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UPHOLSTERED SEAT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Upholstered furniture is expensive to purchase, 

partly because the services of a professional uphol 
sterer are required to mount the upholstery onto the 
furniture frame and the procedure of upholstering is 
time comsuming. 

Professional upholstered furniture is also expensive 
to maintain. First, it is expensive to clean, because it ei 
ther requires a professional to come to the owner‘s 
home and perform the cleaning steps there, or requires 
the entire piece of furniture to be taken to a cleaning 
establishment. Finally, when the padding of profession 
ally-upholstered furniture becomes worn, the piece of 
furniture must either be discarded or reupholstered 
again by a professional upholsterer. 
While there have been attempts to overcome the 

above-mentioned dif?culties with upholstered fumi 
ture, the results have not been entirely satisfactory, in 
that the resulting furniture is not as attractive as profes 
sionally upholstered furniture and/or is not as comfort 
able. It is not particularly desirable to reduce the cost 
of manufacturing and maintaining upholstered fumi 
ture if the effect is a piece of furniture that is not partic 
ularly attractive and/or uncomfortable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, an important object of the present in 
vention to provide an upholstered seat which is less ex 
pensive to manufacture and to maintain. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide an 
upholstered seat in which the pad is removably secured 
to the frame, so that it can be easily assembled and dis 
assembled. . 

Another object is to provide an upholstered seat 
which has, on the one hand, a removable pad,‘yct is 
very comfortable and attractive in appearance. 
A further object is to provide an upholstered seat 

having readily-removable padding which is strong 
enough to withstand the usual use and abuse to which 
upholstered furniture is subjected. 

In summary, there is provided an upholstered seat 
comprising a frame having spaced-apart frame mem 
bers, a plurality of straps secured to the frame mem 
bers, and a pad carried by the straps. 

In a speci?c form, there is provided an upholstered 
seat comprising a frame having a pair of spaced-apart 
side frame members and an elongated front frame 
member and an elongated rear frame member, the 
front frame member being secured adjacent the ends 
thereof respectively to the side frame members so as to 
be disposed horizontally in use, the front frame mem 
ber having a plurality of longitudinally spaced-apart 
slots therein, the rear frame member being secured ad 
jacent the ends thereof respectively to the side frame 
members and disposed higher than the from frame 
member and rearwardly thereof, the rear frame mem 
ber having a plurality of slots therein respectively 
aligned with the slots in the front frame member, s plu 
rality of straps each extending through aligned slots in 
the front and rear frame members and each having a 
length greater than the distance between the front and 
rear frame members, means for retaining the straps in 
the slots, and a pad carried by the straps and defining 
a generally-horizontal seating portion adjacent its front 
and a back rest portion adjacent its rear. 
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2 
With the foregoing and other objects in view which 

will appear as the description proceeds, the invention 
consists of certain novel features of construction, ar 
rangements, and a combination of parts hereinafter 
fully described, illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims, it being understood that various changes in the 
form, proportion, size, and‘minor details of the struc 
ture may be made without departing from the spirit or 
sacri?cing any of the advantages of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPT ION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For the purpose of facilitating an understanding of 
the invention, there is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings a preferred embodiment thereof, from an in 
spection of which, when considered in connection with 
the following description, the invention, its mode of 
construction, assembly and operation, and many of its 
advantages should be readily understood and appreci 
ated. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an upholstered seat in~ 

corporating the features of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a side portion of the 

seat of FIG. 1 with the‘ arm pad removed; 
FIG. 3 is a rear view in perspective of the seat of FIG. 

1; . 

FIG. 4 is a view in section taken along the line 4-4 
of FIG. 3; ‘ 

FIG. 5 is a view in section taken along the line 5-5 
of FIG. 3; ' , . 

FIG. 6 is a view in section taken along the line 6-~6 
‘ of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of the seat frame; and 
FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of the seat frame 

with two of the straps being shown in phantom. 

DETAILS OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly 
to FIG. 1 thereof, there is illustrated a sofa or couch 10 
which incorporates therein the features of the present 
invention. It is to be understood that the couch 10 is 
merely representative of any upholstered seat which 
may be constructed as hereinafter described. For ex 
ample, the invention can be used on upholstered seats 
such as chairs, sofas, love seats, and the like. 
As is best seen in FIGS. 1-8, the couch 10 includes 

a frame 20 constructed of a massive-appearing" wood, 
so as to have the decorative appearance shown. The 
type of frame shown is merelyexemplary, and the 
frame can have any desired appearance and composi 
tion. The frame 20 includes a pair of spaced-apart side 
frame members 21, each having a generally h-shaped 
appearance. Each side frame member 21 includes a 
pair of legs 22, a rear post 23, and a front post 24 which 
is substantially shorter than the rear post 23. Extending 
between the legs 22 is a cross member 25 having on its 
inwardly-facing surface a plurality of male snap ‘ele 
ments 26 (F166). Ari arm rest 27 provided between 
the upper ends of the posts 23 and 24 is curved down 
wardly and forwardly. Also, in this form there is pro» 
vided a side opening 28 defined by the posts 23 and 24 
and the arm rest 27. On the underside of the arm rest 
27 is a plurality of male snap elements 29. 
Extending between the side frame members 21 and 

secured to the front thereof, is an elongated from frame 
member 30 having a contigurated lower edge. The 
frame member 30 has, adjacent to its upper edge, a set 
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of ?ve ' longitudinally-extending and longitudinally 
spaced-apart slots 31 (FIG. 8). A set of male snap ele 
ments 32 is provided on the front frame member 30 on 
the front surface thereof just beneath the slots 31. 
There is also provided a rear frame member 35 extend 
ing between and secured to the upper ends of the rear 
posts 23. Thus, the rear frame member 35 is disposed 
generally parallel to but higher than, the front frame 
member 30, and rearwardly thereof. 
There is provided in the rear frame member 35 a set 

of ?ve longitudinally-extending and longitudinally 
spaced-apart slots 36 respectively aligned with the slots 
31 in the front frame member 30. On the underside of 
the rear frame member 35 there is provided a plurality 
of male snap elements 37 (FIG. 5). 
There is also provided a set of ?ve straps 40 of unusu 

ally great strength, spun-bonded polypropylene being a 
preferred composition. Du Pont markets a product 
called TYPAR which is highly desirable for this pur 
pose. Referring speci?cally to FIG. 4, a loop 41 is 
formed in one end of each strap 40 by means of stitch 
ing 42. That end is passed rearwardly through a slot 31 
in the front frame member 30, so that the loop 41~ pro 
trudes rearwardly of the front frame member 30. A rod 
43 is .inserted through the loop 41 so as to prevent ret 
rograde motion thereof. The strap 40 extends along the 
front surface of the front frame member 30 along the 
top thereof, to the rear frame member 35. The strap 40 
extends over the top of the rear frame member 35 
along the back thereof, then forwardly along the bot 
tom, then upwardly along the front, and ?nally rear 
wardly through the slot 36 which is aligned with the se 
lected slot 31. This end of the strap has a loop 44 which 
protrudes rearwardly of the rear member 35, a rod 46 
extending through such loop to prevent retrograde mo 
tion thereof. Thus, the loop 44 and the rod 46 are con 
cealed by virtue of the portion of the strap 40 extending 
thereacross. With the strap 40 so mounted, it will re 
main in place, despite the application of lateral force 
thereto. Each of the ?ve straps 40 is similarly mounted. 
The length of each strap 40 between the frame mem 
bers 30 and 35 is greater than the distance between 
those frame members, thereby permitting the straps 40 
to hang somewhat loosely. In a speci?c form, the length 
of each strap 40 between the frame members 30 and 35 
was 53 inches, while the distance between those frame 
members was 35 inches. Each of the straps 40 had a 
width of about 9 inches and the length of each slot 31 
and 36 was slightly greater than 9 inches. For a chair, 
fewer than ?ve straps, for example, two, may be used, 
since the chair would be narrower, while a longer 
couch may use additional straps. 
There is provided a tufted pad 50 which may have a 

variety of compositions, such as, for example, a poly 
urethane interior covered by a selected fabric. The 
padding may be tufted, as shown. The width of the pad 
50 is approximately equal to the distance between the 
two side members 21, whereas the length of the pad 50 
is suf?cient to overlap the‘ front surface of the front 
frame member 30 and overlaps the rear frame member 
35. When laid upon the straps 40, the front portion 
thereof is disposed generally horizontal and defines a 
seat portion 51, while the rear portion of the pad de 
?nes a back seat portion 52. The pad 50 may be se 
cured to the straps 40, as by stitching 50a, or, if desired, 
may be detached from the straps 40. As will be ex 
plained, the pad 50 is removably attached to the frame 

4 
20, in any event. The pad 50 has an end portion 53 
(FIG. 4) at the front of the seat portion 51, which has 
a plurality of female snap elements 54 arranged to be 
aligned with the male snap elements 32. The end por 
tion 53 is folded over the front of the front frame mem 
ber 30, and the female snap elements 54 are mated with 
the male snap elements 32, thereby concealing the 
front end portions of the straps 40. The pad 50 has an 
end portion, 55 (FIG. 5) at the top of the back seat por 
tion 52, which has a reduced thickness and a plurality 
of female snap elements 56 arranged to be aligned with 
the male snap elements 37 on the rear frame member 

' 35. The end portion 55 is wrapped around the rear 
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frame member 35, as is best shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, 
and the female snap elements 56 are mated with the 
male snap elements 37. In this manner the end portion 
55 conceals the connection between the straps 40 and 
the rear frame member 35, including the loops 44 and 
the rods 46. 
Turning speci?cally to FIG. 6, there is provided a 

pair of side pads 60 which have the same over-all ap 
pearance and construction asthe pad 50, but need not 
be tufted. Each side pad 60 includes a bulky-mid 
portion 61 and a wall portion 62 which has a reduced 
thickness, which wall portion merges into an end por 
tion 63. There is provided a plurality of female snap el 
ements 64 in the end portion 63 and respectively 
aligned with the male snap elements 26. Each side pad 
60 also includes an end portion 65 also of reduced 
thickness, having a plurality of female snap elements 66 
respectively aligned with the male snap elements 29 on 
the underside of the arm rest 27. If it is desired to at 
tach the side pads 60, the associated sets of snap ele 
ments may be mated, as indicated. With the side pads 
60 thus mounted, the arm rests 27 have the same ap 
pearance as the rest of the couch 10, the wall portions 
62 serving to close the side openings 28. Alternatively, 
because the arm rests 27 are decorative in appearance, 
the side pads 60 need not be used, in which case the 
couch 10 has more wood exposed. Because the male 
snap elements 26 and 29 are unobtrusively located, the 
failure to use the side pads 60 does not adversely affect 
the appearance of the couch 10. 
As previously described, the pad 50 need not be 

?xedly attached to the straps 40, in which case the pad 
50 is held in place merely by virtue of the female snap 
elements 54 engaging the male snap elements 26, and 
the female snap elements 56 engaging the male snap 
elements 32. If one desires to clean the pad 50, it can 
be readily removed by unsnapping these elements. If 
the pad 50 becomes sufficiently worn, it may be dis 
carded and replaced with a new ‘one. The services of a 
professional upholsterer need not be obtained to re 
move the old upholstery and replace it with new uphol 
stery. Instead, the couch owner can readily remove the 
old pad 50, purchase a new one, and mount it in place. 
Even if the straps 40 are secured to the pad 50, the 
straps 40 may readily be removed by removing the rods 
43 and 46 and pulling the loops out of their associated 
slots 31 and 36. 
The costs to manufacture the couch 10 are less be 

cause it does not require the time~consumin g operation 
of a professional upholsterer to assemble. Instead, rela 
tively-unskilled labor can be employed to assemble the 
straps 40 onto the frame 20, as previously described, 
and then mount the pad 50 thereon and snap it into 
place. Alternatively, since it is easy to assemble, the 
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couch 10 may be shipped in knockdown condition, for 
additional savings in costs of manufacture. The con~ 
sumer would be fully capable of assembling the straps 
40 and the pad 50 onto the previously-assembled frame 
20. 
The removable side pad feature lends versatility to 

the couch 10, in that the customer can change its ap 
pearance by simply removing the side pads 60. Since it 
is so easily accomplished, the pads 60 can be taken off 
or added on, as desired. 

It is signi?cant to note the absence of what is com 
monly referred to as a “back stretcher” normally pres 
ent in upholstered furniture. The back stretcher is a 
means by which the juncture of the back and the seat 
itself is held rigidly in position. In the instant invention, 
the straps 40 hang loosely or are “slung" between the 
frame members 30 and 35. It should also be noted that, 
while the couch 10 is readily assembled and disassem 
bled by virtue of the above-described construction, it 
is quite comfortable. 

It is believed that the invention, its mode of construc 
tion and assembly, and many of its advantages should 
be readily understood from the foregoing without fur 
ther description, and it should also be manifest that, 
while preferred embodiments of the invention have 
been shown and described for illustrative purposes, the 
structural details are, nevertheless, capable of wide 
variation within the purview of the invention, as de 
fined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An upholstered seat comprising a frame having a 

pair of spaced-apart side frame members and an elon 
gated front frame member and an elongated rear frame 
member, said front frame member being secured adja 
cent the ends thereof respectively to said side frame 
members so as to be disposed horizontally in use, said 
rear frame member being secured adjacent the ends 
thereof respectively to said side frame members and 
disposed higher than said front frame member and 
rearwardly thereof, a plurality of freely hanging, ?exi 
ble, one-piece, continuous and integral straps each se 
cured to said front and rear frame members and each 
having a length greater than the distance between said 
front and rear frame members, there being no connec 
tion to said frame of said straps in the portions thereof 
intermediate said front and rear frame members, and a 
pad carried by said straps and de?ning a generally hori 
zontal seating portion adjacent its front and a back rest 
portion adjacent its rear, said pad concealing the re 
gions at which said straps are secured to said front and 
rear frame members. 

2. An upholstered seat comprising a frame having a 
pair of spaced-apart side frame members and an elon 
gated front frame member and an elongated rear frame 
member, said front frame member being secured adja 
cent the ends thereof respectively to said side frame 
members so as to be disposed horizontally in use, said 
front frame member having a plurality of longitudinal 

10 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

6 . 

ly-spaced~apart slots therein, said rear frame member 
being secured adjacent the ends thereof respectively to 
said side frame members and disposed higher than said 
front frame member and rearwardly thereof, said rear 
frame member having a plurality of slots therein re 
spectively aligned with the slots in said front frame 
member, a plurality of freely hanging, ?exible, one 
piece, continuous and integral straps each extending 
through aligned slots in said front and rear frame mem 
bers and each having a length greater than the distance 
between said front and rear frame members, means for 
retaining said straps in said slots, there being no con 
nection to said frame of said straps in the portions 
thereof intermediate said front and rear frame mem 
bers, and a pad carried by said straps and de?ning a 
generally-horizontal seating portion adjacent its front 
and a back rest portion adjacent its rear, said pad‘con 
cealing the regions at which said straps are secured to 
said front and rear frame members. 

3. An upholstered seat comprising a decorative wood 
frame having a pair of spaced-apart side frame mem~ 
bers and an elongated front frame member and an elon 
gated rear frame member, each of said side frame 
members having a base and a decorative arm rest on 
said base, said front frame member being secured adja 
cent the ends thereof respectively to said side frame 
members so as to be disposed horizontally in use, said 
rear frame member being secured adjacent the ends 
thereof respectively to said side frame members and 
disposed ‘higher than said front frame member and 
rearwardly thereof, a plurality of freely hanging, ?exi 
ble and integral straps each secured to said front and 
rear frame members and each having a length greater. 
than the distance between said front and rear frame 
members, there being no connection to said frame of 
said straps in the portions thereof intermediate said 
front and rear frame members, and a pad carried by 
said straps and de?ning a generally horizontal seating 
portion adjacent its front and a back rest portion adja 
cent its rear. ' 

4. The upholstered seat set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said pad is secured to said straps. 

5. The upholstered seat set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said straps are removably secured to said frame. 

6. The upholstered seat set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said pad is removably secured to said frame. 

7. The upholstered seat set forth in claim 2, wherein 
a loop is formed on each end of each of said straps and 
is passed through the associated slot, said means in 
cluding a plurality of rods respectively extending 
through said loops. 

8. The upholstered seat set forth in claim 7, wherein 
a portion of said pad is rolled over said rear frame 
member and removably secured thereto and a portion 
of said pad is rolled over said from frame member and 
removably secured thereto, thereby to conceal said 
loops and said rods. 

* * * * i‘ 


