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[57] ABSTRACT 

A disposable container for single-use ?atware, the 
container having a base section and a cover section 
formed of plastic material. The length of the base sec 
tion is substantially less than that of the ?atware con‘ 
tained therein; hence, when the cover section is re 
moved, the ends of the ?atware are exposed. Insertion 
of the base section into the recess of a conventional 
holder is achieved by gripping the cover section of the 
assembly and, after the base section is in place with its 
perimetric ?ange resting upon the mouth of the re 
cess, the cover section may be disengaged and re 
moved to expose the handles of the ?atware. 

7 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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DISPOSABLE F LATWARE CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND 

Self-service ?atware dispensers are often used _in caf 
eterias and other food service facilities and the ?atware 
so dispensed is frequently formed of plastic material to 
permit disposal after use. Such plastic ?atware is ordi 
narily marketed in bulk quantities in clean, sanitary 
condition. However, in order to make it available to the 
ultimate user, the ?atware must be manually removed 
from the shipping cartons and placed into the open 
topped receptacles of the dispensers. At the end of a 
meal service, unused ?atware is often removed from 
the dispenser receptacles and returned to the bulk con 
tainers. The result is not only that considerable time 
and labor is expended in loading and unloading the self 
service dispensers, but that direct‘handling of the ?at 
ware in unpacking and re-packing the bulk containers, 
and in filling and emptying the dispensers, greatly in 
creases the possibilities of contamination and cross 
contamination. 

SUMMARY 

This invention has, as one of its important objects, 
the provision of a structure and system which eliminate 
the direct handling of items of disposable ?atware in 
setting up counters for the dispensing of such ?atware 
in cafeterias and the like and, as a result, which reduces 
the possibilities of contamination of the ?atware by em 
ployees of such an establishment. Itis a further object 
to provide a ?atware container equipped with means 
for insertion of such container into the receptacle of a 
?atware dispenser and for the removal of such con 
tainer from such receptacle, such means also serving to 
protect the ?atware during handling and storage. 

In summary, the container comprises a generally cy 
lindrical open-topped lower section adapted to contain 
a multiplicity of ?atware items. Normally, any one such 
section will contain items of the same type, such as all 
spoons or all knives. The length of the lower or base 
section is less than the length of the ?atware items con 
tained therein; thus, the items of ?atware extend up 
wardly beyond the open top of the base section. A peri 
metric ?ange around the open top of the section has a 
diameter larger than the opening of the receptacle into 
which such section is to be received and, therefore such 
?ange serves as stop meansto limit the extent of inser 
tion of the base section into such a receptacle. 
The ?ange also provides attachment means for re 

leasably coupling the lower section to a removable 
cover or upper section. The cover section is in turn di 
mensioned to fit easily within the hand and, conse 
quently, by simply gripping the container by its cover 
a user may readily insert the base section into the open 
ing of a dispenser unit. Thereafter, the cover is easily 
disengaged to expose the handles of the ?atware items, 
such’ items being retained by the base section. The 
structural relationship of the container sections is such 
that the cover may later be used to extract the base sec 
tion from the dispenser. Should such base section be 
empty then both sections, being formed inexpensively 

' of plastic material, may be discarded; however, should 
?atware items remain in the lower section, then the re 
coupling of the parts serves to protect the ?atware for 
later use during a subsequent meal service. 
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DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a?atware con~ 
tainer as it is being inserted into (or removed from) the 
opening of a conventional dispenser or container sup 
port; 

' FIG. 2 is a side elevational view, shown partly in sec 

tion, of the container; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the container 

sections in unlatched and separated condition; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged top plan view taken along line 

4-4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a bottom view of the container’s lower sec 

tion; 
FIG. '6 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view taken 

along line 6-6 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 

taken along line 7—7 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 8 is a still further enlarged vertical sectional 

view taken along line 8-8 of FIG. 7. 

DESCRIPTION 
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 10 generally 

designates a two-piece ?atware container having a 
lower or base section 10a and an upper or cover section 

10b. Both sections are generally cylindrical in shape, 
the lower section having a cylindrical side wall 11 and 
an integral bottom wall 12, and the cover section hav 
ing a cylindrical side wall 13 and an integral top wall 
14. A ?ange 15 extends about the open upper end of 
the base section 10a and, in the embodiment illus 
trated, is provided with a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced lug portions 16 (FIG. 5). Four such lugs are 
shown in the drawings; however, it is to be understood 
that a smaller or greater number may be provided. 
The largest outside diameter of the base section 10a 

below ?ange 15 is slightly smaller than the diameter of 
opening 17 ofa standard dispensing receptacle or sup 
port 18 (FIG. 1). Flange 15, on the other hand, is sub 
stantially larger in diameter than opening 17. There- ' 
fore, the lower section of the container may be re 
ceived within any one of the openings 17 of the dis 
penser and will be supported or retained in that open 
ing by its ?ange. 
Except for the provision of lugs 16 and the distinctive 

con?guration of ?ange 15, the lower section 10a, as so 
far described, is similar in shape to ?atware containers 
currently in use. However, unlike conventional holders, 
lower section 10a is formed of relatively thin plastic 
material and is intended to be discarded after its con— 
tents have been dispensed. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
such contents takes the form of a multiplicity of dispos 
able ?atware items 19 -- spoons, knives, or forks — 

which may also be formed of plastic. Normally, any one 
container 10 will hold ?atware items of the same type, 
i.e., all spoons, or all knives. 
Cover section 10b is provided at its open lower end 

with a ?ange 20 of non-circular con?guration. Flange 
20 has a depending skirt portion 21. As shown most 
clearly in FIG. 4, ?ange 20 has enlarged corner por 
tions 20a which are circumferentially spaced and which 
correspond in number to lugs 15 of the base section. 
FIG. 6 reveals that the internal dimensions of ?ange 20, 
as measured diametrically within enlarged areas 20a, is 
greater than that of lugs 16, whereas the inside dimen 
sions of ?ange 20 measured at points intermediate en 
largements 20a is less than lugs 16. Thus, the skirt por 



3,768,691 
3 

tion 21 of cover ?ange 20 is capable of ?tting over and 
completely enclosing lugs 16 only if the lugs are dis 
posed in the corner portions of the generally rectangu 
lar ?ange 20. 
Near each corner 20a of the ?ange 20, the skirt 21 

of that ?ange is provided with a pair of horizontal slits 
22. Each slit is adapted to receive a portion of one of 
the lugs 16 when the ?ange of the cover section is ?tted 
over the ?ange of the base section and the cover is then 

rotated a short angular distance relative to the base. 
Such locking engagement is illustrated most clearly in 
FIGS. 7 and 8. Since a pair of slits are provided in each 
corner of ?ange 20, it is believed apparent that locking 
engagement between the cover and base may be 
achieved by either clockwise or counterclockwise rota 
tion of the cover with respect to the base. 
To facilitate attachment of the cover and base sec 

tions even when the base section is supported by its 
?ange in a dispensing receptacle, ?ange 15 is prefera 
bly stepped to provide an annular shoulder 23 having 
an undersurface spaced below the undersurface of lugs 
16 and having a size larger than that of opening 17. Slits 
22 are in turn spaced above the bottom edge of skirt 21 
a distance corresponding to the distance between the 
undersurfaces of lugs 16 and the undersurface of shoul 
der 23. Thus, the top wall of dispenser 18 may be used 
as a guide surface to support cover section 10b as that 
section is rotated into coupling engagement with base 
section 10a. 
From the above, it is believed apparent that ?atware. 

19 may be packaged in containers 10 under sanitary 
conditions at packaging facilities provided by the man 
ufacturer and that such ?atware need not be touched 
until such container has been fitted into place as illus 
trated in FIG. 1, its cover 10b removed, and the desired 
items of flatware are removed by the consumer or cus 
tomer. After all of the utensils have been removed, the 
bottom section is withdrawn from its receptacle open 
ing 17 by either utilizing the cover 10b as an extracting 
device or by simply gripping the ?anges 15 with the fin 
gers and removing the base section from the recepta 
cle. Should ?atware remain within the base section fol 
lowing completion of a meal service, cover 10b is again 
connected to the base and the assembly is then re 
moved for storage in the manner indicated in FIG. 1. 
To assist in identifying the type of ?atware in each con 
tainer, both initially and during subsequent storage, the 
top walls 14 of the cover sections may be provided with 
appropriate indicia 24 depicting or describing the ?at 
ware items contained therein. - 

Cover section 10b is preferably formed of the same 
material as base section 10a and, like 10a, is adapted 
to be discarded after the container has been emptied. 
Any suitable plastic material may be used such as, for 
example, high impact polystyrene or polypropylene. 
Because the containers are disposable and are not 
packed or re-packed at the food service facility, the 
contamination and cross‘ contamination that might 
occur in conventional operations, where dispensers are 
loaded by direct handling of the ?atware at the place 
of food service, are clearly avoided. 
While in the foregoing we have disclosed an embodi 

ment of the invention in considerable detail for pur 
poses of illustration, it will be understood by those 
skilled in the art that many of these details may be var 
ied without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 
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We claim: 
1. A ?atware container having an open-topped base 

section and a cover section, said base section having a 
?ange extending about its open top, said ?ange having 
a plurality of outwardly projecting lugs, said cover sec 
tion having an open lower end and having a ?ange ex 
tending thereabout, said base and cover sections being 
formed of plastic material and together defining a 
chamber having an axial length greater than the length 
of the ?atware adapted to be received therein, said 
base section having a length substantially less than the 
length of such ?atware, and means provided by said 
cover releasably engaging said lugs for selectively con 
necting and disconnecting said sections, said base and 
cover sections being generally cylindrical in con?gura 
tion, said ?ange of said cover section being generally 
rectangular in shape and having corner portions ex 
tending over said lugs, said means comprising a de 
pending perimetric skirt portion of said ?ange of said 
cover section having slits releasably receiving said lugs. 

2. The structure of claim 1 in which said slits extend 
horizontally and are disposed adjacent the corner por 
tions of the ?ange of said cover section. 

3. A ?atware container having a open-topped base 
section and a cover section, said base section having a 
?ange extending about its open top, said ?ange having 
a plurality of outwardly projecting lugs, said cover sec 
tion having an open lower end and having a ?ange ex 
tending thereabout, said base and cover sections being 
formed of plastic material and together defining av 
chamber having an axial length greater than the length 
of the ?atware adapted to be received therein, said 
base section having a length substantially less than the 
length of such ?atware, and means provided by said 
cover releasably engaging said lugs for selectively con 
necting and disconnecting said sections, said ?ange of 
said base section being provided with an annular shoul 
der having an undersurface spaced beneath said lugs, 
said means comprising a depending skirt portion of the 
?ange of said cover section, said skirt portion having 
horizontal openings releasably receiving said ?anges, 
said openings being spaced above the bottom of said 
skirt portion a distance corresponding to the distance 
between the undersurface of said shoulder and said 
lugs. 

4. A ?atware dispenser comprising a plastic con 
tainer having an open-topped base section and a cover 
section, said base sectionv having a ?ange extending 
aboutlits open top, said ?ange having a plurality of out 
wardly projecting lugs, said cover section having an 
open lower end and having a ?ange extending there 
about, a plurality of disposable ?atware items disposed 
within‘ said container, said base section having a length 
substantially less than the length of such ?atware items, 
and means provided by said cover section releasably 
engaging said lugs for selectively connecting and dis 
connecting said sections, said means comprising a skirt 
portion of ,said cover ?ange, said skirt portion extend 
ing downwardly about the ?ange of said base section 
and having a plurality of horizontal slits releasably re 
ceiving said lugs. 

5. A ?atware dispenser comprising a plastic con 
tainer having an open-topped base section and a cover 
section, said base section having a ?ange extending 
about its open top, said ?ange having a plurality of out 
wardly projecting lugs, said cover section having an 
open lower end and having a ?ange extending there 
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about, a plurality of disposable ?atware items disposed 
within said container, said base section having a length 
substantially less than the length of said ?atware items, 
and means provided by said cover section releasably 
engaging said lugs for selectively connecting and dis 
connecting said sections, said base and cover sections 
being generally cylindrical in con?guration, said ?ange 
of said cover‘ section being ‘generally rectangular in 
shape and having corner portions extending over said 
lugs, said means comprising a depending perimetric 
skirt portion of said ?ange of said cover section having 
slits releasably receiving said lugs. 

6. The structure of claim 5 in which said slits extend 
horizontally and are disposed adjacent the corner por 
tions of the ?ange of said cover section. 

7. A ?atware dispenser comprising a plastic con 
tainer having an open-topped base section and a cover 
section, said base section having a ?ange extending 

25 

35 

45 

55 

6 
about its open top, said ?ange having a plurality of out 
wardly projecting lugs, said cover section having an 
open lower end and having a ?ange extending there 
about, a plurality of disposable flatware items disposed 
within said container, said base section having a length 
substantially less than the length of such ?atware items, 
and means provided by said cover section releasably 
engaging said lugs for selectively connecting and dis 
connecting said section, said ?ange of said base section 
being provided with an annular shoulder having an un 
dersurface spaced beneath said lugs, said means com 
prising a depending skirt portion of the ?ange of said 
cover section, said skirt portion having horizontal 
openings releasably receiving said ?anges, said open 
ings being spaced above the bottom of said skirt por 
tion a distance corresponding to the distance between 
the undersurface of said shoulder and said lugs. 

» * * * * * 


