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[57] ' ABSTRACT 

A sponge brush is made of a cylinder of open cell re 
silient synthetic resin foam, for example, foamed poly 
urethane and a cylindrical stick of hardwood having a 
planar end face and of a diameter about one half the 
diameter of the open cell foamed resilient resin cylin-' 
cler. A known type contact cement secures the end of 
the stick to the sponge. The remaining area of the 
sponge end surface is secured by the contact cement 
to the cylindrical surface of the stick immediately ad 
jacent to its planar end face by gathering the upper 
part of the sponge cylinder inward. 

1 Claim, 7 Drawing Figures 
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SPONGE BRUSH 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is in the ?eld of sponge brushes or 
spreaders by which paints or finishing colors are ap 
plied to various objects, for example, ceramic articles 
in decorative patterns. The use of sponge materials for 
applying liquid or paste materials to objects has been 
known for many years. The following U. S. patent give 
examples of different embodiments of such sponge 
brushes: 
Rock No. 2,239,054 
Bartholomew No. 982,232 
Huston No. 2,234,558 
.Qetxelli No- .2 303.103 1 
Worthington No. 2,945,250 
Weil No. 2,231,234 . 
Bender No. 3,078,856 

In our'device we provide certain relations between a 
sponge body and its operating handle which enhances 
the utility of open cell sponge material in application of 
decorative coating to objects such as stippling, swirl 
patterns of single or blended color, and multilayer ap 
plications of various colors. 

PURPOSE OF THE INVENTION 

It is the purpose of this invention to provide a sponge 
brush and handle having an originally‘cylindrical ?at 
ended body of open cell, resilient, foamed synthetic 
resin sponge and a handpiece having a cylindrical end 
portion with a planar end face, the diameter of which 
is about one-half the diameter of the sponge cylinder, 
the end face of'the piece being impressed into the cen 
ter of one end of the sponge cylinder and cemented 
thereto and the surrounding part of the impressed end 
face of the sponge cylinder being gathered around the 
adjacent end portion and cemented thereto, so that, the 
‘face end of the sponge is only slightly distorted from its 
original flat condition. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 show side views of sponge brushes 
of three different sizes illustrating the size relation of 
sponge cylinder to handpiece; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the 
line 4-4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the 

line 5-5 of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but showing the 

sponge and handpiece as they appear after the ?at end 
face of the handpiece has been impressed into the 
sponge and secured but before the sponge has been 
gathered against the adjacent end portion of the hand 
piece and cemented there; and 
FIG. 7 is a side view of the sponge cylinder un 

mounted. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
OF THE INVENTION 

As illustrated in the drawings, FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, a 
handpiece la, lb, or 1c is combined with a deformed 
cylinder of sponge material 2a, 2b, or 20. We have 
found that, in the construction of this sponge brush, to 
get the finished product it is necessary to use a sponge 
cylinder that is twice the diameter of the sponge receiv 
ing end of the handpiece. The cylinder 2 is twice the di 
ameter of the handpiece 1 in FIG. 5. This relationship 
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2 
is maintained in all the sizes of sponge brushes we 
make. The handpieces la, lb and 1c are all the same 
length, about ?ve inches, so the front ?nger of the op 
erator can rest on the free end of the handpiece while 
the handpiece is held between the thumb and the other 
?ngers of the hand. The ends of the cylinder 2 are in 
parallel planes and are about three-fourths to one inch 
apart. For smaller cylinders of ?ve-eighth inch diame 
ter, a length of three-fourths inch is adequate. For 
larger diameter cylinders of one inch to one and three 
fourths inches diameter, a length of one inch is ade 
quate for the cylinders. The handpieces I have planar 
ends 3 perpendicular to the axis of the handpieces. The 
end portion 4 of the handpiece adjacent to the planar 
end 3 is cylindrical and preferably this cylindrical shape 
is maintained throughout the length of the handpiece 
1 to facilitate spinning of the handpiece between the 
thumb and fingers of the hand. ~‘ 
The handpieces 1 preferably are of hardwood with a 

polished surface with the top or free end rounded as 
shown. Contact cement of a commercial type is applied 
to the end 3 of the handpiece 1 and to the cylindrical 
surface adjacent to the end 3. The handpiece end 3 is 
impressed into the central portion of the one end 5 of 
the sponge cylinder 2, while the other end 6 of the 
sponge cylinder 2 rests upon a ?at surface, to a depth 
equal to the distance from the circular edge of the cyl 
inder 2 to the cylindrical surface of the handpiece 1. 
Then the sponge cylinder is gathered against the ce 
ment covered adjacent surface of the handpiece to 
stick the whole end 5 of the sponge cylinder to the 
handpiece. This assembly operation causes very little 
distortion of the end face 6 of the sponge cylinder 2. 
We have found that open cell foamed polyurethane 

is a very satisfactory sponge cylinder to use. It is essen 
tial that the foaming provide an open cell resilient body 
so that the paint or other liquid coloring penetrates into 
the cylinder 2 readily to supply enough in one dip into 
a pan of coloring for considerable surface coverage. 
The end face 6 can be lightly pressed upon a surface for 
stippling. It can also be swirled while engaging the sur 
face to produce swirl patterns. For heavy, light and ta 
pering lines, the peripheral edge of the end face 6 can 
be used. The brush is also used for two color blends and 
outlines by first dipping the whole end face 6 into one 
color paint then removing excess paint from the edge 
of the end face 6 and wetting this edge with another 
color. When so treated with paint, spinning of the end 
face upon a surface produces a circular design of two 
colors. 

It is believed that the nature and advantages of our 
invention will be clear from the foregoing description. 
We claim: 
1. A sponge brush and handle assembly adapted for 

decorative painting of objects comprising: 
a short cylindrical sponge body of open cell, resilient 
foamed synthetic resin having ?at circular end 
faces; 

a handpiece having a cylindrical end portion of a di— 
ameter approximately one-half the diameter of the 
sponge body and which portion has a circular pla 
nar end face; 

the planar end face of the end portion being ce 
mented to the central portion of one end face of 
the. sponge body and impressed into said one end 
face a distance substantially equal to the distance 
from the edge of said planar end face to the edge 
of said one end face; 

the remainder of said one end face of the sponge 
body being gathered around and cemented to the 
cylindrical end portion of the handpiece. 

* * * =l= * 


