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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

A thin ?at container formed of a heat conductive ma 
teriaLsuch as aluminum consists of a shallow tray hav 
ing a closure hinged along one edge and movable be 
tween open and closed positions. At the end of the 
tray opposite the hinge there is an outwardly opening 
channel for receiving test samples of the serum or the 
like which is‘ enclosed in a plastic bag and is ?tted in 
the tray. A closure member for the channel is hinged 
to the tray at one end of the channel, and has on one 
side a downward extension sufficient to engage over 

‘ the upper free edge of the door. The arrangement is 
intended for holding serum such as blood cells, plasma 
or the like during freezing at very low temperatures 
and storing it in a refrigerated space. The closing and 
locking member has a hole at the end remote from the 

. hinge, for'engagement by a tool for opening it, and 
also a hole at the hinge end above the hinge pivot‘ 
through which a hook may be inserted to engage the 
pivot and lift the whole device. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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HOLDER FOR THIN FLAT PLASTIC 
CONTAINERS, PARTICULARLY FOR BLOOD 

SERUM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ' 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to an arrangement for holding 

?at ?exible containers, such as plastic bags, particu 
larly for blood serum and the like, for refrigeration and 
cold storage. ‘ 

2. The Prior Art 
Various arrangements for holding ?at plastic bags for 

blood serum for freezing and'storage are known, con 
sisting in general simply of a tray and a cover hinged at 
one end of the tray, with some means for holding the 
arrangement in closed position and some means for 
permitting its ready removal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, it is desirable to 
have, with bags of blood serum or the like, samples 
which can be taken out and tested to determine blood 
types, compatibility and the like. It is important that 
these should be associated in some way with the main 
container, to avoid confusion as to their origin. 
According to the present invention, there is provided 

a container for a plastic bag formed of aluminum or 
other material with good heat conductivity which pro 
vides for the freezing, storage and thawing of the con 
tents without removing the plastic bag. This container 
is composed of a tray having a cover hinged thereto 
along one edge. Along the opposite edge the tray is pro 
vided with a channel for receiving samples of the blood 
stored in the plastic bag which is contained in the tray. 
A locking and closure member consists of an inverted 
channel member hinged at one end of the channel and 
swingable between a position in which it closes the top 
of the channel and a position in which the channel is 
accessible. This inverted channel member has a down 
ward extension on the side of the tray cover which en 
gages the outside of the upper edge of the cover and 
thus serves also to hold the cover in closed position. 
The inverted channel member is provided with a hole 

adjacent its end remote from the pivot through which 
a hook can be inserted for pulling it upwardly to allow 
access to the channels and with an opening at the 
hinged end above the pivot point through which a hook 
can be inserted to engage the pivot pin for lifting the 
whole unit out of _a refrigerator or the like. 

_ BRIEF DESCRIPTION OFTIIE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows in perspective a holder according to the 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is an end view from the right-hand end of FIG. 

1; .l V I , , 

FIG. 3 is a cross section substantially on the line 3-3 
of FIG. 1; ~ ' 7 ~ 

FIG. 4 is a top plan view; and ’ 
FIG. 5 is a cross section substantially on the line 5-5 

of FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The main element of the arrangement is a shallow 
tray having a bottom wall 2 and upstanding side walls 
4, along with a flange 6 along one edge which forms the 
bottom. A closure of inverted channel shape with a 
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2 
main wall 8 and side walls 10 is pivoted at 12 along the 
lower edge of the tray. ‘ 
The upper end portion 12 of the wall 2 is stepped in< 

wardly, as is the upper end portion 14 of the cover. Se 
cured slightly below the upper edge of the main wall 2 
is a Z-shaped member 16 with one part riveted to the 
wall 2, a central horizontal part and a part 18 opposite 
the part 12 and forming therewith an upwardly open 
channel. 
The upper ends 20 of the side walls 4 extend up 

wardly to close the ends of the channel. 
At one end of the channel there is pivoted by a pin 

22 a downwardly open channel member 24 which fits 
over the members 12 and 18. This member has a down 
ward extension 26 which can engage over the upper 
edge part of the cover 8 when this is in its closed posi 
tion. 
The downwardly open channel member thus pro 

vides a closure for the channel receiving chamber and 
at the same time acts as a lock for holding the cover 8 
in closed position. ' 

The cover 8 has a hole 28 near its top edge for use 
in opening it. The closure 24 has a hole 30 in the top 
wall thereof at the end remote from the pivot 22 for 
permitting the introduction of a hook by which the clo 
sure 24 can be swung up around pivot 22. It also has 
above the pivot 22 an opening 32 through which a hook 
member can be inserted and engaged around the pivot 
22 for lifting the whole unit out of a refrigerator or the 
like, where these units are normally stored side by side 
in upright position. 

I claim: 
1. An arrangement for holding thin ?exible contain~ 

ers comprising a relatively shallow tray having a back 
wall and an open side opposite the back wall and a clo 
sure for such open side hinged along one end of the 
tray, means forming a channel at the other end of the 
tray extending completely across the tray and having its 
opening directed away from the body of the tray, an in 
verted channel-like member, means hinging the in 
verted channel-like member at one end of the channel 
forming means and swingable thereover to close the 
channel, said inverted channel-like member having a 
sidewall on the side of the tray closure of sufficient ex 
tent to'overlie the free edge of the tray closure when 
the inverted channel-like member is in closing position, 
whereby to 'hold the closure in closed position, the 
spacebetween the open side and the back wall being 
unobstructed and'the channel overlying such space. 

2. An arrangement as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said hinging means comprises a pin mounted in the 
walls of the channel-forming means and extending 
therebetween, and said inverted channel-like member 
has an opening therein above said pin of sufficient area 
to permit the insertion of a hook thereinto for engage 
ment with the pin for lifting the arrangement. 

3. An arrangement as claimed in claim 2, in which 
said inverted channel-like member has a hole in its 
outer wall adjacent the end remote from the hinging 
means to permit the insertion of a hook for raising the 
inverted channel-like member to open the channel. 

4. An arrangement as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said inverted channel-like member has a hole in its 
outer wall adjacent the end remote from the hinging 
means to permit the insertion of a hook for raising the 
inverted channel-like member to open the channel. 

* * * * * 


