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[5 7 ] ABSTRACT 

This invention relates to apparatus for teaching infants 
and young children to use a drinking straw or tube. In 
particular, it relates to a bifurcated tube in which one 
leg is placed in an open liquid container and the other 
terminates in a liquid forcing means e.g., a squeeze 
bulb. The common leg of the tubing is a delivery leg 
which conducts liquid to the mouth of a child. In use, 
the squeeze bulb and its leg are filled with liquid so 
that a slight pressure on it will inject a small amount of 
liquid into the child’s mouth. Upon swallowing, a suc 
tion action will occur and this will cause liquid to be 
drawn from the container through the liquid leg. 

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 

“______________>4___2\:>~J” 1 I | l 
I 



Pmminuuvm I975 - 3,773,256 

d- ‘III 

I _ INVENTOR 

KE/v/vE TH 0 WRIGHT 
Bygmw 

ATTORNEYs 



3,773,256 
1 

METHOD OF TEACHING USE OF DRINKING 
STRAW 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 68,922, 
?led Sept. 2, 1970, and now abandoned. 
Often it is desirable that ill children use a drinking 

tube but they cannot be taught its use without a harm 
ful emotional upset, and sometimes the child will refuse 
the taking of the liquid entirely. Also it is desirable that 
healthy children use a straw because drinking directly 
from a container is often dif?cult for a small child and 
it will spill its contents. Not only liquids such as water 
or milk can be fed with this device, but also medicines 
can be added to the liquid. 
Thus the primary object of this invention is to pro 

vide means to assist a child in drinking from a straw or 
the like, and to teach the child the normal functions of 
drinking in this manner. 
A further object is to provide a device adapted for 

the foregoing purposes, wherein the device is conve 
nient and safe to operate, simple and economical to 
manufacture, and durable in use. 
These and other objects will be apparent from the 

following speci?cation, when read in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevation showing the device as a 

whole and its manner of use; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the line 

2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view along the line 3—3 of FIG. 

2; and 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken at the junc 

ture of the delivery leg with the bifurcated portion of 
the tubing. 
Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus includes tubing 

comprising a ?rst or squeeze-bulb leg section 10, con 
nected at its outer end to a liquid-forcing means such 
as the ?exible closed squeeze bulb 12, a second or feed 
leg section 14, which in use leads to a liquid container 
16, and a third or dispensing-leg section 18, which is 
open at its distal end to supply liquid to the mouth of 
an infant or child. The tubing sections 10 and 14 are 
connected by sleeves 20 and 22 to each of two legs 24 
and 26 of the bifurcated connector piece having a com 
mon leg 28 connected to dispensing tube section 18. 
The tubing leg sections, sleeves and connector piece 
sections may be manufactured as an integral structure, 
but the structure shown is preferred because the parts 
may be disassembled or sold as a kit for packaging pur 
poses or for greater ease of cleansing or sterilization. In 
this connection the tubing and sleeves are formed of 
transparent ?exible plastic material which can, without 
harm, be elevated to sterlizing temperatures or 
cleansed with detergents, e.g., certain selected polyeth 
ylenes or polyvinylchlorides or the like, all well known 
to those skilled in the art. 
The inlet end of tubing section 14 is provided with a 

ball check valve ?tting 30 which contains a ball 32 and 
?ngers 34 which define a cage for the ball. The bottom 
surface of the ?tting has projections 36 which prevent 
the said surface from resting ?at on the bottom of a re 
ceptacle so as to cut off liquid ?ow. 

In use, squeeze bulb 12 and tubing sections 10, 14 
and 18 are ?lled with liquid. This can be conveniently 
done by collapsing and releasing the squeeze bulb while 
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2 
selectively pinching off or otherwise closing the dis 
charge end of dispensing leg 18 and while inserting the 
ball-check valve end of the tubing section into ?lled 
container 16. Repetition of this operation should ?ll 
the bulb and tubing up to the distal or discharge end of 
tubing 18. The discharge end is then inserted into the 
child’s mouth. Gentle pressure on the bulb will result 
in some of the liquid being forced into the infant’s 
mouth because ball check valve 30 will prevent back 
?ow into container 16. The child will swallow the liquid 
by re?ex and this swallowing is accompanied by a suck 
ing action. The child will soon begin sucking on the 
tube without any forcing of the liquid feed by squeezing 
on the bulb. After a short time the child will thus learn 
the required sucking action and can then use a conven 
tional drinking straw or glass tube such as those often 
used in hospitals. 
The speci?c embodiment described hereinabove is 

presented as being illustrative only. It will be under 
stood that numerous changes and modi?cations may be 
made by those skilled in the art without departing from 
the spirit of the invention or the scope of the annexed 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A method for teaching infant subjects and the like 

to drink through a drinking tube, comprising the steps 
of inserting one end of a drinking tube into a body of 
liquid; placing the other end of the drinking tube in the 
mouth of the subject; forcing through the drinking tube 
and into the mouth of the subject a portion of said liq 
uid thereby causing the subject to swallow said portion 
of liquid and as a result of swallowing, creating a suck 
ing action on the liquid remaining in the straw, discon 
tinuing the forcing action and permitting ?ow of said 
liquid into the mouth of the subject as a result of said 
sucking action thereby inducing the subject to swallow 
again and learn the normal functions of drinking 
through a drinking tube. 

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein the said 
portion of the liquid is forced into the mouth of the sub 
ject by a pumping action. 

3. A method according to claim 1 including the step 
of filling the drinking tube with liquid from the body of 
liquid before the step of forcing a portion of the liquid 
in the drinking tube into the mouth of the subject. 

4. A method according to claim 3 including the step 
of preventing the liquid in the drinking tube from re 
turning through the drinking tube to the body of liquid 
after the drinking tube is ?lled. 

5. A method for teaching infant subjects and the like 
to use a drinking straw, comprising; providing open» 
ended conduit means for the transmission of liquids 
from an inlet end disposed in a liquid resevoir to an out 
let end disposed in the mouth of the subject; pumping 
liquid through said conduit means to the mouth of the 
subject to initiate normal swallowing functions by the 
subject, resulting in a suction action on said inlet end; 
and discontinuing said pumping to enable free flow of 
said liquid through said conduit to the mouth of the 
subject in response to said suction action unassisted by 
said pumping, whereby said unassisted ?ow induces the 
subject to perpetuate said suction action and to thereby 
learn the normal functions of drinking through a straw. 
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