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[ 5 7 ] ABSTRACT 

Hand grips to be placed on nursing bottles to assist an 
infant in holding its own bottle while nursing, and also 
providing a supporting structure which prevents the 
bottle from rolling out of reach. The device consists 
essentially of a ring or band which may be slid over 
the bottle and removably attached thereto. The band 
may either be a complete circular ring providing a 
friction fit or having means for tightening the band 
onto the bottle, a split ring relying on the spring com 
pression of the band to secure itself to the bottle or 
partial ring segments may be used with suitable hooks 
or the like for attachment. The band has at least two 
laterally projecting legs which are substantially 
straight, oriented radially with respect to the band and 
positioned at an obtuse angle. 

7 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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HAND GRIPS FOR NURSING BOTTLES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Small infants who still possess limited muscle coordi 
nation and dexterity have a great deal of difficulty in 
holding their own nursing bottles. Their hands are small 
as compared to the circumference of the bottle and it 
is necessary for them to use both hands, one on each 
side, a skill which many infants are slow to master. To 
the infant the bottle is relatively heavy and he often 
tires of holding it before he is through nursing. As a re 
sult, he often drops it or through involuntary muscle re 
sponse knocks it out, of his mouth whereupon it falls 
into the crib, leaks and wets the bed. 

I am not aware of any satisfactory solution heretofore 
made to this problem. The closest approach known to 
me appears to be that disclosed in the patent to E. S. 
Nichols, US. Pat. No. 2,789,002 which discloses a de 
vice for attaching handles to a nursing bottle by means 
of an elastic strap, the handles being loops oriented 
along the longitudinal axis of the bottle. That device 
does not solve the problems previously enumerated for 
several reasons. The orientation of the handles and 
their particular con?guration are not readily grasped 
by the infant. Further, the location of the handles at op 
posing sides of the bottle does not provide a support for 
the bottle by which the infant can nurse without using 
his hands. And ?nally, the handles in their position do 
not readily prevent the bottle from rolling about in the 
crib. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

I have solved all of the foregoing difficulties by pro 
viding an improved means for attaching removable 
hand grips to a nursing bottle wherein the hand grips 
are formed in the con?guration of two longitudinal, 
downwardly projecting legs of relatively substantial 
length having a diameter easily grasped by an infant. 
The legs project radially outwardly from a circular 
band adapted to ?t securely around the bottle. The legs 
are positioned so that they project at an abtuse angle 
providing a bipod supporting structure. In this manner, 
the nursing bottle with the holder applied thereto can 
rest upon the infant’s chest without rolling about and 
without the necessity for the infant actually grasping 
the hand grips. However, the particular location of the 
hand grips and their shape make it relatively easy for 
an infant to grasp them either with one or both hands 
in that they are located in a natural plane of the baby’s 
grasp. Furthermore, the bipod effect achieved by the 
relatively long length of the hand grips prevents the 
bottle from rolling about. In addition to the foregoing 
advantages, it is apparent that the provision of the hand 
grips on the bottle greatly aids in encouraging the in 
fant by using the grips to more rapidly improve his hand 
and eye coordination. The band to which the legs are 
attached may simply provide a friction ?t about the pe 
riphery of the bottle or a threaded pressure screw may 
be used. Altemately, the band may be split so that it 
functions as a spring clip, or as another alternative, the 
band may be formed in segments having hooks to se 
cure to portions of the bottle. 

It is an object, therefore, of the present invention to 
provide an improved attachment for nursing bottles 
which affords not only one or more hand grips for the 
infant but also a secure support therefore so that the 
bottle cannot readily escape the infant's grasp. 
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2 
Further objects and advantages of the present inven 

tion will become readily apparent upon reading the en 
suing detailed description of the various embodiments, 
together with the accompanying drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a ?rst embodiment of 
the present invention in which the ring employs a fric 
tion ?t. ’ 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the embodiment shown in 
FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a second embodiment of the present inven 

tion in which attachment to the bottle is accomplished 
by means of a threaded'compression screw. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the ?rst embodiment 

in place on a typical nursing bottle. 
FIG. 5 is another embodiment of the invention using 

a split spring clip band. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a modi?cation of the 

?rst embodiment having an added handgrip. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of another embodiment 

in which the band is provided with hooks. 
FIG. 8 is a modi?cation of the embodiment shown in 

FIG. 7 in which the band is formed in partial segments 
having hooks to engage portions of the bottle periph 
ery. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, the device is shown to consist of 
a completely circular band 10 the inner diameter of 
which is slightly larger than the outer diameter of the 
typical baby bottle 12. The inside surface of the band 
10 is lined with a layer of relatively soft resilient mate 
rial 14 such as foam rubber or plastic ?lm thus provid 
ing a friction ?t when slid onto a typical nursing bottle. 
The legs 16 are formed integrally with the band 10 and 
preferably are aligned with the radii of the band. The 
legs 16 are oriented to form an obtuse angle, approxi_ 
mately 140° apart. This angle is not particularly critical 
but it is found to be preferable to maintain an obtuse 
angle and to have the lowermost extension of the legs 
16 project below the base of the band. In that manner, 
the legs provide a bipod type of support when the de 
vice is installed on a bottle 12 so that if resting upon a 
?at surface, the bottle rests upon its base end and upon 
the two legs. It has been found that the diameter of the 
legs should be approximately ?ve-eighths of an inch to 
afford a handle which may be easily grasped by most 
infants. ' ' 

FIG. 6 shows one modi?cation of the preferred em 
bodiment in which a supplementary top grip 18 has 
been added which provides the infant with an addi 
tional gripping surface as an alternative to either of the 
legs and gives him some variety in so doing. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ALTERNATIVE 
EMBODIMENTS 

Since not all nursing bottles are of the same diameter, 
some means must be provided for attaching the band 
to bottles of different diameter. FIG. 3 shows a modi? 
cation in which the band 10 is provided on its inside 
surface with a partial frictional liner 20 formed in the 
bottom area of the ring adjacent the leg 16. Opposite 
the liner 20 is a threaded screw shaft 22 having a han 
dle 24 and provided with a base 26 upon which is se 
cured a resilient pad 28. The threaded shaft 22 may be 
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readily adjusted to tighten the band onto bottles of 
lesser diameter than the ring 10 so that the device can 
be securely mounted on the bottle. The handle 24 thenv 
affords another gripping area similar to handle 18.‘ . 
FIG. 5 is similar to the preferred embodiment of FIG. 

1 except that the band 10 is split at 30 so as to allow 
it to be spread apart as it is slid upon the nursing bottle 
whereupon it acts as a spring clip holding the band in 
place. Again, a layer of resilient material 14 is applied 
to the inside surface of the band 10. This configuration 
may also include the additional top hand grip 18 if de 
sired. 
There are types of nursing bottles which employ a cy 

lindrical sleeve in which are attached disposable plastic 
liners to contain the milk such as the type commercially 
available known as the Playtex Nurser. Here, the cylin 
drical outer body of the nursing unit employs a plurality 
of longitudinal open slots. In the embodiment shown in 
FIG. 7, the band 10 is split at 32 and the band is bent 
inwardly to provide the tabs or hooks 34. The hooks 34 
engage these longitudinal slots to securely fasten the 
band to this type of nursing unit. Here again, it may be 
desirable to line the inner surface of the band with the 
layer of resilient material 14 to gain the further advan 
tage of a frictional ?t. 
As a further embodiment of the invention, FIG. 8 

shows the band in a form of a partial segment 36 each 
of which is provided with an integral leg 38 of the same 
type and con?guration as the legs 16. The band seg 
ment 36 is provided with two inwardly turned hooks 40 
spaced circumferentially a sufficient distance to engage 
the longitudinal slots of the type of nursing unit previ 
ously mentioned. Typically, two units of the type shown 
in FIG. 8 would be used with each of the nursing units 
previously mentioned although it is equally possible 
that more than two such units may be applied if de 
sired. 
By providing the various embodiments of the present 

‘ invention in a manner in which they can be readily at~ 
tached or removed from any typical nursing bottle, 
they may be easily cleaned and transferred from one 
bottle to another. By molding the units in one piece 
from any suitable plastic material, they can be made 
both non-toxic and non-allergenic. The various em 
bodiments shown herein make the present invention 
readily adaptable to any size or shape of nursing bottle 
and although the various embodiments shown herein 
disclose a circular band it is equally contemplated as 
being within the scope of this invention that the bands 
may be made of triangular or rectangular shape to ac 
commodate any bottles of such con?guration. While 
several embodiments of the present invention have 
been shown and described it will be obvious to persons 
skilled in the ,art that other changes and modi?cations 
might be made without departing from this invention in 
its broader aspects and it is contemplated that the pres 
ent invention includes all such changes and modi?ca 
tions as adopt the salient features disclosed herein. 

I claim: 
1. Hand grips for nursing bottles or the like, compris 

mg: " 

a single pair of longitudinal gripping members having 
an elongated cylindrical con?guration, the diame 
ter of said members being substantially less than 
the length thereof, ?xture means formed integrally 
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4 
with said gripping members for removably affixing 
said members to the periphery of av bottle, each of 
said members being supported at one end thereof 
by said ?xture means, the other ends being unsup 
ported, said members being oriented with respect 
to the periphery of a bottle to which the same are 
?xed such that they extend radially outwardly 
therefrom and are arcutately separated about said 
periphery by an obtuse angle. 

2. The device set forth in claim 1 wherein said ?xture 
means comprises an annular band the inner diameter of 
which is chosen to be somewhat greater then the outer 
diameter of a nursing bottle, said band having a liner of 
resilient material disposed about the inner surface 
thereof. 

3. The device set forth in claim 2 wherein said annu 
lar band is further provided with a threaded aperture, 
a threaded screw situated in said aperture, said screw 
extending radially through said band with an end 
thereof disposed within said band, a disk-like member 
affixed to the inner end of said screw, said disk member 
having a layer of resilient material affixed to the inward 
surface thereof. 

4. The device set forth in claim 2 further including a 
radially extending protrusion formed upon said band at 
a position remote from the position of said gripping 
members, said protrusion having a rounded body por~ 
tion the lateral dimension of which is substantially the 
same as the radial extension of said protrusion, said 
protrusion providing a third gripping member. 

5. The device set forth in claim 2 wherein said band 
is divided to provide a gap between adjacent ends 
thereof, the diameter of said band being substantially 
equal to or slightly less than the diameter of a nursing 
bottle to provide a spring clip ?xture means, said liner 
extending around the inner periphery of said band ex 
cept for said gap. 7 

6. Hand grips for nursing bottles or the like, compris 
mg: 
a single pair of longitudinal gripping members having 
an elongated cylindrical con?guration, the diame 
ter of said members being substantially less than 
the length thereof, ?xture means formed integrally 
with said gripping members for removably affixing 
said members to the periphery of a bottle, each of 
said members being supported at one end by said 
?xture means, the other ends being unsupported, 
said members being oriented with respect to the 
periphery of a bottle to which the same are af?xed 
such that they extend radially outwardly therefrom 
and are arcuately separated about said periphery 
by an obtuse angle; 

said ?xture means comprising an annular band, said 
band being divided to provide a gap between adja 
cent ends thereof, the diameter of said band being 
substantially equal to or slightly less than the diam 
eter of a nursing bottle, the adjacent ends of said 
band being provided with hook means formed 
thereon, said band having a liner of resilient mate 
rial disposed about the inner surface thereof. 

7. The device set forth in claim 6 wherein said band 
is dividedtoprovide more then one gap whereby said 
band is formed in one or more segments, and hook 
means formed at the ends of each said segment. 
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