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[57] ABSTRACT 
A comb for teasing hair during the preparation of a 
coiffure. The comb includes a cylinder having at least 
one row of teeth projecting radially therefrom. One 
embodiment includes a motor which is housed in the 
handle of the comb to rotatably drive the cylinder 
thereof. Placing the rotating cylinder of the comb adja 
cent a plurality of strands of hair is effective to cause 
the teeth to engage the strands of hair and to disengage 
the strands of hair with each rotation thereof. The teeth 
have an arcuate pro?le with the outer ends thereof 
being directed away from the direction of rotation to 
assure that the ends of the teeth slip freely from the hair 
to preclude entanglement therewith, thus minimizing 
the damage to the hair in the teasing process which nor 
mally pulls and breaks many strands of hair. The non 
power driven embodiment of the comb includes a han 
dle which facilitates manual turning of the cylinder 
when desired as the comb is caused to pass through the 
hair. ' 

8 Claims, 10 Drawing Figures 
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TEASING COMB 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to the ?eld of teasing combs. 
2. Description of the Prior Art 
A preliminary patentability search revealed the fol 

lowing U.S. Patents: Spillers US Pat. No. 3,204,469; 
Sawin US. Pat. No. 3,349,782; Rankin US. Pat. No. 
3,373,739; Paccione US. Pat. No. 3,384,096; Roberts 
et al. US Pat. No. 3,386,453; and Magguilli U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,421,522. None of the above patents show or sug~ 
gest applicant’s device. However, it should be pointed 
out that certain of the above patents, e.g., No. 
3,204,469 depend upon traveling a straight comb in an 
elliptical path so that the teeth are moving substantially 
perpendicular to the strands of hair when entering and 
leaving the strands of hair and travel a distance sub 
stantially parallel with the strands of hair while accom 
plishing the teasing process. Additionally, other of the 
above patents, e.g., No. 3,386,453, depend upon a re 
tracting action of the teeth to strip the strands of hair 
from the teeth. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The concept of the present invention is to provide a 
teasing comb for teasing hair during the preparation of 
a coiffure. The comb includes a cylinder having at least 
one row of teeth projecting radially therefrom. One 
embodiment includes a motor which is housed in the 
handle of the comb to rotatably drive the cylinder 
about the longitudinal axis thereof. Several embodi 
ments of the comb are disclosed, one of which includes 
alternate rows of primary and secondary teeth arranged 
about the circumference of the cylinder. This later em 
bodiment of the cylinder preferably is fixedly attached 
to a handle to facilitate manual turning about the longi 
tudinal axis thereof. ' 

The primary teeth have an arcuate pro?le with the 
outer ends thereof being directed away from the direc 
tion of rotation to assure that the ends of the teeth slip 
freely from the hair to preclude entanglement there 
with. More speci?cally, the free ends of the primary 
teeth trail the root ends as the cylinder is caused to turn 
about the longitudinal axis thereof, i.e., in the preferred 
direction of rotation. - 

The secondary row of teeth is disposed substantially 
parallel with the primary row of teeth; however, the 
secondary teeth are staggered with respect to the pri 
mary teeth. Additionally, the secondary teeth are 
straight and preferably are disposed along extensions of 
radii of the cylinder. 
The objects and/or advantages of a power-driven hair 

teasing comb are well identified or de?ned and enu 
merated in certain of the above-referenced patents, 
e.g., the Nos. 3,349,782; 3,386,453; and 3,421,522. It 
should be noted that the foremost advantages are: First, 
less fatigue is experienced by the beauty operator; se 
condly, the power-driven comb accomplishes the same 
task in considerably less time. These advantages are 
further enhanced by peculiar structure as herein dis 
closed. 
The principal embodiment of the teasing comb of the I 

present invention preferably has three rows or more 
rows of primary teeth symmetrically arranged about 
the circumference of the cylinder. The motor is housed 
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2 
in the handle of this embodiment to facilitate manipula 
tion of the comb. Placing this embodiment of the comb 
adjacent a plurality of strands of hair is effective to 
cause the teeth to engage the strands of hair and to dis 
engage the strands of hair with each rotation thereof. 
The teeth of the comb of the principal embodiment 

preferably are shorter than the radius of the cylinder 
body. These features result in the teasing comb of the 
present invention, minimizing the damage to 'the hair in 
the teasing process which normally heretofore, even 
when straight combs are used, pulls and breaks many 
strands of hair. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the principal em 
bodiment of the teasing comb of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken as on the line II-—Il 
of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is an end view of the principal embodiment of 
the comb of the present invention depicting a preferred 
direction of rotation and showing the comb actively en 
gaged in teasing a plurality of strands of hair. 
FIG. 4 depicts a second embodiment of the main 

body member. 
FIG. 5 depicts a third embodiment of the main body 

member. 
FIG. 6 is a side elevational'view of a fourth embodi 

ment of the teasing comb. ' 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken as on the line VII 

-—VII of FIG. 6. 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken as on the line VIII 

--VIII of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9 is an end view of the fourth embodiment of the 

teasing comb of the present invention shown being 
passed through several strands of hair. 
FIG. 10 is similar to FIG. 9 except the comb is shown 

being rotated about the longitudinal axis thereof while 
being passed through several strands of hair. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

referring ?rst to the principal embodiment of the 
teasing comb 11 shown in FIGS. 1 - 3, comb II in 
cludes a cylinder-like main body member 13 having at 
least one row of teeth 15 projecting radially therefrom. 
This embodiment of the comb 11 preferably has three 
rows of teeth, as clearly shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 of the 
drawings with the ?rst row being character referenced 
by the numeral 15, the second row being referenced by 
the numeral 15', and the third row being character ref 
erenced by the numeral 15". 
An electric motor 17 is included and has one end of 

a power cord 19 suitably attached thereto with the 
other end of the power cord 19 being suitably ?tted 
with a typical male plug 21. The plug 21 is intended to 
be received in any convenient power outlet, e.g., 115 
volts or the like. It will be understood that if desiredv any 
source of electricity such as a battery, not shown, may 
be used in place of an AC power source. The motor 17 
includes a rotatably driven output shaft 23 which is 
suitably attached to the main body member 13 as by 
embedding the output shaft in the main body. There 
fore, energizing the motor 17 is effective to cause the 
main body member 13 to rotate in the direction of the 
arrow 25, as shown in FIG. 3 of the drawings. 
Tubular housing means 27 is included for receiving 

the motor 17. The housing 27 constitutes a handle vto 
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facilitate manipulation of the comb by the user, e.g., a 
beauty operator or the like. The handle or housing 27, 
being formed from plastic or the like, may optionally 

, include the usual ridges and depressions (not shown) 
typical with various handles to readily adapt the handle 
27 to the hand of the user in a manner obvious to those 
skilled in the art. 

Particular attention is now directed to FIGS. 2 and 3 
of the drawings wherein it may be seen that each of the 
teeth 15 respectively have proximal and distal ends 29, 
31 thereto. Further, an important feature of the comb 
1 1 of the present invention is the sweepback or arcuate 
pro?le of the teeth 15. More specifically, the proximal 
ends 29 of the teeth 15 are attached to the main body 
member 13 in such a manner that the distal ends 31 
thereof trail the proximal ends 29 a predetermined dis 
tance as the cylinder 13 rotates in the direction of the 
arrow 25. 

The teasing comb 11 of'the present invention is in 
tended to be used by'a beauty operator or the like by 
placing the comb 11 adjacent a plurality of strands of 
hair as depicted in FIG. 3 of the drawings and character 
referenced therein by the numeral 33. Rotating the 
main body member 13, in the direction of the arrow 25 
by the motor 17, is effective to cause the respective 
rows of teeth 15, 15’, 15" to engage the strands of hair 
33 and to disengage the strands of hair with each rota 
tion of the main body member 13. 
From FIG. 3 of the drawings, it may be seen that only 

one row of teeth engages the strands of hair 33 at any 
one time. In other words, the row 15 is shown in phan 
tom, slipping free from the strands of hair 33 as the sec 
ond row 15' is about to engage the strands of hair 33, 
etc. However, it should be noted that as the teeth 15 
leave the taut strands of hair 33, a few of the strands are 
carried therewith in the typical teasing manner, as de 
picted by the numeral 33'. The scalp for the hair 33 is 
shown as at 35 and the beauty operator holds the 
strands of hair 33 taut while placing the comb lliadja 
cent thereto and moving the comb 11 in the direction 
of an arrow 37 or towards the scalp 35. In this regard, 
it should be understood that the strands of hair 33 may 
be held vertically, as shown, or horizontally. Addition 
ally, the comb 11 may be placed adjacent the strands 
of hair 33 so as to comb them from above rather than 
from beneath, i.e., known as French lacing. 
Another important feature of the comb 11 is the rela 

tive size of the teeth 15 with respect to the main body 
members 13. More speci?cally, in the preferred em 

' bodiment of the comb 11, the dimensionallength of the 
radius of the cylinder-like main body member 13 is 
greater than is the length of the teeth 15. This feature 
keeps the hair 33 from wrapping around the main body 
member 13 or becoming tangled into the comb 11. In 
other words, the comb 11 is just like manually using a 
straight comb for accomplishing the teasing process, i. 
e., the curvature or sweepback of the teeth 15 allows 
them to slip gently from the strands of taut hair 33. In 
this regard, it should be pointed out that the rpm of the 

' main body member 13 should not be excessive. There 
fore, a typical arrangement would cause approximately 
200 strokes per minute or about 66 rpm of the main 
body member 13. 
The main body member 13 and the teeth 15 prefera 

bly are integrally formed from plastic in a manner obvi 
ous to those skilled in the art. The teeth 15 preferably 
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4 
are relatively stiff and unyielding to the pull of the hair 
as the cylinder or main body member 13 rotates. 
From FIG. 4 of the drawings, it may be seen that a 

second embodiment of the main body member is dis 
closed, being character referenced therein by the nu 
meral 213. The member 213 includes at least four rows 
of teeth as shown by the numerals 2150, 215b, 2150, 
and 2150!. It should be noted that the distal ends of the 
teeth 215a, 215b,, 2150, and 215d are closer to the main 
body member 213 than are those of the principal em 
bodiment. 
From FIG. 5 of the drawings, it may be seen that a 

third embodiment of the main body member is dis 
closed and is character referenced therein by the nu 
meral 313. The member 313 includes at least four rows 
of teeth as shown by the numerals 315a, 315b, 3150, 
and 315d. It should be noted that the distal ends of the 
teeth 3150, 315b, 3150, and 315d are closer to the main 
body member 313 than are those of the principal em 
bodiment or the second embodiment. 

Particular attention is now directed towards FIGS. 6 
- 10 of the drawings wherein it may be seen that a 
fourth embodiment of the main body member is dis~ 
closed and is character referenced therein by the nu 
meral 413. In addition, an alternate embodiment of the 
comb is disclosed and is character referenced in FIG. 
6 of the drawings by the numeral 411. The member 413 
includes several rows of primary teeth as shown by the 
numerals 415a — 415L alternately spaced by several 
rows of secondary teeth 418a — 4181,. It should be 
noted that the primary teeth 415a — 415L have a 
curved pro?le somewhat resembling a boomerang. In 
other words, the proximal ends 429 are disposed along 
an extension of a radius of the cylinder 413 and the dis 
tal ends 431 are swept back rather abruptly from the 
intermediate portions thereof, whereby the respective 
termini thereof trail the proximal ends by a greater dis 
tance than do the distal ends 31 of the teeth 15 of the 
principal embodiment. ‘ 
The secondary rows of teeth are disposed in substan 

tial parallel arrangement with the primary rows of 
teeth. However, from FIG. 8 of the drawings, it may be 
seen that the secondary teeth 418a - 418L are stag 
gered with respect to the primary teeth 415a - 4151,. 
From FIGS. 7, 9 and 10 of the drawings, it may be seen 
that the secondary teeth 418a - 418L are much shorter 
than are the primary teeth 415a — 415L and are dis 
posed along an extension of a radius of the cylinder 
413. Referring to FIGS. 2, 4, 5 and 7 of the drawings 
wherein it can be observed that the teeth 15, 215, 315 
and 415 have substantially equal length thereto but are 
shaped differently, as depicted, or are attached to their 
respective main body members 13, 213, 313, 413 with 
unique pitch angles. From FIGS. 9 and 10 of the draw 
ings, it may be seen that the distal ends 431 extend a 
distance above the adjacent row of secondary teeth or 
the distal ends of the primary teeth 415a intersect a' 
plane lying coincident with the longitudinal axes of the 
secondary teeth 418a, etc.. 
The main body member 413 preferably is intended to 

constitute a part of the comb 411 and the remaining 
disclosure will be directed toward that end; however, it 
should be understood that the main body member 413 
may optionally be interchanged with any of the previ 
ously described main body members and vice versa. 
The comb 411 includes handle 427 which is ?xedly 

attached to the cylindrical main body member 413. Ac 
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tually, it may be desirable that the comb 411 be inte 
grally formed, that is, the main body member 413, the 
primary teeth 415a - 41SL, the secondary teeth 418a 
— 418L and the handle 427 being integrally formed 
from plastic or the like in a manner obvious to those 
skilled in the art. In any event, the primary teeth 415a 
- 41SL and the secondary teeth 418a — 418L are rela 
tively stiff and unyielding to the pull of the hair. 

In using the comb 41 1, the operator would preferably 
grasp the handle 417 with one hand and grasp several 
strands of hair 33 with the other, then while holding the 
strands 33 taut or slightly pulling them away from, the 
scalp 35, he would move the comb toward the scalp 35 
or in the direction of the arrow 437 while a plurality of 
the primary and secondary teeth 415, 418 simulta 
neously engage several strands of the hair 33. In this 
manner, a few of the strands, as depicted by the nu 
meral 33' are teased or lifted from the taut strands 33 
in a well known fashion. In other words, the comb 411 
is used in a manner very similar to a standard straight 
comb except the comb 411 accomplishes the task in 
considerably less time and also the operator experi 
ences less fatigue since fewer strokes are required. 
On the other hand, the operator may further enhance 

the advantages of the comb 411 by turning the handle 
427 and the main body member 413 in the direction of 
the arrow 425 while moving the comb 411 in like man 
ner as just described, that is, in the direction of the 
arrow 437, etc. 
Although the invention has been described and illus 

trated with respect to preferred embodiments thereof, 
it is to be understood that it is not to be so limited since 
changes and modifications may be made therein which 
are within the full intended scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A teasing comb for teasing hair during the prepara 

tion of a coiffure, said teasing comb comprising cylin 
der means including a plurality of coacting ?rst, sec 
0nd, and third symmetrically arranged rows of primary 
teeth projecting radially therefrom for sequentially en 
gaging the hair, and a handle attached to said cylinder 
means to facilitate turning said cylinder means in a pre 
determined direction of rotation about the longitudinal 
axis thereof as said comb iscaused to pass through the 
hair, each of said primary teeth having proximal and 
distal ends thereto and having an arcuate pro?le with 
the proximal ends thereof being attached to said cylin~ 
der means respectively establishing convex forward di 
rected portions and concave rearward directed por 
tions thereto, the distal ends of said ?rst row of primary 
teeth being directed generally towards said convex for 
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6 
ward portions of said second row of primary teeth, the 
distal ends of said second row of primary teeth being 
directed generally towards said convex forward por 
tions of said third row of primary teeth, the' distal ends 
of said third row of primary teeth being directed gener 
ally towards said convex forward portions of said first 
row of primary teeth, and the distal ends of each of said 
primary teeth trailing said proximal ends, said convex 
forward portions of each of said primary teeth initially 

‘ encountering the hair and the distal ends thereof being 
the last portions of each of said primary teeth to be 
come disengaged therefrom regardless of in which of 
said rows said primary teeth may be situated as said cyl 
inder means is caused to turn about the longitudinal 
axis thereof. ' I 

2. The comb of claim 1 in which ‘the dimensional 
length of the radius of said cylinder means is greater 
than the length of said primary teeth. 

3. The comb of claim 1 in which said cylinder means 
including said teeth are integrally formed from plastic, 
said teeth being relatively stiff and unyielding to the 
pull of the hair. 

4. The comb of claim 1 in which said handle is ?xedl 
attached to said cylinder means. ' 

5. The comb of claim 1 in which is included motor 
means attached to said cylinder means for selectively 
rotating said cylinder means about the longitudinal axis 
thereof whereby placing said comb adjacent a plurality 
of strands of hair being effective to cause said row of 
primary teeth to engage the strands of hair and to dis 
engage the strands of hair with each rotation thereof. 

6. The comb of claim 5 in which said handle consti 
tutes housing means for receiving said motor means. 

7. The comb of claim I in which is included at least 
one row of secondary teeth for each of said rows of pri 
mary teeth, said secondary teeth projecting radially 
from said cylinder means for engaging the hair, said 
secondary row of teeth being disposed in substantial 
parallel arrangement with said primary row of teeth 
and with said secondary teeth being staggered with re 
spect to said primary teeth, and each of said secondary 
teeth being relatively short with respect to said primary 
teeth and disposed along an extension of a radius of 
said cylinder means. . 

8. The comb of claim 7 in which said handle and said 
cylinder means including said primary and secondary 
teeth are integrally formed from plastic, said primary 
and secondary teeth being relatively stiff and unyield 
ing to the pull of the hair. 
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