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[ 5 7 ] ABSTRACT 

An urn storage assembly for the interment of cremated 
remains is disclosed. The assembly includes a plurality 
of tubular storage members of generally rectangular 
cross-section, shaped to receive cremated remain stor 
age ums. The storage members are nested in abutting 

' side-by-side and top-to-bottom relationship to one an 
other. Each storage member has generally rounded 
axial corners whereby axially extending passageways 
are defined among the comers of abutting storage 
members. Securing means in the form of clips are pro 
vided for holding the storage members in ?xed relation 
ship with each other. The clips are sized and shaped to 
snugly grasp the corner portions of the ends of the ad ja 
cent nested support members. One form of clip is 
shaped to fit within the four corners of four adjacent 
support members while another form is shaped to ?t 
within two corners of two side-by-side or top-to-bottom 
abutting support members. Each pair of oppositely ar 
ranged clips are held together by a rod engaging the 
clips and extending through the passageway de?ned 
among the axial corners of adjacent storage members. 
Cover plates removably secured to the clips and deco 
rative edge strips for covering the exposed outer edges 
of the support members are also provided. 

8 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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URN STORAGE ASSEMBLY 
This invention relates to an urn storage assembly for 

the interment of cremated remains. _ v 

, Various structures exist for the storage of urns used 

for the interment of cremated remains. One such repos 
itory structure is a permanent side-by-side niche ar 
rangement formed in the walls of a building referred to _ 
as columbarium. The urns are placed in the niches and ’ 
removable covers are placed over the openings of the 
niches. Other repository structures have been proposed 
such as those disclosed in the patent to Diem U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,183,574 and the patent to Thompson U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,529,730. Both the Diem and Thompson struc 
tures are essentially frame assemblies which may be 
erected at the ?nal location site and suitably secured in 
place. In one of the structures disclosed by Thompson, 
a honeycomb arrangement provides the storage space 
for the urns. 

All of the known urn storage structures exempli?ed 
by those described above, are undesirable because they 
are expensive to construct especially in the case of the 
permanent structure, are unduly complex in their con 
struction as is the case with Diem, or lack of the versa 
tility of providing varying sizes of storage niches in their 
overall assemblies which is the case with all of the 
noted structures. The Diem structure requires an elab 
orate frame comprising various shaped horizontal bars 
and um support members vertically separated by 
spacer elements. The Diem frame is designed to ac 
commodate a specially constructed urn having a gener 
ally hexagonal cross-sectional shape and would require 
extensive design changes to accommodate different 
shaped u'rns, or to provide storage niches having differ 
ing vertical and/or horizontal dimensions. The Thomp 
son storage structure comprises an array of tubular 
members which in one embodiment is a plurality of 
separate tubes supported by a‘permanent frame and in 
another embodiment is a permanent honeycomb struc 
ture. Both Thompson structures would require major 
changes to provide niches of varying shapes. 
The present invention overcomes the drawbacks 

noted above with respect to the known urn storage by 
providing a structure which is si'mply‘and inexpensively 
constructed while allowing for varying size storage 
niches without requiring major design changes in the 
overall structure. More particularly those advantages 
result from the urn storage assembly of the present in 
vention which preferably comprises: a plurality of tubu 
lar storage members having internal configurations 
shaped to receive cremated remain interment urns and 
further having generally ?at side surfaces, and arranged 
in abutting side-by-side and top-to-bottom relationship 
to one another; and securing means in the form of clips 
sized and shaped to snugly engage the comer portions 
of adjacent storage members for holding the storage 
members in ?xed relationship to each other. Thus, the 
structure of this invention permits the stacking of ?at 
sided tubular storage members without the need of 
elaborate support framework, with the sizes of the stor 
age members being selected to accommodate the de 
sire for varying sized storage niches. The storage mem 
bers are held together by securing means which snugly 
engage the end corner portions of adjacent storage 
members. In the preferred form of this invention, the 
storage members are generally rectangular in cross 
section and have rounded axial corners whereby axially 
extending passageways are de?ned among the comers 
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2 
of abutting storage members. The securing clips engage 
opposite end corner portions of the storage members 
with rods being provided to extend through the axial 
‘passageways to couple the clips together. Also, in the 
preferred embodiment, each corner of each edge of the 
storage members are provided with an axially extend 
ing indentation, and the securing clips are sized to be 
received in the indentations among the adjacent stor 
age members. such that generally continuous surfaces 
are de?ned among the edges of the storage members 
and the outer ends of the securing means. Edging strips 
are provided to cover the exposed outer edges of the 
storage members, and covers ?t between the edging 
strips to close the openings of the storage members. 
The covers are held in position by corner pieces remov 
vably attached to the outer securing clips. Corner'clips 
are provided at the four remote corners of the assembly 
for holding the corner pieces at those positions. Also, 
securing clips are provided at the corner portions of 
two side-by-side or two top-to-bottom abutting storage 
members. 
Other details and advantages of this invention will be_ 

come apparent as the following description of a present 
preferred embodiment’ thereof proceeds. 

In theaccompanying drawings we have shown a pres 
ent preferred embodiment of this invention in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an urn storage assem 

bly embodying the present invention, showing two dif 
ferent sized niches and a cover plate removed from one 
storage member; 
FIGS. 2-4 are exploded perspective views of clip as 

semblies forming part of the present invention; 
FIGS. 5-7 are end views of the clip members illus 

trated in FIGS. 2-4, respectively; 
FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of part of an 

edging strip shown in position to cover the outer edges 
of two abutting storage niembers; and 
FIG. 9 is an exploded partial perspective view of a 

cover plate for covering an open end of a storage mem 
ber. 
Referring now to the drawings, 10 generally refers to 

the cremain urn storage assembly embodying the pres 
ent invention. Thefstorage assembly 10 includes a plu 
rality of tubular, open-ended, generally rectangular 
cross-sectioned storage members 12 arranged in abut 
ting side-byy-side and top-to-bottom relationship to one 
another. The storage members 12 shown in FIG. I are 
mostly generally square in cross-section with the stor 
age member in the center of the assembly having a rect 
angular 'cross-section, that is, the top and bottom 
lengths are longer than the sides. When using the ex; 
pression “rectangular” in referring to the cross-section 

' of the storage members 12, it is to be understood that 
both square and rectangular (i.e. base greater than the - 
height) shapes are to be included within that expres 
sion. The cross-sectional shape of the storage members 
12 are formed to receive similarly shaped urns 13 con 
taining cremains. The depth of the smaller storage 
members 12 may be sized to receive one or more tan 
demly arranged urns while the larger of the storage 
members may be sized to receive. both tandemly and 
side-by-side arranged urns. 
Each storage member 12 is provided with generally 

rounded axial comers l4 shaped such that when the 
storage members 12 are stacked, axial passageways 16 
are de?ned among three or four side-by-side and top 
to-bottom abutting storage members, as shown in 
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FIGS. 1 and 4. In the case of two side-by-side or two 
top-to-bottom abutting storage members 12, the 
rounded corners 14 thereof de?ne axially extending 
creases as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. The end corner por 
tions of each storage member 12 are also provided with 
axially extending cut-outs or indentations 18 for receiv 
ing clip members to be described hereinafter. 
The storage members 12 are held together by secur 

ing means generally designated by the numeral 20. The 
securing means 20 shown in FIGS. 1, 4, and 7 is used 
for securing an array of four storage members 12 
stacked side-by-side and top-to-bottom relationship. 
Securing means 20 of FIGS. 1, 4, and 7 includes a pair 
of identical clips 22 shaped to grasp the opposite four 
corners of the four stacked storage members 12. The 
clips 22 are coupled by a rod 24 extending through pas 
sageway 16. Each clip 22 has a generally cylindrically 
shaped main body 26 shaped and sized to ?t snugly 
within passageway 16. Main body 26 has an axial bore 
extending therethrough, which bore comprises an inner 
bore 27 and an outer bore 28 of larger diameter than 
the inner bore whereby a shoulder is de?ned between 
the inner and outer bore. A ?ange 30 is formed on the 
outer end of main body 26, with four axially inwardly 
extending tabs 32, having their centerlines spaced 90 
degrees apart, being formed on the radially outer edge 
of the ?ange. The outer surfaces of the tabs 32 are ?at 
so that a generally octagonal outline is formed among 
the tabs 32 and the radial outer surface of the ?ange 
30. The inner surfaces of the tabs 32 are contoured 
with a generally rounded or cylindrical shape to con 
form generally with the rounded inner surfaces of the 
axial corners 14 of the storage members 12. The, 
lengths and spacings of the tabs 32 and main body 26 
are such that when the clips 22 are positioned with re 
spect to four arrayed storage members 12, the main 
body 26 will be snugly received in passageway 16 and 
the inner contoured surfaces of the tabs 32 will engage 
the inner surfaces of the outer portions of the four axial 
corners 14 of the storage members, while the spacers 
between the tabs 32 will ?t over the abutting outer 
edges of the storage members. In addition, entire clip 
22 will be received within the indentation 18 at the 
outer corners of the storage members 12 such that the 
outer surface of flange 30 and the abutting outer edges 
of the storage members form a generally continuous 
surface with each other. In other words, the outer sur 
face of ?ange 30 is ?ush with the outer edges of the 
storage members 12. 
A bushing 36 iS snugly received within outer bore 28 

of main body 26 of clip 22, the bushing abutting the 
shoulder between the outer and inner bores 27 and 28 
and being ?ush with the outer surface of ?ange 30. The 
bore of'bushing 36 is threaded and sized to receive the 
threads of rod 24. Thus, front and rear clips 22 are cou 
pled by screwing one end of rod 24 into bushing 36 and 
then securing the other end of the rod bya nut 37. It 
should be noted at this juncture, that only the front clip 
22 contains a bushing 36 with the rod 24 extending 
through the rear clip 22 to be secured by the nut 37. 
Also, it is noted that bushing 36 also serves to receive 
a screw 38 for securing a corner plate 40 in place. The 
function of the corner plate 40 will be more fully de 
scribed hereinafter. 
The securing means 20 for holding together two side 

by-side or top-to-bottom storage members 12 is shown 
in FIGS. 1, 3, and 6, with that securing means 20 in 
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4 
cluding a pair of identical clips 44 coupled with a rod 
24. Each clip 44 includes a main body 46 having 
stepped inner and outer bores 47 and 48, respectively, 
de?ning between them a shoulder. A pair of spaced, ax 
ially extending tabs 50 are formed on the outer surface 
of the main body 46. The inner surface 49 of the main 
body 46 has a contoured, generally rounded shape ter 
minating in a centrally disposed cusp 52 shown clearly 
in FIG. 6. The tabs 50 are spaced from the inner sur 
face of main body 46 with the inner surfaces of the tabs 
being contoured in a complementary shape to that of 
the inner surface of the main body. The tabs 50 and 
inner surface 49 of main body 46 are sized and shaped 
such that when the clips 44 are mated to the outer cor 
ners of two adjacent storage memers 12, the cusp 52 
will be received within the crease between the axial 
corners l4 and the inner surface 49 of main body 46 
will abut the outer surfaces of rounded axial corners 
while the inner surfaces of tabs 50 will abut the inner 
surfaces of of the axial corners. Also, tabs 50 by virtue 
of the space therebetween will snugly ?t over the abut 
ting outer edges of the storage members 12. In addi 
tion, the main body 46 and tabs 50 will be received 
within indentations 18 such that the outer surface of 
the main body 46 will be flush with the outer edges of 
the storage members 12. 

Similarly to the clip 22, a bushing 36 is received 
within outer bore 48 of clip 44 and is threaded to re 
ceive the threads of rod 24 and screw 38 for attaching 
corner plate 40. The clips 44 are coupled in the same 
manner as clips 22, that is by rod 24 extending along 
the crease between the two adjacent storage members 
12, one end of the rod 24 extending into the bushing 36 
in clip 44 while the other end of the rod extends 
through the rear clip 44 where it is held to that clip by 
nut 37. The rear clip 44 does not have a bushing 36. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 9, a cover 60 is provided for 

closing the front end of the storage members 12. The 
cover 60 may be suitably decoratively designed and ei 
ther completely opaque or transparent, as being glass 
for example. Edging strips 62 are also provided for cov 
ering the exposed outer edges of the support members 
12. The edging strips 62 include inner parallel webs 63 
spaced to snugly ?t over the abutting outer edges of ad 
jacent storage members 12. The outer surface of the 
edging strips 62 is formed of a decorative slotted center 
portion 64 having upper and lower ridges upon which 
the cover 60 will rest, thus forming a generally continu 
ous surface between the covers 60 and the center por 
tion 64 of the edging strips 62. Grooves 65 are provided 
above and below the center portion 64 of each edging 
strip 62, which grooves would receive a soft strip such 
as a vinyl strip for cushioning glass covers. 
The covers 60 are held in place by corner plates 40 

attached to the outer surfaces of clips 22 and/or clips 
44 by means of screws 38. The four remote corner 
plates 40, that is, the plates located at the four remote 
corners of the assembly 10, are secured to the outer 
clip 66 of comer clip assembly 67 shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 
and 5. Each clip 66 has a main body portion 68 with 
stepped inner and outer bores 69 and 70, respectively, 
being formed therein, which bores define a shoulder 
therebetween. A bushing 36 is received in outer bore 
70. The bushing 36, has athreaded bore for receiving 
the rod 24 for coupling together the front and rear clips 
66. Main body 68 has a generally rectangular cross 
section, except for one corner 71 with an indented, 
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generally rounded con?guration. A tab 72 extends axi 
ally from the front face of the main body 68 and is 
spaced from the indented corner 71, with tab 72 having 
an inner surface shaped complementarily to the surface 
of the indented corner. The main body 68 and tab 72 
are sized such that the surface of the indented corner 
71 will fit onto the outer rounded surface of axial cor 
ner 14 of support member 12 while the inner surface 
of tab 72 will fit onto the inner surface of the axial cor 
ner. In addition the clip 66 will ?t into indentation 18 
of the outer corner of the support member 12 such that 
the outer surface of the main body 68 of the clip and 
the outer edges of the support members 12 will be 
?ush. As with the clips 22 and 44, clips 66 are coupled 
with rod 24 which is secured in place by nut 37. ' 
The urn storage assembly 10 may be formed by plac 

ing same or different shaped support members 12 in 
any desired abutting relationship and then securing the 
support members with securing means 20. The storage 
assembly 10 may then be placed against the permanent 
wall of a building structure, or placed back-to-back 
with another storage assembly. Should the latter be de 
sired, a back plate 80 may be used to close the rear end 
of the storage assembly, and in such case the back plate 
80 would be provided with openings through which the 
ends of the rods 24 could extend and the nuts 37 
threaded onto the exposed rod ends. By using a back 
plate 80, the rear clips 22, 44, or 66 ‘could, if desired, 
be eliminated. Also, the entire storage assembly 10 may 
be placed in an enclosure formed by back plate 80 and 
side and top plates 82 suitably secured to the end plate 
80. ' 

It should now be clearly apparent how the support 
assembly 10 of this invention provides the advantages 
of simplicity and versatility indicated earlier in this de 
scription. It should also be apparent that various 
changes are possible to the elements forming the pres 
ent invention without departing from its essence. FOr 
example, hexagonal cross-section shaped support 
members 12 could be used with the securing clips 
changed in shape to hold the nested members together 
in the same way the rectangular cross-sectioned sup 
port members 12 are held. 
While we have shown and described a present pre 

ferred embodiment of this invention, it is to be dis 
tinctly understood that the invention‘ is not limited 
thereto but may be otherwise variously embodied. 
within the socpe of the following claims. 
We claim: - 

1. An urn storage assembly for the interment of cre 
mated remains, comprising: 
a plurality of tubular storage members having inter 

nal configurations shaped to receive cremated re 
mains interment urns and further having generally 
flat side surfaces, and arranged in abutting side-by 
side and top-to-bottom relationship to one another; 

each of said storage members having generally 
rounded axial corners whereby axially extending 
passageways are de?ned among the corners of 
abutting storage members and each corner of each 
edge of said storage members having an axially ex 
tending indentation; and 

securing means having a first portion thereof extend 
ing through said passageway for holding adjacent 
storage member together in fixed relationship to 
each other and a second portion thereof received 
in the indentations among the adjacent storage 
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6 
members such that generally continuous surfaces 
are de?ned among the edges of said storage mem 
bers and the outer ends of said securing means. 

2. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 1 
wherein each of said storage members has a generally 
rectangular. cross-section. 
' 3. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 1 
wherein each of said securing means includes a pair of 
clip members shaped to be received in the opposite in 
dentations among the adjacent storage members, an 
elongated rod extending through said passageway de 
?ned among the adjacent storage member and coupling 
said clip members and means for locking said rod to 
each of said clip members. 

4. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 2 
wherein said securing means include a ?rst pair of clip 
members each of which has a main body sized and 
shaped to ?t within a said passageway, and four axially 
extending contoured tabs radially spaced from and lon 
gitudinally extending wiJh respect to said main body 
with said tabs having their respective centerlines 
spaced 90 degrees apart and being sized and shaped to 
snugly engage the four end corner sections of four adja 
cent side-by-side and top-to-bottom abutting storage 
members; said securing means further including a sec 
ond pair of clip members each of which has a con 
toured main body section sized to snugly engage the ax 
ially extending crease formed between two side-by-side 
or two top-to-bottom abutting storage members, and a 
pair of tab members radially spaced from and longitudi 
nally extending with respect to said main body section, 
with said tab members having their respective center 
lines spaced 90 degrees apart and being sized and 
shaped to snugly engage the two end corner sections of 
two side-by-side or top-to-bottom abutting storage 
members; said securing means further including elon 
gated rods extending through said passageway and 
along said crease and coupling said ?rst and second clip 
members, respectively, and means for locking said rods 
to each of said clip members. 

5. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 1 in 
cluding cover means for covering one end of each of 
said storage members, and attaching means for remov 
ably attaching said cover means to the outer end por 
tions of said securing means. 

6. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 5 in 
cluding strip means removably mounted to the outer 
edges of adjacent storage members for covering said 
edges, and sized and shaped to abut said cover means 
to form generally continuous surfaces therewith. 

7. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 6 in 
cluding corner securing means comprising a pair of 
corner clips shaped to snugly engage the opposite cor 
ner portions of the comer storage members forming 
part of the overall assembly, a rod member extending 
between and coupling said corner clips, and means for 
locking said rod member to each of said corner clips; 
and wherein each of said cover means includes a main 
plate sized to cover the end of a storage member, and 
four corner plates abutting each comer of said cover; 
and whereby said attaching means extend through said 
corner plates for removably attaching said corner 
plates to said securing means. 

8. The urn storage assembly as set forth in claim 1 in 
cluding a closure plate for closing all of the one end of 
said storage members, said closure plate abutting all of 
the one ends; and wherein said securing means engage 
said closure plate for removably holding said closure 
plate to said storage members. 

* * a: * * 


