2C 
and of FIG. 4-7. 
FIGS. IDA-10E are diagrams similar to the diagrams 

of FIGS. 8A—8E which will be used in explaining a fur 
ther mode of operation of the sensing cells of FIGS. 
2A-2C and FIGS. 4—7. 
FIG. 11 is a block diagram of an image sensing and 

display system including the image sensing array of 
FIGS. 4—7. A literal designation in the block diagram 
refers to a corresponding literal designation in the wave 
form diagrams of FIGS. l2A-120. 
FIGS. 12A through 12-0 are wave form diagrams 

drawn to-a common time scale representing signals ap 
pearing at various points in the system of FIG. 11. 
FIG. 13 is a plan view of a part of an array of sensing 

devices each including a pair of plates in a conductor 
insulator-semiconductor structure formed on a com 

mon semiconductor substrate similar to the array of 
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4 
FIG. 4 showing another mode of coupling the plates of 
a pair of cells. 

FIG. 14 is a sectional view of FIG. 13 taken along 
section lines 14-14 of FIG. 13. 
FIG. 15 is a sectional view of FIG. 13 taken along 

section lines 15-15 of FIG. 13. 
FIG. 16 is a plan view ofa part of an array of sensing 

devices each including a pair of plates in a conductor 
insulator-semiconductor structure formed on a com 

mon semiconductor substrate similar to the structure of 
FIG. 4 showing a further mode of coupling the plates 
of the cells of a device. 
FIG. 17 is a sectional view of FIG. 16 taken along 

section lines 17-17 of FIG. 16. 
FIG. 18 is a diagram of an image sensing array in 

which various functional blocks for performing scan 
ning and other functions are integrally formed on a 
common substrate along with sensing cells and lines 
therefor to provide a image sensing assembly in accor 
dance with a further aspect of the present invention. 
FIGS. 19A through 19H are diagrams of amplitude 

versus time drawn to a common time scale of signals 
occurring at various points in the assembly of FIG. 18. 
The place of occurrence of a signal of FIGS. 19A-19H 
in the block diagram of FIG. 18 is referenced in FIG. 
18 by a literal designation corresponding to the literal 
designation of the ?gure reference. 
Reference is now made to FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C 

showing a conductor-insulator-semiconductor radia 
tion sensing cell 10 in cross section, connected in cir 
cuit in various stages of operation in accordance with 
the present invention. The cell may be a part of an 
array of such cells formed on a common substrate of 
semiconductor material. The cell is not shown in exact 
proportion in order to clearly illustrate the various 
parts and operation thereof. The cell includes a sub 
strate ll of N-type semiconductor material, a layer 12 
of insulating material overlying a major surface 13 of 
the substrate and a conducting member or plate 14 
overlying the opposite surface of the insulating layer. 
The plate 14 is connected to the negative terminal of 
a source 15 of operating potential, the positive terminal 
of which is connected to ground. A pair of output ter 
minals l6 and 17 are provided, one of which is con 
nected to ground and the other of which is connected 
to the substrate 12. A capacitor 18 is connected be 
tween the terminals 16 and 17. A switch 19 function 
ally indicated as a single pole-single throw switch, is 
also connected between the terminals 16 and 17. Con 
veniently, the connection to the plate 14, the output 
tenninal 17 connected to a terminal of source 15, and 
the output terminal 16 connected to the substrate 11 
are referred to, respectively, as ?rst, second, and third 
terminals. 
The operation of the cell 10 in circuit will be ex 

plained by considering a specific example in which the 
cell 10 is constituted of speci?c material, in which the 
elements thereof are of speci?c proportions, and to 
which speci?c operating potentials are applied. The 
substrate 11 is constituted of monocrystalline silicon 
having a thickness of approximately 250 microns (1 mi 
cron is 10-6 meter), a resistivity of approximately 4 
ohm-centimeter, and a reasonable minority carrier life 
time of the order of 50 microseconds. The insulating 
layer 12 is thermally grown silicon dioxide about 0.1 
micron thick. The plate is a thin layer of a suitable 
metal such as molybdenum or aluminum vapor depos 
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ited on the insulating layer and having a contact surface 
area of about 1 square mil, that is, the plate 14 may be 
considered a plate of rectangular outline having ap 
proximately the dimensions of 1.2 mils by 0.9 mils (a 
mil is one thousandth of an inch). Of course, the plate 
may also be constituted of any conductive material 
such as silicon suitably doped to render it conductive. 
The source 15 provides a potential difference of 10 
volts. With the switch 19 closed a negative potential of 
10 volts is applied to the plate 14 in respect to the sub~ 
strate 11 to cause majority carriers to be depleted from 
the region 20 in the surface adjacent portion of the sub 
strate, the boundary of which is schematically desig 
nated by the dotted outline 21. Conveniently, the initial 
potential applied to the plate 14 may be referred to as 
the ?rst potential and the potential applied to the ter 
minal of the capacitor 18 remote from the substrate as 
the second potential. A current flows in circuit with the 
substrate to charge the dielectric capacitance repre 
sented by the plate to substrate surface capacitance, 
and the capacitance of the depletion region connected 
in series. The width of the depletion region, that is, the 
extent of penetration thereof into the surface adjacent 
portion of the substrate may be of the order of 3 mi— 
crons immediately upon application of the indicated 
potentials to the cell, providing an initial depletion ca 
pacitance of approximately 0.03 picofarads per square 
mil. The plate to substrate or dielectric capacitance is 
of the order of 10 times the capacitance of the deple 
tionregion capacitance. At the instant of application of 
the operating potentials to the cell depletion in the re 
gion 20 is established and the potential of the surface 
of the region 20 drops to a value close to the potential 
on the plate 14. The portion of the substrate 11 outside 
of the region 20 is at ground potential. Accordingly, the 
potential gradients in the depletion region are oriented 
to cause minority carriers, holes in the case of N-type 
conductivity semiconductor material, generated by ra 
diation and collectively designated by the arrow 22 en 
tering the depletion region to be swept across the de 
pletion region and be stored at the surface thereof to 
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form an inversion layer of a conductivity type opposite , 
to the conductivity type of the substrate. As a hole is 
swept to the surface of the depleted region an electron 
moves out from the substrate connection 16 to the 
plate 14 to provide a balancing charge thereon. This is 
schematically indicated by arrow 23. 
Reference is now made to FIG. 1B which shows the 

cell of FIG. 1A after the elapse of a period of time dur 
ing which charges have been generated in response to 
radiation and accumulated in the inversion layer, sche 
matically designated by positive charge signs 24 near 
the surface of the region 20. Such accumulation causes 
the extent or width of depletion in the substrate to de~ 
crease as indicated by boundary line 21 and also causes 
the potential of the surface of the region 20 to increase 
toward ground. 

In FIG. 1C, the switch 19 is open and subsequent 
thereto the potential of the plate 14 is increased to a 
third potential, i.e., ground in the example under con 
sideration indicated by a zero adjacent a terminal of the 
source 15 connected to plate 14. The increase in poten 
tial of the plate 14 from a negative value to a zero value 
causes a reduction in the electric field that maintained 
the charge in the surface inversion layer and causes the 
minority carriers stored in the inversion layer 24 to be 
injected into the substrate. The injection of minority 
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6 
carriers is indicated by the distribution of positive 
charge throughout the substrate 11. Such injection 
causes a neutralizing negative charge to flow into the 
substrate, Le, a conventional current to flow out of the 
substrate. Such current flows from the substrate 11 into 
the capacitor 18 which becomes charged to a value de 
pendent on the injected charge. The minority carriers 
injected into the substrate eventually diffuse or recom 
bine therein. Reestablishment of the depletion region 
for another cycle of operation should await disappear 
ance of such minority carriers from the region 20, oth~ 
erwise the stored charge would be reaccumulated or 
recollected in the reestablished depletion region. 

In one mode of operation, the switch 19 connects the 
substrate terminal 16 to ground and thereafter a nega— 
tive potential is applied to the plate to reestablish the 
depletion region in the substrate for another radiation 
sensing cycle. Accordingly, the cell is exposed to radia 
tion for a period of time which may be relatively long 
to store charge which is a function of the time integral 
of radiation ?ux on the region 20 and regions adjacent 
thereto. During a second period of time, that is, the 
time for readout which time may be quite short, charge 
is injected by returning plate 14 to zero potential at the 
same time switch 19 is opened. The integrated charge 
due to radiation and depletion region charge is stored 
in the capacitor 18. Successive samples may be taken 
of the voltage appearing on the integrating capacitance 
18 to provide a video signal representative of the varia 
tion in radiation sensed by the cell. In an alternative cir 
cuit for this mode of operation the integrated capacitor 
may be ‘eliminated and the peaks of the‘ displacement 
currents produced by injection in successive cycles of 
operation are sensed and video signals developed 
therefrom. 

In another preferred mode of operation of the struc 
ture of FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C the potential on plate 14 
is returned to its original value prior to closing of the 
reset switch 19 and subsequent to the time during 
which the injected minority carriers have disappeared 
from the region 20. In this mode of operationthe cur 
rent flow into the substrate subtracts from the current 
?ow out of the substrate. The depletion region compo 
nent of current flow out of the substrate, identi?ed as 
due to remaining depletion charge, is very nearly equal 
to the current ?ow into the substrate which initially es 
tablished the depletion region, referred to as depletion 
region charging current. As minority carriers generated 
in response to received radiation are progressively 
stored in the inversion layer, the extent or width of the 
depletion region is progressively reduced, i.e., the mo 
bile charge produced by radiation progressively re 
duces the electric ?eld in the substrate and hence the 
width of the depletion region. Therefore, the depletion 
region component of current in the current ?owing out 
of the substrate on injection becomes progressively less 
as photon generated charge is accumulated. Accord 
ingly, when the time integral of depletion region charg 
ing current is substracted from the time integral of in 
jection current plus remaining depletion charge cur 
rent, the net charge as a function of received radiation 
is substantially linear at low levels of storage and pro 
gressively departs from linearity at increasing storage 
levels until at maximum storage level, or saturation, the 
departure from linearity becomes maximum. However, 
as depletion region establishing charge is substantially 
smaller than charge stored at saturation level, the per 



3,786,263 
7 

formance of the device is not appreciably affected. 
Even were it considered signi?cant such non-linearity 
is easily compensated for in the utilization circuits in 
which the device is incorporated, if necessary or de 
sired. 
Samples may be taken of the voltage on the integrat 

ing capacitor resulting from successive cycles of opera 
tion of the cell to provide a video signal which repre 
sents the integrated value of radiation falling on the cell 
in successive cycles of operation. Thus, in this mode of 
operation spurious signals produced in the video output 
due to the drive voltages applied to the cell are largely 
eliminated. In the case of an array, charge contained in 
the stray capacitance of the conductors connected to 
the plate of the device being read out is also included 
in current flowing into the integrating capacitance. 
This component of current can be quite large in rela 
tion to the current flow in response to injection of the 
charge. However, as this component of current is not 
affected by storage of charge in the device, it is com 
pletely cancelled by reestablishment of storage poten 
tial on the device. Also, in arrays, variations in the cell 
capacitances are eliminated as long as the ?rst and 
third potential levels do not vary in the scanning of the 
array. While in the example the third potential applied 
to the plate 14 was ground or identical to the second 
potential, it should be readily apparent that the third 
potential could be any potential between the ?rst and 
second potentials as will be apparent below. 
The cell disclosed in FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C may be 

utilized in a linear or one dimensional array of such 
cells which are scanned or addressed in turn to provide 
an electrical signal of the radiation incident on the ar 
ray. Each cell may be periodically operated to execute 
in turn the sequence represented by FIGS. 1A, 1B and 
1C to provide a signal at the output terminals. The volt 
age at the output terminals would be sampled in turn 
to provide a video signal representing the received radi 
ation. The linear array of elements may be arranged in 
two dimensions, that is in rows and columns in which 
the elements in a ?rst row are scanned followed in turn 
by elements in a second row and so forth until the en 
tire array has been scanned. 
FIG. 1D shows a simpli?ed schematic diagram of one 

such one-dimensional array of sensing cells such as de 
scribed in FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C. In this figure, the sub 
strate 25 represents the substrate of the cell 26 to be 
addressed for readout. The substrate 27 schematically 
shown as larger than substrate 25 represents the sub 
strate of the other cells 28 of the array. The substrates 
of the cells of the array may be separate or formed in 
a common body or wafer of semiconductor material. 
The capacitance 31 represents the capacitance be 
tween the plate of the cell 26 and the surface of the 
substrate 25. The capacitance 32 represents the collec 
tive capacitances of the plates of the other cells 28 in 
relation to the surface of the substrate 27. The sub 
strates 25 and 27 are connected together by conductor 
33 on which is provided with output terminal 29. Ter 
minal 30 connected to ground provides the other out 
put terminal. The plate of cell 26 is connected through 
an isolation resistance 34 to the negative terminal of a 
source 35 of potential, the positive terminal of which 
is connected to ground. The plates of the other cells 32 
are connected through a collective isolating resistance 
36 to the negative terminal of the source 35. The plate 
of cell 26 is connected through switch 40 to ground. 
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8 
The plate of each of the cells 27 is also connected to 
ground through a respective switch (not shown, as it is 
used only at the time the cell is being addressed for 
read out). A reset switch 42 is connected between the 
output terminals 29 and 30. In this circuit the integrat 
ing capacitance which is relatively large, is now pro 
vided by essentially the sum of the depletion capaci 
tances of cells 28 and the stray capacitance of the ar 
ray. The integrating capacitance should be large in re 
lation to the dielectric capacitance of a cell. External 
capacitance may be added in shunt with the inherent 
capacitance of the array, if needed or desired. 

In the operation of the circuit of FIG. 1D, initially the 
reset switch 42 is closed, thereby providing a potential 
between the plates and substrate of the array and estab 
lishing an individual depletion region 45 and collective 
depletion region 46 in the substrates 25 and 27, re 
spectively. The substrates of cell 26 andrthe collective 
cell 28 are charged to ground potential. Radiation pro 
duced charge is stored in the depletion regions. After 
a period of time, sufficient for radiation generated 
charge to accumulate in depletion region 45, the 
switch 42 is opened. As the capacitance of collective 
cell 28 is large, the potential of the substrate 27 re 
mains essentially at ground. Next, the read out switch 
40 is closed connecting the plate of cell 26 to ground 
and causing the charge stored in the depletion region 
45 to be injected in the substrate 25. Such injection 
causes displacement current to ?ow out of the sub 
strate 25 into the capacitance of the collective cell 28 
of the array thereby producing a change in voltage be 
tween the output terminals 29 and 30. Opening of the 
read out switch 40 after the injected minority carriers 
have either recombined or diffused away from the de 
pletion region causes a net voltage to appear across the 
output terminals 29 and 30 which represents the radia 
tion generated charge stored in the cell 26. The net 
voltage may be sampled. The reset switch 42 is then 
closed and the system is automatically reset for an 
other read out operation on another cell. Accordingly, 
in sequence the cells of a linear array of cells so con 
nected may be read out to provide respective voltages 
which in turn may be sampled to provide a video sig 
nal. Although isolating resistors 34 and 36 have been 
shown connected, respectively to the plates of the cells 
26 and 28, th plates could just as well have been repre 
sented as connected to points which are pulsed individ 
ually as described. 
Reference is now made to FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C 

which show a pair of coupled sensing cells particularly 
suitable for operation in two dimensional arrays. FIG. 
2A shows the coupled cells at a stage in which charge 
has accumulated in the depletion regions thereof and 
would correspond to the stage represented in FIG. 1B. 
FIG. 2B shows a stage in the operation of the coupled 
cells in which the charge storedin one cell has been, 
transferred to the other cell. FIG. 2C shows the read 
out stage in the operation of the coupled cells and 
would correspond to the stage represented by FIG. 1C. 
FIG. 2A shows a device 50 including a substrate 51 of 
N-type conductivity semiconductor material, an insu 
lating member 52 overlying the major surface 53 of the 
substrate, and the pair of plates 54 and S5 overlying 
the insulating member. Plate 54 is adapted to be con 
nected to row conductor line of an array consisting of 
rows and columns of radiation sensing devices. Plate 55 
is adapted to be connected to a column conductor line 



9 
of the array. Integrating capacitor 18 is connected be 
tween the substrate terminal 16 and ground terminal 
17. A reset switch 19 is connected across terminals 16 
and 17. Plates 54 and 55 are closely spaced and the 
substrate underlying the space between the plates is 
provided with a P-type conductivity region 56. The 
plate 54 and plate 55 are connected to operating po 
tential points on a source (not shown) of operating 
voltage to provide the indicated negative potentials 
with respect to ground, i.e., V, = ~10 volts and V, = 
—l0 volts. The device 50 and associate operating cir 
cuit is similar to the device 10 of FIG. 1A and its oper 
ating circuit. Accordingly, the terminals of device 50 
and operating potentials therefor may be similarly des~ 
ignated. The connection to column oriented plate 55, 
the ground terminal 17, and the substrate terminal are 
referred to respectively as first, second and third termi 
nals, and, in addition, the connection to the row ori 
ented plate 54 is referred to as the fourth terminal. The 
storage potentials applied to the column oriented plate 
55 and to the row oriented plate 54 are referred to re 
spectively, as ?rst and fourth potentials. The reference 
or ground potential is referred to as the second poten» 
tial. The injection potential for the column oriented 
plate 55 is referred to as the third potential. In struc 
ture, the device 50 is identical to the device 10 except 
for the addition of plate 54 which is identical to plate 
55 and spaced therefrom on insulating member 52 and 
for the provisions of a P-type conductivity region in the 
substrate underlying the space between the plates 54 
and 55. 
When potentials of appropriate polarity with respect 

to the substrate and appropriate magnitude, for exam 
ple the -—10 volts indicated in FIG. 2A, are applied to 
the plates 54 and 55, a pair of depletion regions 57 and 
58 are formed which are connected together by the 
high conductivity P-type region 56 which also has a de 
pletion region 59 associated with it. Accordingly, 
charge stored in one of the depletion regions under ei 
ther of the plates 54 iand 55 may readily flow to the 
other depletion region through the P-type conductivity 
region 56. As in the case of FIG. 1B, radiation ?ux en 
tering the depletion region causes the generation of 
minority carriers which are stored at the surface of the 
depletion regions. This condition is indicated by cur 
rent ?ow into the substrate as charge accumulates in 
the surface portion of the depletion regions and corre- ' 
sponds to‘conduction of electron charge in the exter 
nal potential applying circuits between the plates and 
the substrate. FIG. 2B shows the condition of the de~ 
vice when the voltage on plate 54 is set at zero to col 
lapse the depletion region and cause the charge that 
was stored therein to flow or transfer into the inversion 
layer in region 58 underlying the plate 55. To read out 
the charge that has been stored in the inversion layer, 
potential on the plate 55 is reduced to zero after the 
reset switch 19 connected across the integrating ca 
pacitor 18 has been opened. Such action causes the 
carriers stored in the inversion layer to be injected into 
and produce a current flow out of the substrate repre 
senting the charge stored in the depletion region as de 
scribed in connection with FIG. 1C. 
Reference is now made to FIGS. 3A, 3B and 3C 

which show, respectively, graphs of column oriented 
plate drive voltage V", read out current, and integrat 
ing capacitor voltage drawn to a common time scale 
for the device shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C for two 
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different conditions of charge storage in the cells, one 
in which no radiation produced charge has been stored 
and the other in which charge has been stored in re 
sponse to radiation. It is assumed that the voltage V, 
of the row oriented plate has been reduced to zero. 
FIG. 3A shows identical pulses 61 and 62 of drive volt 
age applied to the plate 55 in different cycles of opera— 
tion. FIG. 3B shows the currents which ?ow through 
thesubstrate connection in response to the application 
of such pulses. FIG. 3C shows the voltage developed 
across the capacitor 18 due to the current flow shown 
in FIG. 38. FIG. 3C also shows the periods of time dur 
ing which the reset switch 19 is open and periods of 
time during which it is closed. The first pair of current 
pulses 63 and 64 shown in FIG. 38 represent a condi 
tion in which no radiation has been received and hence 
no charge stored in the column oriented cell of the de 
vice 50. During the change of voltage from a minus ten 
volt’level to ground level, the charge used to establish 
the depletion region 58 flows out and appears as the 
positive going pulse 63. After the read out period the 
voltage on the plate is returned to its minus ten volt 
level and produces charge ?ow, represented by a cur 
rent pulse 64 to establish the initial depletion region 
under the plate 58 and is equal to the current pulse 62. 
Accordingly, a voltage pulse 65 is developed across ca» 
pacitor 18 which is essentially identical in form except 
for its amplitude to pulse 61. The net voltage output 
at the end of the integration operation is zero as shown 
in FIG. 3C. Attention is now directed to pulses 67 and 
68 produced in response to application of pulse 62 to 
the column oriented cell. The positive pulse 67 of large 
amplitude represents the charge stored in the deple 
tion region 58 in response to radiation as well as some 
of the charge which flowed into the substrate as a re 
sult of the depletion region capacitance. The negative 
pulse 68 of small amplitude represents current which 
flows into the substrate to establish the initial depletion 
region therein. Integration of pulses 67 and 68 in ca 
pacitor 18 produces a pulse 70 of the form shown. Ini 
daily, the voltage across the capacitorl8 rises to'a 
large amplitude or level 71 due to the first pulse 67 of 
current and upon occurrence of the second pulse 68 
of current the voltage on the capacitor drops to a sec 
ond level 72, conveniently referred to as the back 
porch of the pulse. The second lever 72 represents a 
voltage corresponding to the charge stored in the inver 
sion layer of region 58. Note that the reset switch 19 
is open during the sampling interval, i.e., during the oc 
currence of the voltage pulses of FIG. 3C of each cycle . 
of operation of the sensing device and remains closed 
during the remainder of the cycle during which storage _ 
of charge is occurring in the device in the case ofa sys 
tem with a single device. Successive cycles of opera 
tion of the device in circuit would produce successive 
voltage pulses such as pulse 70, the back porch of 
which varies in accordance with the radiation incident 
on the device during the storage period. Sampling the 
back porch of the successive voltage pulses would pro— 
vide a signal representing the variation of radiation in 
cident on the device as a function of time. In the case 
of an array of such devices the switch which shorts out 
the integrating capacitance common to all of the de 
vices of the array is opened and closed during the read 
out of each device of the array and accordingly is cy 
cled many times during a storage and readout cycle of 
a single device of the array. 
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An array and the manner in which such an array is 
made will be described in connection with FIGS. 4, 5, 
6 and 7. A more detailed explanation of the various 
modes of operation of the cells will be described in 
connection with FIGS. 8A-8F, 9A-9F, and 10A—l0F. 
A system incorporating the array of FIG. 4 will be de 
scribed in connection with FIGS. 11 and 12A-l2D. 
However, before proceeding with a description of the 
array of FIG. 4, it will be instructive to consider the 
operation of a cell of FIG. lA-lD or the cells of FIG. 
2A_2C. The dielectric capacitance of the cell is prefer 
ably large in relation to initial depletion capacitance of 
the cell to provide large ratio of storage capability for 
photon generated charge to spurious current due to 
charging and discharging of the depletion region. A 
ratio of dielectric to depletion capacitance of ten to 
one in each of the cells of a two dimensional array of 
a large number of cells provides adequate storage ca 
pability to represent a large range of radiation intensi 
ties while the spurious signal due to the depletion re 
gion is small enough that ampli?er overloading and 
consequent loss of cancellation of capacitive signals 
from the unaccessed cells in a column of the array does 
not occur. Two ways in which to alter the ratio for 
given operation potentials is by altering the insulating 
layer thickness or by altering the resistivity of the sub 
strate. 

Also, the integrating capacitance is preferably large 
in relation to the dielectric capacitance of a cell in 
order to provide relatively small fluctuations in sub 
strate potential in the cyclical operation of the cell. 
With larger integrating capacitance, the voltage varia 
tion thereon in response to signal currents from the 
substrate are correspondingly smaller i.e., the signal to 
noise ratio of the sampled signal decreases. With 
smaller integrating capacitance the variation in sub 
strate potential becomes larger and correspondingly 
less charge is injected into the substrate for a given dif 
ference between storage potential and injection poten 
tial on the plate of the cell, or expressed in other words 
a greater such difference in potential is required to ob 
tain full injection of stored charge. 

It is also instructive to consider what happens when 
a cell such as described in FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C has a 
step voltage applied between the substrate and the‘ 

plate of a polarity and magnitude as to produce deple 
tion in a surface adjacent region thereof, i.e., when 
plate is negative with respect to substrate. At the in 
stant of application of the step voltage, the depletion 
extends to a certain distance inward from the surface 
of the substrate. The potential at the surface is close 
to the potential on the plate i.e., negative. The poten 
tial as a function of distance into the substrate in 
creases until at the aforementioned certain distance it 
is at ground potential. With the passage of time, minor 
ity carriers generated in the depletion region by the 
thermal energy of the cell and by radiation incident on 
the cell are impelled to the surface of the depletion re 
gion by the aforementioned potential gradient in the 
depletion region and held there by the established 
electric field. The corresponding electrons of hole 
electron pairs that are generated travel in the external 
biasing circuit to the plate where they are stored. The 
accumulation of minority carriers in a layer near the 
surface has the effect of altering the conductivity type 
thereof, raising the potential of the surface of the semi 
conductor, and reducing the distance to which deple 
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tion extends into the semiconductor. After the passage 
of a relatively long time depending on the rate of gen 
eration of minority carriers, sufficient charge is stored 
in the inversion layer to raise the surface potential to 
an equilibrium value close to and ?xed in relation to 
ground potential. The equilibrium surface potential is 
less than the potential of the bulk of the substrate or 
ground by a value which is essentially a function of the 
band gap of the semiconductor material used for the 
substrate and the concentration of activators therein 
and would correspond to the difference in voltage level 
of the valence band in the bulk of the substrate and the 
voltage level of the valence band at the inward di 
rected face of the inversion layer. At equilibrium, (#8 
= (be where (158 is the potential difference between the 
bulk Fermi level and the valence band level at the in 
ward directed face of the inversion layer, and O8 is the 
potential differecne between the bulk Fermi level and 
the conduction band level in the bulk of the substrate. 
For the 4 ohm-cm N-type silicon material at equilib 
rium referred to herein the surface potential differs 
from the potential in the bulk by a fraction of a volt. 
At equilibrium, the depletion capacitance has in 
creased to a value large in relation to its initial value. 
The total charge stored in the cell at equilibrium is 
equal approximately to the product of the dielectric 
capacitance and the applied voltage less the threshold 
voltage. Threshold voltage is defined as the voltage at 
which the conduction and valence bands are bent such 
that the potential difference between the valence band 
at the surface and the bulk Fermi level is equal to the 
potential difference between the conduction band and 
the bulk Fermi level in the bulk of the semiconductor. 
If nothing further is done the charge will remain in the 
inversion layer as equilibrium is established. Further 
thermal agitation of the semiconductor or further il 
lumination of the cell with radiation will have essen 
tially no effect on it. Returning the plate to ground 
after the cell is fully charged collapses the ?eld in the 
cell. Accordingly, the minority carriers in the inversion 
layer are released or injected into the bulk semicon 
ductor and a corresponding displacement current flow 
in the external circuit connecting conductor to sub 
strate. Of course, should injection of the charge in the 
inversion layer occur prior to saturation of the cell, 
i.e., surface potential reaching equilibrium value, a 
current flow is obtained representing that level of 
charge storage. In accordance with one aspect of the 
present invention, the conductor-insulator 
semiconductor cells provided herein are operated in 
various modes as will be more fully explained below in 
connection with FIGS. 8A-8F, 9A-9F and l0A-l0F 
before equilibrium is reached. 
Operating in an array, a cell would store charge in 

response to radiation during the first period of time. 
The first period of time should be set to be less than 
would result in complete saturation of some of the cells 
of the array. Read out of stored charge is accomplished 
during a second subsequent period of time usually sub 
stantially shorter than the first period. A cell stores 
charge while the other cells of the array are being read 
out in sequence. The second period should be longer 
than the time required for the injected carriers to dif 
fuse from, recombine in, or be removed in some other 
way from the region initially depleted to avoid collec 
tion of the previously stored and injected charge. The 
lower limit on rate of scan for a given size array is gov 
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erned by the intensity of the received radiation, the 
storage capability of a cell and the rate of thermal gen 
eration of carriers. The upper limit is, of course, gov 
erned by the aforementioned diffusion and recombina~ 
tion times. 
When the cells of an array are exposed for a long pe 

riod of time, they become completely ?lled with charge 
i.e., equilibrium is reached, and provide very little in“ 
formation on the image sensed. 
The switch connected across the integrating capaci 

tance is closed during a third period while a cell is stor~ 
ing charge and is open during a fourth period when 
charge from. a storage site is being injected into the 
substrate. It has been pointed out above that as the 
same switch is used for each cell it is opened and 
closed many times during the storage period of the cell 
or the time the device is not being read out. However, 
as substrate potential is close to ground or reference 
potential, the storage function essentially is unaf» 
fected. In the preferred mode of operation, the switch 
is closed at the instant of reestablishment of depletion 
in the cell for a cycle of a succeeding cell, and is re 
ferred to as the reset time, and is opened at the instant 
of charge injection into the substrate. 
Minority carriers are generated in the substrate of a 

cell at one rate due to thermal energy and at another 
rate due to photon flux. Thermal energy alone will 
cause a cell to reach equilibrium over one interval of 
time determined by the thermal rate of generation of 
minority carriers. Photon energy alone will cause a cell 
to reach equilibrium over another interval of time de» 
termined by the photon rate of generation of minority 
carriers. 
For an array of cells to be useful, the rate of photon 

generation of ‘minority carriers preferably should ex 
ceed the thermal rate of generation over a scan cycle. 
Were the cells of an array uniform in thermal genera~ 
tion of carriers, the thermal rate could exceed the pho 
ton rate and a useful signal still be obtained. When the 
thermal rate of generation of carriers is non-uniform, 
the cell with the highest thermal generation rate sets 
the photon rate for which the sensor would probably 
be designed. 
Reference is now made to FIGS. 4, 5, 6 and 7 which 

show an image sensing array 80 of radiation sensing 
devices 81, such as device 50 described in FIGS. 2A, 
2B and 2C, arranged in four rows and columns. The 
array includes four row conductor lines, each connect 
ing the row~oriented plates of a respective row of de 
vices, and are designated from top to bottom X1, X2, 
X3 and X.,. The array also includes four column con 
ductor lines, each connecting the column-oriented 
plates of a respective column of devices, and are desig 
nated from left to right Y,, Y2, Y3 and Y4. Conductive 
connections are made to lines through conductive 
landings or contact tabs 82 provided at each end of 
each of the lines. While in FIG. 4 the row conductor 
lines appear to cross the column conductor lines, the 
row conductor lines are insulated from the column 
lines by a layer 84 of transparent glass as is readily ap 
parent in FIGS. 5, 6 and 7. In FIG. 4 the outline of the 
structure underlying the glass layer 84 is shown in solid 
outline for reasons of clarity. 
The array includes a substrate or wafer 85 of semi 

conductor material of N~type conductivity over which 
is provided an insulating layer 86 contacting a major 
face of the substrate 85. A plurality of deep recesses 87 
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are provided in the insulating layer, each for a respec 
tive device 81. Accordingly the insulating layer 86 is 
provided with thick or ridge portion 88 surrounding a 
plurality of thin portions 89 in the bottom of the reces 
ses. On the bottom or base of each recess are situated 
a pair of substantially identical conductive plates or 
conductive members 91 and 92 of rectangular outline. 
Plate 91 is denoted a row-oriented plate and plate 92 
is denoted a column oriented plate. The plates 91 and 
92 of a device 81 are spaced close to one another along 
the direction of a row and with adjacent edges substan 
tially parallel. In proceeding from the left hand portion 
of the array to the right hand portion, the row-oriented 
plates 91 alternate in lateral position with respect to 
the column oriented plates 92. Accordingly, the row 
oriented plates 91 of pairs of adjacent devices of a row 
are adjacent and are connected together by a conduc 
tor 93 formed integral with the formation of the plates 
91. With such an arrangement a single connection 94 
from a row conductor line through a hole 99 in the 
aforementioned glass layer 84 is made to the conduc 
tor 93 connecting a pair of row~oriented plates. The 
column-oriented conductor lines are formed integrally 
with the formation of the column~oriented plates 92. 
The surface adjacent portion of the substrate 85 under 
lying the space between the plates 91 and 92 of each 
device 81 is provided with a P-type conductivity region 
96 corresponding to the P-type conductivity region 56 
of FIG. 2A. Region 97 in the substrate is also of P-type 
conductivity and is formed concurrently with the for 
mation of P-type region 96 in accordance with a diffu 
sion technique for the formation thereof in which the 
plates 91 and 92 are used as diffusion masks. The glass 
layer 84 overlies the thick portion 88 and thin portion 
89 of the insulating layer 86 and the plates 91 and 92, 
conductors 93 and column-oriented conductor lines 
Yl-Y4 thereof except for the contact tabes 82 thereof. 
The glass layer 84 may contain an acceptor activator 
and may be utilized in the formation of the P-type re 
gions 96 and 97. A ring shaped electrode 98 is pro 
vided on the major‘ surface of the substrate opposite 
the major surface on which the devices 81 were 
formed. Such a connection to the substrate permits 
rear face as well as front face interception of radiation 
from an object to be sensed. 
The image sensing array 80 and the devices 81 of 

which they are comprised may be fabricated using a va~ 
riety of materials and invariety of sizes in accordacne 
with established techniques for fabricating integrated 
circuits. One example of an array using speci?c materi 
als and speci?c dimensions will be describe. The semi 
conductor material is a wafer of monocrystalline sili 
con of N-type conductivity, of 4‘ ohm-cm resistivity, 
and 10 mils thick. The insulating layer is thermally 
grown silicon dioxide with the thin portions 89 of 0.1 
micron thereof underlying the plates separately grown 
after etching of an initially uniformly thick layer of 1 
micron of thermally grown silicon dioxide to form the 
recesses 87 therein. The row-oriented rectangular 
plates 91 and the column-oriented plates 92 are made i 
of vapor deposited molybdenum. The plates are 1.2 
mils by 0.9 mils and adjacent edges are spaced apart 
by 0.2 mil. The connections 93 between adjacent row 
oriented plates of adjacent deivces of a row and the 
column conductor lines Y,—Y4 are also of molybdenum 
and are integrally formed with the formation of row 
oriented plates 91 and column-oriented plates 92. The 
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insulating layer 84 is a borosilicate glass which is vapor 
deposited over the plates 91 and 92 and the conduc~ 
tors thereof. As will be explained below the P-type re 
gion in the substrate is formed by diffusion from the 
borosilicate glass layer 84 through the thin portion 89 
of silicon oxide layer 86. The row-oriented conductor 
lines X,—X4 are constituted of vapor deposited alumi 
num overlying the insulating layer 84. Openings 99 in 
the insulating layer 84 over the conductors 93 inter~ 
connecting adjacent row-oriented plates 91 of adja 
cent devices of a row enable connections 94 to be 
made therethrough so that all the row-oriented plates 
of a row are connected to the row conductor line of 
that row. The ring electrode 98 forms an ohmic 
contact with the substrate. 

Starting with the N-type silicon wafer 85 a thick 
layer of field oxide 86 is thermally grown thereon. Re 
cesses extending to surface on the silicon wafer are 

fomred in the oxide layer 86 using conventional photo 
lithographic techniques and thereafter the thin por 
tions 89 of the layer are thermally grown to the desired 
extent to'form the bases of the recesses 87. A layer of 
molybdenum of 0.4 micron thick is vapor deposited 
over the exposed portions of the insulating layer. The 
molybdenum layer is patterned using conventional 
photolithographic techniques to form the plates 91 and 
92, the conductors 93, and the column-oriented lines 
Yl—Y4. Next, a low temperature borosilicate glass is 
deposited over the wafer to form the insulating layer 
84. The wafer 85 is heated to drive boron from the 
layer 84 through the thin portions 89 of layer 86 in the 
bases of the recesses 87 that are not masked by the mo 
lybdenum conductors and into the silicon substrate to 
form the P-type conductivity regions 96 and 97 
therein. The insulating layer 84 is patterned with holes 
99 extending to the conductors 93 and thereafter a 
layer of aluminum 1 micron thick is deposited by evap 
oration over the surface of the insulating layer 84. The 
layer of aluminum etends into the holes 99 and makes 
connection with the conductors 93. The layer of alumi 
num is patterned to provide the row-oriented conduc 
tor lines X1-X4. ' 
Reference is now made to FIGS. 8A-8D, which rep 

resent stages in the cycling of a device 81 of the image 
sensing array 80 of FIG. 4 when the ‘array is scanned 
on a row by row and column by column basis. The 
scanning of the array will be described in greater detail 
in connection with FIGS. 11 and l2A-l20. In a typical 
scanning cycle of the complete array the voltage on the 
row conductor line of the row being scanned is 
changed from a fourth predetermined voltage to a 
third predetermined voltage and returned to the fourth 
predetermined voltage after all of the column conduc 
tor lines have been scanned. To read out each device 
in turn in the row of devices being scanned, the voltage 
on each of the column conductor lines in turn is 
changed from a first predetermined voltage to a third 
predetermined voltage and returned to the ?rst prede 
termined voltage. In the diagrams of FIG. 8A-8D, par 
ticular values of voltage of ——20, 0, and ——l0 are uti 
lized, respectively, for the fourth, third and ?rst prede 
termined voltages. The values of —20 volts and —l0 
volts are well beyond the threshold voltage of a few 
volts which is characteristic of the cells of which the 
devices are constituted. 
Each of the FIGS. 8A-8D include an end view of the 

device 81 showing the row connected or row-oriented 
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plate 91, the column connected or the column 

oriented plate 92, the thin insulating layer 89 and the 
semiconductor substrate 85. Below each of the devices 
of the ?gures is shown a diagram in which the abscissa 

5 represents distance along the surface of the substrate 
and in which the ordinate represent approximate sur 
face potential of the substrate, 05. In FIG. 8A the out 
line 105, conveniently referred to as a composite po 
tential well as it is constituted of two closely coupled 

0 potential wells, one under plate 91 and the other under 
plate 92, represents the variation of potential along the 
surface of the substrate at the instant of application of 
the indicated voltages, i.e., in the absence of charge 
stored in the cells of the device. The level 106 repre 
sents the potential at the surface of the substrate under 
plate 91 and the level 107 represents the potential of 
the surface of the substrate under plate 92. While the 
levels 106 and 107 are shown to have respective values 
of —20 and —l 0 volts, the actual absolute values are less 
than indicated by a factor dependent on the threshold 
voltage of the conductor-insulator-semiconductor 
structure, and the ratio of oxide capacitance to deple 
tion layer capacitance. In response to both thermally 
generated and radiation generated minority carriers in 
the depletion regions of the cells and within a diffusion 
length thereof the potential wells accumulate and store 
such minority carriers. Any minority carriers generated 
in the substrate under the column-oriented plate 92 
?ow into the potential well under the row-oriented 
plate 91 because of the difference in potential levels 
106 and 107 until the surface potential under plate 91 
rises to level 108 equal to level 107 as shown in FIG. 
8B. The cross hatched area designates stored minority 
carriers substantially all of which were produced by 
photons and conveniently will be referred to as photon 
generated charge Q. The condition shown is one of 
maximum charge storage for the device and is chosen 
for purposes of explanation of the principles of the in 
vention. Assume that such a condition results from ac 
cumulation of photon generated carriers substantially 
over a scan cycle of the device of the array. FIG. 8C 
represents the charge storage condition of the device 
preparatory to read out of the stored charge, i.e., when 
the row oriented plate voltage is reduced to zero. 
Under this condition the charge stored in the row ori 
ented cell of the device is “dumped” or flows into the 
column oriented cell raising the surface potential 
thereof to the equilibrium value which conveniently is 
shown as zero. Actually the equilibrium surface poten 
tial is less than zero by a fixed value as pointed out 
above but is close enough to zero for purposes of de 
scribing the invention. The important considerations 
are that it have a ?xed value in relation to ground and 
that it have a value suf?ciently separated from the 
value at initial depletion to permit storage of photo 
generated charge. FIG. 8D represents the charge stor 
age condition of device upon raising of the voltage of 
the column-oriented plate 92 to zero to cause the 
stored charge to be injected into the substrate. Conve 
niently the injected charge is shown as a block of 
charge Q separated from the zero axis of the graph. It 
should be noted that some of the minority carriers gen 
erated in the depletion regions of the cells of the device 
went to till the fast surface states at the surface of the 
substrate as their probability of occupancy was in 
creased by the bending of the conduction and valence 
bands of the substrate in the surface adjacent portion 
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thereof in response to the applied storage voltage. Such 
charge is injected upon changing the voltage on the 
plate 92 to zero. The injected charge is sensed in the 
manner explained in connection with FIGS. 2A, 2B and 
2C and will be further described in connection with 
FIG. 12. The stored charge Q is proportional to the 
time integral of radiation or photon flux intercepted by 
the depletion regions of the cells of the device and cor 
responds to a saturation level of received radiation. 
The row-oriented and column-oriented plate voltage 
were selected in the ratio of two to one so that under 
the condition represented by FIG. 8C the column 
oriented cell would be able to store all of the charge in 
the device without resulting in unwanted injection of 
the excess charge into the substrate. It is apparent that 
were less than the maximum charge Q stored in a cycle 
of the cell all of such charge would be injected. 
After the stored charge has been injected and has dis 

appeared from the region of depletion of the column 
oriented cell the plate 92 thereof is lowered to —l0 
volts to produce a potential well such as shown in FIG. 
8C without the stored charge Q. After the devices of a 
row have been scanned ‘the voltages of the row line and 
hence the row-oriented plate 91 is lowered to —20 volts 
to produce essentially the composite potential well 105 
such as shown in FIG. 8A and completes the cycling of 
the device of the array. 
Reference is now made to "FIG. 8B which illustrates 

the condition of the cells of a device in a column being 
addressed for read out but in a row other than the row 
which is being read out. Note that the charge which for 
convenience is shown as maximum stored charge 0 is 
retained in the row-oriented cell while the column 
oriented cell voltage is reduced to zero. Thus any de 
vice that is “half-selected” does not yield any charge 
upon raising the voltage of the column-oriented plate 
to zero. It should be noted that fast surface state charge 
is injected; however, it is small in comparison to stored 
charge and is not variable with photon generated 
charge rates. 
Reference is now made to FIGS. 9A~9D which repre 

sent stages in the cycle of a device 81 in accordance 
with the present invention corresponding exactly to the 
stages represented respectively by FIGS. 8A-8D with 
certain modifications which improve the performance 
of the device. The third predetermined voltage to 
which the row-oriented plate 91 is changed to transfer 
charge from the row-oriented to the column-oriented 
cell and to which the column-oriented plate 92 is 
changed to cause injection of charge is now set at —5 
volts which is above the threshold voltage of the cells. 
Operating the cells of the array above threshold voltage 
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provides good conductivity between the cells forv 
charge transfer between them. The existence of an in 
version layer of minority carrier charge at this voltage 
avoids any problems created by non-uniformity of the 
threshold voltages of the devices of the array of which 
they are a part and also avoids injection of charge ?ll 
ing the fast surface states in the devices when in the half 
select condition represented in FIG. 9E. This possibility 
has been pointed out in connection with FIG. 8E. To 
provide the same charge storage capacity in the device 
of FIGS. 9A-9D as in device of FIGS. 8A-8D the row 
oriented plate voltage is set at —25 and the column ori 
ented plate voltage is set at ~15. 
The cycling of the device 81 of FIGS. 9A~9D is simi 

lar to the cycling of the device under the operating con 
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ditions of FIGS. 8A_8D. FIG. 9A represents the start 
of a cycle of operation of the device, i.e., the instant of 
return of both the column-oriented plate 92 and row» 
oriented plate 91 of the device 81. to their storage po 
tentials. Charge 0’, referred to as iterative charge and 
shown stored in the composite potential well 110 under 
the row-oriented plate 91, originates as a consequence 
of changing of the voltage on the column-oriented and 
row-oriented plates to a voltage other than zero to ef 
fect injection of stored charge and its origin will be 
clear from the explanation of the cycling of the device 
91. The component of charge Q’ is shown in the poten 
tial wells for purposes of identification and explanation 
by cross-hatching directed in quadrature to the cross 
hatching of photon generated charge Q. At the start of 
the cycle the potential at the surface portions of the 
substrate 85 underlying the column-oriented plate 92 
and row-oriented plate 91 is ——15 volts indicated by 
level 111. FIG. 9B shows maximum photon generated 
charge Q stored in the device and the iterative charge 
Q’ producing a surface potential olf-lO volts indicated 
by level 112. Preparatory to injection of the photon 
generated charge Q the potential on the row-oriented 
plate 91 is changed to —5 volts and produces the distri 
bution of charge in the potential wells underlying the 
plates as shown in FIG. 9C. Next, the potential on the 
column-oriented plate 92 is changed to —5 volts, which 
cases charge beyond what the‘ —5 volt potential wells 
underlying the plates can hold, represented photon 
generated charge 0, to be injected into the substrate as 
shown in FIG. 9D. In the operation of the device in an 
array the iterative charge 0' woud accumulate over the 
first few cycles of operation. The accumulation and ex 
istence of such charge is essential for the mode of oper 
ation represented in FIGS. 9A-9D with resultant ad 
vantages thereof pointed out above. After the stored 
charge Q has been injected and has disappeared from 
the region of depletion of the column-oriented cell the 
plate 92 thereof is lowered to —-l5 volts to produce a 
potential well such as shown in FIG. 9C without the 
photon generated component of charge Q. After com 
pletion of the scanning of the row, the row-oriented 
plate’ 91 is returned to -—25 volts to form the composite 
potential'well with iterative charge 0’ therein shown in 
FIG. 9A and completes the cycling ofthe device of the 
array. It should be noted that charge is being stored 
while the device 81 is in the various conditions of selec 
tion for read out and return from such condition to the 
condition represented by FIG. 9A. 
Reference is now made to FIG. 9B which illustrates 

the conditions of the cells of a device 81 in a column 
being addressed for read out but in a row other than the 
row which is being read out. Note that maximum pho 
ton generated charge Q and the iterative charge Q’ ?ll 
the potential well underlying the row-oriented plate 91 
to the extent of producing a surface potential of ——5 
volts equalling the surface potential underlying co 
lumn-oriented plate 92. Accordingly, injection of sur 
face state charge noted in connection with FIG. SE is 
avoided and in addition a margin of safety is provided 
for undesired spill over of charge accumulated in the 
potential wells and hence undesired charge injection. 
Reference is now made to FIGS. MIA-10D which 

represent stages in the cycling of a. device 81 in accor 
dance with the present invention corresponding exactly 
to the stages represented respectively by FIGS. 9A~9D 
with certain modifications to double the charge storage 
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capacity thereof. The storage voltage applied to the co 
lumn-oriented plate 92 is made identical to the storage 
voltage applied to the row-oriented plate 91. Accord 
ingly charge is stored in the potential wells underlying 
both of the plates. The use of —5 volts on the row 
oriented plate 91 and column-oriented plate 92 to ef 
fect charge transfer and injection assures good conduc 
tivity in the substrate under both of the plates and 
hence enables charge to be transferred between cells 
readily for read out, as illustrated in FIG. 10D, and to 
avoid injection under the half select condition, as illus 
trated in FIG. 10E. Iterative charge Q’ occurs for rea 
sons indicated in connection with FIGS. 9A-9D. The 
iterative charge Q’ is stored in the composite potential 
well 114 underlying both plates as shown at level 115 
in FIG. 10A. FIG. 108 shows the photon generated 
charge Q along with iterative charge Q’ stored in the 
composite potential well underlying both plates and 
thereby raising the surface potential to level 116. FIG. 
10C shows the preparation of the device for read out 
by a change in the potential of the row-oriented plate 
91 to the transfer potential of —-5 volts. Note the itera 
tive charge Q’ and photon generated charge Q com 
pletely ?ll the resultant composite well 117. A change 
in the voltage on the column-oriented plate 92 to injec 
tion potential of —5 volts effects injection of photon 
generated charge 0 and retention of iterative charge 
Q’. FIG. 10E shows the charge storage condition of a 
“half selected” device 81 when containing maximum 
photon generated charge. 

In the modes of operation described in connection 
with FIGS. 8A-8E, 9A-9E, and l0A-10E, the charge 
transfer potential on the row-oriented plate 91 is the 
same as the charge injection potential used on the co 
lumn-oriented plates 92. The devices will operate as 
well when the transfer potential and the injection po 
tential are different, however, under such condition the 
maximum charge storable is reduced. The potential to 
which the row-oriented plate 91 is returned when it is 
other than the same potential to which the column 
oriented plate is changed may conveniently be referred 
to as the fifth potential. 
Referring now to FIG. 1 1, there is shown a block dia 

gram of a system including thhe image sensing array 80 
of FIG. 4 to provide a video signal in response to radia 
tion imaged on the array by a lens system (now shown), 
for example. Also connected into the system is a dis 
play device 120 such as a cathode ray tube, for convert 
ing the video signal into a visual display of the image. 
The system will be described in connection with 

FIGS. l2A-l20 which show diagrams of amplitude ver 
sus time drawn to a common time scale of signals oc 
curring at various points in the system of FIG. 11. The 
place of occurrence of a signal of FIGS. 12A-120 is ref 
erenced in FIG. 11 by a literal designation correspond 
ing to the literal designation of the ?gure reference. 
The amplitudes of the signals of FIGS. 12A-12O are 
not drawn to a common voltage or current scale for 
reasons of clarity in explaining the operation of the sys 
tem in accordance with the present invention. The 
mode of operation for the devices of the array of FIG. 
11 is the mode of operation described in connection 
with FIGS. 9A-9E. 
The system includes a clock pulse generator 121 

which develops a series of regularly occurring pulses of 
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short duration utilized for timing the image sensing sub- - 
system and the display sub-system therefor. The output 

20 
of the pulse generator 121 is shown in FIG. 12A which 
depicts pulses 122 occurring in sequence at instants of 
time tl-t8 and representing a half scanning cycle of 
operation of the array. The output of the clock pulse 
generator is applied to a ?rst counter 123 which divides 
the count of the clock pulse generator by four. The out 
put of the ?rst counter 123 is also applied to a second 
counter 124 which further divides the count applied to 
it by four. 
The output of the second counter 124 is applied to 

the row line decoder and driver 125 which develops 
four outputs during a cycle of operation, each of which 
is applied to a respective one of row conductor lines 
XI-X.1 of the array, only the ?rst and second outputs of 
which are shown in the graphs of FIGS. 12B and 12C. 
The ?rst output 126 shown in FIG. 12B is applied to 
row conductor line X1 and the second output 127 
shown in FIG. 12C is applied to row conductor line X2. 
The ?rst output rises from —25 volts to —5 volts where 
it remains until time t., when it drops to —25 volts where 
it remains during the remainder of the cycle. At time 
t4 the second output rises from ~25 volts to —5 volts 
where it remains until time :8 after which it drops to —5 
volts and remains there for the duration of the cycle of 
scan. Similarly, at time is the third output (not'shown) 
rises from —25 volts where it remains until time of oc 
currence of the twelfth pulse of the clock generator 
when it drops to —25 volts where it remains. Finally, 
during the time between the 12th and 16th pulses from 
the clock generator the fourth output (now shown) has 
a value of —5 volts and has a value of —25 during thhe 
remainder of the cycle of scan. As each of the lines 
XI-X4 is connected through a respective one of isolat 
ing resistor 131-134 to a —25 V potential point with re 
spect to ground provided by source 130, the outputs 
applied thereto from the row line decoder and driver 
125 causes a rise in potential on each of the lines X,-X., 
in sequence from —25 volts to —5 volts. As pointed out 
above in connection with FIGS. 9A-9E raising of the 
potential of a row conductor line raises the potential of 
the row-oriented plates 91 of the devices 81 connected 
thereto and enables read out of the devices by applica 
tion of readout potentials to column-oriented plates 92 
in turn. ‘ 

The output of the clock pulse generator 121 is also 
applied to the timing and control circuits block 135 
which provides a plurality of outputs for the system. 
The column line decoder and driver 136 receives an 
input from the timing and control circuits block 135 
and inputs from the ?rst counter 123 to provide four 
outputs 137-140 shown respectively in FIGS. 
l2D-12G, each corresponding to a respective one of 
clock pulses occurring at instants tl-t4. Each of the out 
puts is applied to a respective one of column conductor 
lines Y,—Y4 137-140 having respective pulse portions 
l37'-140’. Each of the outputs rise from a —15 volt 
level to a -5 volt level where it remains for an interval 
of time and thereafter returns to the ‘15 volt. As each 
of the lines Y1-Y4 is connected through a respective 
one of isolating resistors 141-144 to a —l5 volt poten 
tial point with respect to ground provided by source 
145, the outputs applied thereto from the column line 
decoder and driver 136 causes a rise in potential on 
each of the lines Yl-Y4 in sequence from —l5 volts to 
—5 volts. As pointed out above in connection with 
FIGS. 9A-9E raising of the potential of a column con 
ductor line raises the potential of the column-oriented 














