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[57] ABSTRACT 

‘ A cleaning mop for cleaning bathtubs and the like in 
cluding a handle, a ?exible'cleansing pad, and means 
for releasably mounting the cleansing pad at one end of 
the handle to pivot about its diametrical axis with suffi 
cient frictional engagement to hold the cleansing pad 
at any selected angle with respect to the handle when 
not acted upon by external forces. 

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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CLEANING MOP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Bathroom ?xtures, such as bathtubs and the like, are 
relatively difficult to clean because of the wide variety 
of surface shapes associated therewith, and the stoop 
ing, reaching and bending required. It is therefore de 
sirable to provide a device with which all of the various 
surfaces of a bathtub can be reached and effectively 
cleaned without bending, stooping or reaching. This in 
vention is such a device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The cleaning mop of this invention generally includes 
a stick handle sufficiently long so that the user can 
reach all surfaces of the bathtub from a single standing 
position. A ?exible disc-shaped cleansing pad is 
mounted at one end of the handle for pivotal move 
ment with respect to the handle about its diametrical 
axis as the cleansing surface of the pad is moved over 
the surfaces being cleaned. The mounting means gener 
ally includes spring biased jaw means having one end 
?rmly locked to the bottom of the handle and the other 
end made to frictionally engage the back of the cleans 
ing pad for pivotal mounting thereof. 
The cleansing pad is ?exible with a concave cleansing 

surface to facilitate cleaning and to help hold the 
cleansing surface against the surface being cleansed. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the cleaning mop of this 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the lower end of 

the invention of Figure 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged view in section taken'along the 

line 3-3 of Figure 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a view in section taken along the line 4--4 

of FIG. 3. " 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
, EMBODIMENT 

The cleaning mop 20 of this invention is particularly 
designed for cleaning bathtubs and similar ?xtures hav 
ing av variety of angled surfaces and rounded corners 
usually requiring bending and stooping to clean, and 
includes a straight stick-type handle 21 of suitable ma 
terial and of a length somewhat longer than the com 
monly~known broom handle for reaching all surfaces of 
the tub from one position, a quick release pad holder 
22, and a cleansing pad 23. 
The lower end of the handle 21 includes a horizontal 

diametrical aperture 25 spaced at short distance from its 
lower end. A pair of parallel grooves 27 and 28 extend 
from opposite ends‘ of the aperture 25 down the side 
and to the lower end of the handle 21. The aperture 25 
and grooves 27 and 28 receive the upper end of the pad 
holder 22. v 

The pad mount 22 includes generally S-shaped arms 
30 and 31 of heavy gauge wire. The arms being oppo 
sitely formed to cross at a point 32 forming an upper 
loop 33 and a lower loop 34. At the top of the upper 
loop 33, the arms 30 and 31 have straight parallel sec 
tions 37 and 38 which mount in the grooves 27 and 28, 
respectively. The upper ends of the straight sections 37 
and 38 are bent toward each other to ?t in the aperture 
25. The grooves 27 and 28 are sufficiently deep so that 
the outer surfaces of the sections 37 and 38 do not ex 
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2 
tend beyond the outer surface of the handle 21. A 
sleeve 40 of metal or other suitable material of an in 
side diameter just large enough to slide over the handle 
21 surrounds the lower end of the handle and the sec 
tions 37 and 38 to ?rmly lock the pad holder to the 
handle. The sleeve 40 includes notches 41 or other suit 
able means for holding the sleeve in place at the lower 
end of the handle. _ 

The lower ends 45 and 46 of the arms 30 and 31, re 
spectively, are bent toward each other in spaced apart 
relation to form spring biased opposing jaws 45 and 46 
for holding the pad 23. The jaws 45 and 46 are not axi 
ally aligned but angled slightly downward for purposes 
to'be described. 
The pad 23 includes a disc 50 of rubber or other suit 

able flexible elastomer-type material having a concave 
face 51. The back of the disc 50 has an upwardly ex 
tending portion 52 of smaller diameter. Located ap 
proximately at the base and on diametrically opposite 
sides of the portion 52 are bores 55 and 56 extending 
part way into the disc 50 for receiving the jaws 45 and 
46. The bores are of a slightly smaller diameter than the 
jaws, and like the jaws 45 and 46 are angled slightly 
downward to provide a snug frictional ?t therebetween, 
thus preventing the disc from ?opping loosely at the 
end of the mop. This frictional engagement is sufficient 
to hold the disc 50 at a selected pivotal angle while the 
mop is manipulated out of contact with the surface 
being cleaned. Suf?cient force is exerted by the user as 
a surface is cleaned to change the pivotal angle so that 
the face of the pad is always ?at against the surface. 
A foam pad 60 of polyurethane or other suitable ma 

terial, and of a diameter slightly larger than the diame 
ter of the disc 50, is bonded to the face 51 of the disc 
50 such as by gluing. The exposed surface including the 
sides of the foam pad 60 are covered with a porous ma 
terial such as a Mylarmesh which is bonded to the 
foam 60 by gluing or other suitable means. The cover 
61 is relatively stiff as compared to the foam for rough 
ing the dirt surface, but not so hard as to damage the 
porcelain surface, and permits the pad to move easily, 
on the surface being scrubbed, while the foam 60 acts 
to hold the soap, detergent or other cleanser. The foam 
60 also acts in conjunction with the flexible disc 50 to 
provide a ?exible pad which aids in following the con 
tour of the surfaces being cleaned. The concave surface 
62 prevents the pad 23 from ?ipping over when its edge 
grabs on the surface being cleaned. 

OPERATION 

- With substantially the entire length of the sections 37 
and 38 held locked to the lower end of the handle 21 
by the sleeve 40, the lower end of the holder 22 acts as 
a spring clamp to hold the pad 23. To replace the pad 
23, the wire portions forming the upper loop 33 of the 
mount 22 are grasped in the hand and'squeezed to 
gether forcing the jaws 45 and 46 apart. The old pad 23 
is removed and a new one positioned with its bores 55 
and 56 aligned with the jaws 45 and 46. The grip on the 
mount 22 is then released allowing the spring biased 
jaws 45 and 46 to enter the bores 55 and 56. 

Therefore, there has been described a novel cleaning 
mop for effectively cleaning all of the surfaces of a 
bathtub fixture and the like without stooping, bending 
or changing position. 

Various changes and modi?cations may be made 
within this invention as will be readily apparent to those 
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skilled in the art. Such changes and modi?cations are 
within the scope and teaching of this invention as de 
?ned by the claims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A cleaning mop for cleaning bathtubs, ?xtures and 

the like comprising a handle, a cleansing pad having a 
cleansing surface, and quick release mounting means 
for mounting the cleansing pad at one end of the handle 
for pivotal movement with respect thereto and with suf 
ficient frictional engagement to hold the cleansing pad 
at a selected pivotal angle without external forces act 
ing thereon, the mounting means including opposing 
spring biased jaws between which the cleansing pad is 
mounted for pivotal movement about an axis substan 
tially parallel to the cleansing surface, the pad having 
a flexible backing the back side of which has a centrally 
located upward protrusion with diametrically opposed 
bores for receiving the jaws of the mounting means, the 
jaws being sized larger than the bores and the jaws and 
bores being inclined slightly so as not to be axially 
aligned. 

2. A cleaning mop comprising a cleansing pad having 
a ?exible elastomer backing with diametrically oppo 
site bores therein, a handle having opposed spring bi 
ased jaws inserted in the bores, the jaws being of 
slightly larger diameter than the bores, and the jaws 
and bores being inclined slightly so as not to be axially 
aligned, so as to frictionally engage the pad for fric 
tional pivotal movement of the pad with respect to the 
handle, the frictional movement being such as to hold 
the cleansing pad in any of its pivotal positions without 
external forces acting thereon. 

.3. A cleaning mop for cleaning irregular surfaces 
such as those found on bathtubs or the like comprising 
a handle, a ?exible cleansing pad having a circular and 
concave cleansing surface and further having a flexible 
elastomer backing with diametrically opposed bores 
therein, and mounting means for mounting the cleans 
ing pad at one end of the handle for frictional pivotal 
movement about an axis substantially parallel to the 
cleansing surface under the interacting forces between 
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the cleansing surface and the surfaces being cleaned as 
the cleansing surface is moved over the surface being 
cleaned, the concavity of the surface preventing the 
pad from ?ipping over as its edges grab on the surface 
being cleaned, the frictional pivotal movement being 
such as to hold the cleansing surface in any of its piv 
otal positions without external forcesacting thereon. 
and the mounting means further comprising opposed 
spring biased jaws of slightly larger diameter than the 
bores, which jaws are inserted in the bores for frictional 
engagement therewith. 

4. The mop of claim 3 wherein the pad includes an 
elastomer backing, and a foam pad mounted to the 
lower surface of the backing, and a fabric covering over 
the exposed surface of the foam pad, the covering 
being of a material abrasive to dirt but not the surface 
being cleaned. 

5. A cleaning mop for cleaning irregular surfaces 
such as those found on bathtubs or the like comprising 
a handle, a ?exible cleansing pad having a circular'and 
concave cleansing surface, the cleansing pad further 
comprising an elastomer backing, a foam pad mounted 
to the lower surface of the backing, and a fabric cover 
ing over the exposed surface of the foam pad, the cov 
ering being of a material abrasive to dirt but not the 
surface being cleaned, the cleaning mop further com 
prising mounting means for mounting the cleansing pad 
at one end of the handle for frictional pivotal move 
ment about an axis substantially parallel to the cleans 
ing surface under the interaction forces between the 
cleansing surface and the surface being cleaned as the 
cleansing surface is moved over the surface being 
cleaned, the concavity of the surface preventing the 
pad from ?ipping over as its edges grab on the surface 
being cleaned. 

6. The mop of claim 5 wherein the frictional pivotal 
movement is such as to hold the cleansing surface in 
any of its pivotal positions without external forces act 
ing thereon. 

*. * * * * 


