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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
The post has at least one slot extending over the entire 
height of said post and into which a portion of a facing 
fabric applied against the post and at least one parti 
tion adjacent said post can be inserted, while fastening 
elements carried by said post at locations thereon 
which are to be covered by the facing fabric are 
adapted to retain a corresponding looped, fluffy, 
down, velvety, felted cellular or the like portion of the 
back of the facing fabric. 

4 Claims, 11 Drawing Figures 
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PARTITIONS COVERED WITH AYFACING FABRIC 

This invention relates to a post which, in addition to 
its function of holding a partition in place, serves as a 
support for invisibly ?xing a fabric for covering the par 
tition and the post, for example for the purpose of 
forming a decorative facing and an acoustic and ther 
mal insulation. , 

By “fabric” there is understood here any completely 
or partly ?exible sheet or web in the most diverse mate 
rials, woven or non-woven, in natural, arti?cial or syn 
thetic ?bres, or again, for example, a plastics material 
in the form of ?exible sheet of greater or lesser thick 
ness, provided if necessary on one or both of its faces 
with other materials which are also ?exible. 
The post according to the invention has at least one 

slot extending over the entire height of said post and 
into which a portion of a facing fabric applied against 
the post and at least one partition adjacent said post 
can be inserted, while fastening elements carried by 
said post at locations thereon which are to be covered 
by the facing fabric are adapted to retain a correspond 
ing looped, fluffy, downy, velvety, felted, cellular or the 
like portion of the back of the facing fabric. 
A post of this kind offers a whole range of advan 

tages. In fact, it allows very simple and rapid putting-on 
of the facing fabric without it being necessary for the 
partition to undergo the slightest preparation, so that it 
can remain in the rough or un?nished state and, conse 
quently, the transport thereof does not necessitate spe 
cial care, dressing or preparation being effected on re 
quest, on site, after complete assembly. The ?xing of 
the fabric is invisible, it does not produce any hollow 
joints and does not require joint covers. When interme 
diate panels called imposts are used to adapt the stan 
dard modules of prefabricated partitions to the height 
available below the ceiling in each room of any working 
site, the ?xing of thefacing fabric by means of the post 
in question enables the joints of said imposts to be com 
pletely concealed. 

In an advantageous constructional form, the post is 
made of bent sheet metal and it is braced by internal 
stay plates or gussets, likewise of sheet metal, which are 
fixed against the inner faces of said post in planes per 
pendicular to the general direction of the latter, said 
stay plates each having a cut-out or cut-away opposite 
each slot of the post. 
The invention will be better understood by reading 

the following description and examining the accompa 
nying drawings, which show, by way of non-limitative 
examples, a number of embodiments of a post accord 
ing to the invention. In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 shows diagrammatically in plan view, with 

parts broken away, partition elements associated with 
posts according to the invention in different cases of 
assembly; 
FIG. 2 is a horizontal section on a larger scale of one 

of the posts of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a vertical section on a smaller scale taken 

on the line III-III of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4, 5 and 6 are views similar to that of FIG. 2, 

showing variants of the section of the post; 
FIG. 7 shows a variant of the upper portion of FIG. 

2, and 
FIGS. 8 to 11 show other variants diagrammatically 

in section. 
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2 
There can be seen in FIG. 1, by way of simple non 

limitative example, an assembly of partitions associated 
with posts according to the invention of different cross 
sections according to their locations. Thus, there is 
shown in particular, for instance, a ?at post 1 connect 
ing two partitions 2, 3 located so that one forms an ex 
tension of the other, two right-angled posts 4 and 55, 
one of which connects two partitions 5, 6 at right an 
gles, a post 7 of T-shaped cross-section connecting 
three partitions 8, 9 and 10, and a post 12 of cross 
shaped or star-shaped cross-section connecting four 
partitions 13, l4, l5, 16. 

All these posts have slots extending over the entire 
post height, as indicated as 21, 22 in the case of the 
post 1 (FIGS. 2 and 3). 

In the examples shown here, all the posts are made 
of bent sheet metal. Thus, the post 1 is formed of two 
parts 24, 25 of substantially U-shaped cross-section " 
facing one another at the edges of their ?anges or arms, 
which leave a small gap between them so as to form the - 

two slots 21, 22. 
The two parts 24, 25 of the post are rendered fast 

with one another and stiffened by means of braces con 
stituted by internal stay plates or gussets, such as 26, 
likewise of sheet metal and ?xed against the inner faces 
of the post, in planes perpendicular to the general di 
rection thereof, by lugs such as 28, 29 turned up at 
right angles with respect to the planes of the stay plates 
and ?xed ?at against the corresponding inner faces of 
the post, for example by electric spot welds. Opposite 
each of the slots 21, 22, the stay plates have cut-outs 
such as 32 giving the slots a wide clearance. 
On each side of each of the slots, for example on each 

side of the slot 21, the wall of the post in this embodi 
ment has, in the proximity of said slot, an offset portion 
forming a recess 34 (FIG. 2) in which there is ?xed ?at, 
by its back, a band or tape 35 the front of which bears 
a large number of ?liform fastening elements 36. Tapes 
known on the market by the name “Velcro” may be 
used with advantage for this purpose. ' 
The partition 3 (FIG. 1) is covered with a fabric 41 

which also covers the corresponding face of the part 25 
of the post 1 and the marginal portion 41A of which 
(FIG. 2) is inserted in the slot 22 of said post. 
At least that part of the back of the fabric 41 which 

is located over the ?liform fastening elements 36 is 
looped, ?uffy, downy, velvety, felted, cellular or the 
like, so as to be retained effectively by said ?liform fas 
tening elements when, at the instant when the fabric is 
placed in position, it-is applied against said fastening 
elements with a certain pressure. 

In a similar manner, the fabric 43 covering the parti~ 
tion 2 (FIGS. 1 and 2) also covers the corresponding 
face of the part 24 of the post 1, against which it is held 
by the fastening elements 36 carried by this face of the 
post, while the marginal portion 43A of the fabric is 
also inserted in the slot 22 and, together with the mar 

' ginal portion 41A of the fabric 41, has room to be ac 

65 

‘ commodated without any dif?culty in the cut~outs 32 
of the various stay plates 26 bracing the two parts 24, 
25 of the post. The width of the slots is such that it can 
receive two thicknesses of fabric without excessive 
play. Facing fabrics 46, 47 are applied against the other 
faces of the partitions 2 and 3 and of the post 1 in a sim 
ilar manner. 
The ?xing of the facing fabrics is thus effected in a 

simple and rapid manner without any preparation of 
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the surface of the partitions; the joint is invisible, in 
particular if the front of these fabrics is fluffy. 
F IG. 4 shows a variant type of post the cross-section 

of which is in the form of a right angle, as is the case, 
for example, with the posts 4 and 55 in FIG. 1. The 
principle of the structure is still the same and the corre 
sponding elements are designated by the same refer 
ence numbers. The two parts forming the post 4 are in 
the form of a U with unequal arms and the faces of the 
post bordering the slots are at right angles. 
FIGS. 5 and 6 show the details of the structure of a 

post of T-shaped cross-section, such as the post 7 in 
FIG. 1, and of a post of a cross-section in the form of 
a cross or star, like the post 12 in FIG. 1, respectively. 
The same reference numbers designate the correspond 
ing elements and the faces of the post bordering the 
slots are at right angles or in alignment. The principle 
of the structure of these posts is still the same, as is the 
mounting of the facing fabrics. 
The facing fabrics, while being ?xed to the fastening 

elements, may be not inserted in the slots of one or 
more intermediate posts, whatever may be the form of 
the cross-section of said posts. Thus, it can be seen in 
FIG. 1 that the fabric 51 passes and is ?xed against a 
plane face of the post 53 of T-shaped cross-section 
without entering the slot 52 in this post. Likewise, the 
fabrics 41 and 46 are applied and ?xed against the 
faces of the salient angle and against the faces of the re 
entrant angle of the post 55 of right-angled cross 
section without marginal portions being inserted in the 
slots in the post. The same could be the case with posts 
of any other section, for example on the posts 1 and 12 
of ?at and star-shaped cross-section, respectively. In 
this case, the fabric spans the corresponding slot and 
does not need to be cut. For aesthetic reasons or for 
reasons of strengthening the ?xing of the fabric, it is 
also possible to form a “false joint” by not providing 
any marginal zone on the fabric level with the slot, but 
by inserting a continuous portion of fabric into the slot. 
Thus, as shown in the case of the T-shaped post 56 in 
FIG. 1, the fabric 57 is in a single piece on both sides 
of the post and has an uncut fold 58 thrust into the slot. 

In the embodiments hereinbefore described, the pro 
jection of each lip of a longitudinal slot of a post with 
respect to the corresponding face of said post is ob 
tained by the presence of an offset portion forming a 
recess in which the fastening elements are ?xed, but 
this projection could be obtained in any other suitable 
manner. Thus, by way of modi?cation, there is shown 
in FIG. 7 another constructional form in which the pro 
jection of each lip is obtained by the fact that each edge 
of the slot of the sheet-metal post is rolled outwards, as 
indicated in 61 and 62. 
Moreover, likewise by way of modi?cation, instead 

of being added, the fastening elements may be made in 
one with the post and, for example, be constituted by 
points or teeth 63, 64 cut out of the sheet metal of the 
post and raised outwards. The fabrics 46 and 47 are 
?xed to the fastening elements 63, 64 and have their 
marginal portions inserted between the lips 61 and 62 
of the slot, as in the embodiment described with refer 
ence to FIG. 2, for example. 
The variant of FIG. 8 differs from that of FIG. 7 in 

that the edges of the slot 21 are not rolled, but are bent 
back at 65, 66 towards the outside, for example at right 
angles with respect to the plane of the adjacent faces 
of the post. Hooks 36 have been adopted as fastening 
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4 
means, but teeth or points as in FIG. 7 could also be 
used. 

In FIG. 9, the post again has an offset portion forming 
a recess 34 on both sides of the slot 21, but the edges 
of the slot are bent back at right angles towards the in 
terior of the post to form two lips 67, 68 from which 
there emerge, towards the inside of the slot, teeth or 
points 69, 70 cut out of the sheet metal. To strengthen 
the ?xing of the fabric (not shown), complementary 
fastening elements may also be provided on the out 
side, on the recesses 34, in the form of hooks or cut-out ’ 
points. 

In FIG. 10 there will be found again the construction 
of FIG. 9, with the inner lips 67, 68 and the points 69, 
70, but the faces bordering the slot 21 are plane and do 
not have any recesses. 

Finally, in FIG. 11, there are neither recesses nor 
inner or outer lips close to the slot 21, which is defined 
by the facing arms of the flat metal sheets forming the 
post. The slot is bordered, in its immediate vicinity or 
at some distance, by fastening elements, for example 
hooks 36. 
As is apparent from the foregoing, it is therefore pos 

sible either to have recesses bordering the slot, with or 
without inner lips for the latter, or to have only inner 
or outer lips bordering the slot, or again to have neither 
recesses nor tips, the faces of the post bordering the 
slot being plane, this being the case whatever the angle, 
reentrant, salient or plane, that they form between 
them. 
The invention is therefore not limited to the embodi 

ments described and shown, which have been given by 
way of example; modi?cations may be made therein, in 
accordance with the applications contemplated, with 
out thereby departing from the scope of the invention. 
Thus, for example, fastening means other than those 
which have been described hereinbefore could be used 
and posts with angle values other than 90° or 180° 
could be provided. 
What we claim is: 
1. A partition structure comprising an upwardly ex 

tending hollow post having a polygonal transverse 
cross-section, said post being formed of sheet metal 
and having at least two slots extending for its height and 
located at spaced positions in said post, said slots open 
ing into the hollow interior of said post, stay plates lo 
cated within said post and spaced apart in the upward 
direction thereof, said plates extending transversely 
across the hollow interior of said post between its inter 
ior surfaces, said stay plates arranged approximately 
perpendicularly to the height direction of said post, 
said stay plates having cut outs aligned inwardly of said 
slots, at least one upwardly extending partition asso 
ciated with said post and having a pair of oppositely di 
rected surfaces with at least one of its oppositely di 
rected surfaces aligned with one side of said post in 
which one of said slots is located, fastening elements 
secured to said post on the outer surface thereof and 
extending therealong adjacent to the opposite sides of 
said slots and arranged to secure one of looped, fluffy, 
downy, velvety, felted, cellular and like structures, and 
a facing fabric positioned within said slot and extending 
therefrom over said post and one of said surfaces of 
said partition and having a structure in its surface fac 
ing said post so that said fastening elements thereon se 
cure said fabric to said post, and said slots having a 
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width approximately twice the thickness of said facing 
fabric. 

2. A partition structure, as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said post having lips formed thereon bordering 
said slot and said fastening elements located on said 
lips. 

3. A partition structure, as set forth in claim 1, 
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6 
wherein said fastening elements are formed integrally 
with said post. 

4. A partition structure, as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the outer faces of said post bordering the slot 
therein are inclined toward one another. 

* * * >l< * 


