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[57] ABSTRACT 
A body for an electric guitar has an uncovered, skele 
tal frame. The frame is provided with a pocket for re 
ceiving a guitar neck, and a bridge and tailpiece ar 
ranged for receiving strings from a guitar neck ar 
ranged in the pocket. The frame is further provided 
with devices for selectively mounting electronic pick 
ups thereon, as is a mount for suitable control ele 
ments. 

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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GUITAR sour 

BACKGROUND. OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to guitars, and in particular to 

a body for a guitar intended to mount electrical pickup 
devices attachable to electronic reproduction systems. 

2. Description of the Prior'Art I 
Guitars of the .“Spanish” type have long been used. 

Until recent times, these guitars were of the acoustic 
type relying on a sound box to obtain a desired qualityv 
sound. However, developments in,- for example, elec 
tronic sound reproduction systems has in recent years 
led more and more to the use of, for example, magneto 
electric pickups adjacent the guitar strings for trans— 
ducing the sound created by the vibration of the strings 
to an electrical signal which may ‘be. reproduced by 
known sound reproducing systems. These latter type 
guitars may be broken down generally into acoustic 
electric and electric types. While the ?rst of these'two 
types relies on a combination of sound reproduced 
through a sound reproducing system and a sound box 
of the guitar, it is desirable with the latter type to re 
duce to a minimum sounds other than those emitting 
from the electronic sound reproducing system. ’ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION I 

I It is an object of the present vinvention to provide a 
guitar vbody especially for use with an electric ‘guitar 
which will be essentially free from dampening vibra 
tions and give a more accurate electronic'tone than 
known guitar bodies. - ' ' 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide such a guitar body as referred to above which will 
not be vadversely affected by physical environmental 
changes and thelike. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a guitar body of the type referred to'above 
which will besimple and inexpensive in construction, 
yet will be conducive to a long trouble-free life. 
These and other objects are achieved according to 

the present invention by providing a guitar body which 
is constructed in ‘the form of an uncovered,-skeletal 
frame. - - ' . - - ' 

According to a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the frame is provided with ‘means for receiv 
ing a guitar neck, and with a bridge and tailpiece ar 
ranged for receiving strings from a guitar neck received 
in the receiving means. This bridge is advantageously 
constructed in two parts arranged in ‘parallel planes, 
one of these parts extending away from a line defining 
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- - BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

‘FIG. 1 is a top plan view showing a guitar body ac 
cording to the present invention. 

' FIG. 2 is a side elevational view showing the guitar 
body of FIG. 1. 

1 FIG. 3 is asectional view taken' generally along the 
line 3-3 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken generally along the 

line 4-4 of FIG. 1. ’ 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, sectional view taken gener 

ally along the line 5—-5 of FIG. 1. ' 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings show partly in full lines 
and partly in broken lines a guitar 10, which is prefera 
bly an electric guitar. ' 

Av body 12 according to the present invention has an 
uncovered, skeletal frame 16. This frame 16, which 
may take different configurations than that shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, is' provided with a pocket 18 for receiv 
ing guitar neck 14. A neck 14, as may be appreciated 
by referring re FIG. 3 along with FIGS. 1 and 2 of the 
drawings, may be easily inserted into pocket 18 and re 
tained there in a known manner as by suitable, known 
fasteners, such as screw fasteners 20. In this manner, 
various appropriate necks 14 may be mounted on body 
12 as desired. 7 

Frame 16 is further provided with a bridge 22 and a 
tailpiece 24 provided with a plurality'of holes 26 and 
arranged for receiving strings 28 from neck 14. Tail 
piece 24 is shown provided with six holes 26 as is con 
ventional for‘ guitars, although the number of strings 
may vary as desired. Referring now to FIG. 4 along with 
FIGS. 1 to 3, it can readily be seen that bridge 22 is 
constructed in two parts 30, 32 which are arranged in 
parallel planes (FIG. 1). A part 30, 32 extends away 
from a line A—A de?ned by and coaxial with the cen 
ter line (not shown) of neck 14, and in a direction op-_ 
posed to the other part 32, 30. Further, parts 30, 32 are 
arranged’ inspaced relation from one another along line 
,A—_A. This arrangement of bridge 22 permits the ac 
commodation of a plain G string, and gives more cor 
rect intonation to the full length of the ?ngerboard of 
all strings 28. ‘ ' - ~ 

A pair of spaced, parallal braces 34, 36 are arranged 
within frame 16 and connected thereto at one end 
thereof, the other ends thereof being connected to an 
angled brace 38 which is in turn connected to frame 16. 

--Transverse braces 40, 42 extend from a respective 

the center line of the guitar neck and in a direction op- ‘ 
posed to the other part. The parts are arranged in 
spaced relationship with respect to one another along 
the line. . ~ ' 

The frame is also conveniently provided with means 
for selectively mounting electronic pickups thereon, 
and with means for mounting control elements which 
may be operatively connected to pickups and to an 
electronic sound reproducing system. 
These together with other objects and advantages 

whichv will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter describedand claimed, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, 
wherein like numerals refer to like parts throughout. 

55 

brace 34, 36 to frame 16. A plate 44 is mounted be 
tween braces 34, 36 at a point adjacent transverse 
braces 40, 42. Parts 30, 32 of bridge 22 are mounted 
on plate 44. * 

Referring again to FIGS. 1 to 4 of the drawings, a plu 
rality of pickup mounts 46 provided with a plurality of 
holes 48 are mounted to braces 34, 36. Conventional 
screw fasteners 49 may be arranged in holes 48 for se- ' 
lectively mounting suitable, known pickups 50, such as 
electromagnetic pickups, in frame 16. These pickup 
mounts 46 are designed to accommodate several differ 
ent types 'of pickups 50 for achieving different sounds 
as desired by an individual musician. Mounts 46 may be 
‘provided with, for example, 18 holes 48. 
i As can best be seen by referring to FIGS. 1, 2, 4, and 
5 of the drawings, a plate 52 is connected to frame 16, 
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brace 36, and transverse brace 42. Holes 54 are pro 
vided in plate 52 for receiving a plurality of suitable, 
known control elements 56. These controls may in 
clude toggle switches, volume controls, tone controls, 
and output jack controls’. An opening 58 is provided in 
brace 36 to permit conventional pickup wires (not 
shown) to pass from the pickups 50 to the controls. 
Frame 16 may be constructed from, for example, 

mild steel bar, with all joints being welded. Pocket 18 
may be constructed from, for example, steel channel. 
Both bridge 22, tailpiece 24 and the various braces may 
also be constructed from, for example, a suitable steel. 
By using steel throughout, all joints may be welded and 
finished by grinding. Holes may be drilled for conven 
tional strap buttons 60. , g , _ 

A metal frame guitar body 12 according to the pres 
ent invention is, because of its rigidity, free from damp 
ing vibrations, and will give a more accurate electronic 
tone than a wood plank or hollow body. The lack of 
sound emanating from the metal frame guitar body 12 
also gives additional sustaining power to the tones gen 
erated'by strings 2'8 vibrating in the magnetic fields of 
pickups 50. Because of the lack of a vibrating body, 
guitar 10 can be used under adverse conditions without 
squeal and feedback. The entire metal frame 16 will act 
as a ground or shield - instead of only the strings as on 
a conventional guitar ‘ making it free from interference 
due to ?uorescent lights and other stray magnetic 
?elds. ‘ _ ' 

The metal frame ‘guitar body 12 accordingto the 
present invention is substantially unaffected by climatic 
changes and local weather conditions'Further, it will 
not warp, crack, or'change sound due to the effects of 
heat or moisture. The sound therefrom has excellent 
penetrating qualities, and can be said to sound like a 
bell. The sound is more uniform from guitar to guitar, 
which is very desirable, and is a more accurate repro 
duction of a vibrating, for example, steel string. A body 
12 according to‘th'e present invention can be guaran 
teed‘ to be free of trouble for the life of the instrument. 
Further, it is not dependent on seasoned material. Each 
instrument sounds exactly the same when equipped 
with the same pickups and strings. The volume of indi 
vidual strings 28 is more accurately balanced, and no 
single string overrides the others. 
A guitar body 12 may be provided with either a 

painted or plated ?nish. These ?nishes may be applied 
- in any suitable, known manner commonly employed in 
putting a finish on a metal such as steel. 
.The foregoing is considered as illustrated only of the 

principles of theinvention. Further, ‘since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention. ' 

' What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A body for an electric guitar, comprising an open, 

skeletal frame including skeletal bracing means for ri 
gidifying and eliminating damping vibrations in the 
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frame, and means connected to the frame for receiving 
a guitar neck, the bracing means including a pair of 
spaced, parallel braces arranged within the frame and 
connected thereto at one of a pair of spaced ends, and 
angled brace connected to the frame and forming a 
part of the guitar neck receiving means, the other of the 
spaced ends of the parallel braces connected to the an 
gled brace, and a pair of transverse braces extending 
from the parallel braces to the frame. 

2. A structure as de?ned in claim 1, wherein thebody 
further comprises a ?xed bridge and tailpiece con— 
nected between the parallel braces and arranged for re 
ceiving strings from a guitar neck. 

3. A structure as de?ned in claim 2, wherein said 
bridge is constructed in two parts arranged in parallel 

. planes, a part extending 'away from a line de?ned by the 
center line of a guitar neck arranged in the receiving 
means and in a direction opposed to the other part, 
with the parts arranged spaced from one another along 
the line. 

4. A structure as defined in claim 3, wherein the body 
further comprises means connected between the paral 
lel braces forv selectively mounting electromagnetic 
pickups thereon. 

5. A structure as de?ned in claim 4, wherein the body 
further comprises means connected to one of the paral 
lel braces for mounting control elements. 

' 6. In an electric guitar having a body and a neck, the 
improvement comprising a body including an open, 
skeletal frame, including skeletal bracing means for ri 
gidifying and eliminating damping vibrations in the 
frame, the bracing means including a pair of spaced, 
parallel braces arranged within the frame and con 
nected thereto at one of a pair of spaced ends, and an 
angle brace connected to the frame, the other of the 
spaced ends of the parallel braces connected to the an 
gled brace, and a pair of transverse braces extending 
from the parallel braces to the frame. 

7. A structure as de?ned inlclaim 6, wherein the body 
further comprises means connected to the frame for re 
ceiving the guitar neck. 

8. A structure as de?ned in claim 7, wherein the body 
further comprises a bridge and tailpiece connected to 
the bracing means arranged for receiving strings from 
the guitar neck. 

9. A structure as de?ned in claim 6, wherein the body 
further comprises means connected to the bracing 
means for selectively mounting electromagnetic pick 
ups, and is constructed from a metal to shield the pick 
ups from stray ?elds. 

10. A structure as de?ned in claim 6, wherein the 
body further comprises means connected to the brac 
ing means for mounting control elements. 

11. An improvement as de?ned in claim 8, wherein 
said bridge is constructed in two parts arranged in par 
allel planes, a part extending away from a line de?ned 
by a center line of the guitar neck arranged in the re 
ceiving means and in a direction opposed to the other 
part, with the parts arranged spaced from one another 
along the line. . 

* * * * * 


