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[57] ABSTRACT 
A children's playseat comprises two inverted U-shaped 
members whose legs are pivoted together to form a pair 
of spaced-apart scissor frames. A rigid bearing plate is 
mounted between the legs at each pivot point. Each 
plate has one or more tongues at its periphery which 
extend transversely to the plane of the plate and engage 
a leg of the scissor frame to prevent the plate from turn 
ing relative to that leg. The plate also has one or more 
other tongues at its periphery which extend‘ in the op 
posite direction from the ?rst tongue and which engage 
‘the other leg of the frame when the scissor frame is 
opened to its operative position to limit the further 
opening of the scissor frame. A cup-like housing en 
gages over the plate and leg portions at the site of each 
pivot point to shield the occupant‘s ?ngers from pinch 
points at that location. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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PLAYSEAT WITH FINGER GUARD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

‘ This invention relates to a child's playseat. It relates 
more particularly to a child’s walker, bouncer, or 
rocker of the foldable variety. 
The type of playseat with which we are concerned 

here is comprised'of a pair of inverted, U-shaped mem 
bers whose legs are pivoted together near their mid 
points to form a pair of scissor frames. The legs of the 
members extenddown to the ?oor and may carry cast 
ers. The web portions of these members support be‘ 
tween them _a fabric or bag seat in which a child may 
sit-with his legs extending through leg openings in the 
seat so that his feet can engage the ground. Thus, by 
manipulating his feet, the child can bounce in the seat 
or push the seat along the ?oor. 

In early versions of this type of playseat, the sides of 
the fabric body stretched between the U-shaped frame 
members limited the extent to which the scissor frames 
could open in use. However, the fabric tended to tear 
eventually under the weight of the child, particularly an 
active one, so that in later versions vof these'playseats, 
stop members were incorporated into the pivot points 
of the frames in order to positively limit the extent to 
which the legs could open relative to one another. 
These stop members did indeed prevent the playseat 
from collapsing and allowed the frames to be folded to 
gether to facilitate storing the seat. 

Unfortunatly, however, these conventional stop 
members are exposed and give risev~ to pinch-points 
which are sites of injury to the occupant of the playseat. 
In other words, when the child moves around in the 
seat, the scissor frames open andclose to some extent ' 

with‘ the result that the child’s ?ngers tend to become 
pinched between thestop members and the legs of the 
chair. Indeed, this problem has resulted in harm to chil 
dren's ?ngers in the past. ‘_ . 
_ Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to providea child’s playseat which has a‘ minimal num 
ber of pinch-points which could cause injury. 
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Another object of the invention is to provide a child’s. ' 
playseat having sturdy, shielded stop assemblies for 
maintaining the seat inits open position. . 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 

child’s playseatvand stop members therefor which are 
relativelyeasy and inexpensive to make. 
A further object of ‘,the invention is to provide 

shielded stop assemblies for a playseat which improve 
the overall appearance of the playseat. 
Other objects will‘ in, part be obvious and will in part 

appear hereinafter. v 

The invention accordingly comprises the features of 
construction, combination of elements and arragne~ 
ment of parts which will be exempli?ed in the following 
detailed description, and the scope of the invention will 
be indicated in the claims. 
Generally, the playseat has the usual inverted U 

shaped members whose 'legs are pivoted at thier mid 
points to form a pair of spaced-apart scissor frames 
which can be folded together or opened to provide four 
points of engagement with the ground. The usual bag 
seat having leg openings are suspended from the webs 
of these members to support a child so that his feet can 
engage the ground. 
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Our improved shielded stop assembly is located at . 
each of the two pivot points of the scissor frames. Each 

2 
stop assembly includes a rigid bearing plate at the pi 
vot-point positioned between the two legs of that 
frame. The plate has one or more tabs at its edge which 
project transversely to the plane of the plate so that 
they engage the sides of one of the legs of that frame 
so as to prevent the plate from rotating relative to that 
leg. Additional tabs are situated at the plate ’s periphery 
which project in the opposite direction relative to the 
plane of the plate and engage the other leg of that 
frame. The engagement of these tabs is such that the 
scissor frame can be opened only to an extent that the 
legs are generally perpendicular to one another. On the 
other hand, they do not interfere at all with the closing 
of the scissor frame to a closed position wherein the 
legs are more or less parallel so that the seat can be 
stored as a compact package. 
A rigid, cup-like housing is engaged over the plate 

and the portion of the legs in the region of the pivot to 
enclose the plate and outboard tabs so that the housing 
shields the child’s ?ngers from these elements and thus 
minimizes the number of pinch~points that are capable 
of injuring the child's ?ngers. ' 
The ‘stop assemblies are relatively inexpensive to 

make since they involve simple stamped parts. More 
over, they are quickly installed on the playseat. Conse 
quently, the overall cost of the product is not materially 
increased. ' 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ‘THE DRAWING 

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects 
of the invention, reference should be had to the follow 
ing detailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a child’s playseat in 

corporating the improved shielded stop assemblies of 
this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary exploded perspective view on 

a larger scale showing the stop assembly in greater de 
tail; and ' 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view on the-same scale and with 
parts broken away showing the stop. assembly fully as 
sembled. . . ' ' 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Turning now to FIG. 1 of the drawing,v the playseat 
comprises a pair of generally U-shaped members 10 
and 12 whose corresponding legs l0a,-l0a and 120,121: 
are pivoted together at 14,14 to form two scissor 
frames. Preferably, the legs 10a and 12a diverge below 
the pivot points so .that the playseat has a relatively 
wide base at the point where it engages the ground. De 
sirably, also, casters 16 are suitably mounted at the 
lower ends of legs 10a and 120 so that the playseat can 
be rolled along the ?oor. 
A conventional bag seat 18 is suspended from the 

webs of members 10 and 12 for containing a child. The 
seat is made of ?exible fabric or plastic and has the 
usual leg opening 20 through which the child’s legs pro 
trude so that his feet can engage the ?oor below the 
playseat. ' 

A shielded stop assembly shown generally at 22 is in 
cluded at each pivot point 14 to ?x the extent to which 
the members 10 and 12 can open relative to one an 
other when the playseat is in its operative position 
shown in FIG. 1. These positive limit stops prevent the 
seat from collapsing despite very violent rocking and 
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bouncing movements of a child occupying the seat. On 
the other hand, they permit members 10 and 12 to be 
swung together so that the playseat can be stored in a 
minimum amount of space. 
Turning now to FIGS. 2 and 3, each stop assembly 22 

includes a generally circular, rigid plate 24 which is 
placed between the legs 10a and 12a at a pivot point 
14. This plate has a pair of relatively small diametri 
cally opposed tabs 26a and 26b projecting transversely 
from its periphery. These tabs 26a and 26b extend in 
board of the playseat so as to overlie opposite sides of 
leg 10a above and below pivot point 14, respectively. 
A third tab 32 is formed integral with the edge of plate 
24. This tab is larger than tabs 26a and 26b and it proj 
ects outboard of the playseat so that it overlies leg 12a. 
Tab 32 is positioned on plate 24 so that when tabs 26a 
and 26b engage leg 100 as aforesaid and the legs 10a 
and 12a are perpendicular, it engages the side of leg 
10a below pivot point 14. 
A generally cylindrical, rigid, cup-like housing 34 is 

arranged to engage over plate 24. Housing 34 has a 
generally circular end wall 36 and an integral cylindri 
cal side wall 38. Also, a pair of diametrically opposed 
slots 42 are formed in side wall 38 to receive leg 12a 
when the housing is in place (see FIG. 3). 
The assembly 22 is held together by a screw 44 which 

passes through a central opening 46 in housing end wall 
36, a similar opening 48 in plate 24 and registering 
openings 52 and 54 in legs 12a and 10a, respectively. 
A washer 56 and nut 58 are engaged over the endof 
screw 44 with the latter being turned down on the 
screw so that it not only holds the stop assembly 22 to 
gether, but also functions as the scissor frame’s pivot 
point 14. A cup-like nut 62 is then turned down on the 
exposed end of screw 44 to conceal the screw end and 
to serve as a lock nut to prevent the assembly from 

loosening. ' w _ 

As best seen in FIG. 3, when the playseat is in its 
open position shown in FIG. 1, the tab 32 engages the 
side wall of leg 12a below screw 44, thereby preventing 
plate 24 from turning clockwise relative to that leg. At 
the same time, tabs 26a and 26b engage opposite sides 
of leg 10a above and below the screw 44, respectively, 
so that leg 10a is prevented from turning further in the 
counterclockwise direction relative to the plate. The 
cooperative engagements between the tabs and legs 
prevents the corresponding pair of legs 10a and 12a 
from spreading further apart than the amount shown in 
FIG. 1. Yet these engagements do not inhibit the legs 
10a and 12a from being swung together to allow the 
playseat to be folded for purposes of storage. 
With the present playseat construction, there is little 

likelihood ofa child sitting in the seat 18 having his ?n 
gers pinched or squeezed at the nips between the tabs 
and legs. This is because each housing 34 shields the 
child's ?ngers from these nips. More particularly, the 
side wall 38 of the housing completely encloses tab 32 
and the plate 24 proper and the portion of leg 12a 
engaged by the tab 32. Thus, there is no possibility of 
these elements causing injury to the child’s ?ngers. 
Moreover, the housing side wall 38 also partially 
shields the child’s fingers from the smaller tabs 26a and 
26b which, incidentally project inboard underneath 
seat 18 and away from the child’s ?ngers. Therefore, 
there is minimum likelihood of these elements causing 
injury to the baby’s ?ngers. It should be noted at this 
point that the housing 34 is relatively large in diameter 
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4 
so that it is fairly difficult for a child in seat 18 to ma 
nipulate his hand so that his ?ngers extend behind the 
plate 24. 
Thus, the subject stop assembly not only determines 

the operative position of the playseat, it also protects 
the occupant against ?nger injuries which occurred 
fairly frequently when children played in prior conven 
tional playseats of the folding variety. 
The present concept can be extended even further by 

installing a housing similar to housing 34 over the leg 
10a opposite housing 34 prior to tightening down nuts 
58 and 62. This construction would completely enclose 
even tabs 26a and 26b, leaving only a small, circular 
crack between the opposing edges of the two housing 
side walls 38. This would make it virtually impossible 
for a child to place his ?ngers where they could be 
squeezed or pinched by the elements of the stop assem 
bly. We have found, however, that, in practice, suff 
cient portection is afforded by employment of the sin 
gle housing 34. 

Finally, this added protection is obtained without ap 
preciable cost because the plate 24 and housing 34 are 
simple stamped parts which are easy to manufacture 
and install. Also, the protective housing 34 materially 
improves the appearance of the playseat. 

I It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above, 
among those made apparent from the preceding de 
scription, are efficiently attained and, since certain 
changes may be made in the above construction with 
out departing from the scope of the invention, it is in 
tended that all matter contained in the above descrip 
tion or shown in the accompanying drawing shall be in 
terpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

It is also to be understood that the following claims 
are intended to cover all of the generic and speci?c fea 
tures of the invention herein described. 
We claim: 
1. A child’s playseat of the type having a pair of gen 

erally U-shaped frame members, pivotal connections 
between the corresponding legs of the frame members 
and a ?exible seat supported by the frame members, 
the improvement comprising a stop member situated at 
each pivotal connection between the corresponding 
legs of said members, said stop member having integral 
portions thereof overlying the legs and engaging the 
legs when they are open to a selected angle relative to 
one another which is appropriate for supporting the 
seat above the ground, and a rigid housing engaging 
over the outermost leg and the stop member at the site 
of each pivotal connection so as to shield the ?ngers of 
the playseat’s occupant from pinch-points in the region‘ 
of that connection. 

2. The playseat de?ned in claim 1 wherein the stop 
member has a ?rst integral tab overlying one of the legs 
and at least one integral tab overlying the other leg. 

3. The playseat de?ned in claim 1 wherein the hous-. 
ing is generally cylindrical and has slotted side walls for 
accommodating one of the legs. 

4. The playseat de?ned in claim 1 wherein the pivotal 
connection includes a threaded screw which passes 
through the housing, the stop member and the legs and 
a nut which is turned down on the screw.’ 

5. A child’s playseat of the type having a pair of gen 
erally U-shaped frame 'mebers, pivotal connections be 
tween the corresponding legs of the frame members 
and a flexible'seat supported bythe frame members, 
the improvement comprising a plate secured between 
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the legs at each pivotal connection, a first tab integral one another to prevent further opening of the legs, a 
with each plate and extending out in one direction from rigid cap_like housing engaging over the outer kg and 
the plate, a second tab integral with the plate and ex- . . the plate at each pivotal connection and means for se 
tending out in the opposite direction from the plate, _ _ _ _ _ 
said tabs engaging the adjacent legs when the legs are 5 curmg the housing "1 Place at Sald connecuon 
opened so that they are substantially perpendicular to * * * * * 
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