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MULTHFLE UNIT CONTAINER PACKAGE WITH 
CONSUMER TOOL DIVIDER ASSEMBLY 

This invention relates to packaging and is more par 
ticularly concerned with improvements in a consumer 
package in which an assembly of containers, such as 
cans or jars, is arranged in double row formation and 
enclosed in a wrapper of paperboard or similar material 
which encircles the assembly of containers and retains 
the same therein. 

A number of products, particularly prepared food 
products, are now being packaged in relatively small 
cans or jars which hold a quantity sufficient for a single 
serving. Many of these items, such as custards and the 
like, which are intended to be consumed directly from 
the container in which they are supplied, are known as 
snack items. For a number of reasons it has been found 
desirable to market these items in multiple unit pack 
ages. Generally, a double row arrangement of the cans 
or jars is enclosed in a suitable wrapper of paperboard 
or similar foldable sheet material. It is also desirable to 
accompany each unit with a spoon or other tool for use 
in consuming the product. While various arrangements 
have been proposed for packaging the desired number 
of spoons or the like, with the cans or jars, most of the 
package arrangements heretofore provided have not 
proven satisfactory generally because the spoons have 
not been incorporated into the package so as to insure 
that they are maintained in a sanitary condition and 
they have not been positioned so that they are inacces 
sible without destruction of the package so as to avoid 
loss through handling or pilferage. It is a general-object 
of the present invention to provide a multiple unit 
package of snack-type canned products in which 
spoons, or like tools, are enclosed in the package in a 
novel manner so that they cannot be removed without 
opening the package, wholly or partially, or at least 
tearing the wrapper. 
A more specific object of the invention is to provide 

a multiple unit package of canned products wherein the 
cans or_similar containers are arranged in row forma 
tion and enclosed in a tubular wrapper of paperboard 
or similar foldable material with an assembly of spoons, 
or the like, positioned between rows of the containers 
so as to be enclosed by the wrapper and inaccessible 
without opening the package or disturbing the wrapper. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
multiple unit package of cans or similar containers 
which are arranged in row formation and enclosed in 
a wrapper which is folded to form an open ended tube 
with an assembly of spoons or the like, which are suit 
able for consuming the product in the containers, ar~ 
ranged in the space between rows of. the containers so 
as to form a divider for separating the same. 
These and other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will be apparent from a consideration of the pack 
age which is shown by way of illustration in the accom 
panying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view ofa package of four con 

tainer units which incorporates therein the principal 
features of the invention; ' 

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view, taken on the line 
2——2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the line 3-3 

of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the package of spoons 

which constitutes a divider between the rows of con 
tainers in the package of FIG. 1; 
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2 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of a blank of paperboard mate 

rial which is cut and scored to provide the wrapper em 
ployed in the package of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view similar to FIG. 3 
showing a divider arrangement with a different spoon 
con?guration; 

FIG. 7 is a partial, horizontal section similar to‘ FIG. 
3 showing the divider arrangement of FIG. 6; and 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the package of spoons 
which constitutes the divider in the package of FIGS. 
6 and 7. 

Referring first to FIGS. 1 to 3, the package 10 which 
is illustrated comprises four container units, in the form 
of product ?lled and closed cans 12, which are ar 
ranged in double row formation and enclosed in a tubu 
lar container or wrapper 14 formed from a generally 
rectangular paperboard blank 15 which is cut and 
scored as illustrated in FIG. 5. The blank 15 is folded 
or wrapped tightly about the assembly of containers 12 
and'the latter are retained in the open ended tubular 
wrapper thus formed by engagement of the top and 
bottom edges of the can bodies in suitable openings 
formed by cutting or slitting the material at the junc 
ture of the top and bottom edges of the side wall panels 
with the side edges of the top and bottom wall panels. 
As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, an assembly or package of 
small spoons 16 is disposed between the rows of con 
tainers 12, which forms a divider for the containers and 
which is enclosed in the package so ‘as to be inaccessi 
ble except by tearing the wrapper 14 or otherwise 
opening or partially opening'the package. 
A blank 15 suitable for forming the package 10 is 

shown in FIG. 5 which is generally rectangular and is 
of foldable sheet material, such as, paperboard, or the 
like. The blank 15 is divided to provide a center top 
wall forming panel 18, adjoining side wall panels 20, 21 
and bottom wall forming panels 22, 23 by transverse 
score or crease lines 24, 25, 26 and 27. The bottom 
wall forming panel 22 is provided with apertures 28 for 
co-operation with locking tongue and chime separator 
formations 30 which extend from the end of a locking 
panel 31, the latter being subdivided from the bottom 
wall forming panel 23 by the transverse score line 32. 
Generally C-shaped slits 33 are cut in the panel 23 
along the score line 32 and opposite the tongues 30 to 
provide small tongues 34 for engaging in locking rela 
tion in the apertures 28 when the blank 15 is folded in 
encircling relation about the two rows of containers 12 
and the locking panel 31 is manipulated to bring the 
tongues 30 and 34 into the apertures 28. The tongues 
30 are swung so as to extend in a plane normal to the 
plane of the bottom wall where they are disposed be 
tween the chimes on the containers 12 and form sepa 
rators therefor as shown in FIG. 2. Pairs of spaced slits 
35 are cut on the transverse score lines 24 and 25 at the 
opposite transverse edges of the top wall forming panel 
18 for receiving portions of the chimes at the top edges 
of the containers 12. The bottom wall forming panels 
22 and 23 are cut to provide apertures 36 adjacent the 
transverse score lines 26 and 27 which are adapted to 
receive portions of the chimes at the bottom ends of the 
containers 12 so that when the wrapper blank 15 is 
drawn into tight engagement around the container as 
sembly the containers 12 are restrained against move 
ment out of the open end of the tubular wrapper 14. 
The spoon divider assembly 16, which is illustrated in 

FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, comprises four individual spoons 40 
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which. in the illustrated example, are formed of a suit 
able plastic and connected together in sheet-like ar 
rangement by bridge pieces 41 so that the individual 

- spoons 40 may be readily separated from the assembly 
by breaking the connecting bridge pieces 41. The 
spoons 40 are arranged in planar relation, as shown,so 
as to occupy a minimum of space when positioned as 
a divider between the rows of containers 12. To insure 
that the spoons 40 will be maintained in a sanitary con 
dition, the assembly is enclosed in an envelope or wrap 
per indicated at 42. The spoons 40 are arranged in al 
ternatelrelation and the connecting bridges 41 extend 
between the handle portions thereof so that the bowl or 
scoop portions are at the ends of the container rows 
and fit in the space created by ‘the cylindrical shape of 
the containers 12. This arrangement makes it very sim 
ple and practical to provide equipment which will feed 
and place a group of spoons between the cans or jars 
before the blank is placed around the group of contain 
ers to form the package. With a somewhat taller con 
tainer 12 the spoons could be- arranged in a wrapper 
with each spoon sealed in a pocket or individual wrap 
per portion and the wrapper perforated along the seal 
ing lines so as to permit individual spoons to be de 
tached from the assembly without unwrapping the re 
mainder of the spoons. 
Another form of the package which is contemplated 

is illustrated in FIGS. 6 to 8. In this form of the package 
the divider assembly 50 comprises the desired number 
of flat spoons 51, such as, the flat wooden or plastic 
spoons commonly served with small containers of ice 
cream, are sealed in individual pockets 52 in a wrapper 
53 with perforation lines 54 for separating the same. 
The assembly 50 is folded as shown in FIG. 8 to bring 
the spoons in back~to-back arrangement which pro 
vides a separator assembly in a single plane which can 
be readily positioned between the rows of containers 
12 in assembling the package assembly which, as illus 
trated, can be otherwise identical with the package of 
FIGS. 1 to 5. 
The package which is illustrated shows products in 

cans arranged in double row formation and in a single 
horizontal layer. The invention is applicable to a pack 
age in which the canned products are disposed in a sin 
gle row, and one in which they are disposed in a single 
row and in vertically stacked multiple relation. The di 
vider assembly would then be disposed between adja 
cent containers or adjacent stacks of the containers 
with the spoons, or the like, arranged to extend verti 
cally and into the space between adjacent pairs or 
stacks of the containers and the side walls of the wrap 
per with appropriate lateral spacing of the spoons or 
the like in the divider assembly to permit accommoda 
tion in the space available. The divider assembly would 
be disposed in a plane normal to the plane of the side 
walls of the wrapper. 
While the ilustrated forms of the package are particu 

larly designed for marketing snack products, such as, 
canned puddings, or the like, it will be obvious that the 
package is suitable for other products of a similar na 
ture and that the particular tool provided may be varied 
according to the need for the same, which will depend 
upon the product which is enclosed in the container 12 
and the nature of the container. 

I claim: 
I. A package comprising a plurality of cylindrical 

containers each filled with a product, said containers 
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4 
being arranged in double row formation with pairs 
thereof aligned transversely, an open ended tubular 
wrapper of foldable sheet material having walls enclos 
ing the containers so as to cover top and bottom sur 
face and oppositely disposed outer side Wall portions of 
the containers and said wrapper walls having means for 
engaging top and bottom edge portions of the contain 
ers whereby to hold the containers against movement 
out of the open ends of the tubular wrapper, and a con‘ 
tainer divider assembly disposed between the rows of 
the containers which assembly separates containers 
and which includes a plurality of product serving tools 
which are adapted for removing the product from the 
container and for consuming the same. 

2. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the con 
tainer divider assembly comprises a number of product 
serving tools corresponding to the number of contain 
ers separated by the divider assembly so as to provide 
a separate tool for removing and consuming the prod 
uct from each container and wherein the serving tools 
are disposed in a plane generally normal to the plane 
of the container enclosing walls of the tubular wrapper. 

3. A package comprising a plurality of cylindrical 
containers each ?lled with a product, said containers 
being arranged in double row formation with pairs 
thereof aligned transversely, an open ended tubular 
wrapper of foldable sheet material having walls enclos 
ing the containers so as to cover top and bottom sur 
face and oppositely disposed outer side wall portions of 
the containers and said wrapper walls having means for 
engaging top and bottom edge portions of the contain 
ers whereby to hold the containers against movement 
out of the open ends of the tubular wrapper, and a con 
tainer divider assembly disposed between the rows of 
the containers which assembly separates the containers 
and which comprises a plurality of tools in the form of 
spoons for use in connection with consumption of the 
products in the containers and which are disposed in a 
plane generally normal to the plane of the side walls of 
the wrapper 

4. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the di 
vider assembly comprises a plurality of individual tools 
in the form of spoons having handle portions disposed 
between contiguous wall portions of the product con 
tainers and scoop portions disposed in the space de 
fined by the outermost wall portions of adjacent pairs 
of product containers and a side wall of the wrapper. 

5. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the con 
tainer divider comprises a plurality of individual tools 
in the form of spoons enclosed in individual pockets in 
a wrapper which is folded upon itself so that the spoons 
are in back-to-back position. 

6. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the con 
i tainer divider comprises a plurality of individual tools 
in the form of spoons enclosed ‘in individual pockets in 
a wrapper. 

7. A package comprising a plurality of cylindrical 
containers each ?lled with a product, said containers 
being arranged in double row formation with pairs 
thereof aligned transversely, an open ended tubular 
wrapper of foldable sheet material having walls enclos 
ing the containers so as to cover top and bottom sur 
face and oppositely disposed outer side wall portions of 
the containers and said wrapper walls having means for 
engaging top and bottom edge portions of the contain 
ers whereby to hold the containers against movement 
out of the open ends of the tubular wrapper, and a con 
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tainer divider assembly disposed between the rows of 
the containers which assembly separates the containers 
and which comprises a plurality of tools for use in con 
nection with the consumption of the products in the 
containers which are in the form of spoons enclosed in 
separable compartments in a wrapper so that said 
wrapper may be torn apart to enable the spoons to be 
removed from the package while in individual protec 
tive wrappers. - 

8. A package comprising an assembly of cylindrical 
product containers arranged in double row formation, 
a wrapper formed from a generally rectangular paper 
board blank encircling the containers so as to form a 
tubular carton with top, bottom and side walls disposed 
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6 
to lie along container top, bottom and opposite outer 
sides and having means for restraining the containers 
against movement relative to the wrapper and a divider 
assembly disposed between the rows of containers 
which assembly includes a plurality of product serving 
tools adapted to be used for removing and consuming 
the products in the containers, said divider assembly 
being disposed in a plane generally normal to the plane 
of the carton side walls and extending into the space 
between the rows of the containers and between said 
carton side walls so that said divider assembly is inac 
cessible for ready removal without ?rst removing at 
least a portion of the carton from the assembly. 

* * >l< * >l= 


