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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
The invention provides a hanger bar, for use with a gar 
ment hanger frame having an elongated base and end 
portions upstanding from said elongated base, which 
comprises: _ 

i, a hanger rod including two portions which are 
movable relatively longitudinally to permit variation of 
the length of the hanger rod, each such portion 
including at a free end thereof a channel to receive a 
respective one of said upstanding end portions of said 
hanger frame base, and ' 

ii. resilient means engaged with said two rod portions 
and acting thereon in the direction to tend .to lengthen 
the rod. 

3 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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HANGER ATTACHMENT ROD 
This invention relates to garment hangers, and in par 

ticular but not limitatively to the conventional substan 
tially triangular stiff wire garment hanger having a hook 
at its apex. I 

The object of the invention is to provide a garment 
hanger bar which may be used, in association with a 
hanger frame or with a support frame, for the hanging 
of garments such as articles of clothing and neckties. 
According to the present invention a hanger bar, for 

use with a garment hanger frame having an elongated 
base and end portions upstanding from said elongated 
base, comprises a hanger rod including two portions 
which are movable relatively longitudinally to permit 
variation of the length of the hanger rod, each such 
portion including at a free end thereof a channel to re 
ceive a respective one of said upstanding end portions 
of said hanger frame base, and resilient means engaged 
with said two rod portions and acting thereon in the di 
rection to tend to lengthen the rod. 

In a preferred embodiment, one said rod portion is a 
tubular sleeve which is slidable on the other said rod 
portion and includes an endpiece in which said channel 
is formed, said resilient means being a compression 
spring disposed within said sleeve and abutting at one 
end against said other rod portions and at its other end 
against said endpiece. 
For receiving a loop element, to bear against the gar 

ment or to act as a support for a garment, the free end 
of each hanger rod portion may be recessed in a plane 
at an angle to the plane of said channel therein, said re 
cessing being deeper than said channel. The loop ele 
ment is extensible, so as to accommodate variations in 
the length of the hanger rod. In a ?rst form, the loop 
element is a resilient extensible ligament, such as a rub 
ber band. In a second form, the loop element is a stiff 
wire loop comprising ?rst and second U-shaped por 
tions movable longitudinally one with respect to the 
other, each U-shaped portion being engaged in a re 
spective end recess of the rod. There may additionally 
be provided a plurality of spacers having a ?rst aper 
ture to receive the rod slidably therein, a pair of second I 
apertures receiving the legs of said U-shaped portions 
slidably therein, and an edge recess to receive said 
elongated base of the hanger frame. 
Where the upstanding end portions of the hanger 

frame are of suitable length, a plurality of the hanger 
bars may be disposed in vertically stacked formation 
and engaged at their ends with said upstanding end por 
tions. 

In order that the nature of the invention may be 
readily ascertained, some embodiments in accordance 
therewith are hereinafter particularly described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is an elevation of a conventional wire clothes 

hanger with-a first embodiment of hanger bar mounted 
thereon; 
FIG. 2 is an elevation of part of the hanger and bar 

of FIG. 1, to a larger scale, to show details of the end 
of the bar; 
FIG. 3 is an end elevation, corresponding to FIG. 2, 

to show the manner of hanging an article of clothing on 
the bar; 7 
FIG. 4 is an elevation of part of a modi?ed hanger 

with a plurality of hanger bars stacked thereon; 
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2 
FIG. 5 is an elevation of part of a conventional wire 

clothes hanger with a second embodiment of hanger 
bar mounted thereon; ~ 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the hanger bar of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is an end elevation corresponding to FIG. 5; 
FIG. 8 is an elevation of a spacer disc forming part 

of the embodiment of FIGS. 5 to 7; 
FIG. 9 is an elevation of a wall bracket on which a 

hanger bar is accordance with the secondembodiment 
is mounted. 
Referring to FIGS. 1 to 3, a conventional wire clothes 

hanger consists of an approximately triangular portion 
1, with substantially vertical end portions 2, 3 and a 
horizontal base 4, and a hook 5. - 
A hanger bar, for mounting on the hanger, comprises 

a rod 6 which is provided at one end with a vertically 
disposed channel 7 to receive the end portion 2. At its 
other end, the rod 6 engages into a tubular sleeve 8 
which is freely slidable thereon under the in?uence of 
a compression spring 9 abutting at one end against the 
adjacent end of the rod 6, and at the other end against 
a plug 10 inserted as a ?xture in the end of the sleeve 
8. Movement of the sleeve _8 along the rod 6 is limited 
in both directions by a screw 11 secured in the rod 6 
and forming a clearance fit within a slot 12 in the sleeve 
8. The outer end of the plug 10 has a vertically disposed 
channel 13 in which the end portion 3 of the hanger is 
engaged. , I 

It will be seen that the hanger bar can be engaged 
onto a hanger by inserting the rod 6 into the frame of 
the hanger such that the end portion 3 is received in the 
channel 13, whereafter the rod 6 is pushed to compress 
the spring 9 sufficiently to permit the other end of the 
_rod 6 to be brought within the frame to align the chan 
nel 7 with the other end portion 2, whereafter the force 
is removed and the spring 9 allowed to expand to push 
the rod 6 into engagement, by its channel 7, with the 
end portion 2. The hanger bar can be removed from the 
hanger frame by a reversal of the above~described 
steps. It will be appreciated also that the movement of 
the sleeve 8 under its spring-loading permits the en 
gagement of the hanger bar with hanger frames of dif 
ferent widths, i.e. havingend portions 2 and 3 of differ 
ent spacings, within limits. 
, As so far described, the hanger bar can be used in the 
following manner: the bar, separated from the hanger 
frame, is threaded through the garment to be hung, e.g. 
into the fold of a folded pair of trousers. The bar is then 
engaged into the hanger frame in accordance with the 
stepsdescribed above, whereupon the garment hangs 
down from the bar with both hanging portions of the 
gannent at the same side of the base 4 of the frame, and 
with one hanging portion trapped between the rod 6 
and the base 4 of the frame, as will be best seen in FIG. 
3. The weight of the hanger bar plus the garment 
thereon urges the bar towardsv the base 4, and thus 
serves to grip the portion of the garment engaged be 
tween the two. 
For securing a garment onto the bar prior to engage 

ment of the bar into the hanger frame, and for greater 
security of fastening of the garment to the bar when the 
latter is in the hanger frame, the rod 6 is also provided 
with a recess 14 which is deeper than the channel 7 and 
which extends in a plane at right angles to the plane of 
channel 7. Similarly, the plug 10 is provided with a 

‘ somewhat deeper recess 15 which extends in a plane at 
right angles to the channel 13. 
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A resilient extensible loop element 16, such as a rub 
ber band, is engaged into the two recesses 14 and .15 
and lies closely along the rod 6. In use, the loop ele 
ment 16 would be removed whilst the garment was 
being placed on the rod 6, and would engage in place 
so as to lie against the garment and retain it ?rmly in 
compression against the rod 6. The loop element 6 ac 
cordingly provides further frictional engagement of the 
garment with the rod 6, to prevent the garment slipping 
about the rod. 
Referring to FIG. 4, a plurality of the hanger bars of 

the kind described are all engaged with a vertically 
elongated end portion 17 of a modi?ed hanger frame 
manufactured for the purpose. 
Referring to FIGS. 5 to 8, there is shown a second 

embodiment of hanger bar. This comprises a rod 6 with 
a vertical end channel 7 and a horizontal end recess 14 
at one end, and the same arrangement of items refer 
enced 8 to 13 at the other end (not shown). In substitu 
tion for the rubber band looped element 16 of FIGS. 1 
to 4, there is used a stiff metal wire looped element 18 
which has end portions 19, 20 which seat respectively 
into the end recesses 14 and 15 of the rod. In order to 
permit endwise movement of the plug 10 of the rod 6, 
the wire loop 18 must also be extensible and, for this 
purpose, it is made in two U-shaped portions 180 and 
18b which have their legs engaged slidably into sleeves 
21. To preserve proper spacing of the looped element 
18 from the rod 6, and to prevent rotation, there are 
provided a plurality of spacers washers 22 each having 
a central hole 23 which is an easy sliding fit on the rod 
6. The washer also has lateral holes 24 which are an 
easy sliding ?t on the portions 18a, 18b of the wire 
loop. Further, the washer has a base edge recess 25 into 
which the base portion 4 of the hanger frame can en 
gage. With the spacing washers 22 at a suitable distance 
apart, the hanger bar can be used to receive a garment 
about it, and can then be engaged into a hanger frame 
in similar manner to that described above. Altema 
tively, or in addition, the portions 18a, 18b of the wire 
loop can be used as hangers for ties and other smaller 
articles of clothing, and the spacer washers 22 may if 
desired be used to act as partitions separating one por 
tion of the hanger from another. 
Referring now to FIG. 9_there is shown a bracket 

which includes a ?xture wire 26 for securing to an up 
right, such as a wall or a piece of furniture, as by means 
of screws for example. On the ?xture wire there is en 
gaged a hanger frame 27 which can pivot through 180° 
in the horizontal plane. The support frame includes a 
horizontal base wire 28 and a vertical end portion 29. 
A hanger bar 30, of the nature described above in de 
tail in relation to FIGS. 5 to 8, is engaged by its ends 
with the wire 26 and the end portion 29, and by its 
spacing washers 22 with the base wire 28. The opera 
tions of hanging clothes, and engaging and removing 
the hanger bar from the frame 27, are precisely as de 
scribed above. 
The device of the present invention can be used with 
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the conventional wire hanger for safe and multiple 
hanging of trousers, skirts and other items of apparel. 
It is relatively inexpensive to produce and therefore to 
purchase. It makes it possible to attach garments to a 
hanger more easily, and in many cases more wrinkle 
free, because the hanger bar can be inserted through a 
garment without having to thread the garment through 
the opening of the conventional hanger. A hanger may 
be manufactured with its end portions as long as de 
sired to accommodate a larger number of such hanger 
bars in a vertical stack. Each hanger bar of the stack 
can be removed by shortening it endwise, and the other 
bars then slip down into place. The hanger bars are of 
simple rod-like form and are readily packed for trans 
portation, or in luggage, and stored. The embodiment 
of FIGS. 6 to 8, and FIG. 9, may provide safe conve 
nient hanging facility for neckties, belts, scarves, ho 
siery etc. in a closet or during travel. 
At the present time, increasing use is being made by 

travellers of the plastic bag type of hanging travel case. 
These garment bags provide good protection for suits, 
trousers, etc., without the usual wrinklng found with 
hard-type suit cases. However, there is a problem that 
if the user hangs several suits or pairs of trousers he 
then has a handfull of hanger hooks to grasp, because 
that is all that projects above the garment bag. The 
hanger bar, used in combination with a modi?ed frame 
as shown in FIG. 4, would provide accommodation for, 
say, six or seven pairs of trousers, suits etc., with only 
a singlehanger to be held in the hand. 

I claim: 
1. In combination (i) a hanger bar comprising a 

hanger rod including portions which are movable longi 
tudinally to permit variation of the length of the hanger 
rod, said hanger rod including at each end thereof a 
channel to receive an upstanding end portion of a 
hanger frame base, said hanger rod further including at 
each end thereof a recess in a plane at an angle to the 
plane of said channel therein and said recess being 
deeper than said channel, and a resilient means en 
gaged with said rod portions and acting thereon in the 
direction to tend to lengthen said rod; and (ii) a stiff 
loop element comprising ?rst and second relatively 
movable U-shaped portions, each said U-shaped por 
tion being engaged in a respective end recess of said 
rod. 

2. The combination of claim 1 and spacer means en- ‘ 
gaged with said hanger rod and said loop element so as 
to retain said loop element spaced from said hanger 
rod. 

3. The combination of claim 2, wherein said spacer 
means comprises a plurality of spacer washers disposed 
in spaced relationship along said hanger rod, each said 
washer having a ?rst aperture receiving said hanger rod 
slidably therein, a pair of second apertures receiving 
legs of said U-shaped portions slidably therein, and an 
edge recess to receive said elongated base of said 
hanger frame. 

* * ll! * Ill 


