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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

A heavy duty wire-formed pallet is provided which is 
light in weight, but yet which is rugged in its construc 
tion. The pallet of the invention may be stacked with 
other like pallets to be stored in a minimum of space 
when not in use. The pallet is constructed to be capable 
of supporting heavy loads without sagging or damage. 
The structure incorporates a pair of side rails formed 
of metal strips, and which are supported at the ends of 
appropriate pedestals, to constitute a stable, wide-tread 
supporting base for the pallet when it is heavily loaded. 

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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WIRE-FORMED PALLET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Most prior art pallets are made of wood, and al 
though usually cheap and inexpensive, they may be eas 
ily broken. The prior art wooden pallets are dif?cult to 
clean, and they are relatively heavy. The wire formed 
pallet of the present invention, on the other hand, is 
light in weight. Moreover, the pallet to be described is 
of a sturdy construction, and it is not subject to break 
age. The pallet of the invention is capable of supporting 
heavy loads without sagging, and in a stable manner. 
The pallet is easy to clean, for example, by a detergent 
spray. 
The pallet of the invention is constructed of metal 

wire rods and metallic strips. The wire rods form the 
load bearing surface for the pallet, which is displaced 
up from the supporting ?oor by appropriate pedestals. 
As mentioned above, a pair of strips is affixed to the 
lower ends of the pedestals, and extend from one end 
of the pallet to the other to form a wide-tread stable 
load supporting frame for the pallet. 
The pedestals, as will be described, are affixed to the 

load bearing surface of the pallet by additional steel 
rods which extend across the pallet and form trusses 
with the other wire rods, so that the pallet is capable of 
supporting heavy loads without sagging. 
The resulting pallet frame and the trusses at the load 

bearing surface of the pallet, as mentioned, form a 
sturdy and strong support for the load. The pallet is 
constructed so that the force of a lift truck or pallet 
truck may extend freely into the sides or ends of the 
pallet. - 

The pallet of the invention is particularly useful in 
warehouses for ‘storing or handling goods. In that re 
spect, the particular pallet of the invention is con 
structed to handle relatively heavy loads without any 
tendancy for the structure to break or sag. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective representation of a wire 
formed pallet constructed in accordance with the in 
vention; 
FIG. 2 is a detail showing of one comer of the pallet 

of FIG. 1, and particularly illustrating the manner in 
which the pedestal at that comer is attached to the load 
bearing surface of the pallet; and ‘ 
FIG. 3 shows the manner in which two pallets, such 

as the pallet shown in FIG. 1, may be stacked on one 
another for storage in a minimum space, when the pal 
letsare not in use. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
' EMBODIMENT 

The pallet illustrated in the drawing includes a pe— 
ripheral metallic strip member 10 which is configured 
to circumscribe a predetermined rectangular area, and 
which de?nes side edges and end edges for the pallet. 
A ?rst plurality of U-shaped wire rods 12 extend 

from one end of the pallet to the other in spaced paral 
lel relationship, and these wire rods are welded, or oth 
erwise attached to the peripheral strip 10 at the end 
edges of the pallet. 
A second plurality of U-shaped wire rods 14 extend 

transversely across the rectangular area from one side 
of the pallet to the other, and these latter wire rods are 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

55 

60 

65 

2 
welded, or otherwise affixed to the strip 10 at the side 
edges of the pallet. 
The wire rods 12 are welded to the wire rods 14 at 

the cross-over points. As illustrated, the wire rods pref 
erably have a rectangular cross section, and have a 
height greater than the width thereof for maximum 
load support capabilities. 
A plurality of pedestals 18 are mounted at each side 

of the pallet, with a pedestal being positioned at each 
corner, and at the intermediate point of each side. Each 
of the pedestals 18 is formed, for example of a metal 
strip having a generally U-shaped con?guration, and 
each having sides converging downwardly toward the 
bit portion. The pedestals are welded, or otherwise at 
tached to additional transverse wire rods 20 which ex 
tend transversely across the pallet in spaced parallel re 
lationship with corresponding rods 14, but on the oppo 
site side of the rods 12 with respect thereto. The addi~ 
tional rods 20 are also welded, or otherwise affixed to 
the rods 12 at the cross-over points. The rods 20 form 
trusses with the corresponding rods 14 to increase the 
load bearing capabilities of the structure. 
A pair of relatively wide strips 30 is welded, or other 

wise affixed to the lower ends of the respective pedes 
tals 18, as shown. The strips 30 extend along the side 
of the pallet in spaced parallel relationship with the 
load bearing surface formed by the rods 12, 14 and 20. 
The strips 30 form stable support rails for the pallet. 
Apertures may be provided in the individual strips, as 
shown, as well as in the pedestals 18, to lighten the 
weight of the pallet. 
The pallet of FIG. 1 is designated generally as 50 in 

FIG. 3 and, as shown, it may be stacked on a similar 
pallet 50A, so that the pallet may be stored in a mini 
mum space, when not in use. 

The invention provides, therefore, an improved 
heavy duty wire formed pallet which is capable of sup 
porting heavy loads in a stable manner. While a partic 
ular embodiment has been shown and described, modi~ 
?cations may be made. It is intended to cover the modi 
fications in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A load-bearing wire-formed pallet comprising: a 

peripheral strip member con?gured to circumscribe a 
predetermined rectangular area and to de?ne end 
edges and side edges for the pallet; a ?rst plurality of 
U-shaped wire rods affixed to said peripheral strip 
member and extending in spaced parallel relationship 
across the rectangular area from one of the side edges 
to the other; a second plurality of U-shaped wire rods 
af?xed to said peripheral strip member and extending 
in spaced parallel relationship transversely across the 
rectangular area from one of the end edges to the other 
in transverse relationship with the rods of the ?rst plu 
rality; a plurality of pedestals for the pallet mounted at 
each side thereof, each of said pedestals being formed 
of a ?at metallic strip con?gured to a generally U 
shaped con?guration having downwardly converging‘ 
sides; a pair of ?at strips affixed to the pedestals and ex 
tending along each side of the pallet in spaced parallel 
relationship with the plane of said rectangular area to 
constitute support rails for the pallet; and a plurality of 
additional wire rods extending across the rectangular 
area from one of the side edges to the other in space 
and parallel relationship with certain of the wire rods 
of the second plurality on opposite sides of the wire 
rods of the ?rst plurality with respect thereto to form 
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trusses, said pedestals being affixed to respective ones 
of the additional rods. 

2. The load-bearing wire-formed pallet defined in 
claim 1 in which said wire rods of said ?rst and second 
pluralities have a rectangular section of the height of 
each of said rods being greater than the width. 

3. The load-bearing wire-formed pallet de?ned in 
claim 1 in which said wire rods of the second plurality 
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4 
are affixed to the wire rods of the ?rst plurality at the 

cross-over points thereof. 
4. The load-bearing wire-formed pallet defined in 

claim 1 in which said strip forming said support rails 
have openings therein of a particular con?guration and 
extending along the length thereof. 

* 1k I! * * 


